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INTRODUCTION. 


TH  E fpirit  of  difcovery,  which  had  long  animated  the 
European  nations,  having,  after  its  arduous  and  fuc- 
ccfsful  exertions,  during  the  fifteenth  and  fixteenth  cen- 
turies, gradually  fubfided,  and  for  a confiderable  time  lain 
dormant,  began  to  revive  in  Great  Britain  in  the  late 
reign  * ; and  recovered  all  its  former  activity,  under  the 
chcrifhing  influence,  and  munificent  encouragement,  of  his 
prefent  Majcfty. 

Soon  after  his  acceflion  to  the  throne,  having  happily 
clofed  the  definitive  operations  of  war,  he  turned  his 
thoughts  to  enterprizes  more  humane,  but  not  lefs  bril- 
liant, adapted  to  the  feafon  of  returning  peace.  While 
every  liberal  art,  and  ufeful  ftudy,  flourilhcd  under  his  pa- 
tronage at  home,  his  fuperintending  care  was  extended  to 
fuch  branches  of  knowledge,  as  required  diftant  examina- 
tion and  inquiry ; and  his  Ihips,  after  bringing  back  vidtory 
and  conqucft  from  every  quarter  of  the  known  world,  were 


* Two  voyages  for  difeovering  a North  Weft  paflage,  through  Hudfon’s  Bayf 
were  then  performed ; one  under  the  command  of  Captain  Middleton,  in  hisMajefty's 
(hips  the  Furnace,  and  the  Difcovery  Pink,  in  1741,  and  1742.  The  other  under 
the  direction  of  Captains  Smith  and  Moore,  in  the  (hips  Dobbs  and  California,  fitted 
out  by  fubfeription,  in  1746,  and  1747. 
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now  employed  in  opening  friendly  communications  with  its 
hitherto  unexplored  receflcs. 

In  the  profecution  of  an  objeft  fo  worthy  of  the  Monarch 
of  a great  commercial  people,  one  voyage  followed  another 
in  clofe  fucceflion ; and,  we  may  add,  in  regular  grada- 
tion. What  Byron  * had  begun,  Wallis  ^ and  Carteret  £ 
foon  improved.  Their  fucccfs  gave  birth  to  a far  more  ex- 
tenfive  plan  of  difeovery,  carried  into  execution,  in  two  fub- 
fequent  voyages,  conduced  by  Cook  §.  And  that  nothing 
might  be  left  unattempted,  though  much  had  been  already 
done,  the  fame  Commander,  wkofe  profefUonal  /kill  could 
only  be  equalled  by  the  perfevering  diligence  with  which 
he  had  exerted  it,  in  the  courfc  of  his  former  rcfcarches, 
was  called  upon,  once  more,  to  refumc,  or  rather  to  com- 
plete, the  furvey  of  the  globe.  Accordingly,  another  voyage 
was  undertaken  in  1776;  which,  though  laftin  the  order  of 
time,  was  far  from  being  the  lead  confiderable,  with  re- 
fpcifl  to  the  extent  and  importance  of  its  objetfls ; yet,  ftill^ 
far  lefs  fortunate  than  any  of  the  former,  as  thofe  objedfs 


* Captain,  now  Admiral,  Byron,  had,  under  his  command,  the  Dolphin  and 
Tamer.  He  failed  in  June  1764,  and  returned  in  May  1766. 

4 Captain  Wallis  had,  under  his  command,  the  Dolphin  and  Swallow.  He  failed' 
in  Auguft  1766,  and  returned,  with  the  Dolphin,  in  May  1768. 

J The  Swallow*  commanded  by  Captain  Carteret,  having  been  ieparated  from 
Wallis,  and,  by  keeping  a different  route,  having  made  different  dilcovcries,  this  may 
be  confidercd  as  a diltinA  voyage.  The  Swallow  returned  to  England  in  March 
1769. 

§ Captain  Cook,  in  the  Endeavour,  failed  in  Auguft  1768,  and  returned  iiv 
Jiily  1771. 

In  his  fecond  voyage,  he  had  the  Refolution  and  Adventure  under  hi*  command. 
They  failed  front  England  in  July  1772,  anJ  returned  on  the  30th  of  July  1775. 
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were  not  accomplifhcd,  but  at  the  expcnce  of  the  valuable 
life  of  its  Conductor. 

When  plans,  calculated  to  be  of  general  utility,  are  car- 
ried into  execution  with  partial  views,  and  upon  interdled 
motives,  it  is  natural  to  attempt  to  confine,  within  fome 
narrow  circle,  the  advantages  which  might  have  been  de- 
rived to  the  world  at  large,  by  an  unreferved  difclofure  of 
all  that  had  been  effected.  And,  upon  this  principle,  it  has 
too  frequently  been  conlidered  as  found  policy,  perhaps,  in 
this  country,  as  well  as  amongft  fome  of  our  neighbours, 
to  affc<5t  to  draw  a veil  of  fccrecy  over  the  refult  of  enter- 
prizes  to  difeover  and  explore  unknown  quarters  of  the 
globe.  It  is  to  the  honour  of  the  prefent  reign,  that  more 
liberal  views  have  been  now  adopted.  Our  late  voyages, 
from  the  very  extenfive  objedts  propofed  by  them,  could  not 
but  convey  ufeful  information  to  every  European  nation ; 
and,  indeed,  to  every  nation,  however  remote,  which  cul- 
tivates commerce,  and  is  acquainted  with  navigation  : and 
that  information  has  moft  laudably  been  afforded.  The 
fame  enlarged  and  benevolent  fpirit,  which  ordered  thefe 
feveral  expeditions  to  be  undertaken,  has  alfo  taken  care 
that  the  refult  of  their  various  difeoveries  Ihould  be  authen- 
tically  recorded.  And  the  tranfaelions  of  the  five  full 
voyages  round  the  world  having,  in  due  time,  been  com- 
municated *,  under  the  authority  of  his  Majcfty’s  naval 
Miniftcr;  thofe  of  the  fixth,  which,  befules  revifning  many 
of  the  former  difeoveries  in  the  Southern,  carried  its  opera- 

* The  account  of  the  four  firft  of  thefe  voyages,  compiled  by  Dr.  Hawkefworth, 
from  the  Journals  of  the  feveral  Commanders,  was  publifhed  in  1772,  in  Three  Vo- 
lumes quarto  } and  Captain  Cook’s  own  account  of  the  fifth,  in  1777*  in  Two  Vo- 
J umes  quarto.  , 
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tions  into  untrodden  paths  in  the  Northern  hcmifphere,  are, 
under  the  fame  famftion,  now  fubmitted  to  the  Public  in 
thcfe  Volumes. 

One  great  plan  of  nautical  invefligation  having  beenpur- 
fucd  throughout,  it  is  obvious,  that  the  feveral  voyages  have  a 
clofe  connexion,  and  that  an  exa<ft  recollection  of  what  had 
been  aimed  at,  and  effected,  in  thofe  that  preceded,  will 
throw  confiderable  light  on  our  period.  With  a view,  there- 
fore, to  allift  the  Reader  in  forming  a juft  eftimatc  of  the 
additional  information  conveyed  by  this  Publication,  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  lay  before  him  a ftiort,  though  comprc- 
henfive,  abftract  of  the  principal  objeCts  that  had  been  pre- 
vioufly  accomplilhed,  arranged  in  fuch  a manner,  as  may 
ferve  to  unite,  into  one  point  of  view,  the  various  articles 
which  lie  fcattered  through  the  voluminous  Journals  al- 
ready in  the  hands  of  the  Public ; thofe  compiled  by  Dr. 
Hawkefworth ; and  that  which  was  written  by  Captain 
Cook  himfelf.  By  thus  fliewing  what  had  been  formerly 
done,  how  much  ftill  remained  for  fubfequent  examina- 
tion, will  be  more  apparent ; and  it  will  be  better  underftood 
on  what  grounds,  though  the  Ihips  of  his  Majefty  had  al- 
ready circumnavigated  the  world  five  different  times,  in  the 
courfe  of  about  ten  years,  another  voyage  fhould  ftill  be 
thought  expedient. 

There  will  be  a farther  ufc  in  giving  fuch  an  abftraCt  a 
place  in  this  Introduction.  The  plan  of  difeovery,  carried 
on  in  fo  many  fucceffive  expeditions,  being  now,  we  may 
take  upon  us  to  fay,  in  a great  meafure  completed;  by 
fumming  up  the  final  refult,  we  fhall  be  better  able  to  do 
juftice  to  the  benevolent  purpofes  it  was  defigned  to  anfwer; 
and  a folid  foundation  will  be  laid,  on  which  we  may  build 
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a fatisfa&ory  anfwer  to  a queftion,  fometimes  alkcd  by 
peevilh  refinement,  and  ignorant  malevolence,  What  bene- 
ficial confcquenccs,  if  any,  have  followed,  or  arc  likely  to 
follow,  to  the  dilcovercrs,  or  to  the  difeovered,  to  the  com- 
mon interells  of  humanity,  or  to  the  increafe  of  ufcful 
knowledge,  from  all  our  boafted  attempts  to  explore  the  dif- 
tant  recefles  of  the  globe  ? 

Tiie  general  object  of  the  feveral  voyages  round  the  world, 
undertaken  by  the  command  of  his  Majelly,  prior  to  that 
related  in  this  work,  was  to  fearch  for  unknown  traCts  of 
land  that  might  exift  within  the  bofom  of  the  immenfe 
expanfe  of  ocean  that  occupies  the  whole  Southern  hemi- 
fpherc. 

Within  that  fpacc,  fo  few  refearches  had  been  made, 
before  our  time,  and  thofe  few  refearches  had  been  made 
fo  imperfe&ly,  that  the  refult  of  them,  as  communicated 
to  the  world  in  any  narration,  had  rather  ferved  to  create 
uncertainty,  than  to  convey  information ; to  deceive  the 
credulous,  rather  than  to  fatisfy  the  judicious  inquirer;  by 
blending  the  true  geography  of  above  half  the  fuperficies  of 
the  earth,  with  an  endlcfs  variety  of  plaufible  conjectures, 
fuggefted  by  ingenious  fpeculation ; of  idle  tales,  handed 
down  by  obfeure  tradition ; or  of  bold  fictions,  invented  by 
deliberate  falfehood. 

It  would  have  been  very  unfortunate,  indeed,  if  five  dif- 
ferent circumnavigators  of  the  globe,  fome  of  them,  at 
leaft,  if  not  all,  in  tracks  little  known,  and  Iefs  frequented, 
had  produced  no  difeoyeries,  to  reward  the  difficulties  and 
perils  unavoidably  encountered.  But  the  following  review 
will  furniffi  the  molt  fatisfaCtory  proofs,  that  his  Majelly ’s 
inftruCtions  have  been  executed  with  ability ; and  that  the 
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repeated  vifits  of  his  fliips  to  the  Southern  hemifphere, 
have  very  confiderably  added  to  our  flock  of  geographical 
knowledge. 

I. 

The  South  Atlantic  Ocean  was  the  firft  fcene  of  our  ope- 
rations. Falkland’s  lilands  had  been  hitherto  barely  known 
to  cxift  j but  their  true  pofition  and  extent,  and  every  cir- 
cumftance  which  could  render  their  exiflcnce  of  any  con- 
fequence,  remained  abfolutely  undecided,  till  Byron  vifited 
them  in  1764.  And  Captain  Macbride,  who  followed  him 
thither  two  years  after,  having  circumnavigated  their  coafts, 
and  taken  a complete  furvey,  a chart  of  Falkland’s  lilands  has 
been  conflruclcd,  with  fo  much  accuracy,  that  the  coafts  of 
Great  Britain,  itfclf,  arc  not  more  authentically  laid  down 
upon  our  maps. 

IIow  little  was  really  known  of  the  iflands  in  the  South 
Atlantic,  even  fo  late  as  the  time  of  Lord  Anion,  we  have 
the  moft  remarkable  proofs,  in  the  Hiftory  of  his  voyage. 
Unavoidably  led  into  miftake,  by  the  imperfe<5l  mate- 
rials then  in  the  polleffion  of  the  world,  he  had  confidered 
Pepys’s  Ifland,  and  Falkland  Iflcs,  as  diftincT:  places,  diftant 
from  each  other  about  five  degrees  of  latitude  *.  Byron’s 
refcarchcs  have  reftified  this  capital  error;  and  it  is  now  de- 
cided, beyond  all  contradiction,  that  future  navigators  will 
mifpcnl  their  lime,  if  they  look  for  Pepys's  Ifland  in  latitude  47° ; it 
being  now  certain,  that  Pepys’t  IJland  is  no  other  than  tbefe  iflands 
of  Falkland  •('. 

• See  Lord  Anfon’s  Voyage,  quarto  edition,  p.  91. 

f Thcfe  arc  Captain  Cook's  words.  Preface  ts  bis  Vcyi^c,  p.  14. ; and  the  evi- 
dence, on  which  he  forms  this  judgment,  may  be  met  with  in  Hawkefworth’s  Journal 
S>(  Byron’s  Voyage,  Vol.  I p.  23,  24.— 51,  52,  53,  54. 

2 Befidcs 
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Befides  the  determination  of  this  confidcrable  point,  other 
lands,  fituated  in  the  South  Atlantic,  have  been  brought 
forward  into  view.  If  the  iflc  of  Georgia  had  been  for- 
merly feen  by  La  Roche,  in  1675,  and  by  Mr.  Guyot,  in  the 
fliip  Lion,  in  175ft,  which  feems  to  be  probable,  Captain  Cook, 
in  177 5,  has  made  us  fully  acquainted  with  its  extent  and 
true  pofition;  and,  in  the  fame  year,  he  added  to  the  map- 
of  the  world  Sandwich  Land,  hitherto  not  known  to  cxill, 
and  the  moll  Southern  difeovery  that  has  been  ever  accorn-- 
pliflicd  *. 

II. 

Though  the  Strait  of  Magalhaens  had  been  frequently 
vifited,  and  failed  through,  by  fhips  of  different  nations, 
before  our  time,  a careful  examination  of  its  bays,  and 
harbours,  and  head  lands  ; of  the  numerous  illands  it  con- 
tains, and  of  the  coafls,  on  both  Cdes,  that  inclofe  it ; and 
an  exaft  account  of  the  tides,  and  currents,  and  foundings, 
throughout  its  whole  extent,  was  a talk,  which,  if  Sir' 
John  Narborough,  and  others,  had  not  totally  omitted, 
they  cannot  be  faid  to  have  recorded  fo  fully,  as  to  pre- 
clude the  utility  of  future  inveftigation.  This  talk  has 
been  ably  and  effectually  performed  by  Byron,  Wallis,  and 
Carteret ; whofc  tranfaftions  in  this  Strait,  and  the  chart  of 
it,  founded  on  their  obfervations  and  difeoveries,  are  a moft 
valuable  acceffion  to  geography. 

IIL 

If  the  cor  reft  information,  thus  obtained,  about  every 
part  of  this  celebrated  Strait,  fliould  deter  future  adven- 
turers from  involving  thcmfelvcs  in  the  difficulties  and 

* See  the  Chut  of  Difeoveries  in  the  South  Atlantic.  Coot’s  Voyage,  Vel.  ii. 
P-  sic. 

embarraffinents 


Digitized  by  Google 


via 


INTRODUCTION. 


cmbarraffmcnts  of  a labyrinth,  now  known  to  be  fo  intri- 
cate, and  the  unavoidable  fource  of  danger  and  delay,  we 
have  the  fatisfadion  to  have  difeovered,  that  a fafer  and 
more  expeditious  entrance  into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  may  be 
reafonably  depended  upon.  The  paflage  round  Cape  Horn, 
has  been  repeatedly  tried,  both  from  the  Eafl  and  from  the 
Weft,  and  ftript  of  its  terrors.  We  fhall,  for  the  future,  be 
lefs  difeouraged  by  the  labours  and  diftrelTes  experienced  by 
the  fquadrons  of  Lord  Anfon  and  Pizarro,  when  we  recoi- 
led, that  they  were  obliged  to  attempt  the  navigation  of  thofe 
feas  at  an  unfavourable  feafon  of  the  year;  and  that  there 
%vas  nothing  very  formidable  met  with  there,  when  they 
were  travelled  by  Captain  Cook. 

To  this  diftinguilhed  navigator  was  referved  the  honour 
of  being  the  firft,  who,  from  a feries  of  the  mod  fatisfadory 
obfervations,  beginning  at  the  Well  entrance  of  the  Strait  of 
Magalhaens,  and  carried  on,  with  unwearied  diligence, 
round  Tierra  del  Fuego,  through  the  Strait  of  Le  Maire,  has 
conftruded  a chart  of  the  Southern  extremity  of  America, 
from  which  it  will  appear,  how  much  former  navigators 
mull  have  been  at  a lofs  to  guide  themfelves,  and  what 
advantages  will  now  be  enjoyed  by  thofe  who  fhall  here- 
after fail  round  Cape  Horn. 


IV. 

As  the  voyages  of  difeovery,  undertaken  by  his  Majcfly's 
command,  have  facilitated  the  accefs  of  Ihips  into  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean,  they  have  alfo  greatly  enlarged  our  knowledge 
of  its  contents. 

Though  the  immenfe  expanfc  ufually  diftinguilhed  by 
this  appellation,  had  been  navigated  by  Europeans  for 
1 near 
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near  two  centuries  and  a half*,  by  far  the  greater  part  of 
it,  particularly.to  the  South  of  the  equator,  had  remained, 
during  all  this  time,  unexplored. 

The  great  aim  of  Magalhaens,  and  of  the  Spaniards  in 
general,  its  firfl  navigators,  being  merely  to  arrive,  by  this 
paffage,  at  the  Moluccas,  and  the  other  Afiatic  Spice  Iflands, 
every  intermediate  part  of  the  ocean  that  did  not  lie  conti- 
guous to  their  Weftern  track,  which  was  on  the  North  fide 
of  the  equator,  ofcourfe  cfcaped  due  examination;  and  if 
Mendana  and  Quiros,  and  fomc  namelefs  conductors  of 
voyages  before  them  f>  by  deviating  from  this  track,  and 
holding  a Wcftcrly  one  from  Callao,  within  the  Southern 
tropic,  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  various  iflands 
there,  and  fo  fangttine  as  to  confider  thofe  iflands  as  marks 
of  the  cxiflcnce  of  a neighbouring  Southern  continent ; in 
the  exploring  of  which  they  flattered  themfelves  they  fhould 
rival  the  fame  of  Dc  Gama  and  Columbus  j thefe  feeble 
efforts  never  led  to  any  effectual  difclofure  of  the  fuppofed 
hidden  mine  of  the  New  World.  On  the  contrary,  their 
voyages  being  condu&ed  without  a judicious  plan,  and  their 
difcovcrics  being  left  imperfect  without  immediate  fet- 
tlement,  or  fubfequent  examination,  and  fcarccly  recorded 
in  any  well-authenticated  or  accurate  narrations,  had  been 
almoft  forgot;  or  were  fo  obfeurely  remembered,  as  only  to 
ferve  the  purpofe  of  producing  perplexing  debates  about 
their  fituation  and  extent ; if  not  to  fuggeft  doubts  about 
their  very  exiflence.  , ) 

• Magalhaens’s  Voyage  was  undertaken  in  1519. 

i See  the  particulars  of  their  difcovcrics  in  Mr.  Dalrymplc’s  valuable  Cohesion 
of  Voyages  in  the  South  Pacific  Ocean. 

Von.  I.  b It 
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It  feems,  indeed,  to  have  become  a very  early  object  of 
policy  in  the  Spaniflt  councils,  to  difcontinue  and  to  dif- 
courage  any  farther  refearches  in  that  quarter.  Already 
mailers  of  a larger  empire  on  the  continent  of  America 
than  they  could  conveniently  govern,  and  of  richer  mines 
of  the  precious  metals  on  that  continent  than  they  could 
convert  into  ufe,  neither  avarice  nor  ambition  fumilhed  rea- 
fons  for  aiming  at  a frelh  accellion  of  dominions.  And  thus, 
though  fettled  all  along  the  Ihorcs  of  this  Ocean,  in  a fitua- 
tion  fo  commodious  for  profecuting  difeoveries  throughout 
its  wide  extent,  the  Spaniards  remained  fatisfied  with  a 
coafting  intercourfe  between  their  own  ports  •,  never  ftretch- 
ing  acrofs  the  vaft  gulph  that  feparates  that  part  of  America 
from  Alia,  but  in  an  unvarying  line  of  navigation  j perhaps 
in  a lingle  annual  fhip,  between  Acapulco  and  Manilla. 

The  tracks  of  other  European  navigators  of  the  South 
Pacific  Ocean,  were,  in  a great  meafure,  regulated  by  thofe 
of  the  Spaniards  ; and  confequently  limited  within  the  fame 
narrow  bounds.  With  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  two  in- 
ftances  only,  thofe  of  Le  Maire  and  Roggcwcin,  no  Ihips  of 
another  nation  had  entered  this  fea,  through  the  Strait  of  Ma- 
galhaens,  or  round  Cape  Horn,  but  for  the  purpofes  of  clan- 
deftine  trade  with  the  Spaniards,  or  of  open  hoflility  againft 
them  : purpofes  which  could  not  be  anfwered,  without  pre- 
cluding any  probable  chance  of  adding  much  to  our  llock 
of  difeovery.  For  it  was  obvioufly  incumbent  on  all  fuch 
adventurers,  to  confine  their  cruifcs  within  a moderate 
dillance  of  the  Spanilh  fettlcments ; in  the  vicinity  of 
which  alone  they  could  hope  to  exercife  their  commerce, 
or  to  execute  their  predatory  and  military  operations.  Ac- 
cordingly, foon  after  emerging  from  the  Strait,  or  com- 
pleting 
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plcting  the  circuit  of  Tierra  del  Fuego,  they  began  to  hold 
a Northerly  courfe,  to  the  uninhabited  iiland  of  Juan  Fer- 
nandez, their  ufual  fpot  of  rendezvous  and  refrefliment.  And, 
after  ranging  along  the  continent  of  America,  from  Chili  to 
California,  they  either  reverfed  their  courfe  back  to  the  At- 
lantic ; or,  if  they  ventured  to  extend  their  voyage,  by  ftretch- 
ing  over  to  Afia,  they  never  thought  of  trying  experiments 
in  the  unfrequented  and  unexplored  parts  of  the  Ocean ; 
but  chofe  the  beaten  path  (if  the  expreflion  may  be  ufed), 
within  the  limits  of  which  it  was  likely  that  they  might 
meet  with  a Philippine  galleon,  to  make  their  voyage  pro- 
fitable to  thcmfelvcs  ; but  could  have  little  profpeft,  if  they 
had  beendefirous,  of  making  it  ufeful  to  the  world,  by  gain- 
ing any  accdfion  of  new  land  to  the  Map  of  the  World. 

By  the  natural  operation  of  thefe  caufes,  it  could  not  but 
happen,  that  little  progrefs  ihould  be  made  toward  obtain- 
ing a full  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  South  Pacific 
Ocean.  Something,  however,  had  been  attempted  by  the 
induflrious,  and  once  enterprifing  Dutch ; to  whom  we  are 
indebted  for  three  voyages,  undertaken  for  the  purpofes  of 
difeovery ; and  whofe  refearchcs,  in  the  Southern  latitudes 
of  this  Ocean,  are  much  better  afeertained  than  are  thofc 
of  the  earlier  Spanifh  navigators  above  mentioned. 

Le  Maire  and  Schouten,  in  1616,  and  Roggewein,  in  1723, 
wifely  judging,  that  nothing  new  could  be  gained  by  ad- 
hering to  the  ufual  pafiage  on  the  North  fide  of  the  line, 
traverfed  this  Ocean  from  Cape  Horn  to  the  Eaft  Indies, 
eroding  the  South  tropic ; a fpace  which  had  been  fo 
fcldom,  and  fo  incfiedhially  vifited  ; though  popular  belief, 
fortified  by  philofophical  fpeculation,  expedted  there  to 
reap  the  richeft  harveft  of  difeovery. 

b 2 Tafman, 
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Tafman,  in  1642,  in  his  cxtenfive  circuit  from  Batavia, 
through  the  South  Indian  Ocean,  entered  the  South  Pacific, 
at  its  greateft  diftance  from  the  American  fide,  where  it 
never  had  been  examined  before.  And  his  range  continued 
from  a high  Southern  latitude,  Northward  to  New  Guinea, 
and  the  iflands  to  the  Eaft  of  it  near  the  equator,  produced 
intermediate  difcovcrics,  that  have  rendered  his  voyage  me- 
morable in  the  annals  of  navigation. 

But  Hill,  upon  the  whole,  what  was  effected  in  thefe 
three  expeditions,  ferved  only  to  fhew  how  large  a field 
was  referved  for  future  and  more  perfevering  examination. 
Their  rcfults  had,  indeed,  enabled  geographers  to  diverfify 
the'  vacant  uniformity  of  former  charts  of  this  Ocean,  by 
the  inlertion  of  fomc  new  iflands.  But  the  number,  and 
the  extent  of  thefe  infertions  were  fo  inconfidcrable,  that 
they  may  be  faid  to  appear 

Rari,  names  in  gurgite  vaflo. 

And,  if  the  difeoveries  were  few,  thofc  few  were  made 
very  imperfectly.  Some  coafts  w’ere  approached,  but  not 
landed  upon  ; and  pafled  without  waiting  to  examine  their 
extent,  and  connection  with  thofc  that  might  exifl  at  no 
great  diftance.  If  others  were  landed  upon,  the  vifits  wrere, 
in  general,  fo  tranfient,  that  it  was  fcarcely  poflible  to  build 
upon  a foundation,  fo  weakly  laid,  any  information  that 
could  even  gratify  idle  curiofity;  much  lefts  fatisfy  philofo- 
phical  inquiry,  or  contribute  greatly  to  the  fafety,  or  to 
the  fucccfts  of  future  navigation. 

Let  us,  however,  do  juftice  to  thefe  beginnings  of  dif- 
covcry.  To  the  Dutch  we  mull,  at  lead,  aferibe  the  merit 
of  being  our  harbingers,  though  wc  afterward  went  beyond 
6 them 
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them  in  the  road  they  had  firft  ventured  to  tread.  And  with 
what  fuccefs  his  Majefty’s  fiiips  have,  in  their  repeated 
voyages,  penetrated  into  the  obfeureft  recedes  of  the  South 
Pacific  Ocean,  will  appear  from  the  following  enumeration 
of  their  various  and  very  extenfive  operations,  which  have 
drawn  up  the  veil  that  had  hitherto  been  thrown  over  the 
geography  of  fo  great  a proportion  of  the  globe. 

x.  The  feveral  lands,  of  which  any  account  had  been 
given,  as  feen  by  any  of  the  preceding  navigators,  Spanifh 
or  Dutch,  have  been  carefully  looked  for;  and  moll  of 
them  (at  lead  fuch  as  feemed  to  be  of  any  confequencc) 
found  out  and  vifited ; and  not  vifited  in  a curfory  manner, 
but  every  means  ufed  to  correct  former  midakes,  and  to 
fupply  former  deficiencies,  by  making  accurate  inquiries 
afliorc,  and  taking  fkilful  furveys  of  their  coads,  by  failing 
round  them.  Who  has  not  heard,  or  read,  of  the  boaded 
Tierra  AuJlraUa  del  E/piritu  Santo  of  Qniros  ! But  its  bold  pre- 
tenfions  to  be  a part  of  a Southern  continent,  could  not 
dand  Captain  Cook's  examination,  who  failed  round  it, 
and  afligned  it  its  true  pofition  and  moderate  bounds,  in  the 
Archipelago  of  the  New  Hebrides  *. 

2.  Befides  pcrfe&ing  many  of  the  difcovcrics  of  their 
predccefTors,  our  late  navigators  have  enriched  geo- 
graphical knowledge  with  a long  catalogue  of  their 
own.  The  Pacific  Ocean,  within  the  South  tropic,  re- 
peatedly traverfed,  * in  every  direction,  was  found  to 
fwarm  with  a feemingly  endlefs  profufion  of  habitable 
fpots  of  land.  Iflands  fcattcrcd  through  the  amazing  fpace 

• Bou’ainviile,  in  1768,  did  no  more  than  difeovor  that  the  land  here  w-is  r.or  con- 
ned, but  computed  of  iflands.  Captain  Cook,  in  1774,  explored  the  whole  gioup. 
See  Cook’s  Voyage,  Vol.  ii.  p.  96. 

Of 
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of  near  fourfcore  degrees  of  longitude,  feparatcd  at  various 
di (lances,  or  grouped  in  numerous  clufters,  have,  at  their 
approach,  as  it  were,  llarted  into  exiftence ; and  fuch  ample 
accounts  have  been  brought  home  concerning  them  and 
their  inhabitants,  as  may  ferve  every  ufeful  purpofe  of  in- 
quiry; and,  to  ufe  Captain  Cook’s  words,  who  bore  fo  con- 
fiderablc  a (hare  in  thofe  difeoveries,  have  left  little  more  to  be 
done  in  that  part  *. 

3.  Byron,  Wallis,  and  Carteret,  had  each  of  them  contri- 
buted toward  increafing  our  knowledge  of  the  iflands  that 
exift  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  within  the  limits  of  the  Southern 
tropic ; but  how  far  that  ocean  reached  to  the  Weft,  what 
lands  bounded  it  on  that  fide,  and  the  connexion  of  thofe 
lands  with  the  difeoveries  of  former  navigators,  was  dill 
the  reproach  of  geographers,  and  remained  abfolutcly  un- 
known, till  Captain  Cook,  during  his  firft  voyage  in  1770% 
brought  back  the  moft  fatisfadlory  decifion  of  this  import- 
ant queftion.  With  a wonderful  perfeverance,  and  confum- 
matc  (kill,  amidft  an  uncommon  combination  of  perplexi- 
ties and  dangers,  he  traced  this  coaft  near  two  thoufand 
miles  from  the  38*  of  South  latitude,  crols  the  tropic,  to  its 
Northern  extremity,  within  10’i  of  the  equinoctial,  where 
it  was  found  to  join  the  lands  already  explored  by  the 
Dutch,  in  feveral  voyages  from  their  Afiatic  fettlements,  and 
to  which  they  have  given  the  name  of  New  Holland. 
Thofe  difeoveries  made  in  the  laft  century,  before  Tafman’s 
voyage,  had  traced  the  North  and  the  Weft  coafls  of  this 
land ; and  Captain  Cook,  by  his  extenfive  operations  on  its 
Eaft  fide,  left  little  to  be  done  toward  completing  the  full 
circuit  of  it.  Between  Cape  Hicks,  in  latitude  38’,  where 
his  examination  of  this  coaft  began ; and  that  part  of  Van 

• Cook’s  Voyage,  Vcl.  ii.  p.  239.  t See  HawkdVorth’s  Colleflion,  Vo),  iii, 
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Diemen’s  Land,  from  whence  Tafman  took  his  departure, 
was  not  above  fifty-five  leagues.  It  was  highly  probable, 
therefore,  that  they  were  connedled  ; though  Captain  Cook 
cautioully  fays,  that  be  could  not  determine  whether  hisNew South 
Wales,  that  is,  the  Eaft  Coaft  of  New  Holland,  joins  to  Van 
Diemens  Land,  or  no*.  But  what  was  thus  left  undetermined 
by  the  operations  of  his  fir  ft  voyage,  wa9,  in  the  courfe  of 
his  fccond,  toon  cleared  up ; Captain  Furncaux,  in  the  Ad- 
venture,  during  his  reparation  from  the  Refolution  (a  for- 
tunate reparation  as  it  thus  turned  out)  in  1773,  having  ex- 
plored Van  Diemen’s  Land,  from  its  Southern  point,  along 
the  Eaft  coaft,  far  beyond  Tafman’s  ftation,  and  on  to  the 
latitude  38",  where  Captain  Cook’s  examination  of  it  in  1770 
had  commenced  f. 

It  is  no  longer,  therefore,  a doubt,  that  we  have  now  a 
full  knowledge  of  the  whole  circumference  of  this  vaft 
body  of  land,  this  fifth  part  of  the  world  (if  I may  fo  fpeak), 
which  our  late  voyages  have  difeovered  to  be  of  fo  amazing 
a magnitude,  that,  to  ufe  Captain  Cook’s  words,  it  is  of  a 
larger  extent  than  any  other  country  in  the  biown  world , that  docs 
not  bear  the  name  of  a continent.  $. 

4.  Tafman  having  entered  the  Pacific  Ocean,  after  leav- 
ing Van  Diemen’s  Land,  had  fallen  in  with  a coaft  to  which 
he  gave  the  name  of  New  Zealand.  The  extent  of  this 
coaft,  and  its  pofition  in  any  direction  but  a part  of  its  Weft 
fide,  which  he  failed  along  in  his  courfc  Northward,  being 
left  ablblutcly  unknown,  it  had  been  a favourite  opinion 
amongft  geographers,  fince  his  time,  that  New  Zealand  was 

• Hawkefworth,  Vol,  iii.  p.  483, 
f Cook’s  Voyage,  Vol.  i.  p.  114, 

3 Hawefwostb,  Vol,  iii,  p.  62s. 
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a part  of  a Southern  continenr,  running  North  and  South, 
from  the  33*  to  the  64*  of  South  latitude,  and  its  Northern 
coad,  firetching  crofs  the  South  Pacific  to  an  immcnfc 
difiance,  where  its  Eaftem  boundary  had  been  fccn  by 
Juan  Fernandez,  half  a century  before.  Captain  Cook’s 
voyage  in  the  Endeavour,  has  totally  dcflroyed  this  fuppofi- 
tion.  Though  Tafman  mull  dill  have  the  credit  of  having 
lird  feen  New  Zealand ; to  Captain  Cook  folely  belongs  that 
of  having  really  explored  it.  He  fpent  near  fix  months 
upon  its  ccafts  in  1769  and  1770*,  circumnavigated  it  com- 
pletely, and  af'certained  its  extent  and  -divifion  into  two 
illandsf.  Repeated  vifits  fince  that,  have  perfected  this  im- 
portant difeovery,  which,  though  now  known  to  be  no  part 
of  a Southern  continent,  will,  probably,  in  all  future  charts 
of  the  world,  be  difiinguilhed  as  the  larged  iflands  that 
exid  in  that  part  of  the  Southern  hemifphcre. 

$.  Whether  New  Holland  did  or  did  not  join  to  New 
Guinea,  was  a queflion  involved  in  much  doubt  and  uncer- 
tainty, before  Captain  Cook's  failing  between  them,  through 
Endeavour  Strait,  decided  it.  Wc  will  not  hefitate  to  call 
this  an  important  acquifttion  to  geography.  For  though 
the  great  fagacity  and  extenfivc  reading  of  Mr.  Dalrymple, 
had  difeovered  lome  traces  of  fuch  a paflage  having  been 
found  before  J,  yet  thefe  traces  were  fo  obfeure,  and  lb  little 
known  in  the  prefent  age,  that  they  had  not  generally  re- 
gulated the  confirutflion  of  our  charts ; the  Prefident  De 

• From  O&ober  6,  1769s  to  March  31,  1770. 

+ Its  Southern  extremity  nearly  in  latitude  47®,  and  its  Northern  in  35®*.  See 
Captain  Cook's  chart,  in  Hawkcfworth,  Vol.  ii.  p.  281. 

X See  the  track  of  Torre,  in  one  of  Quiros’s  Ihips,  in  1606,  between  New  Hol- 
land and  New  Guinea,  upon  Mr.  Dalrymplc's  Chart  of  Difcoverics  in  the  South 
Pacific  Ocean,  before  1764. 
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Brofles*,  who  wrote  in  1756,  and  was  well  verfed  in  geo- 
graphical refearchcs,  had  not  been  able  to  fatisfy  himfelf 
about  them;  and  Monf.  de  Bougainville,  in  1768,  who  had 
ventured  to  fall  in  with  the  South  coafl  of  New  Guinea,  near 
ninety  leagues  to  the  Weft  ward  of  its  South  Eaft  point,  chofc 
rather  to  work  thofe  ninety  leagues  dirciflly  to  windward,  at 
a time  when  his  people  were  in  fuch  diflrefs  for  provifions 
as  to  cat  the  feal-fkins  from  off  the  yards  and  rigging,  than 
to  run  the  rilk  of  finding  a paffage,  of  the  cxiftence  of 
which  he  entertained  the  ftrongeft  doubts,  by  perfevering  in 
his  Wefterly  courfe  f.  Captain  Cook  therefore  in  this  part 
of  his  voyage  (though  he  modeftly  difclaims  all  merit  J), 
has  eftablilhed,  beyond  future  controvcrfy,  a fadt  of  cf- 
fential  fervice  to  navigation,  by  opening  if  not  a new,  at 
leaft  an  unfrequented  and  forgotten  communication  be- 
tween the  South  Pacific  and  Indian  Oceans. 

6.  One  more  difeovery,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  Cap- 
tain Carteret,  as  fimilar  in  fome  degree  to  that  laft  men- 
tioned, may  properly  fucceed  it,  in  this  enumeration. 
Dampicr,  in  failing  round  what  was  fuppofed  to  be  part  of 
the  coaft  of  New  Guinea,  difeovered  it  td  belong  to  a fepa- 
rate  ifland,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  New  Britain. 
But  that  the  land  which  he  named  New  Britain,  fhould  be 
fub-divided  again  into  two  feparate  large  iflands,  with  many 

• M.  dc  Brofles  fays  of  New  Guinea : “ C’eft  une  longue  ifle,  ou  prdqu'  ifle, 
u f,  e)]c  touche  a la  Nouvelle  Hollands. ” Nmigatim  aun  Tern  Aujlraltt,  Tom.  i. 
p.  434. 

t >*  Le  trifle  ctat  ou  nous  etions  reduits,  ne  nous  permettoit  de  chercher  en  faifant 
« route  a I’oueft,  un  pafl'age  au  fud  de  la  Nouvelle  Guinee,  qui  nous  fraj  it  par  le 
« Golfe  de  la  Carpentetie  une  route  nouvelle  tc  courte  aux  lies  Moluques.  Rim 
« n'itait  i la  viriti  flat  prtlUmatiqxt  j«t  I'lxijloict  ill  « pajf'ti''  Voyage  autour  du 
Monde,  p.  159. 

3 Hawfcefworth,  Vol.  iii.  p.  660. 
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fmaller  intervening,  is  a point  of  geographical  information, 
which,  if  ever  traced  by  any  of  the  earlieft  navigators  of 
the  South  Pacific,  had  not  been  handed  down  to  tire  prefent 
age  : and  its  having  been  afcertained  by  Captain  Carteret, 
deferves  to  be  mentioned  as  a difcovery,  in  the  ftridteft  fenfe 
of  the  word  ; a difcovery  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  na- 
vigation. St.  George's  Channel,  through  which  his  Ihip 
found  a way,  between  New  Britain  and  New  Ireland,  from 
the  Pacific  into  the  Indian  Ocean*  to  ufe  the  Captain’s  own 
words*,  “ is  a much  better  and  Ihortcr  pafiage,  whether 
from  the  Eaftward  or  Weftward,  than  round  all  the  illands 
and  lands  to  the  Northward  f.” 

V. 

The  voyages  of  Byron,  Wallis,  and  Carteret  were  prin- 
cipally confined  to  a favourite  objedl  of  difcovery  in  tlio 
South  Atlantic,  and  though  acceflions  to  geography  were 
procured  by  them  in  the  South  Pacific,  they  could  do  but 
little  toward  giving  the  world  a complete  view  of  the  con- 
tents of  that  immenfeexpanfe  of  ocean,  through  which  they 
only  held  a diredt  track,  on  their  way  homeward  by  the 
Eall-Indies.  Cook,  indeed,  who  was  appointed  to  the 
condudt  of  the  fucceeding  voyage,  had  a more  accurate  ex- 
amination of  the  South  Pacific  intrufted  to  him.  But  as  the 
improvement  of  afironomy  went  hand  in  hand,  in  his  in- 
ftrudfions,  with  that  of  geography,  the  Captain’s  folicitutle 

* Hawkefworth,  Vol.  I.  p.  563. 

f The  pofition  of  the  Solomon  I Hands,  Mcndana’s  celebrated  difcovery,  will  no 
longer  remain  a matter  in  debate  amongft  geographers,  Mr.  Dalrymptc  having,  on 
the  mod  fatisfa&ory  evidence,  proved,  that  they  are  the  clufter  of  i Hands  which  corn- 
prizes  what  has  fincc  been  called  New  Britain,  New  Ireland,  ice.  The  great  light 
thrown  on  that  duller  by  Captain  Carteret’s  difcovery,  is  a ftrong  confirmation  of 
this.  See  Mr.  Dalrymple’s  Collection  of  Voyages,  Vol.  i.  p.  16— 21. 
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to  arrive  at  Otaheite  time  enough  to  obferve  the  (ranftt  of 
Venus,  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  deviate  from  his  diredt 
track,  in  fearch  of  unknown  lands  that  might  lie  to  the 
South  Haft  of  that  ifland.  By  this  unavoidable  attention  to 
his  duty,  a very  confiderable  part  of  the  South  Pacific,  and 
that  part  where  the  richeft  mine  of  difeovery  was  fuppofed 
to  exift,  remained  unvifited  and  unexplored,  during  that 
voyage  in  the  Endeavour.  To  remedy  this,  and  to  clear  up 
a point,  which,  though  many  of  the  learned  were  confident 
of,  upon  principles  of  fpeculative  reafoning,  and  many  of 
the  unlearned  admitted,  upon  what  they  thought  to  be  cre- 
dible teflimony,  was  flill  held  to  be  very  problematical,  if 
not  abfolutcly  groundlefs,  by  others  who  were  lefs  fanguinc 
or  more  incredulous  ; his  Majefty,  always  ready  to  forward 
every  inquiry  that  can  add  to  the  flock  of  interefling  know- 
ledge in  every  branch,  ordered  another  expedition  to  be  un- 
dertaken. The  lignal  fervices  performed  by  Captain  Cook, 
during  his  firfl  voyage,  of  which  we  have  given  the  out- 
lines, marked  him  as  the  fittefl  perfon  to  finifh  an  examina- 
tion which  he  had  already  fo  fkilfully  executed  in  part.  Ac- 
cordingly, he  was  fent  out  in  1773,  with  two  fliips,  the  Re- 
folution  and  Adventure,  upon  the  molt  enlarged  plan  of 
difeovery  known  in  the  annals  of  navigation.  For  he  was 
inflrucfled  not  only  to  circumnavigate  the  whole  globe,  but 
to  circumnavigate  it  in  high  Southern  latitudes,  making 
fuch  traverfes,  from  time  to  time,  into  every  corner  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean  not  before  examined,  as  might  finally  and  ef- 
fe&ually  refolve  the  much  agitated  queflion  about  the  cxifl- 
ence  of  a Southern  continent,  in  any  part  of  the  Southern 
hemifpheie  acceffible  by  navigation. 

The  ample  acceffions  to  geography,  by  the  difeovery  of 
many  illands  within  the  Tropic  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  in  the 
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courfe  of  this  voyage,  which  was  carried  on,  with  Angular 
perfeverancc,  between  three  and  four  years,  have  been  al- 
ready Rated  to  the  reader.  But  the  general  fearch  now 
made,  throughout  the  whole  Southern  hemisphere,  as  being 
the  principal  objedl  in  view,  hath  been  referved  for  this  Se- 
parate article.  Here,  indeed,  we  are  not  to  take  notice  of 
lands  that  have  been  difeovered,  but  of  feas  failed  through, 
where  lands  had  been  fuppofed  to  exifl.  In  tracing  the 
route  of  the  Refolution  and  Adventure,  throughout  the 
South  Atlantic,  the  South  Indian,  and  the  South  Pacific 
Oceans  that  environ  the  globe,  and  combining  it  with  the 
route  of  the  Endeavour,  we  receive  what  may  be  called  ocu- 
lar demonfiration,  that  Captain  Cook,  in  his  perfevering  re- 
searches, failed  over  many  an  extenfive  continent,  which, 
though  fuppofed  to  have  been  feen  by  former  navigators,  at 
the  approach  of  his  fhips,  funk  into  the  bofom  of  the  ocean, 
and,  like  the  bafelefs  fabric  of  a vi/ion,  left  not  a rack  behind*. 

It 

• I(  muft  be  obferved,  however,  tbit  Monfieur  le  Monier,  in  the  Memoir*  of  the 
Flench  Academy  of  Science*  foe  1776,  pleads  for  the  exiftcnce  of  Cape  Circumri. 
lion,  feen  by  Bouvet  in  1738,  which  our  Englilh  navigator  fought  for  in  vain,  and 
fuppofes  to  have  been  only  an  ifland  of  ice.  Mr.  Wales,  in  a paper  read  before  the 
Roval  Society,  very  forcibly  replied  to  M.  le  Monier’s  objections ; and  the  attack 
having  been  repeated,  he  has  drawn  up  a more  extended  defence  of  this  part  of  Cap- 
tain Cook’s  Journal,  which  he  hath  very  obligingly  communicated,  and  is  here  in- 
fcrtcd. 

Jrpumtnh,  tinting  to  prove  that  Captain  Cut  fought  fur  Cape  Circutntifun  uniter  the  pro- 
per Meridian  ; and  that  the  ObjeOiont  which  have  been  made  to  hit  Conduct,  in  this 
refpett,  are  not  well  founded. 

In  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Science*  at  Paris  for  1776,  printed  in 
*779,  M.  Le  Monier  has  made  fome  remarks,  with  a defign  to  lhow  that  Captain 
Cook  fought  the  land,  ufually  called  Cape  Circumcifion,  in  a wrong  pUce  ; and  that, 
jnflead  of  looking  for  it  under  the  meridian  of  9“  J or  10“  of  Eaft  longitude,  he  ought 
to  have  looked  for  it  under  a meridian  which  is  only  3°,  or  3"  i to  the  Eaftward  of  the 

meridian 
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It  has  been  urged,  that  the  exiftencc  of  a Southern  con- 
tinent is  ncceirary  to  preferve  an  equilibrium  between  the 

two 

meridian  of  Greenwich : and  confequendy  that  this  land  may  exit!,  notwithftanding 
all  that  has  yet  been  done  to  find  it.  M.  Lt  Mmitr  has  alfo  two  additional  Memoirs 
on  the  fame  fubjefi,  in  the  volume  for  1779,  occafioncd,  as  it  appears,  by  feme  ob- 
jections which  have  been  made  to  his  former  Memoir  before  the  Academy.  For  fome 
rcafon  or  other,  the  Academy  has  not  thought  proper  to  print  the  objections  which 
have  been  made  to  M.  Lt  Mmitr' t hypothefis  ; nor  has  he  been  particular  enough  in 
his  two  Memoirs,  which  reply  to  them,  to  enable  me  to  fay  of  what  importance  the 
objeSions  are.  I can  only  gather,  that  they  contain  fome  exceptions  to  the  quantity 
by  which  M.  Lt  Mmitr  aliens  the  variation  alters  in  10"  of  longitude,  under  the. 
parallel  of  54”  South  ; and  which,  I conceive,  has  little  to  do  in  the  difpute. 

Whether  the  land,  ufually  called  Cape  Circumcifion,  cxifts  or  not,  is  a point  of 
fmall  importance  to  geography ; as  the  moll  ftrenuous  afferters  of  its  exigence  mud 
allow  it  to  be  a very  inconfiderable  ifland,  and  of  no  ufc.  This,  therefore,  is  not, 
in  itfclf,  a matter  worthy  of  difpute  : but,  in  averting  this,  M.  Lt  Mmitr  has,  and  I 
am  forry  to  obferve  it,  with  fome  afperity  too,  particularly  in  his  fecond  Memoir, 
endeavoured  to  confute  the  judgment  and  conduct  of  Captain  Cook,  whofe  memory  I 
have  every  reafon  to  revere,  as  well  as  the  judgment  of  thofe  who  were  with  him  } 
and  on  this  account,  I cannot  help  feeling  myfclf  called  on  to  explain  the  motives 
which  induced  Captain  Cut  to  place  no  dependence  on  the  arguments,  now  adduced 
by  M.  Lt  Mmitr,  in  fupport  of  his  fuppofition  ; and  which,  M.  Lt  Mmitr  muft 
know,  were  not  unattended  to,  at  that  time,  from  what  the  Captain  has  faid,  p.  236. 

Vo|  il.  of  his  Account  of  the  Voyage.  And  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve  here,  that 
what  fell  from  Captain  Cut,  on  this  fubjecl,  was  to  lhew  that  this  circumltance  was 
then  attended  to,  and  not  to  throw  blame  on  M.  Bntvtl,  for  whofe  memory  and 
abilities  Captain  Cut  entertained  great  refpea : nor  is  it  incompatible  with  the  utmoft 
refpeft,  for  a man  to  have  a favourable  opinion  of  his  own  labours ; or  to  endeavour 
to  lhew  why  he  thinks  the  difagreement  between  them  and  thofe  of  another  perfon, 
when  there  is  one,  does  not  arife  from  an  error  committed  by  himfelf.  There  could, 
therefore,  be  no  occafion  for  M.  Lt  Mmitr  to  exprefs  himfelf  as  he  has  done  in 
fcveral  parts  of  his  fecond  Memoir. 

The  fubftance  of  M.  Lt  Mmitr'%  argument  is  this.  In  1739,  when  M.  Bmvtt'i 
difeovery  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  made,  the  methods  for  determining  the  longitude 
of  a lhip  at  fea  were  very  defective  ; and,  of  courtc,  die  longitude  .of  any  land  which 
happened  accidentally  to  be  feen  by  one,  was  equally  uncertain.  On  a preemption 
that  this  was  the  cafe  with  refpea  to  Cape  Circumcifion,  M.  Lt  Mmitr  enquires  into 
the  quantity  of  the  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle,  obl'ervcd  by  M.  Bouvet  at  that  place, 
and  alfo  into  obfervations  of  the  lame  kind,  made  at  other  places  in  tile  neighbourhood 
of  it,  about  the  fame  time,  as  well  as  both  before  and  lince.  And  by  comparing 
thefe  obfervations  together,  he  concludes,  that  at  the  time  when  Captain  Cook  was 
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r\vo  liemifpheres.  But  however  plaufible  this  theory  may 
feem,  at  firft  fight,  experience  has  abundantly  deteded  its 

fallacy. 

in  tlietc.Ccas,  llie  variation  of  (he  needle  at  Cape  Circumcilion  muft  have  been  10° 
Wefterly  : whereas,  in  the  moft  Wefterly  point  of  Captain  Cook’s  traft,  where  he 
was  fufficicntly  near  the  parallel  of  54°  South,  to  have  feen  land  fit  wared  in  it,  the 
variation  was  13°  | Wefterly.  This  difference  of  3°$,  in  the  variation,  anfwcrs  to 
about  70  of  longitude,  in  this  part  of  the  parallel  of  540  South:  and  by  fo  much  did 
Captain  Cook  fall  in  with  this  parallel  to  the  Eaft  ward  of  what  he  ought  to  have  done 
to  fee  die  land  in  queftion.  Hence  (M.  Le  Monicr  infers),  that  it  is  not  furpriz- 
“ ing  the  Hrittfh  navigator  fliould  not  find  Cape  Circumcifion  under  a meridian 
“ which  is  28“  * to  the  Eaft  ward  of  Ferro,  when  it  is  really  fuuatcd  under  a meridian 
“ which  is  but  2i°$  to  the  Eaftward  of  it.” 

In  replying  to  thefe  allegations,  I (hall,  firft,  (hew,  that,  granting  the  depend- 
ence which  M.  Lt  Minitr  fuppofes  may  be  placed  on  obfervations  of  the  variation 
made  at  fca,  he  has  fluted  die  quantity  of  the  variation,  obferved  on  board  the  Refolu- 
lion,  very  erroneoufiy. 

Secondly,  I fhall  prove,  beyond  contradict  ion,  that  obfervations  of  the  variation, 
made  at  fca,  cannot  be  depended  on,  for  the  purpofes  to  which  M.  Lt  Ahnitr  has  ap- 
plied them. 

And,  laftly,  that  no  material  error  had  crept  into  At.  Bnvet's  reckoning  ; but  that 
if  any  error  did  cxill,  jt  mull  have  been  of  a contrary  nature  to  that  which  M.  Le  Alt- 
nier  fuppofes. 

That  At.  Le  ALnier  has  not  given  altogether  a true  .reprefentation  of  the  matter, 
will  appear  from  hence.  On  the  2 6th  of  February,  at  noon  •,  the  Rcfohition  was  in 
latitude  54®  31 J'  South,  w hich  is  fufEcicntly  near  die  parallel  of  540  South,  to  fee 
high  land,  the  Northern  extremity  of  which  lies  to  the  Southward  of  that  parallel ; 
and  at  that  time  we  were  in  6°  Eaft  of  Greenwich,  or  23®  \ Eaft  of  the  ifland  of 
Ferro:  that  is,  4°*  lefs  than  is  afligned  for  our  fituation  by  AL  Lt  Msnitr.  On  the 
evenin'*  of  the  fame  day,  the  (hip  being  in  latitude  54"  24',  and  longitude  6°  30*,  or 
24*  l Eaft  of  Ferro,  the  variation  was  no  more  than  12°  7 Weft,  which  alfo  is  near  a 
degree  and  half  left  than  Al.  Le  ALtnier  fays  it  was,  when  wc  firft  arrived  in  a proper 
parallel  for  feeing  Cape  Circumcifion.  It  is  true,  the  next  morning,  in  latitude 
54°  21 1'  South,  longitude  8°  6'  Eaft,  wc  had  13°  42'  Weft  variation  ; but  this  was 
after  we  had  run  more  than  two  degrees  within  fight  of  the  parallel  of  54°  South.  It 
is,  moreover,  highly  probable,  that  both  thefe  variations  were  too  great ; for,  on  the 
17th,  in  the  evening,  latitude  54®  25'  South,  and  longitude  9*  20'  tall ; that  is,  i°  $ 

more 


* I here  go  by  the  datei  in  “ The  Original  Aftronomical  Obfervations"  printed  by  or- 
der of  the  Board  of  Longitude;  which,  after  the  14th  of  February  1775,  differ  one  day 
fi cm  Captain  Cook’s  date.. 
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fallacy.  In  confcquencc  of  Captain  Cook's  voyage,  now 
under  confideration,  we  have  a thorough  knowledge  of  the 

ftate 

more  to  the  Eaftward,  and  after  we  had  run  3*  $•  on  the  parallel  we  were  then  on,  th» 
variation  was  no  more  than  13*  16'  Weft.  It  is  alfo  worthy  of  remark,  that  on  the 
14th,  in  the  evening,  latitude  56°  14$'  South,  and  longitude  40  50'  Eaft,  which  it 
but  1®  10'  to  the  Wcftward  of  the  point,  where  the  Rofolution  came  firft  into  a 
proper  fituation  to  fee  land,  fituated  in  the  parallel  of  54°  South,  the  variation  obferved 
was  no  more  than  6®  50'  Weft.  And  we  may  further  add,  that  on  the  lft  of  March, 

1774,  the  Adventure  had  no  more  than  T2°  £ Weft  variation,  though  fhc  was  then 
confiderably  both  to  the  Northward  and  Eaftward  of  our  fituation  on  the  17th  of  Fe«* 
bruary  in  the  morning,  on  both  which  accounts  the  variation  ought  to  have  been 
greater,  inftead  of  a . whole  degree  left.  From  all  thefe  circumftanccs,  there  can  bo 
little  doubt  but  that  the  two  variations,  obferved  by  us  on  the  16th  and  17th  of  Fe-» 
bruary,  were  too  great  ; or  that  the  variation,  at  the  point  wheie  the  Rcfolution  firft 
came  fufiiciently  near  the  parallel  of  54°  South,  to  fee  land,  the  Northern  extremity, 
of  which  is  fituated  in  that  paralfel,  could  not  be  more  than  1 1°  { Weft,  inftead  of 
1 3®  I,  as  Af.  Le  Monitr  has  reprefented  it. 

Under  this  head  of  enquiry  I may  alfo  obferve,  that  although  the  Refolution  was  too 
much  to  the  Southward  of  the  parallel  of  540  South,  when  fhc  eroded  the  meridian 
which  is  21®  f to  fM  Eaftward  of  Ferro  ; that  is,  3^  Eaft  of  Greenwich,  the  longi- 
tude which  Af.  Le  Afanier  afligns  for  Cape  Circumcifion,  to  fee  if  itliadbccn  in  that 
fituation  ; yet  her  confort,  the  Adventure,  was  for  fcvcral  degrees  on  each  ftdc  of  that 
meridian;  and  efpccially  when  flic  had  10®}  of  Weft  variation,  full  as  near  to  the  pa- 
rallel of  540  South,  as  Af.  Bcuvet  was  to  the  land  when  he  faw  it  * : and  on  the  day 
that  flic  actually  palfed  that  meridian,  had  fine  clear  weather  f.  Hence,  therefore, 
granting  Af.  Le  Monitr  his  own  arguments,  which,  however,  I have  proved  to  be 
erroneous ; and  that  obfervations  made  at  fca,  for  the  variation  of  the  compafs,  mav 
be  depended  on  for^  flic  purpofu  of  finding  the  longitude,  it  is  utterly  impolitic  that 
both  the  Rcfolution  and  Adventure  could  have  palled  Cape  Circumcifion  without 
feeing  it.  But  I fhall  now  fhew,  that  thefe  obfervations  are  liable  to  n much  greater 
error  than  the  whole  quantity,  fo  vigoroufly  infilled  on  by  this  gentleman. 

I will  not  here  run  the  rifle  of  incurring  M.  Le  Monitr? s difplcafurc,  by  calling  the 
accuracy  of  M.  Bouvet's  obfervations  in  queftion  ; but  will  admit  every  thing  that  lie 
himfelf  can  think  due  to  the  inftruments  and  obfervations  of  that  deferring  navigator. 

It  is  enough  for  my  argument,  and  it  is  but  too  evident,  from  the  obfervations  them- 
fwlvcs,  that  ours  were  by  no  means  capable  of  determining  the  variation  to  fo  fmall  a 

quantity 

• Sre  The  Original  Aftronomical  Obfervations,  p.  iSj,' and  Bouvet's  Voyage,  publiihed 
by  Mr.  Dalrymple,  p.  4,  and  n. 

f See  the  Obfervations,  p.  ai3. 
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Hare  of  the  Southern  hcmifphere,  and  can  pronounce  with 
certainty,  that  the  equi/ibrivm  of  the  globe  is  effectually 

preferred, 

Quantity  at  (hat  which  M.  Lt  Mcnitr  refts  his  whole  caufe  upon  j and  if  To,  his  argu* 
merits,  which  depend  wholly  on  a fuppofition,  that  not  only  they,  but  M.  Bctrvei* f 
alfo,  were  capable  of  determining  it  with  the  utmoft  exa&neft,  muft  fall  to  the 
ground. 

i ft.  It  appears,  from  various  in  (lances,  that  the  variations  obferved  by  the  (ame 
compafs  would  differ  30  to  5%  6",  and  fometimes  even  10%  from  no  other  caufe  what- 
ever, but  putting  the  (hip’s  head  a contrary  way  *. 

ad,  That  the  fame  compafs,  in  the  fame  fituation  in  every  refpedf,  within  a few 
miles,  but  at  two  different  times  of  the  fame  day,  would  give  variations  differing  from 
one  another,  3%  40,  5°,  6®,  and  even  7®  f* 

3d,  That  the  fame  compafs,  on  the  fame  day,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  fame  obferver, 
will  give  variations  differing  from  one  another  by  5*,  on  board  the  fame  (hip,  when 
tinder  fail,  and  when  at  anchor  in  a road-ftcad  *. 

4th,  Compares,  made  by  the  fame  artift,  at  the  fame  time  and  place,  but  on  board 
■different  (hips,  differed  3%  4%  and  even  5®  in  the  variation  §. 

5th,  The  fame  Compares,  on  board  the  fame  (hip,  and  within  a few  miles  of  the 
fame  fituation,  but  at  different  times  of  our  being  there,  gave  variations  differing  by 
40  and  5®,  or  upwards  j. 

6th,  Different 


• Seethe  Original  Agronomical  Observation?,  made  in  the  fecond  Voyage,  March  it, 
«773*  P*  17**  January  24,  1774,  p.375.  and  July  a8,  p.378. 

f Obfervations  in  the  fecond  Voyage,  February  j,  1773,  p.  371.  and  January  19,  1775, 
p.  38*.  Alfo  Observations  in  Uft  Voyage,  July  17,  1776,  p.  179.  Auguli  30,  p.  181.  Ja- 
nuary 24,  1777,  p.  192*  and  September  15,  1778,  p.  205. 

J Agronomical  obfervations  of  fecond  Voyage,  July  14,  1775,  p.  383. 

4 Compare  the  Aflronomic.ri  Obfervations  made  in  the  fecond  Voyage,  Aogaftt,  and  4, 
and  September  a,  177a.  p*  181.  with  thofe  of  the  fame  dates,  p.  369.  Thofe  of  January 
11,  and  14,  and  Febniaryy,  1771,  p.  lBs,  with  thofe  of  the  fame  dates,  p.  371,  All'o 
A tlroaomical  Obfervations,  made  in  the  lad  Voyage,  of  December  27,  1776,  p.  191.  Fe* 
bruary  a a,  1778,  p.aoi.  May  y,  and  8,  p.  102.  July  9,  and  14,  1779,  p.  209.  and 
January  16,  1780,  p.  a 12.  with  thofe  ot  rhe  fame  dates,  p.  291,  293,  294,  29-*, 
and  298. 

||  Compare  Aftronomical  Obfervations,  made  in  the  fecond  Voyage,  February  10, 
p.  375.  with  Obfervations  of  December  11,  1774,  p.  381.  Alfo  Observations,  made 
an  the  lalt  Voyage,  May  3,  and  June  18,  1779,  P* 
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preferred,  though  the  proportion  of  fea  actually  failed 
through,  leaves  no  fuflicient  fpace  for  the  correfponding 

mafs 

6th,  Different  compaffes,  at  the  fame  time,  onboard  the  fame  (hip,  and  in  every 
refpeft  under  the  fame  circuraftances,  will  give  variations  differing  from  one  another, 
3°»  4°>  5°»  and  6* 

Thefe  differences,  feveral  of  which  happened  very  near  the  place  in  queftion,  are  all 
of  them  at  Icaft  equal  to,  mod  of  them  much  greater,  and  fomc  of  them  double  that 
which  M.  Lt  Monirr  founds  his  argument  on,  even  according  to  his  own  account  of  it, 
which  I have  already  fliewn  is  by  no  means  admi/Eble,  and,  therefore,  totally  invali- 
date it.  To'allege  that  the  inffruments  made  ufe  of  in  Captain  Cook’s  two  voyages 
were  bad,  or  that  the  oblervcrs  were  not  expert  in  the  ufe  of  them,  will  anfwcr  no 
purpofe : they  are  the  inffruments  and  obfervers  which  M Le  Monier's,  argument 
mull  reft  on;  and,  therefore,  let  thofe  of  the  French,  or  any  other  navigator,  have 
been  ever  fo  much  better  than  thcy]wcrc  (which  few  will  be  hardy  enough  to  affert,  and 
fewer  ftill  found  weak  enough  to  believe),  it  will  avail  nothing  to  the  point  in  difpute, 
which  muft  evidently  fall  to  the  ground,  if  the  observations  made  for  finding  the  varia- 
tion in  Captain  Cook’s  voyage  are  not  fuflicient  to  fupport  it.  What  then  muft  be- 
come of  it,  if  M.  Bouvet' s obfervations,  of  this  kind,  were  liable  to  an  equal,  or  a 
greater  error  ? which,  without  any  reafonable  caufc  for  offence,  we  might  fuppofc 
they  were. 

It  is  not  neccfiary  to  account  for  thefe  differences  in  the  obferved  variations  in  this 
place,  nor  yet  to  point  out  the-reafons  why  fuch  anomalies  have  not  been  noticed  in 
obfervations  of  this  kind  before.  I (ball,  however,  remark,  that  I have  hinted  at 
feme  of  the  caufes  in  my  introdu&ion  to  the  obfervations  which  were  made  in  Captain 
Cook’s  fccond  voyage ; and  many  others  will  readily  offer  themfdves  to  perfons  who 
have  had  much  practice  in  making  thefe  obfervations,  and  who  have  attentively  con- 
fidcred  the  principles  on  which  the  inffruments  areconffru&cd,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  fabricated.  Nor  is  it  at  all  furprifing,  that  the  errors  to  which  the  inffru- 
ments and  obfervations  of  this  kind  are  liable,  ftiould  not  have  been  difeovered  before, 
fincc  no  navigators  before  us  ever  gave  the  fame  opportunity,  by  multiplying  their 
obfervations,  and  making  them  under  fuch  a variety  of  circumftauccs  as  wc  did. 

Having  now  fully  fhewn,  that  the  circumftances,  brought  forward  by  Al.  Le  Ms- 
niert  in  fupport  of  his  argument,  are  neither  fuch  as  can  be  depended  on,  nor  yet 

fairly 


• Obfervatinns  made  in  the  fecond  Voyage,  February  2,  1 773,  p.  371.  March  18, 
p.  372.  and  January  24,  1 774*  p.  37$.  bee  alfo  Obfervations  made  Jail  Voyage, 
Augult  18,  1776,  p.  180.  October  7,  and  14,  p.  189,  and  190.  December  it,  p.  ibid. 
January  24,  1777,  p.  192.  March  10,  p.  193.  July  9,  and  17,  1779,  p.  209.  January  ift, 
1780,  p.  212.  March  24,  p.213.  and  May  19,  p.  714. 
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mafs  of  land,  which,  on  fpeculative  arguments  had  been 
maintained  to  be  neccflary  *. 

If 

fairly  reprefented,  I (hall  next  attempt  to  demonftrate,  that  it  is  utterly  improbable 
M.  Bouvet  could  be  out,  in  his  account  of  longitude,  fo  much  as  is  here  fuppofed,  in 
the  (hort  run  which  had  been  made  from  the  ifland  of  St.  Catherine,  the  place  they 
took  their  departure  from : on  the  contrary,  that  there  is  fufficient  reafen  to  believe 
the  error,  of  whatever  magnitude  it  might  be,  was  of  a different  nature  from  that 
contended  for,  and  that  the  two  (hips,  inftead  of  being  to  the  Wcftward  of  their  ac- 
count of  longitude,  were  a&ually  to  the  Eaftward  of  it.  For,  according  to  their  Jour- 
nals, extracted  from  the  archives  of  the  French  Eaft-India  Company,  by  M.  D*Apruy 
printed  under  his  infpeclion,  and  publiflied  by  Mr.  Dalrymplc,  F.  R.  S.  amongft 
other  voyages  made  for  the  purpofe  of  examining  the  Southern  parts  of  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  the  longitude,  according  to  the  Eagle’s  run  from  St.  Catherine’s,  was  26®  27', 
and  according  to  the  Mary’s,  26°  20'  F.aft  of  Tcneriff ; that  is,  90  57V  and  9®  50' 
Eaft  of  Greenwich,  or  27®  43',  and  27°  36'  Eaft  of  Ferro.  But  the  Mary,  which 
went  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  made  7®  13' Eaft  longitude  from  the  land  in 
queftion,  to  that  place.  Confcquently  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  being  in  longitude 
18-  23' Eaft  of  Greenwich,  Cape  Circumcifion  will  be  in  it°  10'  Eaft  of  Green- 
wich, or  i°  20'  more  to  the  Eaftward  than  the  run  by  the  fame  (hip  from  the  ifland 
of  St.  Catherine’s  makes  it.  Again,  the  Eagle  made  the  difference  of  longitude  be- 
tween Cape  Cireumcifton,  and  the  ifland  of  Rodrigues,  49°  44' ; and  by  the  obfcrva- 
tions  of  M.  Pingrtj  this  ifland  is  in  62®  50'  of  Eaft  longitude  from  Greenwich  :: 
Cape  Circumcifion  is  therefore  in  13®  6'  Eaft  of  Greenwich,  or  2°  9'  more  to  the 
Eaftward  than  by  the  Eagle’s  run  from  St.. Catherine’s.  Hence,  therefore,  as  the 
longitude  of  this  land,  rcfulling  from  a companion  of  that  (hewn  by  each  of  the  (hips,- 
on  their  making  land  at  places  where  the  longitude  is  exceedingly  weil  determined,  is- 
greater  than  that  which  refults  from  their  run  from  St.  Catherine’s,  the  longitude  of 
which  is  not  known  with  certainty  within  (everal  degrees,  wc  may  infer,  with  great 
lafety,  that  whatever  the  quantity  of  M.  Bouvet’s  error  might  be,  when  lie  is  fuppofed 
to  have  fecn  Cape  Circumcifion,  it  muft  have  been  iadefedt,  and  not  in  excels,  as  if. 
Lt  Matter  fuppofei  it. 

Christ’s  Hospital,  7 \V.  WALES. 

April  20,  1784.  3 

* The  judgment  of  the  ingenious  Author  of  Kechtrcha  fur  la  Amrieaint,  on  this 
queftion,  (cents  to  be  very  deferving  of  a place  here : M Qjj’on  calculc,  commc  on 
“ voudra,  on  fera  toujours  contraint  d’avoucr,  qu’il  y a une  plus  grande  portion  dc 
“ continent  filucc  dans  la  latitude  fcptcutrionalc,  que  dans  la  latitude  auftralc. 

“ Ce’ft  fort  mal  a-propos,  qu’on  a foutenu  que  cctte  repartition  inegale  ne  fauroit 
M cxiftcr,  fous  pretextc  qucle  globe  perdroit  fon  equilibre,  fautc  d’un  oontrepoids  fuf- 
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If  former  navigators  have  added  more  land  to  the  known 
globe  than  Captain  Cook,  to  him,  at  lead,  was  referved  the 
honour  of  being  foremoft  in  difcloftng  to  us  the  extent  of 
fea  that  covers  its  furfacc.  His  own  fummary  view  of 
the  tranfadlions  of  this  voyage,  will  be  a proper  conclulion 
to  thefe  remarks:  “ I had  now  made  the  circuit  of  the 
“ Southern  Ocean  in  a high  latitude,  and  traverfed  it  in 
“ fuch  a manner  as  to  leave  not  the  lead  room  for  there 
“ being  a continent,  unlcfs  near  the  pole,  and  out  of  the 
“ reach  of  navigation.  By  twice  vidting  the  Tropical  Sea, 
“ I had  not  only  fettled  the  fituation  of  fome  old  difeove- 
“ ries,  but  made  there  many  new  ones,  and  left,  I conceive, 
“ very  little  to  be  done,  even  in  that  part.  Thus  I datter 
“ myfelf,  that  the  intention  of  the  voyage  has,  in  every  re- 
“ fpedt,  been  fully  anfwcred ; the  Southern  hcmifphere 
“ fufficiently  explored ; and  a final  end  put  to  the  fearching 
“ after  a Southern  continent,  which  has,  at  times,  engroded 
“ the  attention  of  fome  of  the  Maritime  Powers  for  near 
««.  two  centuries  pad,  and  been  a favourite  theory  arnongd 
“ the  geographers  of  all  ages 

Thus  far,  therefore,  the  voyages  to  difclofe  new  tracks 
of  navigation,  and  to  reform  old  defedts  in  geography,  ap- 
pear to  have  been  profeemed  with  a fatisfadtory  lliarc  of  fuc- 
cefs.  A perufal  of  the  foregoing  fummary  of  what  had 
been  done,  will  enable  every  one  to  judge  what  was  dill 

««  fifant  au  pole  meridionale.  II  eft  vrai  qu’un  pied  cube  d’eau  falee  ne  pefc  pa?  au- 
« tant  qu'un  pied  cube  de  terre  ; znais  on  auroit  du  reflechir,  qu’il  peut  y avoir  fous 

l’occan  tics  lits  Sc  dcs  couches  dc  macieres,  dont  la  pcfantcur  fpccifiquc  varic  k 
“ l’infiniy  & que  le  peu  de  profondeur  d’une  mer,  verfee  fur  une  grande  furfacc,  con* 
« trebahnee  les  endroits  ou  il  y a moins  dc  mer,  mats  ou  clle  eft  plus  profondc.^ 
Rtibtrckes  Philcftphiqutt , Tdm.  ii.  p.  375* 

• Cook’s  Voyage,  Vol.  ii.  p.  239. 
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wanting  to  complete  the  great  plan  of  difcovery.  The 
Southern  hemifphere  had,  indeed,  been  repeatedly  vifited, 
and  its  utmoft  acceflible  extremities  been  furveyed.  But 
much  uncertainty,  and,  of  courfc,  great  variety  of  opinion, 
fubfiftcd,  as  to  the  navigable  extremities  of  our  own  hemi- 
fphere ; particularly,  as  to  the  exiftence,  or,  at  leaft,  as  to 
the  practicability  of  a Northern  pillage  between  the  Atlan- 
tic and  Pacific  Oceans,  either  by  failing  Eaft  ward,  round  Afia, 
or  Weftward,  round  North  America. 

It  was  obvious,  that  if  fuch  a paflage  could  be  effected, 
voyages  to  Japan  and  China,  and,  indeed,  to  the  Eaft  Indies 
in  general,  would  be  much  fhortened ; and  confcquently 
become  more  profitable,  than  by  making  the  tedious  circuit 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Accordingly,  it  became  a fa- 
vourite object  of  the  Englifli  to  cfteCtuatc  this,  above  two 
centuries  ago ; and  (to  fay  nothing  of  Cabot’s  original  at- 
tempt, in  1497,  which  ended  in  the  difcovery  of  Newfound- 
land, and  the  Labradore  coaft)  from  Frobilher’s  firft  voyage 
to  find  a Weftern  paflage,  in  1576,  to  thofeof  James  and  of 
Fox,  in  1631,  repeated  trials  had  been  made  by  our  enter- 
prizing  adventurers.  But  though  farther  knowledge  of  the 
Northern  extent  of  America  was  obtained  in  the  courfc  of 
thefe  voyages,  by  the  difcovery  of  Hudfon’s  and  Baffin’s 
Bays,  the  wiflred-for  paflage,  on  that  fide,  into  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  was  ilill  unattained.  Our  countrymen,  and  the 
Dutch,  were  equally  unfuccefsful,  in  various  attempts, 
to  find  this  paflage  in  an  Eaftern  direction.  Wood’s 
failure,  in  1676,  feems  to  have  clofed  the  long  lift  of  unfor- 
tunate Northern  expeditions  in  that  century  ; and  the  difco- 
very, if  not  abfolutely  defpaired  of,  by  having  been  fo  often 
milled,  ceafed,  for  many  years,  to  be  fought  for. 
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Mr.  Dobbs,  a warm  advocate  for  the  probability  of  a 
North  Weft  paftage  through  Hudfon's  Bay,  in  our  own  time, 
once  more  recalled  the  attention  of  this  country  to  that  un- 
dertaking ; and,  by  his  atflive  zeal,  and  perfevering  folici- 
tation,  renewed  the  fpirit  of  difeovery.  But  it  was  renewed 
in  vain.  For  Captain  Middleton,  fent  out  by  Government  in 

1741,  and  Captains  Smith  and  Moore,  by  a private  fociety,  v 

in  1746,  though  encouraged  by  an  adt  of  Parliament  pafled 

in  the  preceding  year,  that  annexed  a reward  of  twenty 

thoufand  pounds  to  the  difeovery  of  a paftage,  returned 

from  Hudfon's  Bay  with  reports  of  their  proceedings,  that 

left  the  accomplishment  of  this  favourite  objetft  at  as  great 

a diftantc  as  ever. 

When  refearches  of  this  kind,  no  longer  left  to  the  feli- 
citation of  an  individual,  or  to  the  fubferiptions  of  private 
adventurers,  became  cheriflied  by  the  Royal  attention,  in 
the  prefent  reign,  and  warmly  promoted  by  the  Minifter  at  * 

the  head  of  the  naval  department,  it  was  impofliblc,  while 
fo  much  was  done  toward  exploring  the  remoteft  corners  of 
the  Southern  hemifphere,  that  the  Northern  paftage  Ihould 
not  be  attempted.  Accordingly,  while  Captain  Cook  was 
profecuting  his  voyage  toward  the  South  Pole,  in  1773, 

Lord  Mulgrave  failed  with  two  fliips,  to  determine  how  far  na- 
vigation -was  practicable  toward  the  North  Pole.  And  though 
his  Lordfhip  met  with  the  fame  infuperable  bar  to  his  pro- 
grefs,  which  former  navigators  had  experienced  *,  the 
hopes  of  opening  a communication  between  the  Pacific  and 
Atlantic  Oceans,  by  a Northerly  com fe,  were  not  abandoned; 

I 

• See  the  liiftory  of  former  attempts  to  fail  toward  the  North  Pole,  in  the  Intro- 
duction to  Lord  Mulgrave’s  Journal.  Mr.  Barrington  has  collected  fevcral  in- 
fiances  o.  ilip  :.  adv-uemg  to  vc./  «.gh  latitudes.  See  his  Mifccllanies,  p.  i — 124. 
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and  a voyage  for  that  purpofe,  was  ordered  to  be  under- 
taken. 

The  operations  propofed  to  be  purfued,  were  fo  new,  fo 
extenfive,  and  fo  various,  that  the  fkill  and  experience  of 
Captain  Cook,  it  was  thought,  would  be  requifite  to  conduct 
them.  Without  being  liable  to  any  charge  of  want  of  zeal 
for  the  public  fcrvice,  he  might  have  palled  the  reft  of  his 
days  in  the  command  to  which  he  had  been  appointed  in 
Greenwich  Hofpital,  there  to  enjoy  the  fame  he  had  dearly 
earned  in  two  circumnavigations  of  the  world.  But  he 
cheerfully  relinquifhed  this  honourable  ftation  at  home;  and, 
happy  that  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  had  not  caft  his  eye  upon 
any  other  Commander,  engaged  in  the  conduift  of  the  ex- 
pedition, the  hiftory  of  which  is  prefented  to  the  Public  in 
thefe  Volumes ; an  expedition  that  would  expofe  him  to 
the  toils  and  perils  of  a third  circumnavigation,  by  a track 
hitherto  unattempted.  Every  former  navigator  round  the 
globe  had  naade  his  paflage  home  to  Europe  by  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope;  the  arduous  talk  was  now  afligned  to  Cap- 
tain Cook,  of  attempting  it,  by  reaching  the  high  Northern 
latitudes  between  Alia  and  America.  So  that  the  ufual  plan 
of  difeovery  was  reverfed ; and,  inftcad  of  a paflage  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  one  from  the  latter  into  the 
former  was  to  be  tried.  For  it  was  wifely  forefeen,  that 
whatever  openings  or  inlets  there  might  be  on  the  Raft  fide 
of  America,  which  lie  in  a direction  which  could  give  any 
hopes  of  a paflage,  the  ultimate  fucccfs  of  it  would  Hill  de- 
pend upon  there  being  an  open  fea  between  the  Weft  fide  of 
that  continent,  and  the  extremities  of  Alia.  Captain  Cook, 
therefore,  was  ordered  to  proceed  into  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
through  the  chain  of  his  new  illands  in  the  Southern  tropic, 
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and  having  eroded  the  equator  into  its  Northern  Parts,  then 
to  hold  fuch  a courfe  as  might  probably  fix  many  intered- 
ing  points  in  geography,  and  produce  intermediate  difco- 
veries,  in  his  progrefs  Northward  to  the  principal  fcene  of 
his  operations. 

But  the  plan  of  the  voyage,  and  the  various  objects  it 
embraced,  will  bed  appear  from  the  Indructions  under 
which  Captain  Cook  failed  ; and  theinfertion  of  them  here, 
will  convey  fuch  authentic  information,  as  may  enable  the 
Reader  to  judge  with  precifion  how  far  they  have  been  car- 
ried into  execution. 


By  the  Commissioners  for  executing  the  Office  of  Lord 
High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  &c. 

SECRET  INSTRUCTIONS  for  Captain  James 
Cook,  Commander  of  his  Majcdy’s  Sloop  the 
Resolution. 


TJYfHEREAS  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  has  fignified  to  us  his  Majejly's' 
**  pleafiure,  that  an  attempt  fhottld  he  made  to  find  out  a Northern  pafifage 
hy  Jea  from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean , and  whereas  we  have,  in  pur- 
finance  thereof,  caufied  his  Majefiy’s  fioops  Refolutitn  and  Dficovery  to  he 
fitted,  in  all  refpeSs,  proper  to  proceed  upon  a voyage  for  the  purptfie 
above-mentioned,  and,  from  the  experience  we  have  had  of  your  abilities  and 
good  conduct  in  your  late  voyages,  have  thought  fit  to  intrufi  you  with  the  con- 
duct of  the  prefient  intended  voyage,  and  with  that  view  appointed  you  to  com- 
mand the  firft  mentioned Jloop,  and  directed  Captain  Clerke,  who  commands  the 
other,  to  follow  your  orders  for  bis  further  proceedings  ( You  are  hereby  re- 
quired and  directed  to  proceed  with  the  f aid  two  fioops  dire  City  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  unlefis  you  ft  all  judge  it  neceffary  to  flop  at  Madeira,  the  Cape  de 
Verd,  or  Canary  Ifiands,  to  take  in  wine  for  the  ufe  of  their  companies ; in 
which  cafe  you  are  at  liberty  to  do  fio,  taking  care  to  remain  there  no  longer 
than  may  be  neceffary  for  that  purpofie. 
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On  your  arrival  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  you  are  to  refrefh  the  Jloops  com- 
panies, and  to  caufe  the  Jloops  to  be  /applied  with  as  much  prmifiont  and  water 
as  they  can  conveniently  flow. 

You  are , if  pojjible,  to  leave  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  by  the  end  of  OSlober, 
or  the  beginning  of  No  vember  next,  and  proceed  to  the  Southward  in  fearch  of 
feme  ijlands  faid  to  have  been  lately  feen  by  the  trench,  in  the  latitude  0/48°  o' 
South,  and  about  the  meridian  of  Mauritius.  In  cafe  you  find  tho/e  ijlands, 
you  are  to  examine  them  thoroughly  for  a good  harbour ; and  upon  difeovering 
one,  make  the  necejfary  ob/erv  aliens  to  facilitate  the  fading  it  again-,  as  a good 
port,  in  that  ftuation,  may  hereafter  prove  very  tfeful,  although  it  Jhculd 
afford  little  or  nothing  more  than  /belter,  wood,  and  water.  You  are  not, 
however,  lo  fpend  loo  much  time  in  looking  out  for  tho/e  ijlands,  or  in  the  exa- 
mination of  them,  if  found,  but  proceed  to  Otaheite,  or  the  Society  Iftes 
(touching  at  New  Zealand  in  your  way  thither,  if  you  ffould  judge  it  necejfary 
and  convenient ),  and  taking  care  to  arrive  there  time  enough  to  admit  of  your 
giving  the  ficops  companies  the  refreffment  they  may  fand  in  need  of,  before 
you  prcfecute  the  farther  objeH  of  thefe  inJlruWons. 

Upon  your  arrival  at  Otaheite,  or  the  Society  Ifics,  you  are  to  land  Omiab 
at  fuch  of  them  as  he  may  chstfe,  and  to  leave  him  there. 

You  are  to  diftribute  among  the  Chiefs  of  tho/e  ifiands  fuch  part  of  the  pre- 
fents  with  which  you  have  been  /applied,  as  you  fall  judge  proper,  rejerving 
the  remainder  to  diftribute  among  the  natives  of  the  countries  you  may  dif cover 
in  the  Northern  Itemifphcre : dud  having  rcfrcjhed  the  people  belong  g to  the 
Jloops  under  your  command,  and  taken  on  board  Jucb  wood  and  water  as  they 
may  refpeblively  Jland  in  need  of,  you  are  to  leave  thefe  ijlands  in  the  beginning 
of  h'ebruaiy,  or  fooner  if  you  Jhall  judge  it  necejfary,  and  then  proceed  in  as 
direfl  a courje  as  you  can  to  the  conft  of  New  Albion,  endeavouring  to  fall  in 
with  it  in  the  latitude  of  45“  o'  North ; and  taking  care,  in  your  way  tbisber, 
not  to  loft  any  time  in  fearch  of  new  lends,  or  to  flop  at  any  you  may  fail  in 
with,  unlefs  you  find  it  necejfary  to  recruit  your  weed  and  water. 

You  are  alfo,  in  your  way  thither,  JlriUly  enjoined  not  to  touch  upcii  any 
part  of  the  Spanijh  dominions  on  the  IVeJlern  continent  of  America,  unlefs 
driven  thither  by  feme  unavoidable  accident ; in  which  eefe  you  are  to  flay  no 
longer  there  than  Jhall  be  alfolutely  necejfary,  and  to  be  very  careful  not  to 
give  assy  umbrage  or  offence  to  any  of  the  inhabitants  or  JubjeHs  of  bis  Catholic 
Majefty.  And  if,  in  your  farther  pregrefs  to  the  Northward,  as  hereafter 
ffrelted,  you  find  any  fubjetts  of  any  European  Prince  or  State  upon  any  part 
of  the  corf  you  may  think  prep  tr  to  viftt,  you  are  not  to  dijhtrb  them,  or  give 
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them  any  juft  caufe  of  offence,  hut,  on  the  contrary,  to  treat  them  with  civility 
and  friendjhip. 

Upon  your  arrival  on  the  ccaft  of  New  edition,  you  are  to  put  into  the  fir  ft 
convenient  pore  to  recruit  your  wood  and  water,  and  procure  refrcjbmcnts,  and 
then  to  proceed  Northward  along  the  ccaft,  as  far  as  the  latitude  of  6$“,  or 
farther,  if  you  are  not  otft  rutted  ty  lands  or  ice-,  taking  care  net  to  lofe  any 
time  in  exploring  rivers  or  inlets,  or  upon  any  other  account,  until  you  get  into 
the  before-mentioned  latitude  of  6 j°,  where  we  could  wifb  you  to  arrive  in  the 
month  of  June  next.  IVhen  you  get  that  length,  you  are  very  carefully  to 
fearcb  for,  and  to  explore,  fucb  rivers  or  inlets  as  may  appear  to  he  of  a eon- 
ftderahle  extent,  and  pointing  towards  Hudfon's  or  Baffin's  Bays ; and  if, 
from  your  own  ohfervalions,  or  from  any  information  you  may  receive  from  the 
natives  ( who,  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  are  the  fame  race  of  people,  and fpeak 
the  fame  language,  of  which  you  are  fumijhed  with  a Vocabulary,  as  the  Efi- 
quirnaux ),  there  fbali  appear  to  be  a certainty,  or  even  a probability,  of  a 
water  paffage  into  the  afore-mentioned  bays,  or  either  of  them,  you  are,  in  fucb 
cafe,  to  ufe  your  utmoft  endeavours  to  pafs  through  with  one  or  both  of  the 
/loops,  unlefs  you  /ball  be  of  opinion  that  the  paffage  may  be  efelted  with  more 
certainty,  or  with  greater  probability,  by  f mailer  vejfelt ; in  which  cafe  you 
are  to  fet  up  the  frames  of  one  j>r  both  the  fmall  veffels  with  which  you  are 
provided,  and,  when  they  are  put  together,  and  are  properly  fitted,  ftored, 
and  victualled,  you  are  to  difpateh  one  or  both  of  them,  under  the  care  of  pro- 
per officers,  with  a fufficient  number  of  petty  officers,  men,  and  boats,  in  order 
to  attempt  the  faid  paffage  ; with  fucb  inftruClions  for  their  rejoining  you,  if 
they  Jbould  fail,  or  for  their  farther  proceedings,  if  they  Jbould  fucceed  in  the 
attempt,  at  you  /ball  judge  meft  proper.  But,  ncverthclefs,  if  you  Jball  find  it 
more  eligible  to  purfue  any  other  meafures  than  tbofe  above  pointed  out,  in  or- 
der to  make  a difeovery  of  the  before-mentioned  paffage  ( if  any  fucb  there  be ), 
you  are  at  liberty,  and  we  leave  it  to  your  diferetion,  to  purfue  fucb  meafures 
accordingly. 

In  cafe  you  j. ball  be  fatisfied  that  there  it  no  paffage  through  to  the  above- 
mentioned  bays,  fufficient  for  the  purpofes  of  navigation,  you  are,  at  the  proper 
feafon  of  the  year,  to  repair  to  the  port  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  in  Krtmtf- 
ehalka,  or  wherever  elfe  you  Jball  judge  more  proper,  in  order  to  refrejb  your 
people  and  pafs  the  IVintcr ; and,  in  the  Spring  of  the  enfuing  year  1778,  to 
proceed  from  thence  to  the  Northward,  as  far  as,  in  your  p ruder  ee,  you  may 
think  proper,  in  further  fearcb  of  a North  Eaft,  or  North  IVeft  paffage,  from 
the  Pacific  Ocean  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  or  the  North  Sea : and  if,  from 
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ycur  own  obfervation,  or  any  information  you  may  rtceive,  there  j, hall  appear 
to  be  a probability  of fucb  paffage,  you  are  to  proceed  as  above  dir  cited : and , 
having  difcoveredfuch  paffage,  or  failed  in  the  attempt,  make  the  bejl  of  your 
way  back  to  England,  by  fucb  route  as  you  may  think  bejl  for  the  improvement 
of  geography  and  navigation -,  repairing  to  Spit  head  with  both  Jloops,  where 
they  are  to  remain  till  further  order. 

At  whatever  places  you  may  touch  in  the  courfe  of  your  voyage , where  accu- 
rate obfervations  of  the  nature  hereafter  mentioned  have  not  already  been  made , 
you  are,  as  far  as  your  time  will  allow,  very  carefully  to  obferve  the  true  fitu- 
otion  of  fucb  places , both  in  latitude  and  longitude ; the  variation  of  the 
needle  j bearings  of  bead-lands ; height,  direction,  and  courfe  of  the  tides  and 
currents ; depths  and  foundings  of  the  fea ; fhoals,  rocks,  isc. ; and  alfo  to 
furvey,  make  charts,  and  take  views  of  fucb  bays,  harbours,  and  different 
parts  of  the  coajl,  and  to  make  fuch  notations  thereon,  as  may  be  ufeful  either 
to  navigation  or  commerce.  Tou  are  alfo  carefully  to  obferve  the  nature  of  the 
foil,  and  the  produce  thereof  ',  the  animals  and  fowls  that  inhabit  or  frequent 
it  i the  fijbes  that  are  to  be  found  in  the  rivers  or  upon  the  coajl,  and  in  what 
plenty  -r  and,  inpeafe  there  are  any  peculiar  to  fuch  places,  to  deferibe  them  as 
minutely,  and  t,  make  as  accurate  drawings  of  them,  as  you  can:  and,  if  you 
find  any  metals,  minerals,  or  valuable  floats,  or  any  extraneous  fofjils,  you 
are  to  bring  home  fpecimens  of  each  j as  alfo  of  the  feeds  of  fnch  trees,  Jhrubs, 
plants,  fruits,  and  grains,  peculiar  to  thofe  places,  as  you  may  be  able  to  col- 
lect, and  to  tranfmit  them  to  our  Secretary,  that  proper  examination  and  expe- 
riments may  be  made  of  them.  Tou  are  likewife  to  obferve  the  genius,  temper, 

difpofition,  and  number  of  the  natives  and  inhabitants,  where  you  find  any  ■, 
and  to  endeavour,  by  all  proper  means,  to  cultivate  a friendjhrp  with  them ; 
making  them  prefenls  of  fuch  trinkets  as  you  may  have  on  board,  and  they  may 
like  bejl  ■,  inviting  them  to  traffic ; and  Jhewing  them  every  kind  of  civility  and 
regard-,  but  taking  care,  nevertbelefs,  not  to  Juffer yourfelf  to  be fiurprized  by 
them,  but  to  be  always  on  ycur  guard  againft  any  accidents. 

Tou  are  alfo,  with  the  ccnjcnt  of  the  natives,  to  take  pojfejfion,  in  the  name 
of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  of  convenient  final  ions  in  fuch  countries  as  you 
may  difeover,  that  have  not  already  been  difeovered  or  vifited  by  any  other 
European  power-,  and  to  difir i but e among  the  inhabitants  fuch  things  as  will 
remain  as  traces  and  tefi  monies  of  your  having  been  there-,  but  if  you  find  the 
countries  fo  difeovered  are  uninhabited,  you  are  to  take  pojfejfion  of  them  for  his 
Majefly,  by  Jetting  up  proper  marks  and  inferiplions,  as  firfi  difeoverers  and 
poffeffors. 
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But  forafmuch  as,  in  undertakings  of  this  nature,  Jeveral  emergencies  may 
strife  not  to  be  forefeen,  and  therefore  not  particularly  to  be  provided  for  by 
inftruRions  before-hand-,  you  are,  in  all  fuch  cafes,  to  proceed  as  you  Jhall 
judge  mcjl  advantageous  it  the  fervice  on  which  you  are  employed. 

You  are,  by  all  opportunities,  to  fend  to  our  Secretary,  for  our  information, 
accounts  of  your  proceedings,  and  copies  of  the  furveys  and  drawings  you  Jhall 
have  made-,  and  upon  your  arrival  in  England,  you  are  immediately  to  repair 
to  this  office,  in  order  to  lay  before  us  a full  account  of  your  proceedings  in  the 
whole  courfe  of  your  voyage-,  taking  care,  before  you  leave  the JIoop,  to  demand 
from  the  officers  and  petty  officers,  the  log-books  and  journals  they  may  have 
kept,  and  to  feal  them  up  for  our  infpeltion  -,  and  enjoining  them,  and  the  whole 
crew,  not  to  divulge  where  they  have  been,  until  they  Jhall  have  permiffion  fo 
to  do:  and  you  are  to  direlt  Captain  Clerk  to  do  the  fame,  with  refpcli  to  the 
officers,  petty  officers,  and  rrew  of  the  Difcovery. 

If  any  accident  Jhould  happen  to  the  Refolution  in  the  courfe  of  the  voyage, 
fo  as  to  difable  her  from  proceeding  any  farther,  you  are,  in  fuch  eafe,  to  re- 
move yourfelf  and  her  crew  into  the  Difcovery,  and  to  profecute  your  voyage  in 
her-,  her  Commander  being  hereby  ftritlly  required  to  receive  you  on  beard, 
and  to  obey  your  orders,  the  fame,  in  every  refpclt,  as  when  you  were  aSually 
on  board  the  Refolution:  And,  in  cafe  of  your  inability , by  Jicknefs  or  other- 
wife,  to  carry  thefe  InJIruflions  into  execution,  you  are  to  be  careful  to  leave 
them  with  the  next  officer  in  command,  who  is  hereby  required  to  execute  them 
in  the  bejl  manner  be  can. 

Given  under  our  bands  the  6th  day  of  July,  1776, 

SANDWICH. 

C.  SPENCER. 

H.  PALLISER. 

By  command  of  their  Lordjhips, 

PII.  STEPHENS. 


Befidcs  ordering  Captain  Cook  to  fail  on  this  important 
voyage,  Government,  in  earned  about  the  object  of  it, 
adopted  a mcafure,  which,  while  it  could  not  but  have  a 
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powerful  operation  on  the  crews  of  the  Refolution  and  Dif- 
covcry,  by  adding  the  motives  of  intercft,  to  the  obligations 
of  duty ; at  the  fame  time  encouraged  all  his  Majefty’s  fub- 
jefts to  engage  in  attempts  toward  the  propofed  difeovery. 
By  the  aft  of  parliament,  palled  in  1745  *,  a reward  of 
twenty  thoufand  pounds  had  been  held  out.  But  it  had 
been  held  out  only  to  the  fhips  belonging  to  any  of  hit  Majejly's 
fubjeflt,  exclufive  of  his  Majefty’s  own  fhips.  The  aft  had  a 
flill  more  capital  defeft.  It  held  out  this  reward  only  to  fuch 
fhips  as  fhould  difeover  a pafiage  through  Hudfm't  Bay ; and, 
as  we  fhall  foon  take  occaiion  to  explain,  it  was,  by  this 
time,  pretty  certain,  that  no  fuch  pafiage  exifled  within 
thofe  limits.  Effeftual  care  was  taken  to  remedy  both  thefe 
defefts,  by  paflrog  a new  law ; which,  after  reciting  the 
provifions  of  the  former,  proceeds  as  follows : “ And 
“ whereas  many  advantages,  both  to  commerce  and  fcience, 
<*  may  be  alfo  expefted  from  the  difeovery  of  any  Northern 
" pa/fig*  for  veflels  by  fea,  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
* Oceans — be  it  enafted.  That  if  any  fhip  belonging  to  any 
“ of  his  Majefty’s  fubjefts,  or  to  bit  Majcjiy , fhall  find  out, 
**  and  fail  through,  any  pafiage  by  fea,  between  the  Atlan- 
“ tic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  in  any  direftion,  or  parallel  of  the 
“ Northern  hemifphere,  to  the  Northward  of  the  s2'  of 
« Northern  latitude,  the  owners  of  fuch  fhips,  if  belong- 
“ ing  to  any  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjefts,  or  the  commander,  ojji- 
“ cert,  and  feamen,  of  fuch  Jhip  belonging  to  hit  Majefy,  fhall  re- 
“ ceive,  as  a reward  for  fuch  difeovery,  the  fum  of  twenty 
M thoufand  pounds. 

**  And  whereas  fhips  employed,  both  in  the  Spitzbergen 
" Seas,  and  in  Davis’s  Straits,  have  frequent  opportunities 

* See  the  Statutes  at  Large,  18  George  II.  chap.  17. 
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“ of  approaching  the  North  Pole,  though  they  have  not 
“ time,  during  the  courfe  of  one  fummer,  to  penetrate  into 
“ the  Pacific  Ocean:  and  whereas  fuch  approaches  may 
»*  greatly  tend  to  the  difeovery  of  a communication  between 
“ the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  as  well  as  be  attended 
“ with  many  advantages  to  commerce  and  fcicncc,  &c.  be 
“ it  enabled,  That  if  any  ihip  fhall  approach  to  within  i* 
“ of  the  North  Pole,  the  owner,  &c.  or  commander,  Stc. 
“ fo  approaching,  Ihall  receive,  as  a reward  for  fuch  firft 
“ approach,  the  fum  of  five  thoufand  pounds 

That  nothing  might  be  omitted  that  could  facilitate  the 
fuccefs  of  Captain  Cook’s  expedition,  fome  time  before  he 
failed,  in  the  beginning  of  the  fummer  of  1776,  Lieutenant 
Pickerfgill,  appointed  Commander  of  his  Majefty’s  armed 
brig  the  Lion,  was  ordered  *•  to  proceed  to  Davis’s  Straits, 
“ for  the  protedlion  of  the  Britiih  whale  fifhers and  that 
firll  object  being  fccured,  “ he  was  then  required  and  di- 
“ reeled  to  proceed  up  Baffin's  Bay,  and  explore  the  coafls 
“ thereof,  as  far  as  in  his  judgment  the  fame  could  be  done 
m without  apparent  rifk,  taking  care  to  leave  the  above 
««  mentioned  Bay  fo  timely,  as  to  fecure  his  return  to  Eng- 
u land  in  the  fall  of  the  year and  it  was  farther  enjoined 
to  him,  “ to  make  nautical  remarks  of  every  kind,  and  to 
«>  employ  Mr.  Lane  (Mailer  of  the  veflel  under  his  com- 
“ mand)  in  furveying,  making  charts,  and  taking  views  of 
><  the  feveral  bays,  harbours,  and  different  parts  of  the  coafls 
<•  which  he  might  vifit,  and  in  making  fuch  notations  thereon 
« as  might  be  ufeful  to  geography  and  navigation  f.” 

• See  the  Statutes  at  I-arge,  1776,  16  George  111.  chap.  6. 
t From  his  MS.  Inftrudions,  dated  May  14,  1776. 
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Pickerfgill,  wc  fee,  was  not  to  attempt  the  difeovery  of 
the  paflage.  He  was  directed  to  explore  the  coafts  of 
Baffin's  Bay,  with  a view  only  to  bring  back,  the  fame 
year,  fome  information,  which  might  be  an  ufeful  di- 
rection toward  planning  an  intended  voyage  into  that 
bay  the  enfuing  fummer,  to  try  for  the  difeovery  of  a 
paflage  on  that  fide,  with  a view  to  co-operate  with  Captain 
Cook,  who,  it  was-  fuppofed  (from  the  tenor  of  his  inftruc- 
tions)  would  be  trying  for  this  paflage,  about  the  fame  time, 
from  the  oppofitc  fide  of  America. 

Pickerfgill,  obeying  his  inflruCtions,  at  leaft  in  this  in- 
flance,  did  return  that  year ; but  there  were  fufficient  rca- 
fons  for  not  fending  him  out  again  ; and  the  command  of 
the  next  expedition  into  Baffin’s  Bay  was  conferred  on  Lieu- 
tenant Young;  whofe  InflruCtions,  having  an  immediate 
connection  with  our  voyage,  are  here  inferted. 


EXTRACT  of  INSTRUCTIONS  to  Lieutenant 
Youno,  commanding  the  Lion  armed  Vcflel, 
dated  13th  March  1777. 

TfifTHEREAS,  in  purfuance  of  the  King's  pleafiure,  fignified  to  us  by  the 
Earl  of  Sandwich,  his  Majcfiy's  flaps  named  in  the  margin  have  been 
Jent  out  under  the  command  of  Captain  Cook,  in  order,  during  this  and  the 
enfuing  year,  to  attempt  a difeovery  of  a Northern  paflage,  by  fea,  from  the 
Pacific  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean ; and,  for  that  purpofe,  to  run  up  as  high  as  the 
latitude  of  65°  North,  where  it  is  hoped  he  will  be  able  to  arrive  in  the  month 
of  June  next ; and  there,  and  as  much  further  to  the  Northward  as  in  bis 
prudence  he  Jhall  think  proper,  very  carefully  to  fearcb  for  and  explore  finch 
rivers  or  inlets  as  may  appear  to  be  of  a conflderable  extent,  and  pointing  to 
Hudfon's  or  Baffin's  Bays,  or  the  North  Sea  -,  and,  upon  finding  any  pajfiage 
4 through , 
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through,  Sufficient  for  the  purpofes  of  navigation,  to  attempt  fuch  paffiage  with 
one  or  loth  of  the  J loops ; or,  if  they  are  judged  to  he  too  large,  with  f mailer 
veffiels,  the  frames  of  which  have  been  fent  out  with  him  for  that  purpofe: 
/hid  whereas,  in  purf nance  of  bis  Majefiy's  further  pleafure,  Signified  as  aforc- 
faid,  the  armed  veffcl  under  your  command  bath  been  fitted  in  order  to  proceed 
to  Baffin’s  Bay,  with  a view  to  explore  the  Weflem  parts  thereof,  and  to  en- 
deavour to  find  a paffiage,  on  that  fide,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
and  we  have  thought  fit  to  intruft  you  with  the  conduit  of  that  voyage  -,  Tou 
are  therefore  hereby  required  and  directed  to  put  to  fea  in  the  f aid  armed  veffiel, 
without  a moment's  lofs  of  time,  and  make  the  left  of  your  way  into  Baffin’s 
Bay,  and fo  ufe  your  left  endeavours  to  explore  the  K’ejlern  Jhcres  thereof,  as 
far  as  in  your  judgment  the  fame  can  be  done,  without  apparent  rifque,  and  to 
examine  fucb  confiderable  rivers  or  inlets  as  you  may  dif cover-,  and,  in  cafe 
you  find  any,  through  which  there  may  be  a probability  of  paffing  into  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean,  you  are  to  attempt  fuch  paffiage-,  and  if  you  fucceed  in  the  attempt, 
and  Jhall  he  able  to  repafs  it  again,  Jo  as  to  return  to  England  this  year,  you 
are  to  make  the  heft  of  your  way  to  Spitbcad,  or  the  Nore,  and  remain  there 
until  you  receive  further  order-,  fending  us  an  account  of  your  arrival  and  pro- 
ceedings. But  if  you  Jhall  fucceed  in  the  attempt,  and  Jhall  find  the  Jeafon  too 
far  advanced  for  you  to  return  the  fame  way,  you  are  then  to  look  out  for  the 
mojt  convenient  place  to  winter  in,  and  to  endeavour  to  return  by  the  faid paf- 
fage  as  early  in  the  next  year  as  the  fieajon  will  admit,  and  then  to  make  the 
heft  of  your  way  to  England,  as  above  direbled. 

In  cafe,  however,  you  Jhculd  not  find,  or  jbould  be  Satisfied  there  is  not  any 
probability  of  finding,  any  fuch  paffiage,  or,  finding  it,  you  Jhett/d  not  be  able  to 
gel  through  in  the  veffiel  you  command,  you  are  then  to  return  to  England,  as 
before  mentioned,  unlefis  you  Jhall  find  any  branch  of  the  Jea  leading  to  the 
Wefiward  which  you  Jhall  judge  likely  to  afford  a communication  between  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  and  which  you  Jhall  not  be  able  to  explore  in  the 
tourje  of  this  year,  it  being,  in  that  cafe,  left  to  your  diferetion  to  ft  ay  the 
Winter  in  the  mofi  commodious  Situation  you  can  find,  in  order  to  purf  tie  the 
difeovery  next  year,  if  you  Jhall  find  it  advifable  fo  to  do-,  and,  having  dif  co- 
veredfuch  paffiage,  or  not  Succeeded  in  the  attempt,  you  are  to  make  the  left  of 
your  way  to  England,  as  above  direbled. 


Il 


xxxix 


. Digitized  by  Google 


xl 


INTRODUCTION. 


It  was  natural  to  hope,  that  fomething  would  have  been 
done  in  one  or  other,  or  in  both  thefe  voyages  of  the  Lion, 
that  might  have  opened  our  views  with  regard  to  the  prac- 
ticability of  a paflage  from  this  fide  of  America.  But,  un- 
fortunately, the  execution  did  not  anfwcr  the  expectations 
conceived.  Pickerfgill,  who  had  acquired  profelfional  ex- 
perience when  afting  under  Captain  Cook,  juftly  merited  the 
ccnfure  he  received,  for  improper  behaviour  when  intruded 
with  command  in  Davis’s  Straits ; and  the  talents  of 
Young,  as  it  afterward  appeared,  were  more  adapted  to  con- 
tribute to  the  glory  of  a victory,  as  Commander  of  a line  of 
battle  £hip,  than  to  add  to  geographical  difcoveries,  by 
encountering  mountains  of  ice,  and  exploring  unknown 
coalls  *. 

Both  Pickerfgill  and  Young  having  been  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed into  Baffin’s  Bay;  and  Captain  Cook  being  directed 
not  to  begin  his  fearch  till  he  Oiould  arrive  in  the  latitude  of 
65°,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  fay  fomething  here  of  the 
reafons  which  weighed  with  thofe  who  planned  the  voyages, 
and  framed  the  indruCtions,  to  carry  their  views  fo  far 
Northward,  as  the  proper  {filiation,  where  the  paflage,  if  it 
exided  at  all,  was  likely  to  be  attempted  with  fuccefs.  It 
may  be  afked,  Why  was  Hudfon’s  Bay  ncgleCled  on  our 
fide  of  America  ; and  why  was  not  Captain  Cook  ordered  to 
begin  his  fearch  on  its  oppofite  fide,  in  much  lower  lati- 

• In  the  Philofophical  Tranfa&ions,  Vol.  Ixviii.  p.  1057,  we  have  the  track  of 
Pickerfgill**  voyage,  which,  probably,  may  be  of  ufe  to  our  Greenland  fhips,  as  it 
contains  many  obfervations  for  fixing  the  longitude  and  latitude  of  the  coafts  in  Davis’s 
Straits.  But  it  appear*  that  he  never  entered  Baffin’s  Bay,  the  higheft  Northern 
latitude  to  which  he  advanced  being  68®  14'.  As  to  Young’s  proceedings,  having 
failed  abfolutcly  in  making  any  difeovery,  it  is  of  lefs  confcqucnce,  that  no  commu- 
oicaiion  of  his  journal  could  be  procured. 
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tudes  ? Particularly,  why  not  explore  the  firait  leading  into 
tlie  Weftern  fea  of  John  de  Fuca,  between  the  latitudes  of 
47°  and  4S’ ; the  Archipelago  of  St.  Lazarus  of  Admiral  dc 
Fonte,  between  50°  and  SS° ; and  the  rivers  and  lakes 
through  which  he  found  a paflage  North  Fail  ward,  till  he 
met  with  a (hip  from  Bofton  ' 

As  to  the  pretended  difeoveries  of  de  Fuca,  the  Greek 
Pilot,  or  of  de  Fonte,  the  Spanilh  Admiral,  though  they 
havefometimes  found  their  way  into  fi&itious  maps,  or  have 
been  warmly  contended  for  by  the  efpoufers  of  fanciful 
fyllems ; to  have  directed  Captain  Cook  to  fpend  any  time 
in  tracing  them,  would  have  been  as  wife  a meafure  as  if 
he  had  been  direifled  to  trace  the  fituation  of  Lilli  put  or  Brob- 
dignac.  The  latter  arc,  indeed,  confefledly,  mere  obje&s 
of  imagination;  and  the  former,  deftitute  of  any  fuflicient 
external  evidence,  bear  fo  many  Ariking  marks  of  internal 
abfurdity,  as  warrant  our  pronouncing  them  to  be  the  fa- 
bric of  impoflurc.  Captain  Cook’s  infirudtions  were  found- 
ed on  an  accurate  knowledge  of  what  had  been  already 
done,  and  of  what  flill  remained  to  do;  and  this  knowledge 
pointed  out  the  inutility  of  beginning  his  fearch  for  a paf- 
fage  till  his  arrival  in  the  latitude  of  65°;  of  which  every 
fair  and  capable  inquirer  will  be  abundantly  convinced,  by 
an  attention  to  the  following  particulars. 

Middleton,  who  commanded  the  expedition  in  1741  and 
1742,  intoHudfon’s  Bay,  had  proceeded  farther  North  than 
any  of  his  predeceflors  in  that  navigation.  But  though, 
from  his  former  acquaintance  with  that  Bay,  to  which  he 
had  frequently  failed  in  the  fervicc  of  the  company,  he  had 
entertained  hopes  of  finding  out  a paflage  through  it  into 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  the  obfervations  which  he  was  now 
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enabled  to  make,  induced  him  to  change  his  opinion ; and, 
on  his  return  to  England,  he  made  an  unfavourable  report. 
Mr.  Dobbs,  the  patron  of  the  enterprize,  did  not  acquiefce 
in  this ; and,  fortified  in  his  original  idea  of  the  pradticabi- 
lity  of  the  palTage,  by  the  teftimony  of  fomc  of  Middleton's 
officers,  he  appealed  to  the  Public,  accufing  him  of  having 
mifreprefented  fadts,  and  of  having,  from  intcreftcd  mo- 
tives, in  concert  with  the  Hudfon’s  Bay  Company,  decided 
againfl  the  practicability  of  the  paflage,  though  the  difeo- 
verics  of  his  own  voyage  had  put  it  within  his  reach. 

He  had,  between  the  latitude  of  65*  and  66*,  found  a very 
confidcrable  inlet  running  Weftward,  into  which  he  entered 
with  his  ffiips ; and,  “ after  repeated  trials  of  the  tides,  and 
“ endeavours  to  difeover  the  nature  and  courfe  of  the  open- 
“ ing,  for  three  weeks  fucceffively,  he  found  the  flood  con- 
“ flantly  to  come  from  the  Eaftward,  and  that  it  was  a large 
“ river  he  had  got  into,”  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of 
Wager  River  *. 

The  accuracy,  or  rather  the  fidelity  of  this  report  was  de- 
nied by  Mr.  Dobbs,  who  contended  that  this  opening  is  a 
Strait,  and  not  a frejb  -water  river,  and  that  Middleton,  if  he 
had  examined  it  properly,  would  have  found  a paffiigc 
through  it  to  the  Weftern  American  Ocean.  The  failure 
of  this  voyage,  therefore,  only  ferved  to  furnilh  our  zeal- 
ous advocate  for  the  difeovery,  with  new  arguments  for  at- 
tempting it  once  more ; and  he  had  the  good  fortune,  after 
getting  the  reward  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  eflabliflied 
by  adt  of  parliament,  to  prevail  upon  a fociety  of  gentle- 
men and  merchants  to  fit  out  the  Dobbs  and  California  } 

9 S«e  the  Abflracl  of  his  Journal,  published  by  Mr.  Dobbs, 

which 
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which  fhips,  it  was  hoped,  would  be  able  to  find  their  way 
into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  by  the  very  opening  which  Middle- 
ton’s voyage  had  pointed  out,  and  which  he  was  believed  to 
have  mifreprefented. 

This  renovation  of  hope  only  produced  frcfii  dLfappoint- 
ment.  For  it  is  well  known,  that  the  voyage  of  the  Dobbs 
and  California,  inftead  of  confuting,  llrongly  confirmed  all 
that  Middleton  had  afierted.  The  fuppofed  Strait  was  found 
to  be  nothing  more  than  a freth  water  river,  and  its  utmolt 
Weftern  navigable  boundaries  were  now  afeertained,  by  ac- 
curate examination.  But  though  Wager’s  Strait  had  thus 
difappointed  our  hopes,  as  had  alfo  done  Ilankin’s  Inlet, 
which  was  now  found  to  be  a clofe  Bay;  and  though 
other  arguments,  founded  on  the  fuppofed  courfc  of  the 
tides  in  Hudfon’s  Bay,  appeared  to  be  groundlefs ; fuch  is  our 
attachment  to  an  opinion  once  adopted,  that,  even  after  the 
unfucccfsful  ifliie  of  the  voyage  of  the  Dobbs  and  California, 
a pafiage  through  fome  other  place  in  that  Bay  was,  by 
many,  confidered  as  attainable ; and,  particularly,  Chefler- 
field's  (formerly  called  Bowden’s)  Inlet,  lying  between  lati- 
tude 63°  and  64°,  fuccecded  Wager’s  Strait,  in  the  fanguine 
expectations  of  thofc  who  remained  unconvinced  by  former 
difappointments.  Mr.  Ellis,  who  was  on  board  the  fhips, 
and  who  wrote  the  hiftory  of  the  voyage,  holds  up  this  as 
one  of  the  places  where  the  pafiage  may  be  fought  for, 
upon  very  rational  grounds,  and  •with  very  good  effects  *.  He  alfo 
mentions  Repulfc  Bay,  nearly  in  latitude  G7* ; but  as  to  this 
he  fpeaks  lefs  confidently  ; only  faying,  that  by  an  attempt 
there,  we  might  probably  approach  nearer  to  the  difeovery  f. 
He  had  good  reafon  for  thus  guarding  his  expreffion;  for 

• Ellis’s  Voyage,  p.  328.  t Ibid.  p.  330. . 
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the  committee,  who  direfted  this  voyage,  admitting  the 
impracticability  of  efle  (Sting  a paflage  at  Repulfe  Bay,  had 
refufed  allowing  the  fhips  to  go  into  it,  being  fatisfied  as  to  that 
place  *. 

Setting  Repulfe  Bay,  therefore,  afidc,  within  which  we  have 
no  reafon  for  believing  that  any  inlet  cxills,  there  remained 
no  part  of  Hudfon’s  Bay  to  be  fearchcd,  but  Cheftcrficld’s- 
Inlet,  and  a fmall  track  of  coaft  between  the  latitude  6a*, 
and  what  is  called  the  South  Point  of  Main,  which  had  been 
left  unexplored  by  the  Dobbs  and  California. 

But  this  lalt  gleam  of  hope  has  now  difappeared.  The 
averfion  of  the  Hudfon’s  Bay  Company,  to  contribute  any 
thing  to  the  difeovery  of  a North  Weft  paflage,  had  been 
loudly  reported  by  Mr.  Dobbs  ; and  the  Public  feemed  to  be- 
lieve that  the  charge  was  well  founded.  But  ftill,  in  juftice 
to  them,  it  mull  be  allowed,  that,  in  1720,  they  had  fent 
Mcflrs.  Knight  and  Barlow,  in  a floop  on  this  very  difeo- 
very j but  thefe  unfortunate  people  were  never  more  heard 
of.  Mr.  Scroggs,  who  failed  in  fearch  of  them,  in  1722, 
only  brought  back  proofs  of  their  Ihipwreck,  but  no  frclh 
intelligence  about  a paflage,  which  he  was  alfo  to  look  for. 
They  alfo  fent  a floop,  and  a fliallop,  to  try  for  this  difeo- 
very, in  1737;  but  to  no  purpofe.  If  obftruClions  were 
thrown  in  the  way  of  Captain  Middleton,  and  of  the  Com- 
manders of  the  Dobbs  and  California,  the  Governor  and 
Committee  of  the  Hudfon’s  Bay  Company,  fince  that  time, 
we  muft  acknowledge,  have  made  amends  for  the  narrow 

• Account  of  the  Voyage,  by  the  Clerk  of  the  California,  Vol.  ii.  p.  273.  Mr. 
DoHs  himftlf  fa)  5,  That  he  thought  the  fcjfage  would  he  irr.praflisable,  or,  at  leajl , 
wy  difficult,  in  cafe  there  was  one  farther  North  than  67'’. 

Account  of  H udfon’s  Bay,  p.  99. 
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prejudices  of  their  predeceflbrs  ; and  we  have  it  in  our 
power  to  appeal  to  facts,  which  abundantly  teflify,  that 
every  thing  has  been  done  by  them,  that  could  be  required 
by  the  Public,  toward  perfecting  the  fcarch  for  a North  Weft 
paflage. 

In  the  year  1761,  Captain  Chriftophcr  failed  from  Fort 
Churchill,  in  the  floop  Churchill ; and  his  voyage  was  not 
quite  fruitlefs ; for  he  failed  up  Chellerficld’s  Inlet,  through 
which  a paflage  had,  by  Mr.  .Ellis’s  account  of  it,  been  fo 
generally  expected.  But  when  the  water  turned  brackifh, 
which  marked  that  he  was  not  in  a llrait,  but  in  a river,  he 
returned. 

To  leave  no  room  for  a variety  of  opinion,  however,  he 
was  ordered  to  repeat  the  voyage  the  enfuing  fummer,  in 
the  fame  floop,  and  Mr.  Norton,  in  a cutter,  was  appointed 
to  attend  him.  By  the  favour  of  the  Governor  and  Com- 
mittee of  the  Company,  the  Journals  of  Captain  Chriftophcr, 
and  of  Mr.  Norton,  and  Captain  Chriftopher’s  chart  of  the 
Inlet,  have  been  readily  communicated.  From  thefe  au- 
thentic documents,  it  appears  that  the  fcarch  and  examina- 
tion of  Chefterfield’s  Inlet  was  now  completed.  It  was  found 
to  end  in  a frefli  water  lake,  at  the  diftance  of  about  one 
hundred  and  feventy  miles  from  the  fca.  This  lake  was 
found  alio  to  be  about  twenty-one  leagues  long,  and  from 
five  to  ten  broad,  and  to  be  completely  clofed  up  on  every 
fide,  except  to  the  Weft,  where  there  was  a little  rivulet  j to 
furvey  the  ftatc  of  which,  Mr.  Norton  and  the  crew  of  the 
cutter  having  landed,  and  marched  up  the  country,  faw  that 
it  foon  terminated  in  three  tails,  one  above  another,  and  not 
water  for  a fmall  boat  over  them  ; and  ridges,  moftly  dry 
from  fide  to  fide,  for  five  or  fix  miles  higher. 

Thus 
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Thus  ends  Cheflerfield’s  Inlet,  and  all  Mr.  Ellis’s  expecta- 
tions of  a paflage  through  it  to  the  Weftern  Ocean.  The 
other  part  of  the  coaft,  from  latitude  62“,  to  the  South  Point 
of  Main,  within  which  limits  hopes  were  alfo  entertained 
of  finding  a paflage,  have,  of  late  years,  been  thoroughly- 
explored.  It  is  here  that  Piftol  Bay  is  fituatcd ; which  the 
author  who  has  writ  laft  in  this  country,  on  the  probability  of 
it  North  WeJ!  poj/hge*,  fpeaks  of  as  the  only  remaining  part 
of  Hudfon’s  Bay  where  this  Weftern  communication  may 
exift.  But  this  has  been  alfo  examined;  and,  op  the  autho- 
rity of  Captain  Chriftopher,  we  can  allure  the  Reader,  that 
there  is  no  inlet  of  any  confequence  in  all  that  part  of  the 
coaft.  Nay,  he  has,  in  an  open  boat,  failed  round  the  bot- 
tom of  what  is  called  Piftol  Bay,  and,  inllcad  of  a paflage  to 
a Weftern  Sea,  found  it  does  not  run  above  three  or  four 
miles  inland. 

Bcfldes  thefe  voyages  by  fea,  which  fatisfy  us  that  we 
muft  not  look  for  a paflage  to  the  South  of  67’  of  latitude; 
we  are  indebted  to  the  Hudfon’s  Bay  Company,  for  a jour- 
ney by  land,  which  has  thrown  much  additional  light  on 
this  matter,  by  affording  what  may  be  called  demonftra- 
tion,  how  much  farther  North,  at  lead  in  fome  part  of  their 
voyage,  fliips  muft  hold  their  courfe,  before  they  can  pafs 
from  one  fide  of  America  to  the  other.  The  Northern  In- 
dians, who  come  down  to  the  Company’s  forts  for  trade, 
had  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  our  people,  the  exiftence 
of  a river ; which,  from  copper  abounding  near  it,  had  got 
the  name  of  the  Copper-mine  River.  We  read  much  about 

* Printed  for  Jeffreys,  in  1768.  His  words  are,  “ There  remains  then  to  be 
**  fcarched  for  the  difeovery  of  a paflage,  the  opening  called  Piftol  Pay,  in  Hudfon's 

Bay."  P.  112. 

this 
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this  river  in  Mr.  Dobbs's  publications,  and  lie  confidcrs  the 
Indian  accounts  of  it  as  favourable  to  his  fyftem.  The  Com- 
pany being  defirous  of  examining  the  matter  with  precifiori, 
ordered  their  Governor  of  Prince  of  Wales’s  Fort,  to  fend  a 
proper  perfon  to  travel  by  land,  under  the  efcort  of  forne 
trufty  Northern  Indians,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  this 
famous  river,  to  take  an  accurate  furvey  of  its  courfc,  and 
to  trace  it  to  the  fea,  into  which  it  empties  itfelf.  Mr. 
I-Iearnc,  a young  gentleman  in  their  fervice,  who,  having 
been  an  officer  in  the  Navy,  was  well  qualified  to  make  ob- 
servations for  fixing  the  longitude  and  latitude,  and  make 
drawings  of  the  country  he  fhould  pafs  through,  and  of 
the  river  which  he  was  to  examine,  was  appointed  for  this 
fcrvice. 

Accordingly,  he  fet  out  from  Fort  Prince  of  Wales,  on 
Churchill  River,  in  latitude  58°  50',  on  the  7th  of  Decem- 
ber 1770;  and  the  whole  of  his  proceedings,  from  time  to 
time,  are  faithfully  preferved  in  his  written  Journal.  The 
publication  of  this  would  not  be  an  unacceptable  prefent  to 
the  world,  as  it  draws  a plain  artlefs  picture  of  the  favage 
modes  of  life,  the  fcanty  means  of  fubfiftcnce,  and  indeed 
of  the  fingular  wretchednefs,  in  every  refpeft,  of  the  vari- 
ous tribes,  who,  without  fixed  habitations,  pafs  their  mi- 
serable lives,  roving  throughout  the  dreary  deferts,  and 
over  the  frozen  lakes  of  the  immenfe  track  of  continent 
through  which  Mr.  Hearne  palled,  and  which  he  may  be 
faid  to  have  added  to  the  geography  of  the  globe.  His  ge-- 
neral  courfe  was  to  the  North  Weft.  In  the  month  of  June 
1771,  being  then  at  a place  called  Conge  catba  neba  Cbaga,  he 
had,  to  ule  his  own  words,  two  good  obfervations,  both  by  meri- 
dian and  double  altitudes,  the  mean  of  nvbicb  determines  this  place  to' 
be  in  latitude  68*  46'  North,  and,  by  account,  in  longitude  24’  2' 
2 W’cft 
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U'ejl  of  Churchill  River.  On  the  13th  of  July  (having  left 
Conge  catha  vcha  Cbaga  on  the  sd,  and  travelling  Hill  to  the 
Welt  of  North)  he  reached  the  Copper-mine  River ; and  was 
not  a little  furprized  to  find  it  differ  fo  much  from  the  de- 
feriptions  given  of  it  by  the  natives  at  the  fort ; for,  inltead 
of  being  likely  to  be  navigable  for  a {hip,  it  is,  at  this  part, 
fcarccly  navigable  for  an  indian  canoe  \ three  falls  being  in 
fight,  at  one  view,  and  being  choakcd  up  with  fhoals  and 
flony  ridges. 

Here  Mr.  Ilcarne  began  his  furvey  of  the  river.  This  he 
continued  till  he  arrived  at  its  mouth,  near  which  his 
Northern  Indians  maffacrcd  twenty  one  Efquimaux,  whom 
they  furprized  in  their  tents.  We  fliall  give  My.  Hearne’s 
account  of  his  arrival.at  the  fea,  in  his  own  words.  “ After 
“ the  Indians  had  plundered  the  tents  of  the  Efquimaux  of 
“ all  the  copper,  &c.  they  were  then  again  ready  to  ailift 
“ me  in  making  an  end  to  the  furvey;  the  fea  then  in  fight 
“ from  the  North  Weft  by  Weft  to  the  North  Eaft,  diftant 
“ about  eight  miles.  It  was  then  about  five  in  the  morning  of 
“ the  17th,  when  I again  proceeded  to  furvey  the  river  to 
“ the  mouth,  Hill  found,  in  every  refpect,  no  ways  likely, 
“ or  a poffibility  of  being  made  navigable,  being  full  of 
“ flioals  and  falls  ; and,  at  the  entrance,  the  river  emptying 
“ itfelf  over  a dry  flat  of  the  fhore.  For  the  tide  was  then 
“ out,  and  feemed,  by  the  edges  of  the  ice,  to  flow  about 
“ twelve  or  fourteen  feet,  which  will  only  reach  a little 
“ within  the  river’s  mouth.  That  being  the  cafe,  the  wa- 
“ ter  in  the  river  had  not  the  leaft  brackifh  taftc.  But  I am 
“ fure  of  its  being  the  fea,  or  fome  part  thereof,  by  the 
“ quantity  of  whale-bone  and  feal  fkins  the  Efquimaux  had 
“ at  their  tents;  as  alfo  the  number  of  feals  which  I faw 
*'  upon  the  ice.  The  fea,  at  the  river’s  mouth,  was  full 
3 !'  of 
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“ of  iflands  and  fhoals,  as  far  as  I could  fee,  by  the  aflifl- 
« ance  of  a pocket  telefcope  ; and  the  icc  was  not  yet  broken 
««  up,  only  thawed  away  about  three  quarters  of  a mile 
“ from  the  fliore,  and  a little  way  round  the  iflands  and 
“ fhoals. 

« By  the  time  I had  completed  this  furvey,  it  was  about 
« one  in  the  morning  of  the  iSth;  but  in  thefe  high  la- 
**  titudes,  and  this  time  of  the  year,  the  fun  is  always  a 
« good  height  above  the  horizon.  It  then  came  on  a thick 
««  drizzling  rain,  with  a thick  fog ; and,  as  finding  the  river 
««  and  fea,  in  every  refpeft,  not  likely  to  be  of  any  utility, 
“ I did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  wait  for  fair  weather,  to 
« determine  the  latitude  exactly  by  an  obfervation.  But,  by 
“ the  extraordinary  care  I took  in  obferving  the  courfcs  and 
“ diflances,  walked  from  Congecatbanhachaaga,  where  I had 
“ two  good  obfervations,  the  latitude  may  be  depended  on, 
“ within  twenty  miles  at  fartheft.” 

From  the  map  which  Mr.  Hearne  conflruflcd  of  the 
country  through  which  he  palled,  in  this  Angular  journey, 
and  which  we  have  been  permitted  to  copy  upon  our  ge- 
neral chart,  it  appears  that  the  mouth  of  the  copper-mine 
river  lies  in  the  latitude  72*,  and  above  Weft  longitude 
from  the  fort,  from  whence  he  took  his  departure  *. 

The  confequcnces  refulting  from  this  extenfivc  difeovery, 
are  obvious.  We  now  fee  that  the  continent  of  North  Ame- 
rica flrctches  from  Hudfon's  Bay  fo  far  to  the  North  Wert, 

* Mr.  Hcarne’s  journey,  back  from  the  coppcr-minc  river,  to  Fort  Prince  of  Wales* 
laded  till  June  30,  1772.  From  his  fird  fetting  out  till  his  return,  he  had  employed 
near  a year  and  feven  months.  The  unparalleled  hardihipshc  fullered,  and  the  eflen- 
tial  fervice  he  performed,  met  with  a fuitable  reward  from  his  matters,  and  he  is  now 
the  Governor  of  Fort  Prince  of  Wales,  where  he  was  taken  prifoner  by  the  French 
in  1782  ; and  laft  fummer  returned  to  his  ftation. 

Vol.  I.  g that 
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that  Mr.  Hearnc  had  travelled  near  thirteen  hundred  miles 
before  he  arrived  at  the  fca.  His  mod  Weftern  diftance 
from  the  coaft  of  Hiidfon’s  Bay  was  near  fix  hundred 
miles  *;  and  that  his  Indian  guides  were  well  apprized  of 
a vaft  tratfl  of  continent  ftretching  farther  r m in  that  direc- 
tion, is  certain  from  many  circumftances  mentioned  in  his 
journal;  one  of  which,  as  befides  cftablifhing  this  fa«ff,  it  pre- 
fents  us  with  a very  ftriking  pi&ure  of  favage  life,  has  been 
tranferibed  in  the  following  note 

What 

* The  Hudfon’s  Bay  company  have  a trading  poft  called  Hudfsn's  Hsufi,  above 
five  hundred  miles  up  the  country,  in  lat,  530  o'  32",  and  in  long.  106*  27'  30". 

f This  day,  Jan.  IX,  1772,  as  the  Indians  were  hunting,  Tome  of  them  faw  a 
ftrange  fhow-fhoe  track,  which  they  followed,  and  at  a conftderable  diftance  came  to 
a little  hut,  where  they  found  a young  woman  fitting  alone.  They  brought  her  to  the 
tents  ; and,  on  examining  her,  found  that  the  was  one  of  the  Weftern  Dyg-ribbed  Indians, 
and  had  been  taken  prifoner  by  thcAratbaprfotu Indians  in  the  fummer  1770  j and  when 
the  Indians,  who  took  her  prifoner,  were  near  this  part  in  the  fummer  1771,  fhe  eloped 
from  them,  with  an  intent  to  return  to  her  own  country ; but  it  Uing  ft  for  and; 
after  being  taken  prifoner,  having  come  the  whole  way  in  canoes,  with  the  winding 
of  rivers  and  lakes,  (he  had  forgot  the  way ; and  had  been  in  this  little  hut  ever  ftnee 
the  full  fetting  in  of  the  fall.  By  her  account  of  the  moons  paft,  finer  her  elope- 
ment, it  appears  to  be  the  middle  of  laft  July  when  flic  left  the  Arathapcfcow  Indians, 
and  had  not  feen  a human  face  ever  fince.  She  fupported  hcrfelf  very  well  by  fnaring 
of  rabbits,  partridges,  and  fquirrcls,  and  was  now  in  good  health  and  flefli  ; and,  I 
think,  as  fine  a woman  of  a real  Indian,  as  I have  feen  in  any  part  of  North  Ame- 
rica. She  had  nothing  tomakc  fnares  of  but  the  flnews  of  rabbits  legs  and  feet,  which 
(he  twifled  together  for  that  purpofe  ; and  of  the  rabbits  (kins  had  made  herfclf  a neat 
and  warm  winter’s  clothing.  The  flock  of  materials  fhe  took  with  her  when  fhe 
eloped,  confifted  of  about  five  inches  of  an  iron  hoop  for  a knife  ; a ftone  fteel,  and 
other  hard  ftones  as  flints,  together  with  other  fire  tackle,  as  tinder,  &c.  ; about  an 
inch  and  half  of  the  fhank  of  the  (hoeing  of  an  arrow,  of  iron,  of  which  flic  made  an 
awl.  She  had  not  been  long  at  the  tents,  when  half  a fcorc  of  men  w reft  led  to  fee 
who  fhoutd  have  her  for  their  wife.  She  fays,  when  the  Arathapcfcow  Indians  took 
her  prifoner,  that  they  ftolc  on  the  tents  in  the  night,  when  the  inhabitants  were  all 
afleep,  and  killed  every  foul  except  herfclf  and  three  other  young  women.  Her  father, 
mother,  and  hufband  were  in  the  fame  tent  with  her,  and  they  were  all  kilted.  Her 
child,  of  about  five  months  old,  fhe  took  with  her,  wrapped  in  a bundle  of  her  cloth, 
ing,  undifeovered,  in  the  night.  But  when  arrived  at  the  place  where  the  Aratha- 
pefcows  had  left  their  wives,  which  was  not  far  off,  it  being  then  day-break,  theft 
§ Indian 
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What  is  now,  for  the  firft  time,  authentically  laid  before 
the  Public,  with  regard  to  the  difeoveries  made  by  the  Hud- 
fon's  Bay  Company,  was  well  known  to  the  noble  Lord  who 
prefided  at  the  board  of  Admiralty,  when  this  voyage  was 
undertaken ; and  the  intimate  connexion  of  tliofe  difeo- 
verics  with  the  Plan  of  the  Voyage,  of  courfe,  regulated 
the  inftru&ions  given  to  Captain  Cook. 

And  now,  may  we  not  take  it  upon  us  to  appeal  to  every 
candid  and  capable  inquirer,  whether  that  part  of  the  in- 
flruiflions  which  directed  the  Captain  not  to  loj'e  time,  in  explor- 
ing rivers  or  inlets,  or  upon  any  other  account,  till  he  got  into  the 
latitude  of  65“,  was  not  framed  judicioufly ; as  there  were 
fuch  indubitable  proofs  that  no  paflage  exifled  fo  far  to 
the  South  as  any  part  of  Hudfon’s  Bay,  and  that,  if  a paf- 
fage  could  be  effected  at  all,  part  of  it,  at  lead,  mutt  be  tra- 
verfed  by  the  Chips  as  far  to  the  Northward  as  the  latitude 
72°,  where  Mr.  Ilcarnc  arrived  at  the  fea? 

We  may  add  as  a farther  confidcraticn,  in  fupport  of  this 
article  of  the  Inflrutflions,  that  Beering’s  Afiacic  difeoveries, 
in  1728,  having  traced  that  continent  to  the  latitude  of  6;°, 
Captain  Cook’s  approach  toward  that  latitude  was  to  be 
vifl'.cd  for,  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  bring  back  more 

Indian  women  immediately  began  to  examine  her  bundle ; and  having  there  found  the 
chilJ,  took  it  from  her  and  killed  it  immediately.  The  relation  of  this  (hocking 
fccne  only  ferved  the  ravages  of  my  gang  for  laughter.  Her  country  is  fo  far  to  the 
If'c/turjrJ,  that  flic  fays  flic  never  faw  any  iron,  or  other  kind  of  metal,  till  taken 
prifor.tr } thofc  of  her  tribe  making  their  hatchets  and  chifels  of  deers  horns,  and 
, knives  of  flone  and  bone;  their  arrows  arc  fhod  with  a kind  of  flate,  bones,  and  deers 
horns  j and  their  inflruments,  to  make  their  wood  work,  arc  nothing  but  beavers 
teeth.  They  have  frequently  heard  of  the  ufcful  materials  the  nations  to  the  Eaft  of 
them  arc  fupplied  with  from  the  Englifh  ; hut,  inftead  of  drawing  naarcr  to  be  in  the 
way  of  trading  for  iron  work,  &c.  arc  obliged  to  retreat  farther  back,  to  avoid  the 
Arathapefcow  Indians,  as  they  mr.kc  furprifmg  flaugbter  amongft  them  every  year, 
both  winter  and  fummcr.  Hearse’s  MS.  Journal. 
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authentic  information  than  the  world  had  hitherto  obtained, 
about  the  relative  fituation  and  vicinity  of  the  two  conti- 
nents, which  was  abfolutely  neccffary  to  be  known,  before 
the  practicability  of  failing  between  the  Pacific  and  Atlantic 
Oceans,  in  any  Northern  direction,  could  be  afeertained. 

After  all,  that  fearch,  in  a lower  latitude,  which  they 
who  give  credit  (if  any  fuch  there  now  be)  to  the  pretended 
difeoveries  of  de  Fonte,  afifeCt  to  with  had  been  recommended 
to  Captain  Cook,  has  (if  that  will  cure  them  of  their  cre- 
dulity) been  fatisfaCtorily  made.  The  Spaniards,  roufed 
from  their  lethargy  by  our  voyages,  and  having  caught  a 
fpark  of  enterprize  from  our  repeated  vifits  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  have  followed  us  more  than  once  into  the  line  of  our 
difeoveries  within  the  Southern  tropic  ; and  have  alfo  fitted 
out  expeditions  to  explore  the  American  continent  to  the 
North  of  California.  It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  there  fhould 
be  any  reafons  why  the  tranlaCtions  of  thofe  Spanifh  voyages 
have  not  been  fully  difclofcd,  with  the  fame  liberal  fpiritof 
information  which  other  nations  have  adopted.  But,  for- 
tunately, this  exceffive  caution  of  the  court  of  Spain  has 
been  defeated,  at  lead  in  one  inflance,  by  the  publication  of 
an  authentic  Journal  of  their  laft  voyage  of  difeovery  upon 
the  coaft  of  America,  in  1775,  for  which  the  world  is  in- 
debted to  the  Honourable  Mr.  Daines  Barrington.  This 
publication,  which  conveys  fome  Information  of  real  con* 
fequence  to  geography,  and  has  therefore  been  referred  to 
more  than  once  in  the  following  work,  is  particularly  va- 
luable in  this  refpeift,  that  fome  parts  of  the  coaft  which 
Captain  Cook,  in  his  progrefs  Northward,  was  prevented, 
by  unfavourable  winds,  from  approaching,  were  feen  and 
examined  by  the  Spanifh  fhips  who  preceded  him;  and 
the  perufal  of  the  following  extradl:  from  their  Journal, 
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may  be  recommended  to  thofe  (if  any  fuch  there  be)  who 
would  reprefent  it  as  an  imperfection  in  Captain  Cook’s 
voyage,  that  he  had  not  an  opportunity  of  examining  the 
coaft  of  America,  in  the  latitude  alligncd  to  the  difcoverics 
of  Admiral  Fontc.  “ Wc  now  attempted  to  find  out  the 
“ ftraits  of  Admiral  Fonte,  though,  as  yet,  we  had  not  dif- 
44  covered  the  Archipelago  of  St.  Lazarus,  through  which  he 
44  is  faid  to  have  failed.  With  this  intent,  we  fearched  every 
44  bay  and  recefs  of  the  coafi,  and  failed  round  every  head- 
‘‘  land,  lying  to  in  the  night,  that  we  might  not  lofe  fight 
41  of  this  entrance.  After  tbefe  pains  taken,  and  being  favoured 
“ by  a North  Weft  wind,  it  may  be  pronounced  that  no  fuch  frails 
4‘  are  to  be  found  V 

In  this  Journal,  the  Spaniards  boaft  of  44  having  reached 
fo  high  a latitude  as  58*,  beyond  what  any  other  naviga- 
'*  tors  had  been  able  to  effect  in  thofe  feas  f.”  Without 
diminilhing  the  merit  of  their  performance,  we  may  be 
permitted  to  fay  that  it  will  appear  very  inconfiderable,  in- 
deed, in  comparifon  of  what  Captain  Cook  effected,  in  the 
voyage  of  which  an  account  is  given  in  thefe  volumes.  Be- 
fides  exploring  the  land  in  the  South  Indian  Ocean,  of  which 
Kerguelen,  in  two  voyages,  had  been  able  to  obtain  but  a 
very  imperfeCt  knowledge  ; adding  alfo  many  confiderable 
acceflions  to  the  geography  of  the  Friendly  Iflands  ; and 
difeovering  the  noble  group,  now  called  Sandwich  lflands> 
in  the  Northern  part  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  of  which  not 
the  fainted  trace  can  be  met  with  in  the  account  of 
any  former  voyage  s befides  thefe  preliminary  difcoverics^ 
the  Reader  of  the  following  work  will  find,  that  in 

• Journal  of  a voyage  in  1775  by  Don  Franciico  Antonio  MaurcJlc,  in  Mr,  Bar* 
rington’s  Mifccllanies,  p.  508. 

+ Ibid.  p.  507.  Wc  learn  from  Maurelle's  Journal  that  another  voyage  had  been 
fome  time  before  performed  upon  the  coaft  of  America  j but  the  utmoft  Northern 
progrefc  of  it  was  to  latitude  55°. 
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one  fummer,  our  Englifh  Navigator  difcovercd  a much 
larger  proportion  of  the  North  Weft  coaft  of  America  than 
the  Spaniards,  though  fettled  in  the  neighbourhood,  had, 
in  all  their  attempts,  for  above  two  hundred  years,  been  able 
to  do ; That  he  has  put  it  beyond  all  doubt  that  Bccring  and 
TfcherikofF  had  really  difcovered  the  continent  of  America 
in  1741,  and  has  alfo  eftablilhed  the  prolongation  of  that 
continent  Weft  ward  oppofite  Kamtfchatka,  which  fpcculative 
writers,  wedded  to  favourite  fyftems,  had  affected  fo  much 
to  dilbelieve*,  and  which,  though  admitted  by  Muller,  had, 
lincc  he  wrote,  been  confidered  as  difproved  by  later  Ruffian 
difeoveries  -f- ; That,  befides  afeertaining  the  true  portion  of 
the  Weftern  coafts  of  America,  with  fome  inconfiderable  in- 
terruptions,  from  latitude  440  up  to  beyond  the  latitude  70“, 
he  has  alfo  afeertained  the  pofition  of  the  North  Eaftern  ex- 
tremity of  Afia,  by  confirming  Beering’s  difeoveries  in  1728, 
and  adding  extenfive  acceffions  of  his  own  ; That  he  has 
given  us  more  authentic  information  concerning  the  iflands 
lying  between  the  two  continents,  than  the  Kamtfchatka 
traders,  ever  fincc  Beering  firft  taught  them  to  venture  on 
this  lea,  had  been  able  to  procure  $ ; That,  by  fixing  the  re- 
lative 

• Dr.  Campbell,  fpcaking  of  Beering’s  voyage  in  174.1,  fays,  “ Nothing  can  be 
“ plainer  than  this  truth,  that  his  difeovery  docs  not  warrant  any  fuch  fuppofition,  as 
“ that  the  country  he  touched  at  was  a great  continent  making  part  of  North  America.'* 

t See  Coxe’s  Ruffian  Difeoveries,  p.  26,  27,  &c.  The  fictions  of  fpcculative  geo- 
graphers in  the  Southern  heinifphere,  have  been  continents  j in  the  Northern  hemi- 
fpherc,  they  have  been  feas.  It  may  be  obferved,  therefore,  that  if  Captain  Cook  in 
his  firft  voyages  annihilated  imaginary  Southern  lands,  he  has  made  amends  for  the 
havock,  in  his  third  voyage,  by  annihilating  imaginary  Northern  feas,  and  filling  up 
the  vaft  fpace,  which  had  been  allotted  to  them,  with  the  folid  contents  of  his  new 
difeoveries  of  American  land  farther  Weft  and  North  than  had  hitherto  been  traced. 

J The  Ruffians  feem  to  owe  much  to  England,  in  matters  of  this  fort.  It  is  lin- 
gular enough  that  one  of  our  countrymen,  Dr.  Campbell  [See  his  edition  of  Harris’s 
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lative  fituation  of  Afia  and  America,  and  difcovering  the 
narrow  bounds  of  the  flrait  that  divides  them,  he  has  thrown 
a blaze  of  light  upon  this  important  part  of  the  geography 
of  the  globe,  and  folved  the  puzzling  problem  about  the 
peopling  of  America,  by  tribes  deftitute  of  the  neccllary 
means  to  attempt  long  navigations  ; and,  laftly,Thar,  though 
the  principal  object  of  the  voyage  failed,  the  world  will  be 
gready  benefited  even  by  the  failure,  as  it  has  brought  us 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  exiftcnce  of  the  impediments,  which 
future  navigators  may  expeft  to  meet  with  in  attempting  to 
go  to  the  Eafl  Indies  through  Beering's  flrait. 

The  extended  review  we  have  taken  of  the  preceding 
voyages,  and  the  general  outline  we  have  fketched  out,  of 
the  tranfaflions  of  the  laft,  which  are  recorded  at  full 
length  in  thefe  volumes,  will  not,  it  is  hoped,  be  confidercd 
as  a prolix,  or  unneccflary  detail.  It  will  ferve  to  give  a 
juft  notion  of  the  whole  plan  of  difeovery  executed  by  his- 
Majefty’s  commands.  And  it  appearing  that  much  was 
aimed  at,  and  much  accomplished,  in  the  unknown  parts 
of  the  globe,  in  both  hemifpheres,  there  needs  no  other 
confideratlon,  to  give  full  fatisfatflion  to  thofe  who  poflefs 
an  enlarged  way  of  thinking,  that  a variety  of  ufeful  pur- 
pofes  mull  have  been  effected  by  thefe  refearchc3.  Bus 

voyages,  Vo!,  ii.  p.  1021.]  has  preferved  many  valuable  particulars  of  Beering’s  firft 
voyage,  of  which  Muller  himfclf,  the  Hiftorian  of  their  earlier  difcovcrics,  makes  no 
mention  j that  it  ftiould  be  another  of  our  countrymen,  Mr.  Coxc,  who  firft  publiilicJ. 
a fatisfa&ory  account  of  their  later  difcoverics  ; and  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain’s 
Blips  (hould  traverfe  the  globe  in  1778,  to  confirm  to  the  Ruffian  empire,  the  pofTeffion 
of  near  thirty  degrees,  or  above  fix  hundred  miles  of  continent,  which  Mr.  Engel,  in 
his  zeal  for  the  pra&icability  of  a North  Eaft  pafiage,  would  prune  away  from  the  length  • 
of  Afia  to  the  Eaft  ward.  Sec  his  Manures  Gcograpbiques , Ac.  LauCmne  1765  j which 
however,  contains  much  real  information  j and  many  parts  of  which  arc  confirmed  by 
Captain  Cook’s  American  difcovcrics. 
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■there  are  others,  no  doubt,  ■who,  too  diffident  of  their  own 
abilities,  or  too  indolent  to  exert  them,  would  wifli  to  have 
their  reflexions  affifted,  by  pointing  out  what  thofe  ufeful 
purpofes  are.  For  the  ufe  of  fuch,  the  following  enumera- 
tion of  particulars  is  entered  upon.  And  if  there  fliould  be 
any,  who  affeX  to  undervalue  the  plan,  or  the  execution  of 
our  voyages,  what  fliall  now  be  offered,  if  it  do  not  convince 
them,  may,  at  leafl,  check  the  influence  of  their  unfavour- 
able dccilion. 

i.  It  may  be  fairly  conftdcrcd,  as  one  great  advantage  ac- 
cruing to  the  world  from  our  late  furvcys  of  the  globe, 
that  they  have  confuted  fanciful  theories,  too  likely  to  give 
birth  to  impraXicable  undertakings. 

After  Captain  Cook's  perfcvering  and  fruitlefs  traverfcs 
through  every  corner  of  the  Southern  hemifphcrc,  who,  for 
the  future,  will  pay  any  attention  to  the  ingenious  reveries  of 
Campbell,  de  Brofl'cs.and  de  Buffon  ? or  hope  tocftablifli  an  in- 
tercourfe  with  fuch  a continent  as  Maupertuis’s  fruitful  ima- 
gination had  piXured?  A continent  equal,  at  leafl,  in  extent, 
to  all  the  civilized  countries  in  the  known  Northern  hemi- 
fphere,  where  new  men,  new  animals,  new  produXions  of 
every  kind,  might  be  brought  forward  to  our  view,  and  dif- 
coveries  be  made,  which  would  open  incxhauftible  trea- 
furcs  of  commerce  *.  We  can  now  boldly  take  it  upon  us 
to  difeourage  all  expeditions,  formed  on  fuch  reafonings 
of  fpeculativc  philofophers,  into  a quarter  of  the  globe, 

* See  Maupertuis’s  Letter  to  the  King  of  Pruffia.  The  author  of  the  Preliminary 
Difcourfc  to  Bougainville’s  Vtjxgt  cux  Jjles  Alaltuints,  computes  that  the  Southern 
continent  (for  the  cxiflcnce  of  which,  he  owns,  we  mult  depend  more  on  the  con- 
jectures of  philofophers,  than  on  the  teflimony  of  voyagers)  contains  eight  or  ten, 
millions  of  fejuare  leagues.  • 
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where  our  perfevering  Englifli  navigator,  inftead  of  this 
promifed  fairy  land,  found  nothing  but  barren  rocks, 
fcarcely  affording  flicker  to  penguins  and  l'eals  ; and  dreary 
feas,  and  mountains  of  ice,  occupying  the  immenfe  fpace 
allotted  to  imaginary  paradifes,  and  the  only  treafures  there 
to  be  difeovered,  to  reward  the  toil,  and  to  compenfate  the 
dangers  of  the  unavailing  fearch. 

Or,  if  we  carry  our  rcflcdlions  into  the  Northern  hemi- 
fphere, could  Mr. Dobbs  have  made  a (ingle  convert, mu  h lefs 
could  he  have  been  the  fuccefsful  folicitor  of  two  different 
expeditions,  and  have  met  with  encouragement  from  the  lc- 
giflature,  with  regard  to  his  favourite  paffage  through  Hud- 
ibn’s  Bay,  if  Captain  Chriftophcr  had  previoufly  explored  its 
coafts,  and  if  Mr.  Hcarne  had  walked  over  the  immenfe  con- 
tinent behind  it  ? Whether,  after  Captain  Cook’s  and  Captain 
Clerkc's  difcoverics  on  the  Weft  fide  of  America,  and  their 
report  of  the  (late  of  Beering’s  Strait,  there  can  be  fufficient 
encouragement  to  make  future  attempts  to  penetrate  into 
the  Pacific  Ocean  in  any  Northern  diredlion,  is  a queftion, 
for  the  dccifion  of  which  the  Public  will  be  indebted  to  this 
work. 

i.  But  our  voyages  will  benefit  the  world,  not  only  by 
difeouraging  future  unprofitable  fearches,  but  alfo  by  lef- 
fening  the  dangers  and  diftreffes  formerly  experienced  in 
thofe  feas,  which  are  within  the  line  of  commerce  and  na- 
vigation, now  actually  fubfifting.  In  how  many  inftances 
have  the  miftakes  of  former  navigators,  in  fixing  the  true 
fituations  of  important  places,  been  rectified  ? What  acccf- 
fion  to  the  variation  chart ! How  many  nautical  obfervations 
have  been  collected,  and  are  now  ready  to  be  confulied,  in 
directing  a (hip's  courfe,  along  rocky  fliores,  through  nar- 
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row  ftraits,  amidft  perplexing  currents,  and  dangerous 
llioals’  But,  above  all,  what  numbers  of  new  bays,  and 
harbours,  and  anchoring-places,  are  now,  for  the  firft  time, 
brought  forward,  where  Ihips  may  be  fhcltered,  and  their 
crews  find  tolerable  refrefhments  ? To  enumerate  all  thefe 
would  be  to  tranferibe  great  part  of  the  journals  of  our  fe- 
veral  Commanders,  whofe  labours  will  endear  them  to 
every  navigator,  whom  trade  or  war  may  carry  into  their 
tracks.  Every  nation  that  fends  a Ihip  to  fea,  will  partake 
of  the  benefit ; but  Great  Britain  herfelf,  whofe  commerce 
is  boundlefs,  mud  take  the  lead  in  reaping  the  full  advan- 
tage of  her  own  difeoveries. 

In  confequence  of  all  thefe  various  improvements,  leflen- 
ing  the  apprehenfions  of  engaging  in  long  voyages,  may 
we  not  reafonably  indulge  the  pleafing  hope,  that  frefh 
branches  of  commerce  may,  even  in  our  own  time,  be  at- 
tempted, and  fucccfsfully  carried  on  < Our  hardy  adven- 
turers in  the  whale-fifliery,  have  already  found  their  way, 
within  thefe  few  years,  into  the  South  Atlantic;  and  who 
knows  what  frclh  fources  of  commerce  may  dill  be  opened, 
if  the  profpedl:  of  gain  can  be  added,  to  keep  alive  the  fpirit 
of  enterprize  ? If  the  lituation  of  Great  Britain  be  too  re- 
mote, other  trading  nations  will  afliiredly  avail  themfelves 
of  our  difeoveries.  We  may  foon  expedl  to  hear  that  the 
Ruffians,  now  indrufted  by  us  where  to  find  the  American 
continent,  have  extended  their  voyages  from  the  Fox  Iflands 
to  Cook’s  River,  and  Prince  William’s  Sound.  And  if  Spain 
itfclf  ffiould  not  be  tempted  to  trade  from  its  mod  Northern 
Mexican  ports,  by  the  frclh  mine  of  wealth  difeovered  in 
the  furs  of  King  George’s  Sound,  which  they  may  tranfport 
in  their  Manilla  Ihips,  as  a favourite  commodity  for  the 
7 • Chinefe 
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Chinefe  market } that  market  may  probably  be  fupplied  by 
a direCt  trade  to  America,  from  Canton  itfelf,  with  thofe 
valuable  articles  which  the  inhabitants  of  China  have  hi- 
therto received,  only  by  the  tedious  and  expenGve  circuit  of 
Kamtfchatka  and  Kiachta. 

Thcfe  and  many  other  commercial  improvements  may 
reafonably  be  expected  to  refult  from  the  Britilh  difeoveries, 
even  in  our  own  times.  But  if  we  look  forward  to  future 
ages,  and  to  future  changes  in  the  hiftory  of  commerce,  by 
recollecting  its  various  pad  revolutions  and  migrations, 
we  may  be  allowed  to  plcafe  ourfelves  with  the  idea  of  its 
finding  its  way,  at  laft,  throughout  the  extent  of  the 
regions  with  which  our  voyages  have  opened  an  intercourfe; 
and  there  will  be  abundant  rcafon  to  fubferibe  to  Captain 
Cook's  obfervation  with  regard  to  New  Zealand,  which  may 
be  applied  to  other  tracks  of  land  explored  by  him,  that 
“ although  they  be  far  remote  from  the  prefent  trading 
“ world,  we  can,  by  no  means,  tell  what  ufe  future  ages 
“ may  make  of  the  difeoveries  made  by  the  prefent  In 
this  point  of  view,  furely,  the  utility  of  the  late  voyages 
mull  (land  confelled  ; and  we  may  be  permitted  to  fay,  that 
the  hiftory  of  their  operations,  which  will  be  completed  in 
thefe  volumes,  has  the  jufteft  pretentions  to  be  called 
ail,  as  it  will  convey  to  lateft  pofterity  a treafure  of  intcrcft- 
ing  information. 

3.  Admitting,  however,  that  we  may  have  cxprelfed  too 
fanguine  expectations  of  commercial  advantages,  either 
within  our  own  reach,  or  gradually  to  be  unfolded  at  fome 
future  period,  as  the  refult  of  our  voyages  of  difeovery  j we 

• Cook’s  Vojrage,  Vol.  i.  p.  92. 
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may  Hill  be  allowed  to  confider  them  as  a laudable  effort  to 
add  to  the  flock  of  human  knowledge,  with  regard  to  an  ob- 
ject which  cannot  but  deferve  the  attention  of  enlightened 
man.  To  exert  our  faculties  in  deviling  ingenious  modes  of 
fatisfying  ourfelves  about  the  magnitude  and  diflance  of  the 
fun  j to  extend  our  acquaintance  with  the  fyftem  to  which 
that  luminary  is  the  common  centre,  by  tracing  the  revolu- 
tions of  a new  planet,  or  the  appearance  of  a new  comet ; 
to  carry  our  bold  refearches  through  all  the  immenfity  of 
fpace,  where  world  beyond  world  riles  to  the  view  of  the 
allonilhed  obferver;  thefe  arc  employments  which  none 
but  thofe  incapable  of  purfuing  them  can  depreciate, 
and  which  every  one  capable  of  purfuing  them  mull  de- 
light in,  as  a dignified  exercife  of  the  powers  of  the  human 
mind.  But  while  we  dircCt  our  ftudics  to  difiant  worlds, 
which,  after  all  our  exertions,  we  mull  content  ourfelves 
with  having  barely  difeovered  to  exift,  it  would  be  a ftrange 
negleCt,  indeed,  and  would  argue  a moll  culpable  want  of 
rational  curiofity,  if  we  did  not  ufe  our  bell  endeavours  to 
arrive  at  a full  acquaintance  with  the  contents  of  our  own 
planet;  of  that  little  fpot  in  the  immenfc  univerfe,  on 
which  we  have  been  placed,  and  the  utmoft  limits  of  which, 
at  leaft  its  habitable  parts,  we  poffefs  the  means  of  afeer- 
taining,  and  deferibing,  by  aCtual  examination. 

So  naturally  doth  this  reflection  prefent  itfelf,  that  to  know 
fomething  of  the  terraqueous  globe,  is  a favourite  object 
with  every  one  who  can  tallc  the  loweft  rudiments  of  learn- 
ing. I.ct  us  not  therefore  think  fo  meanly  of  the  times  in  which 
we  live,  as  to  fuppofe  it  pollible  that  full  juftice  will  not 
be  done  to  the  noble  plan  of  difeovery,  fo  lleadily  and  fo 
fuccefsfully  carried  on,  fince  the  acceflion  of  his  Majelly  ; 

whifh 
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•which  cannot  fail  to  be  confidered,  in  every  fticceed  ingage,  as 
a fplendid  period  in  the  hiftoryof  our  country,  and  to  add  to 
our  national  glory,  by  diftingu idling  Great  Britain  as  taking 
the  lead  in  the  moll  arduous  undertakings  for  the  common 
benefit  of  the  human  race.  Before  thefe  voyages  took  place, 
nearly  half  the  furface  of  the  globe  we  inhabit  was  hid  in 
obfeurity  and  confufion.  What  is  Hill  wanting  to  complete 
our  geography,  may  jufl-ly  be  termed  the  minutia  of  that 
fcience. 

4.  Let  us  now  carry  our  thoughts  fomewhat  farther.  It 
is  fortunate  for  the  intcrefts  of  knowledge,  that  acquifitions 
in  any  one  branch,  generally,  and  indeed  unavoidably,  lead 
to  acquifitions  in  other  branches,  perhaps  of  ftill  greater 
confcqucnce ; and  that  we  cannot  even  gratify  mere  curio- 
fity,  without  being  rewarded  with  valuable  inftruiftion. 
This  obfervation  applies  to  the  fubjcfl  before  us.  Voyages, 
in  which  new  oceans  have  been  traverfed,  and  in  which  new 
countries  have  been  vifited,  can  fcarccly  ever  be  performed, 
without  bringing  forward  to  our  view  frelh  objctfls  of  fet- 
ence.  Even  when  we  are  to  take  our  report  of  what  was 
difeovered,  from  the  mere  failor,  whofe  knowledge  fcarcely 
goes  beyond  the  narrow  limits  of  his  own  profeflion,  and 
whofe  inquiries  are  not  directed  by  philofophical  difeern- 
nient,  it  will  be  unfortunate  indeed,  if  fomething  hath  not 
been  remarked,  by  which  the  fcholar  may  profit,  and  life- 
f ul  accefiions  be  made  to  our  old  Hock  of  information.  And 
if  this  be  the  cafe  in  general,  how  much  more  mud  be 
gained  by  the  particular  voyages  now  under  confidcration  ? 
Ik  tides  naval  officers  equally  fkilied  to  examine  the  coafis 
they  might  approach,  as  to  delineate  them  accurately  upon 
3 their 
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their  charts,  artifts*  were  engaged,  who,  by  their  drawings 
might  ill u (Irate  what  could  only  be  imperfectly  deferibed ; 
mathematicians")-,  who  might  treafure  up  an  extenfive  feries 
of  fcientific  obfervations  ; and  perfons  verfed  in  the  various 
departments  of  the  liiftory  of  nature,  who  might  colleCt, 
or  record,  all  that  they  (hould  find  new  and  valuable, 
throughout  the  wide  extent  of  their  refearches.  But  while 
mod  of  thefe  aflbeiates  of  our  naval  difeoverers,  were  libe- 
rally rewarded  by  the  Public,  there  was  one  gentleman,  who 
thinking  it  the  nobleft  reward  he  could  receive,  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  making  the  ample  fortune  he  inherited 
from  his  anceftors,  fubfervient  to  the  improvement  of  fei- 
. cnee,  ftepped  forward  of  his  own  accord,  and  fubmitting  to 
the  hardlhips  and  dangers  of  a circumnavigation  of  the 
globe,  accompanied  Captain  Cook  in  the  Endeavour.  The 
learned  world,  I may  alfo  fay  the  unlearned,  will  never  for- 
get the  obligations  which  it  owes  to  Sir  Jofeph  Banks. 

What  real  acquifitions  have  been  gained,  by  this  munifi- 
cent attention  to  fcience,  cannot  be  better  exprefled  than  in 
the  words  of  Mr.  Wales,  who  engaged  in  one  of  thefe 
voyages  himfelf,  and  contributed  largely  to  the  benefits  de- 
rived from  them. 

“ That  branch  of  natural  knowledge  which  may  be 
“ called  nautical  ajironomy , was  undoubtedly  in  its  infancy, 

• Mefl*.  Hodges  and  Webber,  whofc  drawings  have  ornamented  and  illuilrated  this 
and  Captain  Cook's  fecond  voyage. 

f Mr.  Green,  in  the  Endeavour}  Mcflrs.  Wales  and  Bayly,  in  the  Rcfolution.  and 
Adventure  ; Mr.  Bayly,  a fccond  time,  jointly  with  Captains  Cook  and  King  in  this 
voyage ; and  Mr.  Lyons,  who  accompanied  Lord  Mulgrave.  The  obfervations  of 
Meffrs.  Wales  and  Bayly,  during  Captain  Cook's  fccond  voyage,  arc  already  in  the 
hands  of  the  Public,  by  the  favour  of  the  Board  of  Longitude  ; and  thofe  of  Captains 
Cook  and  King,  and  Mr.  Bayly,  during  this  Jail,  will  appear  immediately  after  our 
Publication. 

‘S  when 
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'*  when  thefe  voyages  were  firft  undertaken.  Both  inflru- 
“ mcnts  and  obfervers,  which  dcferved  the  name,  were  very 
«'  rare  ; and  fo  late  as  the  year  1770,  it  was  found  neceflary, 
“ in  the  appendix  to  Meyer’s  Tables , publiflied  by  the  Board 
“ of  Longitude,  to  Rate  fafts,  in  contradifiion  to  the  afler- 
“ tions  of  fo  celebrated  an  aftronomcr  as  the  Abbe  de  la 
“ Caille,  that  the  altitude  of  the  fun  at  noon,  the  cafieft  and 
“ mod  fimplc  of  all  obfervations,  could  not  be  taken  with 
“ certainty  to  a lefs  quantity  than  five,  fix,  feven,  or  even 
« eight  minutes  *.  But  thofe  who  will  give  themfelves  the 
“ trouble  to  look  into  the  agronomical  obfervations,  made  in 
“ Captain  Cook’s  laft  voyage,  will  find,  that  there  were  few, 
“ even  of  the  petty  officers,  who  could  not  obferve  the- 
“ diftance  of  the  moon  from  the  fun,  or  a flar,  the  molt  dc- 
“ licate  of  all  obfervations,  with  fufficient  accuracy.  It 
“.may  be  added,  that  the  method  of  making  and  computing 
“ obfervations  for  finding  the  variation  of  the  compafs,  is 
« better  known,  and  more  frequently  pratflifed  by  thofe 
« who  have  been  on  thefe  voyages,  than  by  molt  others. 
“ Nor  is  there,  perhaps,  a perfon  who  ranks  as  an  officer, 


• The  Abbe’s  words  are,  M Si  ceux  qui  promettent  unc  fi  grande  prccifion  dans 
“ ccs  fortes  de  methodcs,  avoient  navigue  quelque  temps,  ils  auroient  vu  fouvent,  que 
u dans  P observation  la  plus  fimple  dc  toutes,  qui  eft  ccllc  dc  la  hauteur  du  foleil  a 
“ midi,  deux  obfervations,  munis  de  bons  quartiers  dc  reflexion,  bien  rectifies,  d if* 
u ferent  entr’eux,  lorfqu’ils  obfervent  chacun  a part,  de  5',  6%  7',  ic  8'.” 

Epbemer.  1755 — 1765.  Intrcduiiion , p.  32. 

It  muft  be,  however,  mentioned,  in  juftice  to  M.  de  la  Caille,  that  he  attempted 
to  introduce  the  lunar  method  of  difeovering  the  longitude,  and  propofed  a plan  of 
calculations  of  the  moon’s  diftance  from  the  fun  and  fixed  ftars  ; but  through  the 
imperfection  of  his  inflruments,  his  fucccfs  was  much  lefs  than  that  method  was  ca- 
pable of  affording.  l*he  bringing  it  into  general  ufc  was  referred  for  Dr.  Maflcelyne, 
our  Aftronomer  Royal.  Sec  the  preface  to  the  Tahiti  for  torn  Ring  the  F.ffeRi  of  Rt- 
fraSiian  and  Paraliaxy  pubiifhed  by  the  Board  of  Longitude,  under  the  Direction  of 
Dr.  Shepherd,  Plumian  ProfdTor  of  Aftronomy  and  Experimental  Philefophy  at  Cam- 
bridge, in  177  a. 
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“ and  has  been  concerned  in  them,  who  would  not,  what- 
“ ever  his  real  fkill  may  be,  feel  afhamcd  to  have  it  thought 
« that  he  did  not  know  how  to  obferve  for,  and  compute 
•>  the  time  at  fcaj  though,  but  a fhort  while  before  thefe 
“ voyages  were  fet  on  foot,  fuch  a thing  was  fcarcely  ever 
««  heard  of  amongft  feamen ; and  even  firfl-rate  aflro- 
« nomers  doubted  the  pofUbility  of  doing  it  with  fuflicient 
“ exa&nefs*. 

“ The  number  of  places,  at  which  the  rife  and  times  of 
“ flowing  of  tides  have  been  obfenred,  in  thefe  voyages,  is 
“ very  great;  and  hence  an  important  article  of  ufeful 
“ knowledge  is  afforded.  In  thefe  obfervations,  fome  very 
“ curious  and  even  unexpected  circumflances  have  offered 

* In  addition  to  Mr.  Wales’s  Remark,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  the  proficiency  of 
our  naval  officers  in  taking  obfervations  at  fca,  muft  ultimately  be  attributed  to  the 
great  attention  paid  to  this  important  ohjedt  by  the  Hoard  of  Longitude  at  home;  libe- 
ral rewards  having  been  given  to  mathematicians  for  perfecting  the  lunar  tables,  and 
facilitating  calculations  ; to  artifts  for  conftructing  more  accurate  inftruments  for  ob- 
serving, and  watches  better  adapted  to  keeping  time  at  fea.  It  appears,  therefore, 
that  the  voyages  of  difeovery,  and  the  operations  of  the  board  of  longitude  went  hand 
in  hand;  and  they  mud  be  combined,  in  order  to  form  a juft  cPimate  of  the  extent 
of  the  plan  carried  into  execution  fincc  his  Majefty’s  acccffion,  for  improving  aftro- 
nomy  snd  navigation.  But,  befulcs  the  eftabliftiment  of  the  Board  of  Longitude 
on  its  prefent  footing,  which  has  had  fuch  impnrtant  confcqucnccs,  it  muft  alfo  be  ever 
acknowledged,  that  his  prefent  MajcUy  has  extended  his  royal  patronage  to  every 
branch  of  the  liberal  arts  ar.d  ufeful  fciencc.  The  munificent  prefent  to  the  Royal 
Society  for  defraying  the  expence  of  obferving  the  tranftt  of  Venus;  — the  inftitution 
of  the  Academy  of  Painting  and  Sculpture the  magnificent  apartments  allotted  to  the 
Royal  and  Antiquary  Societies,  and  to  the  Royal  Academy,  at  Somcrfet  Place;— the 
Support  of  the  Garden  of  Exotics  at  Kcw,  to  improve  which,  Mr.  Alafon  was  fent  to 
the  extremities  of  Africa  ; — the  fubflantial  encouragement  afforded  to  learned  men  and 
learned  works,  in  various  departments ; and  particularly,  that  afforded  to  Mr.  Her- 
fchcll,  which  has  enabled  him  to  devote  him  ft  If  intirely  to  the  improvement  of  aftro- 
nomy ; thefe,  and  many  other  inftances  which  might  be  enumerated,  would  have 
greatly  diftinguifhed  his  Majefty’s  reign,  even  if  he  had  not  been  the  patron  of  thofe 
fuccefsful  attempts  to  perfect  geography  and  navigation  by  fo  many  voyages  of  dif- 
eovery. 
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« themfelvcs  to  our  confideration.  It  will  be  fufEcient  to 
“ inftance  the  exceedingly  fmall  height  to  which  the  tide 
* rifes,  in  the  middle  of  the  great  Pacific  Ocean ; where  it 
“ falls  Ihort,  two-thirds  at  lcall,  of  what  might  have  been 
“ expeifted  from  theory  and  calculation. 

“ The  direction  and  force  of  currents  at  fea,  make  alfo 
“ an  important  objedt.  Thefe  voyages  will  be  found  to 
“ contain  much  ufeful  information  on  this  head ; as  well 
“ relating  to  fcas  nearer  home,  and  which,  in  confequcnce, 

“ are  navigated  every  day,  as  to  thofe  which  are  more  re- 
“ mote,  but  where,  notwithftanding,  the  knowledge  of  thefe 
“ things  may  be  of  great  fcrvicc  to  thofe  who  are  deftined 
“ to  navigate  them  hereafter.  To  this  head  alfo  we  may  refer 
“ the  great  number  of  experiments  which  have  been  made 
« for  inquiring  into  the  depth  of  the  fea,  its  temperature, 

“ and  faltnefs  at  different  depths,  and  in  a variety  of  places 
“ and  climates. 

“ An  extenfive  foundation  has  alfo  been  laid  for  improve* 

" ments  in  magnetifm,  for  difeovering  the  caufe  and  nature 
“ of  the  polarity  of  the  needle,  and  a theory  of  its  varia- 
«•  tions,  by  the  number  and  variety  of  the  obfervations  and 
“ experiments  which  have  been  made,  both  on  the  variation 
“ and  dip,  in  almoftall  parts  of  the  world.  Experiments  alfo 
" have  been  made,  in  confcquencc  of  the  late  voyages,  on 
“ the  effects  of  gravity,  in  different  and  very  diftant  places, 

“ which  may  ferve  to  increafe  our  Rock  of  natural  know- 
“ ledge.  From  the  fame  fourcc  of  information  we  have 
“ learned,  that  the  phenomenon,  ufually  called  the  aurora 
“ borealis,  is  not  peculiar  to  high  Northern  latitudes,  but  be- 
“ longs,  equally,  to  all  cold  climates,  whether  they  be  North 
“ or  South. 

Vol.  I.  i “ But, 
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“ But,  perhaps,  no  part  of  knowledge  has  been  fo  great 
“ a gainer  by  the  late  voyages,  as  that  of  botany.  We 
•*  are  told  * that,  at  lead,  twelve  hundred  new  plants  have 
“ been  added  to  the  known  fydem;  and  that  very  con- 
*«  fiderablc  additions  have  been  made  to  every  other  branch 
**  of  natural  hi  (lory,  by  the  great  (kill  and  indudry  of  Sir 
“ Jofcph  Banks,  and  the  other  gentlemen  f who  have  accotn- 
“ panied  Captain  Cook  for  that  purpofe." 

To  our  naval  'officers  irt  general,  or  to  their  learned  aflb- 
ciates  in  the  expeditions,  all  the  foregoing  improvements  of 
knowledge  may  be  traced  ; but  there  is  one  very  Angular 
improvement  indeed,  dill  behind,  for  which,  as  we  arc  folely 
indebted  to  Captain  Cook,  let  us  date  it  in  his  own  words: 
“ Whatever  may  be  the  public  judgment  about  other  mar- 
“ ters,  it  is  with  real  fatisfa&ion,  and  without  claiming  any 
“ merit  but  that  of  attention  to  my  duty,  that  I can  con- 
“ elude  this  account  with  an  obfervation,  which  facts  en- 
“ able  me  to  make,  that  our  having  difeovered  the  poilibi- 
“ lity  of  preferving  health  amongd  a numerous  (hip's  comp 
“ pany,  for  fuch  a length  of  time,  in  fuch  varieties  of  clip 
“ mate,  and  amidd  fuch  continued  hardfliips  and  fatigues, 
“ will  make  this  voyage  remarkable,  in  the  opinion  of 
<•  Cvery  benevolent  perfon,  when  the  diiputcs  about  a South- 
“ em  continent  fliall  have  ceafed  to  engage  the  attention* 
“ and  to  divide  the  judgment  of  philofophers  J.” 

• See  Dr.  Shepherd’s  Preface,  as  above. 

t Dr.  Solander,  Dr.  Forfter  and  his  fon,  and  Dr.  Sparman.  Dr.  Forftcr  has 
given  us  a fpecimen  of  the  botanical  difcovcrics  of  his  voyage  in  the  Cbnraifcrei  G<- 
nerum  Plantarumy  Sic.  and  much  curious  philofuphical  matter  is  contained  in  his 
Obftrvatiom  mad t in  a Vcya^t  round  tht  World.  Dr.  Sparman  alfo,  on  his  return  to 
Sweden,  favoured  us  with  a publication,  in  which  he  expatiates  on  the  advantages 
accruing  to  natural  hiftory,  to  aftronomy,  geography,  general  phyfief,  and  naviga- 
tion, from  our  South  Sea  voyages. 

$ Cook’s  Voyage,  Vol.  ii.  p.  293. 

5.  But 
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5.  But  while  our  late  voyages  have  opened  fo  many  chan- 
nels to  an  incrcafe  of  knowledge  in  the  fcveral  articles  al- 
ready enumerated  ; while  they  have  extended  our  acquaint- 
ance with  the  contents  of  the  globe ; while  they  have  faci- 
litated old  tracks,  and  have  opened  new  ones  for  com- 
merce ; while  they  have  been  the  means  of  improving  the 
fkill  of  the  navigator,  and  the  fcience  of  the  aftronomer  { 
while  they  have  procured  to  us  fo  valuable  acceflions  in  the 
fcveral  departments  of  natural  hiftory,  and  furniihed  fuch 
opportunities  of  teaching  us  how  to  preferve.the  healths 
and  lives  of  feamen,  let  us  not  forget  another  very  import- 
ant objetft  of  ftudy,  for  which  they  have  afforded  to  the 
fpcculative  philofophcr  ample  materials  : I mean  the  fludy 
of  human  nature  in  various  fituations,  equally  interfiling 
as  they  arc  uncommon. 

However  remote  or  fecluded  from  frequent  intercourfe 
with  more  polifhed  nations,  the  inhabitants  of  any  parts  oF 
the  world  be,  if  hiflory  or  our  own  obfervation  fhould  make 
it  evident  that  they  have  been  formerly  vifited,  and  that 
foreign  manners  and  opinions,  and  languages,  have  been 
blended  with  their  own,  little  ufe  can  be  made  of  what  is 
obferved  amongfl  fuch  people,  toward  drawing  a real  pic- 
ture of  man  in  his  natural  uncultivated  date.  This  feems 
to  be  the  fituation  of  the  inhabitants  of  moil  of  the  iflands 
that  lie  contiguous  to  the  continent  of  Alia,  and  of  whofc 
manners  and  inflitutions  the  Kuropeans,  who  occaiionally  vifit 
them,  have  frequently  given  us  accounts.  But  the  iilands 
which  our  enterprifing  difeoverers  vifited  in  the  centre  of  the 
South  Pacific  Ocean,  and  are,  indeed,  the  principal  fcencs  of 
their  operations,  were  untrodden  ground.  The  inhabitants, 
as  far  as  could  be  obferved,  were  unmixed  with  any  differ- 
ent tribe,  by  occafional  intercourfe,  fubfequent  to  their 

i 2 original  , 


/ 


Digitized  by  Google 


lxviii  INTRODUCTION. 

original  fcttlcment  there  ; left  intirely  to  their  own  powers 
for  every  art  of  life ; and  to  their  own  remote  traditions  for 
every  political  or  religious  cuftom  or  inftitution  ; uninform- 
ed by  l'cicncc  ; unimproved  by  education  ; in  fhort,  a fit  foil 
from  whence  a careful  obferver  could  colleft  fails  for  form- 
ing a judgment,  how. far  unaflifted  human  nature  will  be 
apt  to  degenerate ; and  in  what  rcfpeils  it  can  ever  be  able 
to  excel.  Who  could  have  thought,  that  the  brutal  ferocity 
of  feeding  upon  human  ficfii,  and  the  horrid  fuperllition 
of  offering  human  facrifices,  fhould  be  found  to  exift 
amongft  the  natives  lately  difeovered  in  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
who,  in  other  refpeils,  appear  to  be  no  flrangers  to  the  fine 
feelings  of  humanity,  to  have  arrived  at  a certain  ftage  of 
focial  life,  and  to  be  habituated  to  fubordination  and  go- 
vernment which  tend  fo  naturally  to  reprefs  the  ebullitions 
of  wild  pafiion,  and  expand  the  latent  powers  of  the 
underflanding ! 

Or,  if  we  turn  from  this  melancholy  picture,  which  will 
fugged  copious  matter  for  philofophical  fpeculation,  can 
we,  without  adonifliment,  obferve  to  what  a degree  of  per- 
fection the  fame  tribe  (and  indeed  we  may  here  join,  in 
fome  of  thofe  inftanccs,  the  American  tribes  vifited  in  the 
courfe  of  the  prefent  voyage)  have  carried  their  favourite 
amufements,  the  plaintive  fongs  of  their  women,  their  dra- 
matic entertainments,  their  dances,  their  Olympian  games, 
as  we  may  call  them;  the  orations  of  their  Chiefs;  the 
chants  of  their  priefts ; the  folemnity  of  their  religious  pro- 
ceflions;  their  arts  and  manufactures ; their  ingenious  con- 
trivances to  fupply  the  wantof  proper  materials,  and  of  effec- 
tive tools  and  machines  ; and  the  wonderful  productions  of 
their  perfevering  labour  under  a complication  of  dil'advan- 
tages ; their  cloth  and  their  mats ; their  weapons;  their  filh- 

ing- 
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ing-inftruments  > their  ornaments ; their  utenfils ; which 
- in  defign  and  in  execution,  may  vie  with  whatever  modem 
Europe,  or  claflical  antiquity  can  exhibit ! 

It  is  a favourite  ftudy  with  the  fcholar  to  trace  the  remains 
of  Grecian  or  Roman  workmanfhip ; he  turns  over  his 
Montfaucon  with  learned  fatisfaftion  ; and  he  gazes  with 
rapture  on  the  noble  colledfion  of  Sir  William  Hamilton. 
The  amufement  is  rational  and  inftrudlive.  But  will  not 
his  curiolity  be  more  awakened,  will  he  not  find  even  more 
real  matter  for  important  reflciftion,  by  palling  an  hour  in 
furveying  the  numerous  fpecimens  of  the  ingenuity  our 
newly  difeovered  friends  brought  from  the  utmoll  recefies 
of  the  globe,  to  enrich  the  Britilh  Mufcum,  and, the  valuable 
repofitory  of  Sir  Alhton  Lever?  If  the  curiofities  of  Sir 
Alhton’s  Sandwich-room  alone,  were  the  only  acquiGtion 
gained  by  our  vilits  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  who  that  has  tafle 
to  admire,  or  even  eyes  to  behold,  could  hefitate  to  pro- 
nounce, that  Captain  Cook  had  not  failed  in  vain  ? The  ex- 
pence  of  his  three  voyages  did  not,  perhaps,  far  exceed  that 
of  digging  out  the  buried  contents  of  Herculaneum.  And 
we  may  add,  that  the  novelties  of  the  Society  or  Sandwich 
illands,  feem  better  calculated  to  engage  the  attention  of  the 
fiudious  in  our  times,  than  the  antiquities,  which  exhibit  proofs 
of  Roman  magnificence. 

The  grounds  for  making  this  remark  cannot  be  better 
explained,  than  in  the  words  of  a very  ingenious  writer ; 
“ loan  age  (fays  Mr.  Warton*),  advanced  to  the  higheft 
“ degree  of  refinement,  that  fpecies  of  curiolity  com. 
“ mences,  which  is  bulled  in  contemplating  the  progrefs  of 
“ focial  life,  in  difplaying  the  gradation  of  focicty,  and  in 

* Preface  to  iris  Hiilory  of  i-n^Ufh  Poetry. 
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“ tracingthegradationsfrombarbarifmto  civility.  Thatthcfc 
“ fpeculations  Oiould  become  the  favourite  topics  of  fucli  a 
" period  is  extremely  natural.  We  look  back  on  the  favage 
“ condition  of  our  anceftors  with  the  triumph  of  fuperiority  ; 

and  are  plcafcd  to  mark  the  Heps  by  which  we  have  been 
“ raifed  from  rudenefs  to  elegance ; and  our  reflections  on 
“ this  fubjedt  are  accompanied  with  a conlcious  pridc> 
“ arifing,  in  a great  meafure,  from  a tacit  comparifon  of 
“ the  infinite  difproportion  between  the  feeble  efforts  of 
“ remote  ages,  and  our  prefent  improvements  in  know- 
•'  ledge.  In  the  mean  time,  the  manners,  monuments, 
“ cuftoms,  practices,  and  opinions  of  antiquity,  by  forming 
“ fo  ftrong  a.  contraft  with  thofe  of  <5ur  own  times,  and 
“ by  exhibiting  human  nature  and  human  inventions  in 
“ new  lights,  in  unexpefted  appearances,  and  in  various 
“ forms,  are  objedls  which  forcibly  ftrike  a feeling  imagi- 
“ nation.  Nor  docs  this  fpcdtaclc  afford  nothing  more  than 
“ a fruitlefs  gratification  to  the  fancy.  It  teaches  us  to  let 
“ a juft  eftimation  on  our  own  acquifitions,  and  encourages 
“ us  to  chcriflr  that  cultivation,  which  is  fo  clofely  connected 
“ with  the  cxiflence  and  the  exercife  of  every  focial  virtue.” 
We  need  not  here  obferve,  that  the  manners,  monuments,  cuftoms, 
practices,  ami  opinions  of  the  prefent  inhabitants  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  or  of  the  Weft  fide  of  North  America,  form  the 
Jir.ngeJl  contrajl  with  thofe  of  our  own  time  in  enlightened 
Europe  ; and  that  a feeling  imagination  will  probably  be  more 
flruck  with  the  narration  of  the  ceremonies  of  a Natche  at 
Tongataboo,  than  of  a Gothic  tournament  at  London  ; with 
the  contemplation  of  the  eoloffufes  of  Eafter  Ifland,  than  of 
the  myftcrious  remains  of  Stonehenge. 

Many  Angularities,  refpedting  what  may  be  called  the 
natural  hiftory  of  the  human  fpecies,  in  different  climates. 
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will,  on  the  authority  of  our  late  navigators,  open  abund- 
ant fources  for  philofophical  difeuffion.  One  queftion  of 
this  fort,  in  particular,  which  had  formerly  divided  the 
opinions  of  the  inquifitive,  as  to  the  exiftcncc,  if  not  of 
u giants  on  the  earth,”  at  lead  of  a race  (inhabiting  a di- 
ftridt  bordering  on  the  North  fide  of  the  ftrait  of  Magal- 
haens),  whofie  ftature  confiderably  exceeds  that  of  the  bulk 
of  mankind,  will  no  longer  be  doubted  or  diibelievcd.  And 
the  ingenious  objections  of  the  fceptical  author  of  Rcchcrcbes 
fur  Us  Americana  * **,  will  weigh  nothing  in  the  balance  again  ft 
the  concurrent  and  accurate  teftimony  of  Byron,  Wallis,  and 
Carteret. 

Perhaps  there  cannot  be  a more  intereffing  inquiry  than 
to  trace  the  migrations  of  the  various  families  or  tribes  that 
have  peopled  the  globe ; and  in  no  refpedt  have  our  late 
voyages  been  more  fertile  in  curious  difeoveries.  It  was 
known  in  general  (and  I lhall  ufe  the  words  of  Kampfer  f), 
that  the  Afiatic  nation  clallcd  Malayans,  “ in  former  times, 

“ had  by  much  the  greateft  trade  in  the  Indies,  and  fre- 
“ quented  with  their  merchant  fltips,  not  only  all  the  coafts 
“ of  Afia,  but  ventured  even  over  to  the  coafts  of  Africa, 

“ particularly  to  the  great  ifland  of  Madagafcar  The  title 

* Tom.  i.  p.  331* 

f Hiftory  of  Japan,  Vol.  i.  p*  93. 

t That  the  Malayans  have  not  only  frequented  Madagafcar,  but  hare  aifo  beeir 
the  progenitors  of  fome  of  the  prefent  race  of  inhabitants  there,  is  confirmed  to  us  • 

by  the  teftimony  of  Monficurde  Pages,  who  vifited  that  ifland  to  late  as  1774.  «*  Us 
M m’ont  paru  provenir  des  diverfes  Races  j leur  coulcur,  leurs  cbcveux,ct  leur  corps 
K l’indiquent.  Ccux  que  je  n’ai  pas  cru  originates  des  ancient  naturelsdu  pa)'?,  font 
“ petits  et  trapus ; ils  ont  les  chcveux  prefque  unis;  et  font  olivatrn  tomrrt  Us  Ma - 

**  Uyts,  avtc  ftti  ils  #«/,  gn  gentral,  une  tfptte  i<  reft  mb  la  net 

Vcyagts  its  M.  dc$  Page?,  T.  ii.  p.  90. 
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“ which  the  king  of  the  Malayans  a (Turned  to  himfclf,  of 
“ Lord  of  the  Winds  and  Seas  totbeEaft  and  to  the  IV eft,  is  an  evi- 
'«  dent  proof  of  this  ; but  much  more  the  Malayan  language, 
which  fpread  mod  all  over  the  had,  much  after  the  fame 
“ manner  as  formerly  the  Latin,  and  of  late  the  French,  did 
« all  over  Europe.”  Thus  far,  1 fay,  was  known.  But  that 
from  Madagafcar  to  the  Marquefcs  and  Eader  Ifland,  that 
is,  nearly  from  the  Ead  fide  of  Africa,  till  we  approach  to- 
ward the  Wed  fide  of  America,  a fpace  including  above 
half  the  circumference  of  the  globe,  the  fame  tribe  or  na- 
tion, the  Phoenicians,  as  we  may  call  them,  of  the  Oriental 
world,  ffiould  have  made  their  fcttlcments,  and  founded 
colonies  throughout  almod  every  intermediate  dage  of  this 
immenfe  tradl,  in  idands  at  amazing  didanccs  from  the 
mother  continent,  and  ignorant  of  each  others  exidence ; 
this  is  an  hidorical  fadl,  which  could  be  but  very  imper- 
fectly known  before  Captain  Cook’s  two  fird  voyages  difeo- 
vered  fo  many  new  inhabited  fpots  of  land  lurking  in  the 
bofom  of  the  South  Pacific  Ocean ; and  it  is  a fa<ft  which 
does  not  red  folely  on  fimilarity  of  cudotns  and  inditutions, 
but  has  been  edabhfhcd  by  the  mod  fatisfaftory  of  all 
proofs,  that  drawn  from  affinity  of  language.  Mr.  Marfden, 
who  feems  to  have  confidered  this  curious  fubjedt  with 
mttch  attention,  fays,  that  the  links  of  the  latitudinal  chain  re- 
main yet  to  be  traced  *.  The  difeovery  of  the  Sandwich  Idands 

in 

♦ Archieolog.  Vol.  vi.  p.  155.  Sec  alfo  his  Hiftory  of  Sumatra,  p.  166.  from 
which  the  following  pillage  is  transcribed.  “ Dcfidcs  the  Malayc,  there  are  a va- 
“ ricty  of  languages  fpoken  on  Sumatra,  which,  however,  have  not  only  a manifeft 
“ affinity  among  tbcmfelvcs,  but  alfo  to  that  general  language  which  is  found  to 
**  prevail  in,  and  to  be  indigenous  to,  all  the  i (lands  of  the  Eaftcrn  feas  ; from  JVla- 
“ dagafear  to  the  remote!!  of  Captain  Cook’s  difcoverics,  comprehending  a wider 
“ extent  than  t he  Roman  or  any  other  tongue  has  yeeboafted.  In  different  places, 
it  has  been  more  or  left  mixed  and  corrupted  j but  between  the  mud  diffimilar 

“ branches. 
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in  this  lad  voyage,  has  added  fome  links  to  the  chain. 

But  Captain  Cook  had  not  an  opportunity  of  carrying  his 
refcarches  into  the  more  Wcftcrly  parts  of  the  North  Pacific. 

The  Reader,  therefore,  of  the  following  work  will  not,  per- 
haps, think  that  the  Editor  was  idly  employed  when  he 
fubjoined  fome  notes,  which  contain  abundant  proof  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Ladrones,  or  Marianne  iflands,  and 
thofc  of  the  Carolines,  arc  to  be  traced  to  the  fame  com- 
mon fource,  with  thofe  of  the  iflands  vifited  by  our  fhips. 

With  the  like  view,  of  exhibiting  a ftriking  picture  of  the 
amazing  extent  of  this  Oriental  language,  which  marks,  if 
not  a common  original,  at  lead  an  intimate  intcrcourfe  be- 
tween the  inhabitants  of  places  fo  very  remote  from  each 
other,  he  has  inferred  a comparative  table  of  their  numerals, 
upon  a more  enlarged  plan  than  any  that  has  hitherto  been 
executed*. 

Our  Britifh  difeoverer?  have  not  only  thrown  a blaze  of 
light  on  the  migrations  of  the  tribe  which  has  fo  wonder- 
fully fpread  itfelf  throughout  the  iflands  in  the  Eaflcm 
Ocean  ; but  they  have  alfo  favoured  us  with  much  curious 
information  concerning  another  of  the  families  of  the  earth, 
whofe  lot  has  fallen  in  lefs  hofpitable  climates.  We  fpcak 
of  the  Efquimaux,  hitherto  only  found  feated  on  the  coafts 
of  Labradore  and  Hudfon's  Bay,  and  who  differ  in  feveral 


44  branches,  an  eminent  famcncfs  of  many  radical  vwords  is  apparent ; and  in  fome 
44  very  diftant  from  each  other,  in  point  of  fituation  : As,  for  inftancc,  the  Philip- 
44  pines  and  Mndagafcar,  the  deviation  of  the  words  is  fcarcely  more  than  is  obferved. 
44  in  the  dialects  of  neighbouring  provinces  of  the  fame  kingdom." 

• We  arc  indebted  to  Sir  Jofcph  Banks,  for  a general  out-line  of  this,  in  Hawker- 
worth’*  CoUc&ion,  Vol.  iii.  p.  777.  The  Reader  will  find  our  enlarged  Table  at 
the  end  of  die  third  volume.  Appendix,  No.  2. 

Vol.  I.  k charac- 
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charadteriftic  marks  from  the  inland  inhabitants  of  North 
America.  That  the  Greenlanders  and  they  agree  in  every 
circumftance  of  cuftoms,  and  manners,  and  language,  which 
are  demonftrations  of  an  original  identity  of  nation,  had 
been  difeovered  about  twenty  years  ago  *.  Mr.  Hearne,  in 
177a,  traced  this  unhappy  race  farther  back,  toward  that 
part  of  the  globe  from  whence  they  had  originally  coafled 
along  in  their  fkin  boats,  having  met  with  fomc  of  them  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Coppermine  River,  in  the  latitude  of  72’, 
and  near  five  hundred  leagues  farther  Weft  than  Pickerf- 
gill’s  mod  Wefterly  Ration  in  Davis’s  Strait.  Their  being 
the  fame  tribe  who  now  actually  inhabit  the  iflands  and 
coafts  on  the  Weft  fide  of  North  America,  oppofite  Kamt- 
fchatka,  was  a difeovery,  the  completion  of  which  was 
referved  for  Captain  Cook.  The  Reader  of  the  following 
work  will  find  them  at  Norton  Sound ; and  at  Oonalaflika, 
and  Prince  William’s  Sound  ; that  is,  near  jjoo  leagues 
diftant  from  their  Rations  in  Greenland,  and  on  the  Labra- 
dore  coaft.  And  left  fimilimde  of  manners  fhould  be 
thought  to  deceive  us,  a table  exhibiting  proofs  of  affinity 
of  language,  which  was  drawn  up  by  Captain  Cook, 
and  is  inferred  in  this  work  f,  will  remove  every  doubt 
from  the  mind  of  the  moft  fcrupulous  inquirer  after  truth. 

There  are  other  doubts  of  a more  important  kind,  which, 
it  may  be  hoped,  will  now  no  longer  perplex  the  ignorant, 

* See  Crantr.’s  Hiftory  of  Greenland,  Vo!,  i.  p.  762  j where  we  arc  told  that 
the  Moravian  Brethren,  who,  with  the  confcnt  and  furtherance  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer» 
then  Governor  of  Newfoundland,  vifited  the  Efyuimaux  on  the  Labradore  coaft, 
found  that  their  language,  and  that  of  the  Greenlanders,  do  not  differ  fo  much  as 
that  of  the  High  and  Low  Dutch. 

t Sec  Appendix,  No.  6.  The  Greenlanders,  as  Crantz  tells  us,  call  themfelvct 
KaraJit ; a word  not  very  unlike  Kanagift,  the  name,  tffumed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Kodiack,  one  of  the  Schumagin  iflands,  as  Sti’hlin  informs  us. 

or 
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or  furnifh  matter  of  cavil  to  the  ill-intentioned.  After  the 
great  difcovery,  or  at  lead  the  full  confirmation  of  the 
great  difcovery,  of  the  vicinity  of  the  two  continents  of  AGa 
and  America,  we  trull  that  we  fhall  not  be  any  more  ridi- 
culed, for  believing  that  the  former  could  eafily  furnilh  its 
inhabitants  to  the  latter.  And  thus,  to  all  the  various  good 
purpofes  already  enumerated,  as  anfwcred  by  our  late  - 
voyages,  we  may  add  this  lad,  though  not  the  lead  im-  ' 
portant,  that  they  have  done  fervice  to  religion,  by  robbing 
infidelity  of  a favourite  objetflion  to  the  credibility  of  the 
Mofaic  account  of  the  peopling  of  the  earth  *. 

6.  Hitherto  we  have  confidered  our  voyages  as  having  be- 
nefited the  difeoverers.  But  it  will  be  afkcd,  Have  they  con- 
veyed, or  arc  they  likely  ever  to  convey,  any  benefit  to  the 
difeovered?  It  would  afford  exquifite  fatisfadlion  to  every 
benevolent  mind,  to  be  indrutded  in  fa<ds,  which  might 
enable  us,  without  hefitation,  to  anfwer  this  quedion  in  the 
affirmative.  And  yet,  perhaps,  we  may  indulge  the  pleaf- 
ing  hope,  that,  even  in  this  refpetd,  our  fhips  have  not 
failed  in  vain.  Other  difeoveries  of  new  countries  have, 
in  efTetd,  been  wars,  or  rather  maflacres  i nations  have  been 
no  fooner  found  out,  than  they  have  been  extirpated ; and 
the  horrid  cruelties  of  the  conquerors  of  Mexico  and  Peru 

* A contempt  of  Revelation  is  generally  the  refult  of  ignorance,  conceited  of 
its  polieliing  fuperior  knowledge.  Obferve  how  the  Author  of  Rttittrthtt  Pbi'tfs- 
f/ifues far  Us  Amtricaim,  exprelfcs  himfclf  on  this  very  point.  “ Cette  diltancc  eti; 

“ Mr.  Antermony  veut  trouver  ft  peu  importante,  eft  a-peu-ptes  <U  huit  tint  littta 
“ GauUifts  au  trovers  tTnn  matt  ftriUnx,  ct  impoffible  a franchir  avec  del  canots 
“ auffi  chctifs  et  autfi  fragilcs  que  le  font,  au  rapport  d’Yfbrand  Ides,  les  chaloupc, 

“ des  Tungufes,"  & c.  &c.  T.  i.  p.  156.  Had  this  writer  known  that  the  two 
continents  are  not  above  tkirutn  leagues  (inftcad  of  tight  hundred)  diftant  front  caul 
other,  and  that,  even  in  that  narrow  fpacc  of  fea,  there  arc  intervening  illands,  he 
Would  not  have  ventured  to  urge  this  argument  in  oppofition  to  Mr.  Bell's  notion  of 
the  quarter  from  which  North  America  received  its  original  inhabitants. 
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can  never  be  remembered,  without  blufhing  for  religion 
and  human  nature.  But  when  the  recedes  of  the  globe 
are  inveftigated,  not  to  enlarge  private  dominion,  but  to  pro- 
mote general  knowledge  ; when  we  vifit  new  tribes  of  our 
fellow-creatures  as  friends ; and  wilhonly  taleam  that  they 
exift,  in  order  to  bring  them  within  the  pale  of  the  offices 
of  humanity,  and  to  relieve  the  wants  of  their  imperfeft 
Rate  of  fociety,  by  communicating  to  them  our  fuperior 
attainments ; voyages  of  difeovery  planned  with  fuch  be- 
nevolent views  by  George  the  Third,  and  executed  by  Cook, 
have  not,  we  truft,  totally  failed  in  this  refpedl.  Our  repeated 
vifits,  and  long  continued  intercourfe  with  the  natives  of  the 
Friendly,  Society,  and  Sandwich  Iflands,  cannot  but  have 
darted  fome  rays  of  light  on  the  infant  minds  of  thofe  poor 
people.  The  uncommon  objects  they  have  thus  had  oppor- 
tunities of  obferving  and  admiring,  will  naturally  tend  to 
enlarge  their  flock  of  ideas,  and  to  furnifh  new  materials 
for  the  exercife  of  their  reafon.  Comparing  themfelvcs 
with  their  vifiters,  they  cannot  but  be  flruck  with  the  deepeft 
conviction  of  their  own  inferiority,  and  be  impelled,  by 
the  ftrongeft  motives,  to  ftrive  to  emerge  from  it,  and 
to  rife  nearer  to  a level  with  thofe  children  of  the  Sun  who 
deigned  to  look  upon  them,  and  left  behind  fo  many  fpeci- 
mens  of  their  generous  and  humane  attention.  The  very 
introduction  of  our  ufcful  animals  and  vegetables,  by  add- 
ing frefli  means  of  fubfiftence,  will  have  added  to  their  com- 
forts of  life,  and  immediate  enjoyments ; and  if  this  be  the 
only  benefit  they  are  ever  to  receive,  who  will  pronounce 
that  much  ha3  not  been  gained  r But  may  we  not  carry  our 
willies  and  our  hopes  ftill  farther  ? Great  Britain  itfelf, 
when  firft  vifited  by  the  Phoenicians,  was  inhabited. by 
painted  Savages,  not,  perhaps,  blcflcd  with  higher  attain- 
ments 
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ments  than  are  poflefled  by  the  prefent  natives  of  New  Zea- 
land ; certainly  lefs  civilized  than  thofe  of  Tongataboo  or 
Otaheitc.  Our  having  opened  an  intercourfe  with  them,  is 
the  firft  ftep  toward  their  improvement.  Who  knows,  but 
that  our  late  voyages  may  be  the  means  appointed  by  Pro- 
vidence, of  fpreading,  in  due  time,  the  bleflings  of  civi- 
lization, amongll  the  numerous  tribes  of  the  South  Pacific 
Ocean ; of  abolifliing  their  horrid  repafts  and  their  horrid 
rites ; and  of  laying  the  foundation  for  future  and  more 
clTeftual  plans,  to  prepare  them  for  holding  an  honourable 
Ration  amongll  the  nations  of  the  earth  1 This,  at  lead,  is  cer- 
tain, that  our  having,  as  it  were,  brought  them  into  exiftence 
by  our  extenfive  refcarches,  will  fugged  to  us  frcfli  motives 
of  devout  gratitude  to  the  Supreme  Being,  for  having  blcfled 
us  with  advantages  hitherto  withheld  from  fo  great  a pro- 
portion of  the  human  race ; and  will  operate  powerfully  to 
incite  us  to  perfevere  in  every  feafible  attempt,  to  be  his 
indruments  in  refeuing  millions  of  fellow-creatures  from 
their  prefent  date  of  humiliation. 

The  feveral  topics,  which  occurred,  as  fuitable  to  this  ge- 
neral Introdu&ion,  being  now  difeufled,  nothing  remains 
but  to  date  a few  particulars,  about  which  the  reader  of 
thefe  volumes  has  a right  to  cxpeift  fomc  information. 

Captain  Cook,  knowing,  before  he'  failed  upon  this  lad 
expedition,  that  it  was  expected  from  him  to  relate,  as  well 
as  to  execute,  its  operations,  had  taken  care  to  prepare  fucli 
a journal  as  might  be  made  ufe  of  for  publication.  This 
journal,  which  exids  in  his  own  hand-writing,  has  been 
faithfully  adhered  to.  It  is  not  a bare  cxtrafl  from  his  log- 
books, but  contains  many  remarks  which,  it  appears,  had 
not  been  inferted  by  him  in  the  nautical  regillcr ; and  it  is 
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alfo  enriched  with  confiderable  communications  from  Mr. 
Anderfon,  burgeon  of  the  Refolution.  The  confefled  abi- 
lities, and  great  afliduity,  of  Mr.  Anderfon,  in  obfcrving 
every  tiling  that  related  either  to  natural  hiRory,  or  to  man- 
ners and  language  ; and  the  delire  which,  it  is  well  known. 
Captain  Cook,  on  all  occalions,  Ihewed  to  have  the  afliRance 
of  that  gentleman.  Ramped  a great  value  on  his  collections. 
That  nothing,  therefore,  might  be  wanting  to  convey  to 
the  Public  the  beR  pofliblc  account  of  the  tranfaCtions  of 
the  Voyage,  his  journal,  by  the  order  of  Lord  Sandwich, 
was  alfo  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Editor,  who  was  autho- 
rized and  directed  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  information  it 
might  be  found  to  contain,  about  matters  imperfectly  touch- 
ed, or  altogether  omitted,  in  Captain  Cook’s  manufeript. 
This  talk  has  been  executed  in  fuch  a manner,  that  the 
reader  will  lcarcely  ever  be  at  a lofs  to  diRinguilh  in  what 
inflanccs  rccourfe  has  been  had  to  Mr.  Anderfon.  To  pre- 
clude, if  poflible,  any  miRake,  the  copy  of  the  firfl  and 
fccond  volumes,  before  it  went  to  the  printer,  was  fub- 
mitted  to  Captain  King ; and  after  it  had  been  read  over 
and  corrected  by  one  fo  well  qualiCeJ  to  point  out  any  inac- 
curacies, the  Earl  of  Sandwich  had  the  goodnefs  to  give  it 
a perufal.  As  to  the  third  volume,  nothing  more  need  be 
faid,  than  that  it  was  completely  prepared  for  the  prefs  by 
Captain  King  himfelf.  All  that  the  Editor  of  the  work  has 
to  anfwcr  for,  are  the  rotes  occaftonally  introduced  in  the 
courfe  of  the  two  volumes,  contributed  by  Captain  Cook  j 
and  this  introduction,  which  was  intended  as  a kind  of 
epilogue  to  our  Voyages  of  difeovery.  He  mtiR  be  per- 
mitted, however,  to  fay,  that  he  conftders  himfelf  as  in- 
titled  to  no  inconfiderable  (hare  of  candid  indulgence  from 
the  Public ; having  engaged  in  a very  tedious  and  trouble- 
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fome  undertaking  upon  the  moil  difintcrcJlcJ  motives;  his 
only  reward  being  the  fatisfadlion  he  feels,  in  having  been 
able  to  do  an  eOential  fervice  to  the  family  of  our  great 
navigator,  who  had  honoured  him,  in  the  journal  of  this 
voyage,  with  the  appellation  of  Friend. 

They  who  have  repeatedly  alkcd  why  this  publication  has 
been  fo  long  delayed,  need  only  look  at  the  volumes,  and 
their  attendant  illuftrations  and  ornaments,  to  be  fatisfied 
that  it  might,  with  at  leaft  equal  reafon,  be  wondered  at, 
that  it  has  not  been  delayed  longer.  The  Journal  of  Captain 
Cook,  from  the  firft  moment  that  it  came  into  the  hands  of 
the  Editor,  had  been  ready  for  the  Prefs  ; and  Captain  King 
had  left  with  him  his  part  of  the  narrative,  fo  long  ago  as 
his  departure  for  the  Weft  Indies,  when  he  commanded  the 
Rcliftance  man  of  war.  But  much,  befides,  remained  to  be 
done.  The  charts,  particularly  the  general  one,  were  to  be 
prepared  by  Mr.  Roberts,  who  gives  an  account  of  his  work 
in  the  note  • ; the  very  numerous  and  elegant  drawings  of 

Mr. 

• Soon  after  our  departure  from  England,  I was  inftrufted  by  Captain  Cook  to 
complete  a map  of  the  world  as  a general  chart,  from  the  bed  materials  he  was  in 
poficfEon  of  for  that  purpofe  ; and  before  his  death  this  buCncfs  was  in  a great  mea- 
fure  accomplifltcd  : That  is,  the  grand  outline  of  the  whole  was  arranged,  leaving 
only  thofe  parts  vacant  or  unfinifliad,  which  he  cxpefled  to  fall  in  with  and  explore. 
But  on  our  return  home,  when  the  fruits  of  our  voyage  were  ordered  by  the  Lords 
Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  be  publilhed,  the  care  of  the  general  chart  being 
conligned  to  me,  I was  directed  to  prepare  it  from  the  lateft  and  heft  authorities  j and 
alfo  to  introduce  Captain  Cook’s  three  fucccffive  tracks,  that  all  his  difcoverics,  and 
the  different  routes  he  had  taken  might  appear  together  j by  this  means  to  give  a 
general  idea  of  the  whole.  This  talk  having  been  performed  by  me,  it  is  neceffary, 
for  the  information  of  the  Reader,  to  Rate  the  heads  of  the  fcveral  authorities  which 
I have  followed  in  fuch  parts  of  the  chart  as  differ  from  what  was  drawn  up  im. 
mediately  under  the  infpeaion  of  Captain  Cook : And  when  the  Public  are  made 
acquainted,  that  many  materials,  neceffary  to  complete  and  elucidate  the  work,  were 
not,  at  the  time,  on  board  the  Rcfolution,  or  in  his  pofieffion,  the  reafon  will  ap- 
pear 
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Mr.  Webber  were  to  be  reduced  by  him  to  the  proper  fizc  j 
artifls  were  next  to  be  found  out  who  would  undertake  to 

engrave 

pear  very  obvious,  why  thefe  alterations  and  additions  were  introduced  contrary  to 
the  original  drawing. 

Firft  then,  I have  followed  dofely  the  very  excellent  and  corrcft  charts  of  the 
Northern  Atlantic  Ocean,  publifhed  by  Meflis.  dc  Verdun  dc  la  Crenne,  de  Boid.i, 
ct  Pringre  in  1775  and  1776 ; which  comprifc  the  coaft  of  Norway  from  the  Sud 
Hock,  in  the  latitude  of  62  degrees  North,  to  Trellcburg,  Denmark,  the  coaft  of 
Holland,  North  coaft  of  Great  Britain,  Orkneys,  Shetland,  Ferro  Ifles,  Iceland, 
coafls  of  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  to  Cape  St.  Maria  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  j 
including  the  Azores,  Canaries,  Cape  de  Verd,  Antilles,  and  Weft  India  iflands 
from  Barbadoes  to  the  Eaft  end  of  Cuba  ; the  North  part  of  Newfoundland  and  the 
Labradorc  coaft,  as  far  as  the  latitude  of  57®  degrees  North. 

Ireland,  and  part  of  the  coaft  of  Scotland,  is  laid  down  from  Mr.  Mackenzie's  late 
furveysj  and  the  fouth  coaft  of  England  from  a chart  publifhed  by  Mr.  Faden  in 
■1780,  taken  from  Mr.  l’Abbe  Dicquemare. 

The  North  part  of  the  coaft  of  Labrador?,  from  the  latitude  of  57.®  North,  to 
Button's  Iflands  in  the  entrance  of  Hudfon's  Strait,  is  taken  from  Monficur  Bellin'* 
chart,  as  is  alfo  the  North  coaft  of  Norway  and  Lapland,  including  the  White  Sea, 
Gulf  of  Bothnia,  Baltic  Sea,  and  the  Eaft  coaft  of  Greenland. 

The  Gulf  of  Finland,  from  a large  (MS)  chart,  now. engraving  for  theufe  of  fomc 
private  merchants. 

The  Weft  India  iflands,  from  the  Eaft  end  of  Cuba  to  the  Weft  end,  including 
Jamaica  and  the  Bahama  iflands,  arc  from  a chart  publifhed  in  London  by  Sayer  and 
Bennett,  in  1779. 

The  South  fide  of  Cuba  from  Point  Gorda  to  Cape  de  Cruz,  is  laid  down  from 
Monficur  Beilin,  in  1762. 

The  coafts  of  Newfoundland,  and  the  Gulf  of  St,  Laurence,  from  the  furveys 
made  by  Captain  Cook,  and  Meflirs.  Gilbert  and  Lane. 

Nova  Scotia,  Cape  Breton,  Ifland  of  St.  John,  River  Sc.  Laurence,  CanaJa,  and 
New  England  to  the  River  Delaware,  from  J.  F.  W.  dcs  Barres,  Efq;  in  177 7 
and  1778  ; and  charts  publifhed  in  France  by  order  of  the  King,  in  1780,  intituled, 
Neptune  Amcrico-Scptrcntrional,  &c.  And  from  thefe  charts  alfo  arc  taken  the 
coafts  of  Pcnfylvania,  New  Jerfey,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  and  South  Caro- 
lina,  Georgia,  Eaft  and  Weft  Florida,  as  well  as  the  interior  parts  of  the  country  to 
the  Eaft  fide  of  Lake  Ontario. 

The  other  parts  of  this  lake,  as  likewife  Lakes  Eria,  Huron?,  Michigan,  and 
Superior,  were  copied  from  Mr.  Green’s  maps  of  America  : The  Northern  part  of 
this  !aft  mentioned  lake  is  fixed  from  the  aftronomical  obfuvations  made  by  order  of 
fhc  Hudfon’s  Bay  Company,  at  Miihippicotton  Houfe. 
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engrave  them  ; the  prior  engagements  of  thofc  artiils  were 
to  be  fulfilled  before  they  could  begin ; the  labour  and  fkili 

to 

The  whole  of  Hudfon’s  Bay  I took  from  a chart,  compiled  by  Mr.  Mariey,  from 
all  the  moft  authentic  maps  he  could  procure  of  thofc  parts  with  which  I was  favoured 
by  Samuel  Wegg,  Efq;  F.  R.  S.  and  Governor  of  that  Company,  who  alfo  po- 
litely furnilhcd  me  with  Mr.  Hearne's  Journals,  and  the  map  of  his  route  to  the 
Coppermine  River,  which  is  faithfully  inferted  on  the  chart,  together  with  the  fur- 
vey  of  Chcftcrfield  Inlet  made  by  Captain  Chriftopher  and  Mr.  Moles  Norton,  in 
1762  ; and  the  difcoverics  from  York  Fort  to  Cumberland,  and  Hudfon  Houfes 
(this  lad  is  the  moft  Wcftern  fcttlemcnt  belonging  to  the  Company),  extending  to 
Lake  YVioipeg,  from  the  grafts  of  Mr.  Philip  Turnor,  made  in  1778  and  1779,  cor- 
rected by  aftronomical  obfervadons.  And  from  this  lake,  the  difpofttion  of  the  other 
lakes  to  the  Southward  of  it,  and  which  communicate  with  it,  is  formed,  and  laid 
down  from  a map  conftruttcd  by  Mr.  Spurrcl,  in  the  Company's  fcrvice.  The 
Albany  and  Moofe  rivers  to  Gioucefter  Houfe,  and  to  Lake  Abbitibbe  and  Superior, 
are  alfo  drawn  from  a map  of  Mr.  Tumor's,  adjufted  by  obfervadons  for  the  lon- 
gitudes. 

The  Weft  coaft  of  Greenland,  as  chiefly  laid  down  from  the  obiervations  made  by 
Lieut.  R.  PickerfgiU  in  the  Lion  brig  in  1776,  which  determine  the  line  of  the 
coaft  only,  as  the  immenfe  quantities  of  ice  choak  up  every  bay  and  inlet  on  this 
coaft,  which  formerly  were,  in  the  fummer  feafon,  quite  free  and  open. 

From  the  mouth  of  the  Miflifippi  River,  including  its  fourcc,  and  the  other  rivers 
branching  from  it  j all  the  coaft  of  New  Leon  to  Cape  Rozo,  and  the  Wcftern  coaft 
of  America,  from  Cape  Corrienties  to  the  Great  Bay  of  Tecoantepec,  is  taken  from 
Monftcur  D' Anvil  1c. 

The  Gulf  of  California  I have  laid  down  from  a German  publication  in  1773, 
put  into  my  hands  by  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Bart.  P.  R.  S.  j and  the  Weft  cm  fide  of  it 
is  brought  together  from  a Spanifti  MS.  chart  with  which  A.  Dalrymplc,  Efq  j F.  R.  S. 
obliged  me. 

The  coaft  of  Brazil  from  Sera  to  Cape  Frio,  is  copied  from  a fraall  chart  of  that 
part  by  Mr.  Dalrymplc. 

For  the  Southern  part  of  Africa,  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  Point  Natal,  I 
have  taken  the  authority'  of  the  chart  of  Major  J.  Rennels,  F.  R.  S.  (hewing  the  ex- 
tent of  the  bank  of  Lagullus.  ' 

For  the  exiftence  of  the  fmall  iflands,  (hoals,  and  banks  to  the  Eaftward  of  Ma- 
dagafear,  together  with  the  Archipelago  of  the  Maidive  and  Laccidive  Iflands  for 
the  coafts  of  Mallacca,  part  of  Cambodia,  and  the  Ifland  Sumatra,  I have  ufed  the 
latcft  authority  of  Monftcur  D’Aprcs  dc  Mannevillcttc's  publications  in  the 
Neptune  Oriental. 

The  coafts  of  Guzerat,  Malabar,  Coromandel,  and  the  oppoGte  ftiore,  contain- 
ing the  Great  Bay  of  Bengal,  and  the  Ifland  of  Ceylon,  and  exhibiting  the  Heads  of 
Vol.  I.  ) the 


Digitized  by  Google 


Isxxii 


introduction. 


to  be  exerted  in  finifliing  many  of  them,  rendered  this  a 
tedious  operation  ; paper  iit  for  printing  them  upon  was  to 
be  procured  from  abroad  ; and  after  all  thefe  various  and 
unavoidable  difficulties  were  furmounted,  much  time  was 
neccflarily  required  for  executing  a numerous  impreffion  of 
the  long  lift  of  plates,  with  fo  much  care  as  might  do  juftice 
both  to  Mr.  Webber,  and  to  his  feveral  engravers.  When 
all  thefe  circumftances  are  taken  into  confideration,  we  truft 
that  we  ffiall  hear  no  more  of  the  delay  ; and  only  be  grate- 

thc  Ganges,  and  Barampootcr  or  Sanpoo  Rivers,  are  infested  from  the  work  of  the 
ingenious  Author  of  the  map  of  Hindoofian,  publithed  in  1782. 

The  China  Tea  it  laid  down  from  the  chart  publithed  by  Mr.  Dalrymplc  ; but  the 
longitudes  of  Pula  Sapata,  Pulo  Condore,  Pulo  Timoan,  Straits  of  Banca  and 
Sunda,  and  the  parts  we  faw  are  as  fettled  by  us,  together  with  the  Eaft  coaft  of 
Niphon,  the  principal  of  the  Japenefe  Iflands. 

The  Jefo  and  Kurile  iflands,  the  Eaft  coaft  of  Afia  and  Kamtfchatka,  as  well  as 
the  fea  of  Olcotlk,  and  the  iflands  lying  between  Kamtfchatka  and  America  that  were 
not  feen  in  the  voyage,  are  taken  from  a Ruffian  MS.  chart,  got  by  us  at  the  lfland 
of  Oonalathka. 

The  Northern  countries  from  Cape  Kanin,  near  the  White  Sea,  as  far  Eaft  at 
the  River  Lena,  I have  given  from  the  Great  Ruffian  Map,  publiffied  at  Pcterlburg 
in  1776,  including  the  Euxine,  Cafpian,  and  Aral  Seas,  as  alfo  the  principal  lakes 
to  the  Eaftward  j the  intent  of  which  is  to  (hew  the  fouree  of  the  large  rivers  that 
empty  thcmfclvcs  into  the  different  oceans  and  fcas. 

Every  other  port  of  the  chart  not  mentioned  in  this  account,  is  as  originally  placed 
by  Captain  Cook. 

The  whole  has  been  corrciftcd  from  the  lateft  aftronomical  obfervations,  fclc&ed 
from  the  Tables  compiled  by  Mr.  William  Wales,  F.  R.  S.  and  mathemaucal  mailer 
of  Chrift’s  Hofpital,  for  the  Nautical  Almanacs : From  thofc  in  the  Mariner’s  Guide 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mafkelyne,  F.  R.  S.  and  Aftronomcr  Royal,  publilh-d  in  1703  5 
From  the  ConnoifTaucc  dcs  Temps  for  1780  and  17815  From  Profcflbr  Mayer’s 
Geographical  Table;  From  the  Voyages  of  Meflrs.  d'Eveux  de  Fleurieu,  Verdun, 
de  Borda,  and  Chabct,  flic. ; From  the  Table  lately  publiffied  by  Mr.  Dalrymple 
for  the  ufc  of  the  Eaft  India  fhips  5 From  tbe  Phitofophical  Tranfaflions  of  the  Royal 
Society;  and  from  the  Obfervations  of  our  late  Navigators. 

HEN'.  ROBERTS. 

Suotsuaia,  Sumx,  May  18,  1784. 
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ful  to  that  munificent  Patron  of  Science,  who  not  only  di- 
rected the  hiftory  of  the  voyage  to  be  publifhcd ; but  to  be 
publilhed  with  fuch  a fplendid  train  of  ornaments,  at  the 
public  expence,  as  will  ftill  add  to  the  merit  of  having  or- 
dered the  voyage  itfelf  to  be  undertaken.  ' 1 < ■ 

And  here  it  feeras  to  be  incumbent  upon  us  to  add,  as 
another  inftancc  of  munificent  attention,  that  care  has  been 
taken  to  mark,  in  the  moll  fignificant  manner,  the  juft  fenfe 
entertained  of  the  humane  and  liberal  relief  afforded  to  our 
Ihips  in  Kamtfchatka.  Colonel  Behm,  the  commandant  of 
that  province,  has  not  been  rewarded  merely  by  the  pleafure 
which  a benevolent  mind  feels  in  reflecting  upon  the  bleff- 
ings  it  confers ; but  has  been  thanked  in  a manner  equally 
confiftent  with  the  dignity  of  his  own  fovereign  and  of  ours, 
to  whofe  fubjeCts  he  extended  protection.  A magnificent 
piece  of  plate  was  prefented  to  him,  with  an  inscription, 
worthy  of  a place  in  the  fame  book  where  the  hiftory  of  his 
humanity  to  our  countrymen  is  recorded,  and  which,  while 
it  does  honour  to  our  national  gratitude,  deferves  alfo  to  be 
preferved  as  a monument  of  our  national  tafte  for  elegant 
compofition.  It  is  as  follows: 

Viroecregio  magno  ps  Behm;  qui,  Imperatricis  Auguftiffime 
Catherine  au/pictis,  fummaque  animi  benignitate, fiva,  quibus  pnterat, 
Kamtfchatke  lit  torn,  navibus  vnuti/que  Britamicis , ho/pita  prebuit ; 
tofquc,  in  terminis,  ft  qni  effent  Imptrio  Rujfico,  frttjlra  cxplorandit , 
mala  multa  perpejfot , iteratd  viee  excepit,  f (fecit,  recreavit,  et  comnteaiu 
omni  cumulate  auflos  dimiftt ; Rei  navalis  Britannic.*.  Ser- 
temviri  in  aliquam  bcncvolentie  tarn  infgnit  mtmoriam,  amicijftm) , 
gratijjimoque  ammo,  fuo,  patrieque  nomine,  D.  D.  D. 
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This  public  tcdimony  of  gratitude,  reminds  the  Editor, 
that  there  arc  fimilar  calls  upon  himfelf.  He  owes  much  to  . 
Captain  King  for  his  advice  and  direction,  in  a variety  of 
indanccs,  where  Captain  Cook’s  Journal  required  explana- 
tion ; for  filling  up  feveral  blanks  with  the  proper  longitude 
and  latitude } and  for  fupplying  deficiencies  in  the  tables  of 
adronomical  obfervations. 

Lieutenant  Roberts  was  alfo  frequently  confulted,  and  was 
always  found  to  be  a ready  and  effectual  a Aidant,  when  any 
nautical  difficulties  were  to  be  cleared  up. 

But  particular  obligations  are  due  to  Mr.  Wales,  who,  be- 
fides  the  valuable  communications  which  have  been  adopted 
in  this  Introduction,  feconded  mod  liberally  the  Editor’s 
views  of  ferving  Mrs.  Cook,  by  cheerfully  taking  upon  him- 
felf the  whole  trouble  of  digeding,  from  the  log  books,  the 
tables  of  the  route  of  the  fhips,  which  add  fo  greatly  to  the 
intrinfic  merit  of  this  publication. 

Mr.  Wegg,  befidcs  fharing  in  the  thanks  fo  judly  due  to 
the  committee  of  the  Hudfon’s  Bay  Company,  for  their 
unreferved  communications,  was  particularly  obliging  to 
the  Editor,  by  giving  him  repeated  opportunities  of  con- 
verfing  with  Governor  Hcarnc,  and  Captain  Chridopher. 

The  Honourable  Mr.  Daines  Barrington  had  the  goodnefs 
to  intered  himfelf,  with  his  ufual  zeal  for  every  work  of 
public  utility,  in  procuring  fome  neccflary  information, 
and  iuggeding  fome  valuable  hints  which  were  adopted. 

It  would  be  great  injudice  not  to  exprefs  our  acknow- 
ledgments to  Mr.  Pennant,  who,  belides  enriching  the  third 
volume  with  references  to  his  Aritic  Zoology,  the  publication 
of  which  will  be  an  important  accclfion  to  Natural  Hidory, 
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alfo  communicated  fome  very  authentic  and  fatisfa&ory 
jnanufeript  accounts  of  the  Ruffian  difeoveries. 

The  vocabularies  of  the  Friendly  andSandwichlflands,  and 
of  the  natives  of  Nootka,  had  been  furnifhed  to  Captain 
Cook,  by  his  mod  ufeful  aftbeiate  in  the  voyage,  Mr.  An- 
derfon  ; and  a fourth,  in  which  the  language  of  the  Efqyi- 
maux  is  compared  with  that  of  the  Americans  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide  of  the  continent,  had  been  prepared  by  the  Cap- 
tain himl’elf.  But  the  comparative  Table  of  Numerals,  which 
is  marked  No.  2.  in  the  Appendix,  was  very  obligingly 
drawn  up,  at  the  requeft  of  the  Editor,  by  Mr.  Bryant,  who, 
in  his  fludy,  has  followed  Captain  Cook,  and,  indeed,  every 
traveller  and  hiftorian,  of  every  age,  into  every  part  of  the 
globe.  The  Public  will  confider  this  Table  as  a very  flriking 
illuflration  of  the  wonderful  migrations  of  a nation,  about 
whom  fo  much  additional  information  has  been  gained  by 
our  voyages,  and  be  ready  to  acknowledge  it  as  a very  ufe- 
ful communication. 

One  more  communication  remains  to  be  not  only  ac- 
knowledged, but  to  be  infened  at  the  clofe  of  this  Intro- 
duction. The  teflimonies  of  learned  contemporaries,  in  com- 
mendation of  a deceafed  Author,  are  frequently  difplayed 
in  the  front  of  his  book.  It  is  with  the  great  eft  propriety, 
therefore,  that  we  prefix  to  this  pofthumous  work  of  Cap- 
tain C 'ok  the  tcjVmony  of  one  of  his  own  profeffion,  not 
more  diftinguifhed  by  the  elevation  of  rank,  than  by  the 
dignity  of  private  virtues.  As  he  wifhes  to  remain  con- 
cealed, perhaps  this  nllufion.  for  which  we  intreat  his  in- 
dulgence, may  have  given  too  exaCt  direction  to  the  eyes  of 
the  Public  * /here  to  lock  for  luch  a ch.tradter.  Let  us,  how- 
ever, reu  tisfied  with  the  intrinsic  merit  of  a compolhion, 
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conveyed  under  the  injunction  of  fecrccy;  and  conclude 
our  long  preliminary  diflertation  with  exprelfing  a with,  or 
rather  a well-grounded  hope,  that  this  volume  may  not  be 
,the  only.plaee  where  pofterity.can  meet  with  a monumental 
inferi prion,  commemorative  of  a man,  in  recounting  and 
applauding  whofe  ferviccs,  the  whole  of  enlightened  Europe 

will  equally  concur  with  Great  Britain. 
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Captain  JAMES  COOK, 

■>'  ' ‘ - *•»>* 

The  ableft  and  mod  renowned  Navigator  this 
or  any  country  hath  produced. 


raifed  bimfclf,  folely  by  bis  merit,  from  a very  obfeure  birth , to 
the  rank  of  Po/i  Captain  in  the  royal  navy,  and  was,  unfortunately , 
killed  by  the  Savages  of  the  if  and  Uwbybee,  on  the  14 lb  of  February 
1779;  which  if  and  be  bad,  not  long  before,  difeovered,  when  profc- 
asting his  third  voyage  round  .be globe. 

He  pojjejfcd,  in  an  eminent  degree,  all  the  qualifications  requifte  for 
bis  profejfon  and  gr'at  undertakings ; together  with  tbe  amiable  and- 
worthy  qualities  of  toe  Iff  nun. 


Cool  and  deliberate  fging  : figacious  in  determining:  aflive  in- 
executing : feady  and  pc.  'vering  in  cntcrprifmg  from  vigilance  and 
unremitting  caution  : unf  ' diced  by  labour,  difficulties,  and  dfippoint- 
ntents : fertile  in  expedients : never  wanting  prefence  of  mind:  always 
pojfefing  bimfclf,  and  tbe  full  ufc  of  a found  underfunding. 

Mild,  jufl,  but  exafl  in  difeipline : be  was  a father  to  bir 
people,  who  were  attached  to  him  from  affcClion,  and  obedient  from 
confidence. 

His  knowledge,  bis  experience,  bis  fagacity,  rendered  bim  fo  intirely 
maficr  of  bis  fibjeB,  that  tbe  greatef  obfacles  were  furmounted,  and 
the  mof  dangerous  navigations  became  eafy,  and  almafi  fife,  under  bis 
direction. 
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lie  explored  the  Southern  hemifpberc  to  a much  higher  latitude  than 
had  ever  been  reached , and  with  fewer  accidents  than  frequently  befal 
th'fe  who  navigate  the  coajls  of  this  if  and. 

By  his  benevolent  and  unabating  attention  to  the  welfare  of  hit 
J hip's  company , he  difeovered  and  introduced  a fyfem  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  health  of  feamen  in  long  voyages , which  has  proved  wonder- 
fully efficacious : for  in  his  feeond  voyage  round  the  world , which  con- 
tinued upwards  of  three  years,  be  If  only  one  man  by  dfemper,  of  one 
hundred  and  eighteen,  of  which  his  company  conffed. 

The  death  of  this  eminent  and  valuable  man  was  a lofs  to  mankind  in 
general ; and  particularly  to  be  deplored  by  every  nation  that  r effects 
ufeful  accomplijhmcnts,  that  honours  fcience,  and  loves  the  benevolent 
and  amiable  affections  of  the  heart.  It  is  fill  more  to  be  deplored  by  this 
country,  which  may  jufly  boaf  of  having  produced  a man  hitherto 
unequalled  for  nautical  talents  ; and  that  forrow  is  farther  aggra- 
vated by  the  refection , that  bis  country  was  deprived  of  this  ornament 
by  the  enmity  of  a people,  from  whom,  indeed,  it  might  have  been  dread- 
ed, but  from  whom  it  was  not  deferved.  For,  actuated  always  by  the 
mof  attentive  care  and  tender  companion  for  the  faveges  in  general,  this 
excellent  man  was  ever  affiduoufy  endeavouring,  by  bind  treatment 
to  diffpate  their  fears,  and  court  their  friendjhip ; overlooking  their 
thefs  and  treacheries,  and  frequently  interpofng , at  the  hazard  of  bis 
life,  to  prated  them  from  the  fudden  refentment  of  his  own  injured 
people. 

The  object  of  bis  laf  miff  on  was  to  difeover  and  afeerlain  the  bounda- 
ries of  Afia  and  America,  and  to  penetrate  into  the  Northern  Ocean  by 
the  North  Eaf  Cape  of  Afta. 

Traveller ! contemplate,  admire,  revere,  and  emulate  this  great 
mafer  in  his  profeffion ; wbofe  f ill  and  labours  have  enlarged  natural 
philofopby ; have  extended  nautical  fcience ; and  have  difclofcd  the  long 
concealed  and  admirable  arrangements  of  the  Almighty  in  the  formation 
3 ' ff 
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of  this  globe,  and , at  the  fame  time , the  arrogance  of  mortals , in  pre- 
fiiming  to  account , by  their  f peculations,  fur  the  taws  by  which  he  was 
pleafed  to  create  it.  It  is  now  difeovered,  beyond  all  doubt,  that  the 
fame  Creat  Being  who  created  the  univerfe  by  his  Fiat,  by  the  fame 
ordained  our  earth  to  keep  a juf  poife , without  a correfponding  Southern ■ 
continent — and  it  does  fo  ! “ He  f retches  o/fl  the  North  over  the  empty 
“ place,  and  hangeth  the  earth  upon  nothing Job,  xxvi.  7. 

, If  the  arduous  but  exact  ref  arches  of  this  extraordinary  man  have 
not  difeovered  a new  world,  they  have  difeovered  fas  unnavigated  and 
unknown  before.  They  have  made  us  acquainted  with  i/lands,  people  and 
productions,  of  which  we  had  no  conception.  And  if  he  has  not  been  fo 
fortunate  as  Amcricus  to  give  his  name  to  a continent,  bis  pretenfons  to 
fucb  a difinSion  remain  unrivalled ; and  be  will  be  revered , while  there 
remains  a page  of  his  own  modef  account  of  bis  voyages,  and  as  long 
as  mariners  and  geographers  fall  le  infracted,  by  bis  new  map-ef  tbe 
Southern  bemifphcrc,  to  trace  the  various  courfes  and  difcoverics  be  has 
made. 

If  public  fervices  merit  public  acknowledgments  ; if  the  man  who 
adorned  and  raifed  the  fame  of  his  country  is  deferviug  of  honours , then 
Captain  Cook  deferves  to  have  a monument  raifed  to  his  memory , by  a 
generous  and  grateful  nation. 

Virtutis  uberrimum  alimentum  eft  lionos. 

Val.  Maximus,  Lib.  1.  Cap.  6. 
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the  larger-fized  Plates  in  a feparate  volume  in  folio,  thefc  have 
been  here  marked  with  Afterilks  ; and  Bookfellers  are  cautioned 
not  to  have  them  bound  up,  with  the  reft  of  the  Plates,  in  the 
places  of  thefe  volumes  pointed  out  by  the  refpedivc  References, 
unlefs  they  receive  particular  directions  for  that  purpofe.j 
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BOOK  I. 

TranfaiStions  from  the  Beginning  of  the  Voyage 
till  our  Departure  from  New  Zealand. 

CHAP.  I. 

V arious  Preparations  for  the  Voyage.— OmaPs  Behaviour 
on  embarking. — Obfervations  for  determining  the  Lon- 
gitude of  Sheemefs , and  the  North  Foreland. — Paffage 
of  the  Refolution  from  Deptford  to  Plymouth. — Employ- 
ments there. — Complements  of  the  Crews  of  both  Ships , 
and  Names  of  the  Officers. — Obfervations  to  fx  the 
Longitude  of  Plymouth.— Departure  of  the  Refolution. 

HAVING,  on  the  ninth  Day  of  February  1776,  re-  ,7-e. 

ceived  a commiflion  to  command  his  Majefty’s  Hoop  fthnut-f 
the  Refolution,  I went  on  board  the  next  day,  ®*|urJ*y  >0, 
hoilled  the  pendant,  and  began  to  enter  men.  At  the  fame 
time,  the  Difcovery,  of  three  hundred  tons  burthen,  was 
v°i-.  L B u_r_. 
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purchafcd  into  the  fcrvicc,  and  the  command  of  her  given 
to  Captain  Clerkc,  who  had  been  my  fecond  Lieutenant  on 
board  the  Resolution,  in  my  fecond  voyage  round  the  world, 
from  which  we  had  lately  returned. 

Thcfe  two  (hips  were,  at  this  time,  in  the  dock  at  Dept- 
ford, under  the  hands  of  the  fhipwrights;  being  ordered  to 
be  equipped  to  make  farther  difeoveries  in  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
under  my  direction. 

On  the  9th  of  March,  the  Refolution  was  hauled  out  of 
dock  into  the  River;  where  we  completed  her  rigging,  and 
took  on  board  the  ftores  and  provifions  requifite  for  a voyage 
of  fhch  duration.  Both  lhips,  indeed,  were  fupplied  with 
as  much  of  every  nccefiary  article  as  we  could  conveniently 
flow,  and  with  the  bell  of  every  kind  that  could  be  pro- 
cured. And,  befides  this,  every  thing  that  had  been  found, 
by  the  experience  acquired  during  our  former  extenfive 
voyages,  to  be  of  any  utility  in  preferving  the  health  of 
fcamen,  was  fupplied  in  abundance. 

It  was  our  intention  to  have  failed  to  Long  Reach  on  the 
6th  of  May,  when  a pilot  came  on  board  to  carry  us  thither; 
but  it  was  the  29th  before  the  wind  would  permit  us  to 
move;  and  the  30th  before  we  arrived  at  that  Ration,  where 
our  artillery,  powder,  fliot,  and  other  ordnance  ftores  were 
received. 

While  we  lay  in  Long  Reach,  thus  employed,  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich,  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  and  others  of  the  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty, as  the  laft  mark  of  the  very  great  attention  they 
had  all  along  fliewn  to  this  equipment,  paid  us  a vilit  on 
the  8th  of  June,  to  examine  whether  every  thing  had  been 
completed  conformably  to  their  intentions  and  orders,  and 
to  the  fatisfae'tion  of  all  who  were  to  embark  in  the  voyage. 

4 They, 
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They,  and  fcvcral  other  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  their  j77«- 
friends,  honoured  me  with  their  company  at  dinner  on  that  v — . — j 
day ; and,  on  their  coming  on  board,  and  alfo  on  their  go- 
ing afltore,  we  falutcd  them  with  feventccn  guns,  and  three 
cheers. 

With  the  benevolent  view  of  conveying  fomc  permanent 
benefit  to  the  inhabitants  of  Otaheite,  and  of  the  other 
iflands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  whom  we  might  happen  to 
vifit,  his  Majefty  having  commanded  fomc  ufcful  animals 
to  be  carried  out,  we  took  on  board,  on  the  ioth,  a bull,  Mondijr  ,<u 
two  cows  with  their  calves,  and  fome  fheep,  with  hay  and 
corn  for  their  fubfiftcnce  ; intending  to  add  to  thefe,  other 
ufeful  animals,  when  I fhould  arrive  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope. 

I was  alfo,  from  the  fame  laudable  motives,  furnifhed 
with  a fufiicient  quantity  of  fuch  of  our  European  garden 
feeds,  as  could  not  fail  to  be  a valuable  prefent  to  our  ncwly- 
dilcovcred  iflands,  by  adding  frelli  fupplics  of  food  to  their 
own  vegetable  productions. 

Many  other  articles,  calculated  to  improve  the  condition 
of  our  friends  in  the  other  hemifphere  in  various  ways, 
were,  at  the  fame  time,  delivered  to  us  by  order  of  the 
Board  of  Admiralty.  And  both  fhips  were  provided  with 
a proper  aflortment  of  iron  tools  and  trinkets,  as  the  means 
of  enabling  us  to  traffic,  and  to  cultivate  a friendly  inter- 
courfc  with  the  inhabitants  of  fuch  new  countries  as  we 
might  be  fortunate  enough  to  meet  with. 

The  fame  humane  attention  was  extended  to  our  own 
wants.  Some  additional  cloathing,  adapted  to  a cold  cli- 
mate, was  ordered  for  our  crews:  and  nothing  was  denied  to 
us  that  could  be  fuppofed  in  the  lcaft  conducive  to  health, 
or  even  to  convenience. 

B 2 Nor 
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Nor  did  the  extraordinary  care  of  thofe  at  the  head  of  the 
naval  department  flop  here.  They  were  equally  folicitous 
to  afford  us  every  afliffance  towards  rendering  our  voyage 
of  public  utility.  Accordingly,  we  received  on  board,  next 
Tucfday  n.  day,  feveral  aftronomical  and  nautical  inftruments,  which 
the  Board  of  Longitude  intruded  to  me,  and  to  Mr.  King, 
my  fecond  Lieutenant  ; we  having  engaged  to  that  Board  to 
make  all  the  neceflary  obfervations,  during  the  voyage,  for 
the  improvement  of  aftronomy  and  navigation  j and,  by  our 
joint  labours,  to  fupply  the  place  of  a profeffed  obfervator. 
Such  a perfon  had  been  originally  intended  to  be  fent  out  in 
my  ffiip. 

The  Board,  likewife,  put  into  our  poflclEon  the  fame 
watch,  or  time-keeper,  which  I had  carried  out  in  my  laff 
voyage,  and  had  performed  its  part  fo  well.  It  was  a copy 
of  Mr.  Harrifon’s,  conftrutfled  by  Mr.  Kendall.  This  day,  at 
noon,  it  was  found  to  be  too  flow  for  mean  time  at  Green- 
wich, by  3',  31",  890  j and  by  its  rate  of  going,  it  loft,  on 
mean  time,  1",  209  per  day. 

Another  time-keeper,  and  the  fame  number  and  fort  of 
inftruments  for  making  obfervations,  were  put  on  board  the 
Difcovcry,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  William  Bailey;  who, 
having  already  given  fatisfa<5tory  proofs  of  his  fkill  and  di- 
ligence as  an  obfervator,  while  employed  in  Captain  Fur- 
ncaux’s  ffiip,  during  the  late  voyage,  was  engaged  a fecond 
time,  in  that  capacity,  to  embark  with  Captain  Clerke. 

Mr.  Andcrfon,  my  furgeon,  who,  to  fkill  in  his  immediate 
profeflion,  added  great  proficiency  in  natural  hiftory,  was 
as  willing  as  he  was  well  qualified,  to  deferibe  every  thing 
in  that  branch  of  fcience  which  Ihould  occur  worthy  of  no- 
tice. As  he  had  already  vifited  the  South  Sea  iflands  in  the 
fame  fhip,  and  bcen-of  Angular  fervice,  by  enabling  me  to 

enrich 

8 


4 

1776. 

Jane. 


Digitized  by ..(Wangle 


THE  PACIFIC  OCEAN. 


5 


enrich  my  relation  of  that  voyage  with  various  ufcful  re-  •;?*• 
marks  on  men  and  things  *,  I reafonably  expected  to  derive  < — , — j 
coniklcrablc  affiftance  from  him,  in  recording  our  new  pro- 
ceedings. 

I had  feveral  young  men  amongft  my  Pea-officers  who, 
under  my  diredtion,  could  be  ufefully  employed  in  con- 
flrudting  charts,  in  taking  views  of  the  coafts  and  head- 
lands near  which  we  fliould  pafs,  and  in  drawing  plans  of 
the  bays  and  harbours  in  which  we  fliould  anchor.  A con- 
ftant  attention  to  this  1 knew  to  be  highly  requifitc,  if  we 
would  render  our  difeoveries  profitable  to  future  navigators. 

And,  that  we  might  go  out  with  every  help  that  could 
ferve  to  make  the  refult  of  our  voyage  entertaining  to  the 
generality  of  readers,  as  weU  as  inftrudtive  to  the  failor  and 
fcholar,  Mr.  Webber  wa3  pitched  upon,  and  engaged  to 
embark  with  me,  for  the  exprefs  purpofc  of  fupplying  the 
unavoidable  impet  feftions  of  written  accounts,  by  enabling 
us  to  preferve,  and  to  bring  home,  fuch  drawings  of  the 
moll  memorable  fccnesof  our  tranfadlions,  as  could  only  be 
executed  by  a profefled  and  ikilful  artift.. 

Every  preparation  being  now  completed,  I received  an 
order  to  proceed  to  Plymouth,  and  to  take  the  Difcovcry 
under  my  command.  I accordingly  gave  Captain.  Clerkc 
two  orders;  one  to  put  himfelf  under  my  command,  and 
the  other  to  carry  his  Ihip  round  to  Plymouth. 

On  the  15th,  the  Rcfolution  failed  from  Long  Reach,  s*turd»yij. 
with  the  Difcovcry  in  company,  and  the  fame  evening  they 


* The  very  copious  Vocabulary  of  the  language  of  Otahcitc,  and  the  comparative 
fpccimen  of  the  languages  of  the  feveral  other  illands  vlfitcd  during  the  former  voyage, 
aad  publiflicd  in  Captain  Cook’s  account  of  it,  were  furnifhed  by  Mr.  Anderfon. 
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anchored  at  the  Norc.  Next  day  the  Difcovcry  proceeded, 
in  obedience  to  my  order;  but  the  Refolution  was  ordered 
to  remain  at  the  Norc  till  I fliould  join  her,  being  at  this 
time  in  London. 

As  we  were  to  touch  at  Otahcite  and  the  Society  Iflands, 
in  our  way  to  the  intended  fccnc  of  our  frefh  operations,  it 
had  been  determined  not  to  omit  this  opportunity  (the  only 
one  cverlikely  to  happen)  of  carrying  Omai  back  to  his  native 
country.  Accordingly,  ‘every  thing  being  ready  for  our  de- 
Monday  14.  parture,  he  and  I fet  out  together  from  London  on  the  24th, 
at  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning.  We  reached  Chatham  be- 
tween ten  and  eleven  o’clock  ; and,  after  dining  with  Com- 
miiTioner  Proby,  he  very  obligingly  ordered  his  yacht  to 
carry  us  to  Shccrnefs,  where  my  boat  was  waiting  to  take 
us  on  board. 

Omai  left  London  with  a mixture  of  regret  and  fatisfac- 
tion.  When  we  talked  about  England,  and  about  thofe 
who,  during  his  flay,  had  honoured  him  with  their  protec- 
tion or  fricndfhip,  I could  obferve  that  his  fpirits  were  fen- 
ftbly  afletfled,  and  that  it  Was  with  difficulty  he  could  refrain 
from  tears.  But,  the  inftant  the  converfation  turned  to  his 
own'  iflands,  his  eyes  began  to  fparkle  with  joy.  He  was 
deeply  imprefled  with  a fenfe  of  the  good  treatment  he  had 
met  with  in  England,  and  entertained  the  higheft  ideas  of 
the  country  and  of  the  people.  But  the  pleafing  profpc(5t  he 
now  had  before  him  of  returning  home,  loaded  with  what, 
he  well  knew,  would  be  clleemcd  invaluable  trcafures  there, 
and  the  flattering  hope  which  the  pofleflion  of  thefe  gave 
him,  of  attaining  to  a diftinguiffied  fuperiority  amongft 
his  countrymen,  were  confiderations  which  operated,  by 
degrees,  to  fupprefs  every  uneafy  fenfation ; and  he  feemed 
to  be  quite  happy  when  lie  got  on  board  the  fliip. 
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He  was  furnilhed,  by  his  Majefty,  with  an  ample  provi- 

lion  of  every  article  which,  during  our  intercom fc  with  his  ' — 

country,  we  had  obfervcd  to  be  in  any  eftimation  there, 
either  as  ufeful  or  as  ornamental.  lie  had,  beftdes,  received 
many  prefents  of  the  fame  nature  from  Lord  Sandwich, 

Mr.*  Banks,  and  feveral  other  Gentlemen  and  Ladies  of  his 
acquaintance.  In  fltort,  every  method  had  been  employed, 
both  during  his  abode  in  England,  and  at  his  departure,  to 
make  him  the  inilruthent  of  conveying  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  illands  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  the  moil  exalted  opinion 
of  the  greatnefs  and  gcncrofity  of  the  Britifli  nation. 

While  the  Rcfolution  lay  at  the  Nore,  Mr.  King  made 
feveral  obfervations  for  finding  the  longitude  by  the  watch. 

The  mean  of  them  all,  gave  o°  44'  o",  for  the  longitude  of 
the  (hip.  This,  reduced  to  Sheernefs,  by  the  bearing  and 
eftimated  diftance,  will  make  that  place  to  be  o"  37'  o"  Eaft 
of  Greenwich;  which  is  more  by  feven  miles  than  Mr. 

Lyons  made  it,  by  the  watch  which  Lord  Mulgrave  had  with 
him,  on  his  voyage  tow  ,rds  the  North  Pole.  Whoever  knows 
any  thing  of  the  diftance  between  Sheernefs  and  Green- 
wich, will  be  a judge  which  of  thefe  two  obfervations  is 
neareft  the  truth. 


The  variation  of  the  needle  here,  by  a mean  of  different 
lets,  taken  with  different  compaflcs,  was  20“  37'  Weft. 

On  the  25th,  about  noon,  we  weighed  anchor,  and  made  TueHay 
fail  for  the  Downs,  through  the  Queen’s  Channel,  with  a 
gentle  breeze  at  North  Weft  by  Weft.  At  nine  in  the  even- 
ing we  anchored,  with  the  North  Foreland  bearing  South  by 
Eaft,  and  Margate  Point  South  Weft  by  South. 


* Now  Sir  Jofcph. 
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Next  morning,  at  two  o’clock,  we  weighed  and  flood 
round  the  Foreland;  and  when  it  bore  North,  allowing  for 
the  variation  of  the  compafs,  the  watch  gave  i°  24'  Eaft 
longitude,  which,  reduced  to  the  Foreland,  will  be  1*  21' 
Eaft.  Lunar  obfervations  made  the  preceding  evening, 
fixed  it  at  1“  20'  Eaft.  At  eight  o’clock  the  fame  morn- 
ing, wc  anchored  in  the  Downs.  Two  boats  had  been  built 
for  us  at  Deal,  and  I immediately  fent  on  fhore  for  them. 
I was  told  that  many  people  had  aflembled  there  to  fee 
Otnai ; but,  to  their  great  difappointment,  he  did  not  land. 

Having  received  the  boats  on  board,  and  a light  breeze  at 
South  South  Eaft  fpringing  up,  wc  got  under  lail  the  next 
Ti,orfdayj7.  day  at  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  But  the  breeze  foon 
died  away,  and  we  were  obliged  to  anchor  again  till  ten 
o’clock  at  night.  Wc  then  weighed,  with  the  wind  at  Eaft, 
and  proceeded  down  the  channel. 

Sunday  30,  On  the  30th,  at  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  wc  an- 
chored in  Plymouth  Sound,  where  the  Difcovery  had  arrived 
only  three  days  before.  1 faluted  Admiral  Amhcrft,  whofe 
flag  was  flying  on  board  the  Ocean,  with  thirteen  guns,  and 
he  returned  the  compliment  with  eleven. 

It  was  the  firft  obje<5t  of  our  care,  on  arriving  at  Ply- 
mouth, to  replace  the  water  and  provifions  that  we  had 
July.  expended,  and  to  receive  on  board  a fupply  of  Port  Wine. 
Monday  i.  This  was  the  employment  which  occupied  us  on  the  ill  and 
Tuefday  2.  21I  of  July.  k 

During  our  flay  here,  the  crews  were  ferved  with  frefh 
beef  every  day.  And  I fliould  not  do  jufticc  to  Mr.  Omman- 
ncy,  the  Agent  Victualler,  if  I did  not  take  this  opportunity 
to  mention,  that  he  Ihewed  a very  obliging  readinefs  to  fur- 
niflt  me  with  the  beft  of  every  thing  that  lay  within  his  de- 
partment. 
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partment.  I had  been  under  the  like  obligations  to  him  on 
my  fetting  out  upon  my  laft  voyage.  Commiflioncr  Our- 
ry,  with  equal  zeal  for  the  fervice,  gave  us  every  afliftance 
that  we  wanted  from  the  naval  yard. 

It  could  not  but  occur  to  us  as  a Angular  and  affecting 
circumftance,  that  at  the  very  inftant  of  our  departure  upon 
a voyage,  the  object  of  which  was  to  benefit  Europe  by 
making  frelh  difeoveries  in  North  America,  there  fliould  be 
the  unhappy  neceffity  of  employing  others  of  his  Majefty’s 
fhips,  and  of  conveying  numerous  bodies  of  land  forces,  to 
fecure  the  obedience  of  thofe  parts  of  that  continent  which 
had  been  difeovered  and  fettled  by  our  countrymen  in  the 
laft  century.  On  the  6th,  his  Majefty’s  lhips  Diamond,  Am-  snurdiy  s. 
bufeade,  and  Unicorn,  with  a fleet  of  tranfports,  confiding 
of  fixty-two  fail,  bound  to  America,  with  the  laft  divifion  of 
the  Heflian  troops,  and  fome  horfe,  were  forced  into  the 
Sound  by  a ftrong  North  Weft  Wind. 

On  the  8th,  I received,  by  exprefs,  my  inftru&ions  * for  Monday  t. 
the  voyage,  and  an  order  to  proceed  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  with  the  Refolution.  I was  alfo  directed  to  leave  an 
order  for  Captain  Clerkc  to  follow  us,  as  foon  as  he  fliould 
join  his  fhip ; he  being,  at  this  time,  detained  in  London. 

Our  firft  difeoverers  of  the  New  World,  and  navigators  of 
the  Indian  and  Pacific  Oceans,  were  juftly  thought  to  have 
exerted  fuch  uncommon  abilities,  and  to  have  accompliflied 
fuch  perilous  enterprizes,  that  their  names  have  been  hand- 
ed down  to  pofterity  as  fo  many  Argonauts.  Nay,  even 
the  hulks  of  the  fhips  that  carried  them,  though  not  con- 
verted intoconftcllations  in  the  Heavens,  ufed  to  be  honoured 
and  vifited  as  facred  reliques  upon  earth.  We,  in  the  pre- 

* See  the  inilru&ions,  in  the  Introdu&ion. 
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1776.  fcnt  age  of  improved  navigation,  who  have  been  inllrudted 
, — ->  by  their  labours,  and  have  followed  them  as  our  guides, 
have  no  fuch  claim  to  fame.  Some  merit,  however,  being 
ftill,  in  the  public  opinion,  confidered  as  due  to  thofe  who 
• fail  to  unexplored  quarters  of  the  globe,  in  conformity  to 

this  favourable  judgment,  I prefixed  to  the  account  of  my 
laft  voyage  the  names  of  the  officers  of  both  my  ffiips,  and 
a table  of  the  number  of  their  rcfpe<5tive  crews.  The  like 
information  will  be  expedled  from  me  at  prefent. 

The  Rcfolution  was  fitted  out  with  the  fame  complement 
of  officers  and  men  ffic  had  before ; and  the  Difcovery’s 
eftabliffiment  varied  from  that  of  the  Adventure,  in  the 
Angle  inftance  of  her  having  no  marine  officer  on  board. 
This  arrangement  was  to  be  finally  completed  at  Plymouth; 

Tucfitiy  9.  and,  on  the  9th,  we  received  the  party  of  marines  allotted 
for  our  voyage.  Colonel  Bell,  who  commanded  the  divifion 
at  this  port,  gave  me  fuch  men  for  the  detachment  as  I had 
reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with.  And  the  fupernumerary  feamen> 
occafioned  by  this  reinforcement,  being  turned  over  into 
the  Ocean  man  of  war,  our  fcveral  complements  remained 
> fixed,  as  reprefented  in  the  following  table  : 
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resolution. 

DISCOVERY. 

Officers  and  Men. 

N° 

Officers  Names. 

Z 

Officers  Names. 

Captain, 

I 

James  Cook. 

1 

Charles  Clerke. 

Lieutenants, 

3 

John  Gore. 

2 

James  Burney. 

James  King. 

John  Rickman. 

' ‘ 

John  Williamfon. 

Matter, 

I 

William  Bligh. 

I 

Thomas  Edgar. 

Boatfwain, 

I 

William  Ewin. 

1 

Eneas  Atkins. 

Carpenter, 

I 

James  Clevely. 

1 

Peter  Reynolds. 

Gunner, 

I 

Robert  Andcrfon. 

1 

William  Peckover. 

Surgeon, 

I 

William  Anderfon. 

I 

John  Law. 

Matter’s  Mates, 

3 

- 

2 

Midthipmen, 

6 

- 

4 

Surgeon’s  Mates,  - 

2 

- 

2 

Captain’s  Clerk, 

I 

- 

I 

Matter  at  Arms, 

I 

- 

I 

. 

Corporal, 

I 

Armourer,  - - 

I 

- 

I 

Ditto  Mate,  - 

I 

- * - 

I 

Sail  Maker, 

I 

- 

I 

Ditto  Mate, 
Boatfwain’s  Mates, 

I 

- 

I 

3 

- 

2 

Carpenter's  Ditto, 

3 

- 

t 

Gunner’s  Ditto, 

2 

- 

I 

Carpenter’s  Crew, 

4 

- 

4 

Cook, 

1 

- 

I 

Ditto  Mate, 

I 

Quarter  Matters,  - 

6 

- 

4 

Able  Seamen,  - - 

45 

• - 

33 

Marines. 

Lieutenant,  - * - 

I 

Molcfworth  Philips. 

Serjeant, 

I 

- 

I 

Corporals, 

2 

- 

I 

Drummer, 

I 

- 

I 

Private, 

>5 

- - 

8 

Total, 

I 12 

So 

C a 


Digitized  by  Google 


12 


A VOYAGE  TO 


Wednef.  10. 


On  the  loth,  the  Commiffioner  and  Pay  Clerks  came  on 
board,  and  paid  the  officers  and  crew  up  to  the  30th  of  lad 
month.  The  petty  officers  and  feamen  had,  befidcs,  two 
months  wages  in  advance.  Such  indulgence  to  the  latter,  is 
no  more  than  what  is  cuftomary  in  the  navy.  But  the  pay- 
ment of  what  was  due  to  the  fuperior  officers  was  humanely 
ordered  by  the  Admiralty,  in  conlideration  of  our  peculiar 
fituation,  that  we  might  be  better  able  to  defray  the  very 
great  expcnce  of  furnilhing  ourfelves  with  a Hock  of  necef- 
farics  for  a voyage  which,  probably,  would  be  of  unnfual 
duration,  and  to  regions  where  no  fupply  could  be  espcfled. 


Nothing  now  obftru&ing  my  departure  bat  a contrary 
wind,  which  blew  llrong  at  South  Weft,  in  the  morning  of 
Ttatiayii.  the  nth,  I delivered  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Burney,  firft 
Lieutenant  of  the  Difcovery,  Captain  Clerke's  failing  orders  ; 
a copy  of  which  I alfo  left  with  the  Officer  * commanding 
his  Majefty’s  fhips  at  Plymouth,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Cap- 
tain immediately  on  his  arrival.  In  the  afternoon,  the  wind 
moderating,  we  weighed  with  the  ebb,  and  got  farther  out, 
beyond  all  the  Ihipping  in  the  Sound ; where,  after  making 
an  unfuccefsful  attempt  to  get  to  fea,  we  were  detained 
Frida/  12.  moil  of  the  following  day,  which  was  employed  in  receiv- 
ing on  board  a fupply  of  water;  and,  by  the  fame  veflel 
that  brought  it,  all  the  empty  calks  were  returned. 


As  I did  not  imagine  my  flay  at  Plymouth  would  have 
been  fo  long  as  it  proved,  we  did  not  get  our  inftruments  on 
lhore  to  make  the  necellary  obfervations  for  afeertaining  the 
longitude  by  the  watch.  For  the  fame  reafon,  Mr.  Baily 
did  not  fet  about  this,  till  he  found  that  the  Difcovery  would. 


♦ Captain-  Lc  Crafs*  Admiral  AmkcrA  having  (truck  his  flag  Come  days  before. 

4 probably* 
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probably*  be  detained  fome  days  after  us.  He  then  placed  >776. 
his  quadrant  upon  Drake’s  Ifland  t and  had  time,  before  the  e-lLj 
Refolution  failed,  to  make  obfervations  fufficient  for  the 
purpofe  we  had  in  view.  Our  watch  made  the  ifland  to  lie 
4°  14',  and  his,  4*  134.',  Weft  of  Greenwich.  Its  latitude, 
as  found  by  Mcflrs.  Wales  and  Baily,  on  the  laft  voyage,  is 
50°  21'  30"  North. 

We  weighed  again  at  eight  in  the  evening,  and  flood 
out  of  the  Sound,  with  a gentle  breeze  at  North  Weft  by 
Weft. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  II. 

Pajfage  of  the  Refolutlon  to  'Tenerife. — Reception  there. — 
Defcription  of  Santa  Cruz  Road. — RefreJLtnents  to  be 
met  with. — O/f  rvatiom  for  fixing  the  Longitude  of 
Teneriffe. — Some  Account  of  the  JJland. — Botanical  Ob- 
fervatiom. — Cities  of  Santa  Cruz  and  Laguna . — 
Agriculture. — Air  and  Climate . — Commerce. — Inha- 
bitants. 

J“iy  ^ *lac*  not  keen  long  out  Plymouth  Sound,  before 

' — ’ x » the  wind  came  more  wefterly,  and  blew  frelh,  fo 

i nisj  12.  ,]lat  we  wcrc  obliged  to  ply  down  the  Channel  i and  it  was 
Sunday  14.  not  till  the  14th,  at  eight  in  the  evening,  that  we  were  off 
the  Lizard. 

TucfJay  id.  On  the  1 6th,  at  noon,  St.  Agnes’s  Liglu-houfe  on  the  Iflcs 
of  Scilly,  bore  North  Weft  by  Weft,  diftant  feven  or  eight 
miles.  Our  latitude  was,  now,  49"  53'  30"  North,  and  our 
longitude,  by  the  watch,  6'  it'  Weft.  Hence,  I reckon  that 
St.  Agnes's  Light-houfc  is  in  49°  57'  30"  North  latitude,  and 
in  6°  2o‘  of  Weft  longitude. 

-wedntr.  ,7.  On  the  17th  * and  iSth  we  were  off  Uftiant,  and  found  the 

Thurfday  18.  * 

longitude  of  the  ift.md  to  be,  by  the  watch,  5°  18’  37"  Weft. 
The  variation  was  23°  o'  50",  in  the  fame  direction. 

* It  appears  From  Captain  Cook’s  log-book,  that  he  began  his  judiciotis  operations 
for  preferving  the  health  of  his  crew,  very  early  in  the  voyage.  On  the  17th,  the 
ihip  was  fmoked  between  decks  with  gun-powder.  The  fpare  fails  alio  wcrc  then 
well  aired. 

2 With 
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With  a ftrong  gale  at  South,  on  the  19th,  we  flood  to  the  j7j®- 

wellward,  till  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning;  when,  the  wind  l- 

ihifting  to  the  Weft  and  North  Weft,  we  tacked  and  ftretch-  Fnday 
ed  to  the  Southward.  At  this  time,  wc  law  nine  fail  of 
large  fltips,  which  we  judged  to  be  French  men  of  war. 

They  took  no  particular  no1  ice  of  us,  nor  we  of  them. 

At  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  22d,  we  faw  Cape  Monday  21. 
Ortegal;  which  at  noon  bore  South  Haft,  half  South,  about 
four  leagues  diftant.  At  this  time  we  were  in  the  latitude 
of  44’  6’  North ; and  our  longitude,  by  the  watch,  was  8° 

23'  Weft. 

After  two  days  of  calm  weather  wc  palled  Cape  Fini- 
flerre,  on  the  afternoon  of  tire  24th,  with  a fine  gale  at  w«lnef.  »*. 
North  North  Eaft.  The  longitude  of  this  Cape,  by  the 
■watch,  is  y°  29'  Weft;  and,  by  the  mean  of  forty-one  lunar 
obfervations,  made  before  and  after  we  palled  it,  and  re- 
duced to  it  by  tlie  watch,  tiie  tetult  was  9°  19'  12". 

On  the  30th,  at  fix  minutes  and  thirty-eight  feconds.  pad  Tucfd»y3«. 
ten  o’clock  at  n ght,  apparent  time,  I obferved,  with  a 
night  teleJcopc,  the  moon  totally  eclipfed.  By  the  ephemera, 
the  fame  happened  at  Greenwich  at  nine  minutes  paft  ele- 
ven o’clock ; the  difference  being  one  hour,  two  minutes, 
and  twenty- two  feconds,  or  1 50  35'  3a"  of  longitude.  The 
watch,  for  the  fame  time,  gave  15°  26'  45"  longitude  Weft; 
and  latitude  31°  10'  North.  No  other  obfervation  could  be 
made  on  this  eclipfc,  as  the  moon  was  hid  behind  the 
clouds  the  greater  part  of  the  time;  and,  in  particular, 
when  the  beginning  and  end  of  total  darknefs,  and  the  end 
of  the  eclipfe,  happened. 

Finding  that  we  had  not  hay  and  corn  fuflicicnt’for  the 
fubfiftcncc  of  the  flock  of  animals  on  board,  till  our  arrival 

at 
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•J7*-  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  I determined  to  touch  at  Tcnc- 
«-  ■— — - > rifle,  to  get  a fupply  of  thefe,  and  of  the  ufual  refrdhments 
forourfelves;  thinking  that  ifland,  for  fuch  purpofes,  bet- 
ter adapted  than  Madeira.  At  four  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
Wednef.  ji.  31ft,  we  faw  Tenerifle,  and  fleered  for  the  eaflern  part.  At 
nine,  being  near  it,  we  hauled  up,  and  flood  off  and  on 
during  the  night. 

Auguit.  At  day-light,  on  the  morning  of  the  ill  of  Augufl,  we 
iiuridayi.  jin  led  round  the  Eaft  Point  of  the  ifland;  and,  about  eight 
o'clock,  anchored  on  the  South  Eaft  fide  of  it,  in  the  Road 
of  Santa  Cruz,  in  twenty-three  fathoms  water ; the  bottom, 
fand  and  owze.  Punta  de  Nago,  the  Eaft  point  of  the  Road, 
bore  North  64°  Eaft ; St.  Francis’s  church,  remarkable  for  its 
liigh  fteeple,  Well  South  Weft;  the  Pic,  South  65°  Weft; 
and  the  South  Well  point  of  the  Road,  on  which  Hands  a 
fort  or  cattle,  South  390  Weft.  In  this  fituation,  we  moored 
North  Eaft  and  South  Weft,  with  a cable  each  way,  being 
near  half  a mile  from  the  fhore. 

We  found,  riding  in  this  Road,  La  Bouflole,  a French  fri- 
gate, commanded  by  the  Clic-ualicr  de  Borda ; two  brigantines 
of  the  fame  nation ; an  Englifh  brigantine  from  London, 
bound  to  Senegal ; and  fourteen  fail  of  Spaniflr  veflels. 

No  fooner  had  we  anchored,  than  we  were  vifited  by  the 
Mailer  of  the  Port,  who  fatisiicd  himfelf  with  afking  the 
fliip’s  name.  Upon  his  leaving  us,  I fent  an  officer  alhore, 
to  prefent  my  rcfpefls  to  the  Governor ; and  to  alk  his  leave 
to  take  in  water,  and  to  purchafe  fuch  articles  as  we  were 
in  want  of.  All  this  he  granted  with  the  greatcll  politenefs; 
and,  foon  after,  fent  an  officer  on  board,  to  compliment  me 
pn  my  arrival.  In  the  afternoon,  I waited  upon  him  in  per- 
fon,  accompanied  by  fome  of  my  officers ; and,  before  I 

returned 
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returned  to  my  (hip,  befpoke  fome  corn  and  draw  for  the  live 
flock  ; ordered  a quantity  of  wine  from  Mr.  MCarrick,  the 
contradlor,  and  made  an  agreement  with  the  mafler  of  a 
Spanilh  boat  to  fupply  us  with  water,  as  I found  that  we 
could  not  do  it  ouri'elvcs. 


'776. 

Aug  u!h 


The  road  of  Santa  Cruz  is  fituated  before  the  town  of  the 
fame  name,  on  the  South  Eaft  fide  of  tire  ifland.  It  is,  as  I 
am  told,  the  principal  road  of  Teneriffe,  for  fhelter,  capa- 
city, and  the  goodnefs  of  its  bottom.  It  lies  entirely  open 
to  the  South  Eaft  and  South  winds.  Put  thefc  winds  are 
never  of  lohg  continuance;  and,  they  fay,  there  is  not  an 
inftance  * of  a ihip  driving  from  her  anchors  on  fhore. 
This  may,  in  part,  be  owing  to  the  great  care  they  take  in 
mooring  them;  for  I obferved,  that  all  the  fhips  we  met 
with  there,  had  four  anchors  out ; two  to  the  North  Eaft, 
and  two  to  the  South  Weft;  and  their  cables  buoyed  up  with 
calks.  Ours  fuffered  a little  by  not  obferving  this  lall  pre- 
caution. 

At  the  South  Well  part  of  the  road,  a ftone  pier  runs  out' 
into  the  fea  from  the  town,  for  the  convenience  of  loading 
and  landing  of  goods.  To  this  pier,  the  water  that  fupplics 
the  (hipping  is  conveyed.  This,  as  alfo  what  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Santa  Cruz  ufe,  is  derived  from  a rivulet  that  runs 
from  the  hills,  the  greateft  part  of  which  comes  into  the 
town  in  wooden  fpouts  or  troughs,  that  are  fupported  by 
(lender  pofts,  and  the  remainder  doth  not  reach  the  fea; 
though  it  is  evident,  from  the  (ize  of  the  channel,  that 

* Though  no  fuch  inftance  was  known  to  thofc  from  whom  Captain  Cook  had 
this  information,  wc  learn  from  GIa%  that  fome  years  before  he  was  at  Teneriffe, 
a href  all  the  Jbipping  in  the  road  were  driven  oft  finn*  Sec  GIat*s  Hij},  of  the  Canary 
Ijlandiy  p.  235.  We  may  well  fuppofe  the  precautions  now  ufed,  have  prevented  any 
more  fuch  accidents  happening.  This  will  fufficicmly  juftify  Captain  Cook's  account. 

Vol.  I.  D fometimes 
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fometimes  large  torrents  rufli  down.  At  this  t:tne  thefe 
troughs  were  repairing,  fo  that  frcfli  water,  which  is  very 
good  here,  was  fcarcc. 

Were  we  to  judge  from  the  appearance  of  the  country  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Santa  Cruz,  it  might  be  concluded 
that  TenerifTe  is  a barren  fpor,  infufficicnt  to  maintain  even 
its  own  inhabitants.  The  ample  fupplies,  however,  which 
we  received,  convinced  us  that  they  had  enough  to  fpare 
for  vifitors.  Bcftdes  wine,  which  is  the  chief  produce  of  the 
ifland,  beef  may  be  had  at  a moderate  price.  The  oxen  are 
fmall  and  boney,  and  weigh  about  ninety  pounds  a quar- 
ter. The  meat  is  but  lean,  and  was,  at  prefent,  fold  for 
half  a bit  (three  pence  fterling)  a pound.  I,  unadvifedly, 
bought  the  bullocks  alive,  and  paid  confiderably  more. 
Hogs,  (heep,  goats  and  poultry,  are  likewife  to  be  bought 
at  the  fame  moderate  rate ; and  fruits  arc  in  great  plenty. 
At  this  time  we  had  grapes,  figs,  pears,  mulberries,  plan- 
tains, and  mulk  melons.  There  is  a variety  of  other  fruits 
produced  here,  though  not  in  fcafon  at  this  time.  Their 
pumpkins,  onions,  and  potatoes,  are  exceedingly  good  of 
their  kind,  and  keep  better  at  fea  than  any  1 ever  before 
met  with. 

The  Indian  corn,  which  is  alfo  their  produce,  cod  me 
about  three  (hillings  and  fixpence  a bufhcl ; and  the  fruits 
and  roots  were,  in  general,  very  cheap.  They  have  not  any 
plentiful  fupply  of  filh  from  the  adjoining  fea ; but  a very 
confidcrable  filhery  is  carried  on  by  their  veflels  upon  the 
coalt  of  Barbary  ; and  the  produce  of  it  fells  at  a reafonable 
price.  Upon  the  whole,  I found  Tcncrifl'e  to  be  a more 
eligible,  place  than  Madeira,  for  (hips  bound  on  long  voyages 
to  touch  at}  though  the  wine  of  the  latter,  according  to  my 
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tafle,  is  as  much  fuperior  to  that  of  the  former,  as  ftrong  A'^ 
beer  is  to  fmall.  To  compcnfiitc  for  this,  the  difference  of  < — -v — » 
prices  is  confiderablc ; for  the  beft  Teneriffe  wine  was  now 
fold  for  twelve  pounds  a pipe ; whereas  a pipe  of  the  beft 
Madeira  would  have  coft  confiderably  more  than  double 
that  fum  *. 

The  Chevalier  de  Borda,  Commander  of  the  French  fri- 
gate now  lying  in  Santa  Cruz  road,  was  employed,  in  con- 
junction with  Mr.  Varila,  a Spaniih  Gentleman,  in  making 
aftronomical  obfervations  for  afeertaining  the  going  of  two 
time-keepers  which  they  had  on  board  their  Ihip.  For  this 
purpofe,  they  had  a tent  pitched  on  the  pier  head,  where 
they  made  their  obfervations,  and  compared  their  watches, 
every  day  at  noon,  with  the  clock  on  Ihore,  by  fignals. 

Thefe  fignals  the  Chevalier  very  obligingly  communicated 
to  us;  fo  that  we  could  compare  our  watch  at  the  fame 
time.  But  our  flay  was  too  Ihort,  to  profit  much  by  his 
kindnefs. 

The  three  days  comparifons  which  we  made,  affured  us 
that  the  watch  had  not  materially,  if  at  all,  altered  her  rate 
of  going ; and  gave  us  the  fame  longitude,  within  a very 
few  feconds,  that  was  obtained  by  finding  the  time  from 
obfervations  of  the  fun’s  altitude  from  the  horizon  of  the 
fea.  The  watch,  from  a mean  of  thefe  obfervations,  on 
the  tft,  ad,  and  3d  of  Auguft,  made  the  longitude  160  31' 

• Formerly,  there  was  made  at  Teneriffe  a great  quantity  of  Canary  facie,  which 
the  French  call  Vin  dt  Mahifu  ; and  we,  corruptly  after  them,  name  Malmfey  (from 
Malvcfia,  a town  in  the  Morca,  famous  for  fuch  lufeious  wine).  In  the  laft  century, 
and  tflill  later,  much  of  this  was  imported  into  England;  but  little  wine  is  now  made 
there,  but  of  the  fort  deferibed  by  Captain  Cook.  Not  more  than  fifty  pipes  of  the 
rich  Canary  was  annually  made  in  Glss’s  time ; and  he  fays,  they  now  gather  the 
grape*  when  green,  and  make  a dry  hard  wine  of  them,  fit  for  hot  climates,  p.  262. , 

I)  X Weft; 
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Weft;  anc),  in  like  manner,  the  latitude  was  found  to  be 
28*30'  11"  North. 

Mr.  Varila  informed  us,  that  the  true  longitude  was  18*35' 
30",  from  Paris,  which  is  only  16°'  16  30"  from  Greenwich; 
lefs  than  what  our  watch  gave  by  1 +'  30".  But,  far  from  look- 
ing upon  this  as  an  error  in  the  watch,  I rather  think  it  a con- 
firmation of  its  having  gone  well ; and  that  the  longitude 
by  it  may  be  nearer  the  truth  than  any  other.  It  is  farther 
confirmed  by  the  lunar  obfervatinns  that  we  made  in  the 
road,  which  gave  16*37'  10".  Thofe  made  before  we  ar- 
rived, and  reduced  to  the  road  by  the  watch,  gave  16°  33' 
30":  and  thofe  made  after  we  left  it,  and  reduced  back  in 
the  fame  manner,  gave  16°  28'.  The  mean  of  the  three  is 
16'  30'  40". 

To  reduce  thefe  feveral  longitudes,  and  the  latitude,  to 
the  Pic  of  Tcnerifle,  one  of  the  moft  noted  points  of  land 
with  Geographers  (to  obtain  the  true  fituation  of  which,  I 
have  entered  into  this  particular  difcuflion\  I had  rccourfe 
to  the  bearing,  and  a few  hours  of  the  (hip’s  run  after  leav- 
ing Santa  Cruz  road;  and  found  it  to  be  12'  11"  South  of 
the  road,  and  29'  30"  of  longitude  Weft  of  it.  As  the 
bale,  which  helped  to  determine  this,  was  partly  eftimated, 
it  is  liable  to  fome  error;  but  1 think  I cannot  be  much 
miftaken.  Dr.  Maikelyne,  in  his  Britijb  Mariner's  Guide, 
places  the  Pic  in  the  latitude  of  28°  12'  54".  This,  with  the 
bearing  from  the  road,  will  give  the  difference  of  longitude 
43',  which  confiderably  exceeds  the  diftance  they  reckon 
the  Pic  to  be  from  Santa  Cruz.  I made  the  latitude  of  the 
Pic  to  be  2b*  18'  North.  Upon  that  fuppofition,  its  longitude 
will  be  as  follows: 
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{The  Time-keeper  - 17*  o’ 30"! 

Lunar  obfervations  - 16°  30'  20"  > Weft. 

Mr.  Varila  - - 16’  46'  o”J 

But  if  the  latitude  of  it  is  28*  12'  54",  as  in  the  Briti/b  Man- 
tier's  Guide,  its  longitude  will  be  13'  30"  more  wcfterly. 

The  variation,  when  we  were  at  anchor  in  the  road,  by 
the  mean  of  all  our  compafles,  was  found  to  be  14°  41'  20" 
Weft.  The  dip  of  the  North  end  of  the  needle  was  61*  32' 
3°"- 

Some  of  Mr.  Anderfon’s  remarks  on  the  natural  appear- 
ances of  Teneriffe,  and  its  productions  ; and  what  he  obferved 
himfclf,  or  learnt  by  information,  about  the  general  ftate 
of  the  ifland,  will  he  of  ufe,  particularly  in  marking  what 
changes  may  have  happened  there  fincc  Mr.  Glas  vilited  it. 
They  here  follow  in  his  own  words: 

“ While  we  were  Handing  in  for  the  land,  the  weather 
being  perfectly  clear,  we  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the 
celebrated  Pic  of  Teneriffe.  But,  I own,  1 was  much  difap- 
pointed  in  my  expectation  with  refpeCt  to  its  appearance. 
It  is,  certainly,  far  from  equalling  the  noble  figure  of  Pico, 
one  of  the  weftern  files  which  1 have  ieen  ; though  its  per- 
pendicular height  may  be  greater.  This  circumftancc,  per- 
haps, arifes  from  its  being  furrounded  by  other  very  high 
hills;  whereas  Pico  Hands  without  a rival. 

Behind  the  city  of  Santa  Cruz,  the  country  rifes  gradu- 
ally, and  is  of  a moderate  height.  Beyond  this,  to  the 
South  Weftward,  it  becomes  higher,  and  continues  to  rife 
towards  the  Pic,  which,  from  the  road,  appears  but  little 
higher  than  the  furrounding  hills.  Prom  thence  it  feems  to 
decrcafe,  though  not  fuddenly,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach. 
From  a fuppofition  that  we  fhould  not  flay  above  one  day, 
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a"77^  I was  obliged  to  contract  my  cxcurGons  into  the  country ; 

' * ' otherwifc,  I had  propofed  to  vifit  the  top  of  this  famous 

mountain  *. 

To  the  eaflward  of  Santa  Cruz,  the  ifland  appears  per- 
fectly barren.  Ridges  of  hills  run  towards  the  fea } between 
which  ridges  arc  deep  valleys,  terminating  at  mountains  or 
hills  that  run  acrofs,  and  are  higher  than  the  former. 
Thofe  that  run  towards  the  fea,  are  marked  by  impreflions 
on  their  lidcs,  which  make  them  appear  as  a fucceffion  of 
conic  hills,  with  their  tops  very  rugged.  The  higher  ones 
that  run  acrofs,  are  more  uniform  in  their  appearance. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  ift  of  Auguft,  after  we  had  an- 
chored in  the  road,  I went  on  fliore  to  one  of  thefe  valleys, 
with  an  intention  to  reach  the  top  of  the  remoter  hills, 
which  feemed  covered  with  wood;  but  time  would  not 
allow  me  to  get  farther  than  their  foot.  After  walking 
about  three  miles,  I found  no  alteration  in  the  appearance 
of  the  lower  hills;  which  produce  great  quantities  of  the 
euphorbia  Canarienfis.  It  is  furpriftng  that  this  large  fucculent 
plant,  lliould  thrive  on  fo  burnt-up  a foil.  When  broken, 
which  is  eafily  done,  the  quantity  of  juice  is  very  great; 
and  it  might  be  fuppofed  that,  when  dried,  it  would  fbrivel 
to  nothing ; yet  it  is  a pretty  tough,  though  foft  and  light 


• See  an  account  of  a journey  to  the  top  of  the  Pic  of  Tcneriffc,  in  Sprat's  Hijhry 
of  the  Royal  Society,  p.  200,  Sic.  Gias  alfo  went  to  the  top  of  it.  Hi f lory  of  the  Ca- 
nary IJJands , p.  252  to  259.  In  the  Philofophical  Tranfattions,  vol.  xlvii.  p.  353  — 
356,  we  have  Objervations  made , in  going  up  the  Pic  of  Tencrifft , by  Dr.  T.  hlebtr- 
dtn.  The  Do&or  makes  its  height,  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  to  be  2566  fathoms, 
or  15,396  Englifh  feet;  and  fays,  that  this  was  confirmed  by  two  fubfequent  obferva- 
tions  by  himfelf,  and  another  made  by  Mr.  Crofie,  the  Conful.  And  ycr,  I find, 
that  the  Chevalier  dc  Borda,  who  mcafured  the  height  of  this  mountain  in  Augurt 
1776,  makes  it  to  be  only  1931  French  toifes,  or  12-340  Englifh  feet.  Sec  Doctor 
Forlter’s  Obftrvations  during  a Ptyage  round  the  Itcrul,  p.  32. 
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■wood.  The  people  here  believe  its  juice  to  be  fo  cauftic  as  A'W* 

to  erotic  the  Ikin*;  but  I convinced  them,  though  with  * — 

much  difficulty,  to  the  contrary,  by  thrufting  my  finger  into 
the  plant  full  of  it,  without  afterwards  wiping  it  oiT.  They 
break  down  the  buffies  of  euphorbia,  and  fuffering  them  to  dry, 
carry  them  home  for  fuel.  I met  with  nothing  elfe  growing 
there,  but  two  or  three  fmall  fhrubs,  and  a few  fig-trees 
near  the  bottom  of  the  valley. 

The  balls  of  the  hills  is  a heavy,  compact,  blueilh  Hone, 
mixed  with  fome  ihining  particles ; and,  on  the  furface, 
large  mafiTes  of  red  friable  earth,  or  Hone,  arc  fcattcrcd  about. 

I alfo  often  found  the  fame  fubflance  difpofed  in  thick 
Jlratu ; and  the  little  earth,  ftrewed  here  and  there,  was  a 
blackilh  mould.  There  were  likewife  fome  pieces  of  flag; 
one  of  which,  from  its  weight  and  fmooth  furface,  feemed 
almotl  wholly  metalline. 

The  mouldering  ftatc  of  thefe  hills  is,  doubtlefs,  owing 
to  the  perpetual  action  of  the  fun,  which  calcines  their 
furface.  This  mouldered  part  being  afterwards  wafhed 
away  by  the  heavy  rains,  perhaps  is  the  caufe  of  their  fides 
being  fo  uneven.  For,  as  the  different  fubftances  of  which 
they  arc  com  poled,  are  more  or  lefs  eafily  affetfled  by  the 
fun’s  heat,  they  will  be  carried  away  in  the  like  propor- 
tions. Hence,  perhaps,  the  tops  of  the  hills,  being  of  the 
hardell  rock,  have  flood,  while  the  other  parts  on  a decli- 
vity have  been  deftroyed.  As  I have  ufually  obferved,  that 
the  tops  of  mod  mountains  that  are  covered  with  trees 
have  a more  uniform  appearance,  I am  inclined  to  believe 
that  this  is  owing  to  their  being  fhaded. 

* G/as,  p.  231,  fpeaking  of  this  plant,  fays,  that  he  cannot  imagine  why  tin  natives 
cf  the  Canaries  do  net  extratt  the  juice,  and  ufe  it  injlead  of  pitch,  for  the  bettemt  of  their 
hats*  Wc  now  learn  from  Mr.  Anderfon  their  reafon  for  not  tiling  it. 
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t775-  ' The  city  of  Santa  Cruz,  though  not  large,  is  tolerably 

■,  A'-b_-1'  ■ well  built.  The  churches  are  not  magnificent  without; 

but  within  are  decent,  and  indifferently  ornamented.  They 
are  inferior  to  fome  of  the  churches  at  Madeira;  but,  I 
imagine,  this  rather  arifes  from  the  different  difpofition  of 
the  people,  than  from  their  inability  to  fupport  them  better. 
For  the  private  houfes,  and  drefs  of  the  Spanilh  inhabitants 
of  Santa  Cruz,  are  far  preferable  to  thofe  of  the  Portuguefe 
at  Madeira ; who,  perhaps,  are  willing  to  llrip  themfelves, 
that  they  may  adorn  their  churches. 

Almolt  facing  the  ftone  pier  at  the  landing-place,  is  a 
handfome  marble  column  lately  put  up,  ornamented  with 
fome  human  figures,  that  do  no  diferedit  to  the  artifl;  with 
an  infeription  in  Spanilh,  to  commemorate  the  occafion  of 
the  ere&ion;  and  the  date. 

Friday  r.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  2d,  four  of  us  hired  mules  to  ride 
to  the  city  of  Laguna  *,  fo  called  from  an  adjoining  lake, 
about  four  miles  from  Santa  Cruz.  We  arrived  there  be- 
tween five  and  fix  in' the  evening ; but  found  a fight  of  it 
very  unable  to  compenfate  for  our  trouble,  as  the  road  was 
very  bad,  and  the  mules  but  indifferent.  The  place  is,  in- 
deed, pretty  extenfive,  but  fcarcely  deferves  to  be  dignified 
with  the  name  of  City.  The  difpofition  of  its  ftreets  is  very 
irregular ; yet  fome  of  them  arc  of  a tolerable  breadth,  and 
have  fome  good  houfes.  In  general,  however.  Laguna  is 
inferior  in  appearance  to  Santa  Cruz,  though  the  latter  is 
but  fmall,  if  compared  with  the  former.  We  were  inform- 
ed, likewife,  that  Laguna  is  declining  fall ; there  being,  at 

• Its  extended  name  is  St.  Chritlobal  dc  la  Laguna;  and  it  ufed  to  be  reckoned  the 
capital  of  the  ifland,  the  gentry  and  lawyers  living  there;  though  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral of  the  Canary  ifland*  rehdes  at  Santa  Cruz,  as  being  the  center  of  their  trade, 
both  with  Europe  and  America.  See  (Jim's  HJl,  p.248. 
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prefcnt,  fome  vineyards  where  houfes  formerly  flood } a'7^ 

whereas  Santa  Cruz  is  encrcafing  daily.  ' — v — > 

The  road  leading  from  Santa  Cruz  to  Laguna  runs  up 
a fteep  hill,  which  is  very  barren ; but,  lower  down,  wc 
faw  fome  fig-trees,  and  feveral  corn  fields.  Thefe  arc  but 
fmall,  and  not  thrown  into  ridges,  as  is  praftifed  in  Englahd. 

Nor  does  it  appear  that  they  can  raife  any  corn  here  without 
great  labour,  as  the  ground  is  fo  encumbered  with  ftoncs, 
that  they  are  obliged  to  collect  and  lay  them  in  broad  rows, 
or  walls,  at  fmall  diftanccs.  The  large  hills  that  run  to  the 
South-weft,  appeared  to  be  pretty  well  furniflied  with 
trees.  Nothing  clfc  worth  noticing  prefented  itfelf  during 
this  excurfion,  except  a few  aloe  plants  in  flower,  near  the 
fide  of  the  road,  and  the  chccrfulncfs  of  our  guides,  who 
a mu  fed  us  with  fongs  by  the  way. 

Mod  of  the  laborious  work  in  this  ifland  is  performed 
by  mules;  horfes  being  to  appearance  fcarce,  and  chiefly 
referved  for  the  ufe  of  the  officers.  They  are  of  a fmall 
fize,  but  well  fliaped  and  fpirited.  Oxen  are  alfo  employed 
to  drag  their  calks  along  upon  a large  clumfy  piece  of  wood; 
and  they  are  yoked  by  the  head  ; though  it  doth  not  feem 
that  this  has  any  peculiar  advantage  over  our  method  of 
fixing  the  liarncfs  on  the  ffioulders.  In  my  walks  and  ex- 
curfions  I faw  fome  hawks,  parrots,  which  arc  natives  of  the 
ifland,  the  fea  fwallow  or  tern,  fca  gulls,  partridges,  wag- 
tails, fwallows,  martins,  blackbirds,  and  Canary-birds  in 
large  flocks.  There  are  alfo  lizards  of  the  common,  and 
another  fort;  fome  infeefts,  as  locufts;  and  three  or  four  forts 
of  dragon  flies. 

I had  an  opportunity  of  converfing  with  a fenfible  and 
well-informed  gentleman  refiding  here,  and  whofe  veracity 
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•776-  I have  not  the  leaf!  rcafon  to  doubt.  From  him  I learnt 

Augult. 

v — * fome  particulars,  which,  during  the  fliort  flay  of  three  days, 
did  not  fall  within  myownobfervation.  lie  informed  me,  that 
a Ihrub  is  common  here,  agreeing  exaiftly  with  the  defcrip- 
tion  given  by  Tournefort  and  Linnaius,  of  the  tea  Jbrnb,  as 
growing  in  China  and  Japan.  It  is  reckoned  a weed,  and 
he  roots  cut  thoufands  of  them  every  year,  from  his  vine- 
yards. The  Spaniards,  however,  of  the  iiland,  fometimes 
ufe  it  as  tea,  and  afcribe  to  it  all  the  qualities  of  that  im- 
ported from  China.  They  alfo  give  it  the  name  of  tea  ; but 
what  is  remarkable,  they  fay  it  was  found  here  when  the 
iflands  were  firll  difeovered. 

Another  botanical  curiofity,  mentioned  by  him,  is  what 
they  call  the  impregnated  lemon  *.  It  is  a perfect  and  diftinft 
lemon,  inclofed  within  another,  differing  from  the  outer 
one  only  in  being  a little  more  globular.  The  leaves  of  the 
tree  that  produces  this  fort,  are  much  longer  than  thofe  of 
the  common  one;  and  it  was  reprefented  to  me  as  being 
crooked,  and  not  equal  in  beauty. 

From  him  I learnt  alfo,  that  a certain  fort  of  grape  grow- 
ing here,  is  reckoned  an  excellent  remedy  in  phthiftcal 
complaints.  And  the  air  and  climate,  in  general,  are  re- 
markably healthful,  and  particularly  adapted  to  give  relief 
in  fuch  difeafes.  This  he  endeavoured  to  account  for,  by 
its  being  always  in  one’s  .power  to  procure  a different  tem- 
perature of  the  air,  by  refiding  at  different  heights  in  the 
iiland  ; and  he  expreffed  his  furprize  that  the  Englilh  phy- 
ficians  fhould  never  have  thought  of  fending  their  con- 
fumptive  patients  to  Teneriffe,  inftcad  of  Nice  or  Lilbon. 

• The  Writer  of  the  Relation  tfT’entriffti  in  Sprat's  Hijlory , p.  207,  takes  notice 
of  this  lemon  as  produced  here,  and  calls  it  Pregnada.  Probably,  tmfrtnaada , the  Spa- 
niCi  word  for  imprfgnated,  is  the  name  it  goes  by. 
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How  much  the  temperature  of  the  air  varies  here,  I myfelf  A'nyjf,i. 

could  fenfiby  perceive,  only  in  riding  from  Santa  Cruz  up  to  < . > 

Laguna ; and  you  may  afeend  till  the  cold  becomes  intole- 
rable. I was  allured  that  no  perfon  can  live  comfortably 
within  a mile  of  the  perpendicular  height  of  the  Pic,  after 
the  month  of  Augull  *. 

Although  fome  fmoke  conftantly  ilTucs  from  near  the 
top  of  the  Pic,  they  have  had  no  earthquake  or  eruption  of 
a volcano  fince  1704,  when  the  port  of  Garrachica,  where 
much  of  their  trade  was  formerly  carried  on,  was  deftroy- 
ed  f. 

Their  trade,  indeed,  mull  be  confidcrcd  as  very  confider- 
able  ; for  they  reckon  that  forty  thoufand  pipes  of  wine  are 
annually  made;  the  greateft  part  of  which  is  either  con- 
fumed  in  the  ifland,  or  made  into  brandy,  and  fent  to  the 
Spanifh  Weft  Indies  J.  About  fix  thoufand  pipes  were  ex- 
ported every  year  to  North  America,  while  the  trade  with  it 

• This  agrees  with  Dr.  T.  Hcbcrden’s  account,  who  fays  that  the  fugar-loaf  part 
of  the  mountain,  or  la  pericofa  (as  it  is  called),  which  is  an  eighth  part  of  a league  (or 
1980  feet)  to  the  top,  is  covered  with  fnaw  the  great ejl  part  of  the  year.  See  Pbilofo- 
phical  T mnfatlions,  as  quoted  above. 

f This  port  was  then  filled  up  by  the  rivers  of  burning  lava  that  flowed  into  it  from 
a volcano ; infomuch  that  houfes  arc  now  built  where  fliips  formerly  lay  at  anchor. 

Sec  Glas's  Hijt.  p.  244. 

t Glat,  p.  342,  fays,  that  they  annually  export  no  lefs  than  fifteen  thoufand  pipes 
of  wine  and  brandy.  In  another  place,  p.  252,  he  tells  us,  that  the  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Tcncriffc,  when  the  laft  account  was  taken,  was  no  lefs  than  96,000. 

We  may  rcafonsbly  fuppofe  that  there  hns  been  a confidcrablc  increafe  of  population 
ftr.ee  Glas  vifited  the  ifland,  which  is  above  thirty  years  ago,  'I  he  quantity  of  wine 
annually  confumed,  as  the  common  beverage  of  at  Icaft  one  hundred  thoufand  perfons, 
muft  amount  to  fcvcral  thoufand  pipes.  There  inuft  be  a vaft  cx|»enditure  of  it,  by 
convcrfion  into  brandy  ; to  produce  one  pipe  of  which,  five  or  fix  pipes  of  wine  muft 
be  diftillcd.  An  attention  to  thefe  particulars  will  enable  every  one  to  judge,  that  the 
account  given  to  Mr.  Andcrfon,  of  an  annual  produce  of  40,000  pipes  of  wine,  has  a 
foundation  in  truth. 

E 2 was 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  TO 


S8 

a'77*j  was  uninterrupted;  at  prcfcnt,  they  think  not  above  half 
v — -t— < the  quantity.  The  corn  they  raife  is,  in  general,  infuffi- 
cient  to  maintain  the  inhabitants ; but  the  deficiency  ufed 
to  be  fupplied  by  importation  from  the  North  Americans, 
who  took  their  wines  in  return. 

They  make  a little  filk ; but  unlefs  we  reckon  the  filtcr- 
ing-ftones,  brought  in  great  numbers  from  Grand  Canary, 
the  wine  is  the  only  confiderable  article  of  the  foreign  com- 
< mercc  of  Teneriffc. 

None  of  the  race  of  inhabitants  found  here  when  the  Spa- 
niards difeovered  the  Canaries  now  remain  a difiintfl  peo- 
ple *,  having  intermarried  with  the  Spanifli  fettlcrs ; but 
, their  descendants  are  known,  from  their  being  remarkably 
tall,  large-boned,  and  ftrong.  The  men  are,  in  general,  of 
a tawny  colour,  and  the  women  have  a pale  complexion, 
entirely  ddlitute  of  that  bloom  which  diftinguiilies  our 
Northern  beauties.  The  Spanifli  cuftom  of  wearing  black 
clothes  continues  among!!  thcyi\  but  the  men  feem  more 
indifferent  about  this,  and,  in  fome  mcafure,  drefs  like  the 
French.  In  other  refpedls,  we  found  the  inhabitants  of 
Teneriffc  to  be  a decent  and  very  civil  people,  retaining  that 
grave  caft  which  diftinguifhes  thofe  of  their  country  from 
other  European  nations.  Although  we  do  not  think  that 
v there  is  a great  fimilarity  between  our  manners  and  thofe  of 
the  Spaniards,  it  is  worth  obferving,  that  Omai  did  not 
think  there  was  much  difference.  He  only  faid,  that  they 
feemed  not  fo  friendly  as  the  Englifli;  and  that,  in  their 
perfons,  they  approached  thofe  of  his  countrymen.” 

* It  wasotherwife  in  Glas’s  time,  when  a few  families  of  the  Guanchts  (as  they  are 
called)  remained  ftill  in  Teneriffc,  not  blended  with  the  Spaniards,  Glas,  p.  240. 
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CHAP.  III. 

Departure  from  Tenerife. — Danger  of  the  Ship  near  Bo- 
tiavijia. — IJle  of  Mayo. — Port  Pray  a. — Precautions 
againfl  the  Rain  and  fultry  Weather  in  the  Neighbour- 
hood of  the  Etpuator. — Pofition  of  the  Coaji  of  Brazil. — 

Arrival  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. — TranfaElicns  there. 

— y unci  ion  of  the  Difcovery. — Mr.  Anderfons  fauney 
up  the  Country. — Aflronomical  Obfervations. — Nautical 
Remarks  on  the  Paffage  from  England  to  the  Capey  with 
regard  to  the  Currents  and  the  V ariation. 

HAVING  completed  our  water,  and  got  on  board  every  i'77s. 

other  thing  we  wanted  at  TenerilFe,  we  weighed  an-  . A“8“a-  J 
chor  on  the  4th  of  Auguft,  and  proceeded  on  our  voyage,  Sunday 
with  a fine  gale  at  North  Eaft. 

At  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening  on  the  10th  *,  we  faw  the  Saturday  i«. 
itland  of  Bonavilla  bearing  South,  diftant  little  more  than  a . . 
league ; though,  at  this  time,  we  thought  ourfelves  much 
farther  off ; but  this  proved  a miflake.  For,  after  hauling 
to  the  Eaftward  till  twelve  o’clock,  to  clear  the  funken  rocks 
that  lie  about  a league  from  the  South  Eaft  point  of  the 
ifland,  we  found  ourfelves,  at  that  time,  clofe  upon  them, 

* As  a proof  of  Capta':i  Cook’s  attention,  both  to  the  difcipline  and  to  the  health 
of  his  (hip’s  company,  it  may  be  worth  while  to  obferve  here,  that  it  appears  from  his 
log-book,  he  txercifed  them  at  great  gum  and  fmall  arn:st  and  cleared  and  fnslcd  the  /kip 
Itlnudecksy  twice  in  the  interval  between  the  4th  and  the  loth  of  Auguft. 
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•77*;  and  did  but  juft  weather  the  breakers.  Our  fituation,  for  a 

Augult. 

< — t few  minutes,  was  very  alarming.  I did  not  chufe  to  found, 

as  that  might  have  heightened  the  danger,  without  any 
poflibility  of  leflening  it.  I make  the  North  end  of  the 
iftand  of  Bonavifta  to  lie  in  the  latitude  of  \b°  17'  North,  and 
in  the  longitude  of  22°  59'  Weft. 

Sunday  11.  As  foon  as  we  were  clear  of  the  rocks,  we  ftcered  South 
South  Weft,  till  day-break  next  morning,  and  then  hauled 
to  the  Weftward,  to  go  between  Bonavifta  and  the  ifle  of 
Mayo,  intending  to  look  into  Port  Praya  for  the  Difcovery, 
as  1 had  told  Captain  Clerke  that  I Ihould  touch  there,  and 
did  not  know  how  foon  he  might  fail  after  me.  At  one  in 
the  afternoon,  we  faw  the  rocks  that  lie  on  the  South  Weft 
fide  of  Bonavifta,  bearing  South  Eaft,  diftant  three  or  four 
leagues. 

Next  morning,  at  fix  o’clock,  the  ifle  of  Mayo  bore  South 

Monday  u.  South  Paft,  diftant  about  five  leagues.  In  this  fituation  we 
founded,  and  found  ground  at  fixty  fathoms.  At  the  fame 
time  the  variation,  by  the  mean  of  feveral  azimuths  taken 
with  three  different  compafles,  was  9"  32?.'  Weft.  At  eleven 
o’clock,  one  extreme  of  Mayo  bore  Eaft  by  North,  and  the  other 
South  Eaft  by  South.  In  this  pofition,  two  roundifh  hills 
appeared  near  its  North  Eaft  part;  farther  on,  a large  and 
higher  hill;  and,  at  about  two-thirds  of  its  length,  a Gngle 
one  that  is  peaked.  At  the  diftance  we  now  faw  this  illand, 
which  was  three  or  four  miles,  there  was  not  the  leal!  ap- 
pearance of  vegetation,  nor  any  relief  to  the  eye  from  that 
lifelcfs  brown  which  prevails  in  countries  under  the  Torrid 
Zone  that  arc  unwooiied. 

Here  I cannot  help  remarking  that  Mr.  Nichelfon,  in  his 
Preface  to  Sundry  Remarks  and  Objervctms  made  in  a Voyage  to 
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the  Eaft  Indies  *,  tells  us,  that  “ with  eight  degrees  Weft  va- 
“ riation,  or  any  thing’abovc  that,  you  may  venture  to  fail  < — v — 
“ by  the  Cape  de  Verde  Iftands  night  or  day,  being  well 
•*  allured,  with  that  variation,  that  you  are  to  the  Eaftward 
“ of  them.”  Such  an  aflertion  might  prove  of  dangerous 
confequence,  were  there  any  that  would  implicitly  truft  to 
it.  We  alfo  tried  the  current,  and  found  one  fetting  South 
Weft  by  Weft,  lbmething  more  than  half  a mile  an  hour. 

We  had  reafon  to  expert  this,  from  the  differences  between 
the  longitude  given  by  the  watch  and  dead  reckoning,  which, 
fince  our  leaving  Tcneriffe,  amounted  to  one  degree. 

While  we  were  amongft  thefe  iftands  we  had  light 
breezes  of  wind,  varying  from  the  South  Eaft  to  Eaft,  and 
fome  calms.  This  Ihews  that  the  Cape  de  Verde  Iftands  are 
cither  cxtenGve  enough  to  break  the  current  of  the  trade 
wind,  or  that  they  are  fituated  juft  beyond  its  verge,  in  that 
fpace  where  the  variable  winds,  found  on  getting  near  the 
line,  begin.  The  firft  l'uppolition,  however,  is  the  moft 
probable,  as  Dam  pier  j-  found  the  wind  weftcrlyhcre  in  the 
month  of  February ; at  which  time  the  trade  wind  is  fup- 
pofed  to  extend  fartheft  towards  the  equinoiflial.  The  wea- 
ther was  hot  and  fultry,  with  fomc  rain  ; and,  for  the  moft 
part,  a dull  whitenefs  prevailed  in  the  Iky,  that  feems  a 
medium  between  fog  and  clouds.  In  general,  the  tropical 
regions  feldom  enjoy  that  clear  atmofphere  obfervablc 
where  variable  winds  blow  ■,  nor  does  the  fun  fhinc  with 
fuch  brightnefs.  This  circumllance,  however,  feems  an 
advantage ; for  otherwife,  perhaps,  the  rays  of  the  fun, 
being  uninterrupted,  would  render  the  heat  quite  unfup- 

♦ On  board  his  Majcfty’s  {hip  Elizabeth,  from  1758  to  1764  j by  William  Ni» 
cbelfon,  Mailer  of  the  faid  Ship.  London,  1773.. 

t Dampier’s  Voyages,  VoL  iii.  p.  10* 
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Aug7*!  portable.  The  nights  arc,  neverthelcfs,  often  clear  and 
« — v > ferenc. 

Tutrdny  if.  At  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  13th,  we  arrived 
before  Port  Praya,  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Jago,  where  we  faw 
two  Dutch  Eaft  India  fhips,  and  a fmall  brigantine  at  an- 
chor. As  the  Difcovery  was  not  there,  and  we  had  expended' 
but  little  water  in  our  paflage  from  Tcnerific,  I did  not 
think  proper  to  go  in,  but  Hood  to  the  Southward.  Some 
altitudes  of  the  Sun  were  now  taken,  to  afeertain  the  true 
time.  The  longitude  by  the  watch,  deduced  therefrom,  was 
23“  48'  Weft;  the  little  ifland  in  the  bay  bore  Weft  North 
Weft,  diftant  near  three  miles,  which  will  make  its  longi- 
tude 23°  5 1'.  The  fame  watch,  on  my  late  voyage,  made 
the  longitude  to  be  23°  30'  Weft;  and  we  obferved  the  lati- 
tude to  be  14'  53'  30"  North. 

Wcdnef.  14.  The  day  after  we  left  the  Cape  dc  Verde  Iflands,  we  loft  the 
North  Eaft  trade  wind ; but  did  not  get  that  which  blows 
Friday  30.  from  the  South  Eaft  till  the  30th,  when  we  were  in  the  lati- 
tude of  2°  North,  and  in  the  twenty-fifth  degree  of  Weft 
longitude. 

During  this  interval  *,  the  wind  was  moftly  in  the  South 
Weft  quarter.  Sometimes  it  blew  frefli,  and  in  fqualls;  but 
for  the  moft  part  a gentle  breeze.  The  calms  were  few, 
and  of  fhort  duration.  Between  the  latitude  of  120  and  of 
7°  North,  the  weather  was  generally  dark  and  gloomy, 

• On  the  18th,  I funk  a bucket  with  a thermometer  feventy  fathoms  below  the 
furfacc  of  the  fca,  where  it  remained  two  minutes  ; and  it  took  three  minutes  more  to 
haul  it  up.  The  mercury  in  the  thermometer  was  at  66,  which  before,  in  the  air, 
ftood  at  78,  and  in  the  furface  of  the  fca  at  79.  The  water  which  came  up  in  the 
bucket  contained,  by  Mr.  Cavendifli’s  table,  S,  7 part  fait;  and  that  at  the  furface 
of  the  fca  1^,  4.  As  this^aft  was  taken  up  after  a fmart  fhower  of  rain,  it  might  be 
lighter  on  that  account.  Captain  Ccek'i  lag- lack. 
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•with  frequent  rains,  which  enabled  us  to  fave  as  much  wa- 
ter as  filled  moft  of  our  empty  calks. 


I776. 
Aug  mi. 


Thcfe  rains,  and  the  clofe  fultry  weather  accompanying 
them,  too  often  bring  on  fickncfs  in  this  palTage.  Every 
bad  confequence,  at  lead,  is  to  be  apprehended  from  them  ; 
and  commanders  of  drips  cannot  be  too  much  upon  their 
guard,  by  purifying  the  air  between  decks  with  fires  and 
fmoke,  and  by  obliging  the  people  to  dry  their  clothes  at 
every  opportunity.  Thefc  precautions  were  conflantly  ob- 
ferved  on  board  the  Refolution  * and  Difcovery ; and  we 
certainly  profited  by  them,  for  we  had  now  fewer  fick  than 
on  either  of  my  former  voyages.  We  had,  however,  the 
mortification  to  find  our  diip  exceedingly  leaky  in  all  her 
upper  works.  The  hot  and  fultry  weather  we  had  juft 
paded  through,  had  opened  her  fcams,  which  had  been 
badly  caulked  at  firft,  fo  wide,  that  they  admitted  the  rain 
water  through  as  it  fell.  There  was  hardly  a man  that 
could  lie  dry  in  his  bed  ; and  the  officers  in  the  gun-room 
were  all  driven  out  of  their  cabbins,  by  the  water  that  came 
through  the  fides.  The  fails  in  the  fail-room  got  wet ; and 
before  we  had  weather  to  dry  them,  many  of  them  were 
much  damaged,  and  a great  expence  of  canvas  and  of  time 
became  necefTary  to  make  them  in  fome  degree  ferviccablc. 
Having  experienced  the  fame  defedt  in  our  fail- rooms  on 
my  late  voyage,  it  had  been  reprefented  to  the  yard  officers, 
who  undertook  to  remove  it.  But  it  did  not  appear  to  me 
that  any  thing  had  been  done  to  remedy  the  complaint. 

• The  particulars  are  mentioned  in  his  log-book.  On  die  14th  of  Auguft,  a fire 
was  made  in  the  well,  to  air  the  {hip  below.  On  the  15th,  the  fpare  fails  were  aired 
upon  deck,  and  a fire  made  to  air  the  fail-room.  On  the  17th,  cleaned  and  fmoked 
betwixt  decks,  and  the  bread-room  aired  with  fires.  On  the  21ft,  cleaned  and  fmoked 
betwixt  decks ; and  on  the  22d,  the  men's  bedding  was  fpread  on  deck  to  air. 

Vo l.  I.  F To 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  TO 


To  repair  thefe  defers  the  caulkers  were  fet  to  work,  as 
foon  as  we  got  into  fair  fettled  weather,  to  caulk  the  decks 
and  infide  weather- works  of  the  fliip;  for  I would  not  trull 
them  over  the  Gdes  while  we  were  at  fca. 

On  the  firfl  of  September  * we  crofted  the  Equator,  in  the 
longitude  of  27*  38'  Weft,  with  a fine  gale  at  South  Eaft  by 
South  ; and  notwithftanding  my  apprehenfions  of  falling  in 
with  the  coaft  of  Brazil  in  ftretching  to  the  South  Weft,  I 
kept  the  fthp  a full  point  from  the  wind.  However,  I 
found  my  fears  were  ill-grounded  for  on  drawing  near 
that  coaft,  we  met  with  the  wind  more  and  more  caftcrly  s 
fo  that,  by  the  time  we  were  in  the  latitude  of  10°  South, 
we  could  make  a South  Eafterly  courfe  good. 

On  the  8th,  wc  were  in  the  latitude  of  8*  57'  South  j which 
is  a little  to  the  Southward  of  Cape  St.  Auguftine,  on  the 
coaft  of  Brafil.  Our  longitude,  deduced  from  a very  great 
number  of  lunar  obfervations,  was  34°  16'  Weft  j and  by  the 

• The  afternoon,  as  appears  from  Mr.  Andcrfon’s  Journal,  was  fpent  in  perform- 
ing the  old  and  ridiculous  ceremony  of  ducking  thofc  who  had  not  croflcd  the  Equator 
before.  Though  Captain  Cook  did  not  fupprefs  the  cuftom,  he  thought  it  too  trifling 
to  deferve  the  Icaft  mention  of  it  in  his  Journal,  or  even  in  his  log-book.  Pernetty, 
the  Writer  of  Bougainville’s  Voyage  to  the  Falkland  Iilands,  in  1763  and  1764* 
thought  differently  j for  his  account  of  the  celebration  of  this  childifh  fcllival  on  board 
bis  fliip,  is  extended  through  feventocn  pages,  and  makes  the  fubjc&  of  an  entire  chap- 
ter, under  the  title  of  Baptimt  de  la  Lignr. 

It  may  be  worth  while  to  tranferibe  his  introduction  to  the  description  of  it.  - 44  C’c’fr 
44  un  ufage  qui  nc  remonte  pas  plus  haut  que  ce  voyage  celebrcde  Gama,  qui  a fourni 
44  au  Carmens  !c  fujet  dc  la  Luliade.  • L’Idec  qu’on  ne  f^auroit  etre  un  bon  marin, 
44  fans  avoir  traverfe  I’Equatcur,  I’cnnui  infeparahlc  d’une  longue  navigation,  un  cer- 
“ tain  cfprit  rcpublicain  qui  rcgr.e  dans  tomes  les  petiles  focietcs,  peut-etre  toutes  ces 
“ caufes  reunics,  on  pu  donr.er  naiflancc  a ccs  cfpcccs  de  fatumalcs.  Quoiqu’il  en  foit, 
44  elles  furent  adoptees,  en  un  inftant,  dans  toutes  les  nations,  & les  homines  les  plus 
44  cclaires  furent  obliges  de  fe  foumettre  a une  coutume  dont  ils  reconnotlTbicnt  I’ab- 
44  furditc.  Car,  partout,  tics  que  le  pcuple  parle,  it  fuut  que  le  f.igc  fc  mette  a Tunifon.’* 
HijhiU  (Tun  Vtyage  aux  If. a AlaUuines9  p.  107,  icB* 
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watch,  34’ 47'.  The  former  is  1*  43',  and  the  latter  2°  14'  S€”ej3j<r- 

more  Wedcrly  than  the  ifland  of  Fernando  de  Noronha,  the  

flotation  of  which  was  pretty  well  determined  daring  my  late 
voyage  *.  Hence  I concluded  that  we  could  not  now  be 
farther  from  the  continent  than  twenty  or  thirty  leagues  at 
mod ; and  perhaps  not  much  lefs,  as  we  neither  had  found- 
ings, nor  any  other  figns  of  land.  Dr.  Halley,  however,  in 
his  voyage,  publilhed  by  Mr.  Dalrymple,  tells  us  +•  that  be 
made  no  more  than  one  hundred  and  two  miles,  meridian  dftancc , from 
the  ifland  [Fernando  de  Noronha]  to  the  coafl  of  Braftl-,  and 
feems  to  think  that  currents  could  not  be  the  whole  cauf  of  his 
making  fo  little.  But  I rather  think  that  he  was  miflaken, 
and  that  the  currents  had  hurried  him  far  to  the  Wedward 
of  his  intended  courfe.  This  was,  in  fomc  mcafure,  con- 
firmed by  our  own  obfervations ; for  we  had  found,  during 
three  or  four  days  preceding  the  8th,  that  the  currents  fet 
to  the  Wedward;  and,  during  the  lad  twenty-four  hours, 
it  had  fet  drong  to  the  Northward,  as  we  experienced  a dif- 
ference of  twenty  nine  miles  between  our  obferved  latitude 
and  that  by  dead  reckoning.  Upon  the  whole,  till  fome 
better  adronomical  obfervations  are  made  on  flrore  on  the 
Eadern  coad  of  Braftl,  I Ihall  conclude  that  its  longitude  is 
thirty-five  degrees  and  a half,  or  thirty-fix  degrees  Wed,  at 
mod. 

We  proceeded  on  our  voyage,  without  meeting  with  any  ottobw. 
thing  of  note,  till  the  6th  of  (Xdober.  Being  then  in  the  s.tui»y6. 
latitude  of  35°  15'  South,  longitude  7*  /.$'  Weft,  we  met  with 
light  airs  and  calms  by  turns,  for  three  days  fucceflivcly. 

We  had,  for  fomc  days  before,  fecn  albatrolles,  pintadoes, 
and  other  petrels ; and  here  we  faw  three  penguins,  which 

# See  Cook's  Voyage,  Vol.  II.  p.  278.  t P.  ill 
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occafioned  us  to  found ; but  wc  found  no  ground  with  a line 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms.  Wc  put  a boat  in  the 
water,  and  (hot  a few  birds ; one  of  which  was  a black  pe- 
trel, about  the  fize  of  a crow,  and,  except  as  to  the  bill  and 
feet,  very  like  one.  It  had  a few  white  feathers  under  the 
throat;  and  the  undcr-fide  of  the  quill-feathers  were  of  an 
afli-colour.  All  the  other  feathers  were  jet  black,  as  alio 
the  bill  and  legs. 

ToeHayS.  On  the  8th,  in  the  evening,  one  of  thofe  birds  which 
failors  call  noddies,  fettled  on  our  rigging,  and  wis  caught. 
It  was  fomcthing  larger  than  an  Englilh  black-bird,  and 
nearly  as  black,  except  the  upper  part  of  the  head,  which 
was  white,  looking  as  if  it  were  powdered ; the  whitell  fea- 
thers growing  out  from  the  bale  of  the  upper  bill,  from 
which  they  gradually  afliimed  a darker  colour,  to  about  the 
middle  of  the  upper  part  of  the  neck,  where  the  white  fhade 
was  loft  in  the  black,  without  being  divided  by  any  line. 
It  was  web-footed ; had  black  legs  and  a black  bill,  which 
was  long,  and  not  unlike  that  of  a curlew.  It  is  faid  thcfe- 
“birds  never  fly  far  from  land.  We  knew  of  none  nearer  the 
ftation  wc  were  in,  than  Gough’s  or  Richmond  Ifland,  from 
which  our  diftance  could  not  be  lcfs  than  one  hundred 
leagues.  Rut  it  rnuft  be  obferved  that  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
to  the  Southward  of  this  latitude,  has  been  but  little  fre- 
quented ; fo  that  there  may  be  more  iflands  there  than  we 
are  acquainted  with. 

We  frequently,  in  the  night,  faw  thofe  luminous  marine 
animals  mentioned  and  defcribed  in  my  firft  voyage  *. 
Some  of  them  feemed  to  be  confidcrably  larger  than  any  I 

* See  Hawkefwoi  th's  Collection  of  Voyages,  Vol.  II.  p.  15. 
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had  before  met  with;  and  fomeiimes  they  were  fo  numc-  ollur. 
rous,  that  hundreds  were  vifible  at  the  fame  moment.  ' — »- — » 

This  calm  weather  was  fuccecded  by  a frefli  gale  from 
the  North  Well,  which  lafted  two  days.  Then  we  had 
again  variable  light  airs  for  about  twenty-four  hours;  when 
the  North  Weft  wind  returned,  and  blew  with  fuch  ftrength, 
that  on  the  17th  we  had  fight  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ; ThurfJayiy. 
and  the  next  day  anchored  in  Table  Hay,  in  four  fathoms  Friday  is. 
water,  with  the  church  bearing  South  Weft  d.  South,  and 
Green  Point  North  Weft  ± Weft. 

As  foon  as  we  had  received  the  ufual  vifit  from  the  Mailer 
Attendant  and  the  Surgeon,  I fent  an  officer  to  wait  on  Ba- 
ron Plettenbcrg,  the  Governor;  and,  on  his  return,  falutcd 
the  garrifon  with  thirteen  guns,  which  compliment  was 
returned  with  the  fame  number. 

We  found  in  the  bay  two  French  Eaft  India  Ships;  the 
one  outward,  and  the  other  homeward  bound.  And  two  or 
three  days  before  our  arrival,  another  homeward  bound 
ffiip  of  the  fame  nation  had  parted  from  her  cable,  and  been 
driven  on  fliore  at  the  head  of  the  bay,  where  fire  was  loft. 

The  crew  were  laved;  but  the  greateft  part  of  the  cargo 
Ihared  the  fame  fate  with  the  fhip,  or  (which  amounted  to 
the  lame)  was  plundered  and  ftolen  by  the  inhabitants, 
either  out  of  the  Ihip,  or  as  it  was  driven  or  carried  on 
fliore.  This  is  the  account  the  French  officers  gave  to  me;  • 
and  the  Hutch  themfelves  could  not  deny  the  fact.  Bur,  by 
way  of  excufmg  themfelves  from  being  guilty  of  a crime 
disgraceful  to  every  civilized  ftate,  they  endeavoured  to  lay 
the  whole  blame  on  tire  French  Captain,  for  not  applying 
in  time  fer  a guard. 

As 
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cwoher  As  ^°°n  as  wc  'iac*  fluted,  * wcnt  on  fhore,  accompanied 

t — -v — t by  fome  of  my  officers,  and  waited  on  the  Governor,  the  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  the  Fifcal,  and  the  Commander  of  the  troops. 
Thcfe  gentlemen  received  me  with  the  grcatcfl  civility  ■,  and 
the  Governor,  in  particular,  promifcd  me  every  affitlancc 
that  the  place  afforded  At  the  fame  time  1 obtained  his 
leave  to  fet  up  our  obfcrvatory  on  any  fpot  1 fhould  think 
molt  convenient;  to  pitch  tents  for  the  failmakers  and  coo- 
pers ; and  to  bring  the  cattle  on  fhorc,  to  graze  near  our 
encampment.  Before  1 returned  on  board,  I ordered  foft 
bread,  frefh  meat,  and  greens,  to  be  provided,  every  day,  for 
the  fhip’s  company. 

Toerjjx  i«.  On  the  22d,  we  fet  up  the  tents  and  obfcrvatory,  and  be- 
gan to  fend  the  feveral  articles  out  of  the  fhip  which  I 
wanted  on  fhore.  This  could  not  be  done  fooner,  as  the 
militia  of  the  place  were  exercifing  on,  or  near,  the  ground 
which  we  were  to  occupy. 


Wcdncf.  23.  The  next  day,  we  began  to  obferve  equal  altitudes  of  the 
Sun,  in  order  to  afeertain  the  rate  of  the  watch,  or,  which 
is  the  fame  thing,  to  find  whether  it  had  altered  its  rate. 
Thefe  obfervations  were  continued  every  day,  whenever  the 
weather  would  permit,  till  the  time  of  our  departure  drew 
near.  But  before  this,  the  caulkers  had  been  fet  to  work 
to  caulk  the  fhip;  and  I had  concerted  meafurcs  with 
Meflrs.  Brandt  -and  Chiron,  for  fupplying  both  fhips  with 
fuch  provifions  as  1 fhould  want.  Bakers,  likewife,  had 
been  ordered,  immediately  after  our  arrival,  to  bake  fuch  a 
quantity  of  bread  as  I thought  would  be  requifitc.  s faff 
as  the  feveral  articles  defiined  for  the  Rcfolution  were  got 
ready,  they  were  carried  on  board. 
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On  the  26th,  the  French  fhip  failed  for  Europe,  and  by  0'^;r 

her,  wc  fcnt  letters  to  England.  The  next  day,  the  Hamp-  « > 

fit  ire  Eafl  India  fhip,  from  Bcncoolen,  anchored  in  the  bay,  Sunday  i/.6' 
and  falutcd  us  with  thirteen  guns,  which  we  returned  with 
eleven. 

Nothing  remarkable  happened  till  the  evening  of  the  31ft,  Thnrfday3i. 
when  it  came  on  to  blow  exceffively  hard  at  South  Eafl,  and 
continued  for  three  days ; during  which  time  there  was  no 
communication  between  the  fhip  and  the  fhore.  The  Re- 
folution  was  the  only  fhip  in  the  bay  that  rode  out  the  gale 
without  dragging  her  anchors.  Wc  felt  its  effects  as  fenfi- 
bly  on  fhore.  Our  tents  and  obfervatory  were  torn  to  pieces; 
and  our  agronomical  quadrant  narrowly  cfcaped  irreparable  November, 
damage.  On  the  3d  of  November  the  florin  ceafcd,  and  the  Sunday  j. 
next  day  we  refumed  our  different  employments. 

On  the  6th,  the  Hampfhire  India  fhip  failed  for  England.  Wcdnef.  6. 
In  her  I fent  home  an  invalid,  whom  Captain  Trimble  was 
fo  obliging  as  to  receive  on  board.  I was  afterwards  forry 
that  I had  not  availed  myfelf  of  this  opportunity  to  part 
with  two  or  three  more  of  my  crew,  who  were  troubled 
with  different  complaints ; but,  at  this  time,  there  was  fome 
hope  of  their  health  being  re-e(lablithed. 

In  the  morning  of  the  10th,  the  Difcovery  arrived  in  the  Sunday  10. 
bay.  Captain  Clcrke  informed  me  that  he  had  failed  from 
Plymouth  on  the  ill  of  Auguft,  and  fhould  have  been  with 
us  here  a week  fooner,  if  the  late  gale  of  wind  had  not 
blown  him  off  the  coaft.  Upon  the  whole,  he  was  feven 
days  longer  in  his  paffage  from  England  than  we  had  been. 

He  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  one  of  his  marines,  by  fall- 
ing over-board ; but  there  had  been  no  other  mortality 
amongfl  his  people,  and  they  now  arrived  well  and  healthy. 

Captain 
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Nc^-ni>cr  Captain  Clerkc  having  rcprcfcntcd  to  me  that  his  fliip  was 
in  want  of  caulking;  that  no  time  might  he  loft  in  repair- 
Mndayu.  ing  this  defect,  next  day  I fent  all  my  workmen  on  board 
her,  having  already  completed  this  fervice  on  board  the  Re- 
folution.  1 lent  every  other  afiiftancc  to  the  Captain  to  ex- 
pedite his  fupply  of  provifions  and  water,  having  given  him 
an  order  id  receive  on  board  as  much  of  both  articles  as  he 
could  conveniently  ftow.  I now  found  that  the  bakers  had 
failed  in  baking  the  bread  I had  ordered  for  the  Difcovcry. 
They  pretended  a want  of  flour;  but  the  truth  was,  they 
were  doubtful  of  her  coming,  and  did  not  care  to  begin, 
till  they  faw  her  at  anchor  in  the  bay. 

I have  before  made  mention  of  our  getting  our  cattle  on 
fhorc.  The  bull  and  two  cows,  with  their  calves,  were  fent 
to  graze  along  with  fome  other  cattle;  but  1 was  advifed  to 
keep  our  fheep,  fixteen  in  number,  clofe  to  our  tents,  where 
they  were  penned  up  every  night.  During  the  night  preccd- 
TiiorfJsy  14.  ing  the  1 4th,  fome  dogs  having  got  in  amongft  them,  forced 
them  out  of  the  pen,  killing  four,  .and  difperfing  the  reft. 
Six  of  them  were  recovered  the  next  day;  but  the  two  rams, 
and  two  of  the  fineft  ewes  in  the  whole  flock,  were  amongft. 
thofe  miffing,  llaron  Plettenberg  being  now  in  the  country, 
1 applied -to  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  Mr.  Hcmmy,  and  to 
the  Fifcal.  Both  tbefe  Gentlemen  promifed  to  ufc  their  en- 
deavours for  the  recovery  of  the  loft  fheep.  The  Dutch, 
we  know,  boaft  that  the  police  at  the  Cape  is  fo  carefully 
executed,  that  it  is  hardly  poffiblc  for  a Have,  with  all  his 
cunning  and  knowledge  of  thj  country,  to  effeffuate  his 
efcape.  Yet  my  fheep  evaded  all  the  vigilance  of  the  Fifcal's 
officers  and  people.  Flowever,  after  much  trouble  and  cx- 
pence,  by  employing  fome  of  the  meaneft  and  lowcft  fcoun- 
drcls  in  the  place  (who,  to  ufe  the  phrafe  of  the  perfon  who 
8 recommended 
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recommended  this  method  to  me,  would,  for  a ducatoon, 
cut  their  mailer’s  throat,  burn  the  houfe  over  his  head,  and  ' — * — 1 
burj'  him  and  the  whole  family  in  the  afhes),  I recovered 
them  all  but  the  two  ewes.  Of  thefc  I never  could  hear  the 
lead  tidings  ; and  I gave  over  all  enquiry  after  them,  when 
I was  told,  that  ftnee  I had  got  the  two  rams,  I might  think 
myfelf  very  well  off.  One  of  thefe,  however,  was  fo  much 
hurt  by  the  dogs,  that  there  was  reafon  to  believe  he  would 
never  recover. 

Mr.  Hemmy  very  obligingly  offered  to  make  up  this  lofs, 
by  giving  me  a Spanifh  ram,  out  of  fome  that  he  had  fent 
for  from  Lifbon.  But  I declined  the  offer,  under  a perfua- 
fion  that  it  would  anfwcr  my  purpofe  full  as  well,  to  take 
with  me  fome  of  the  Cape  rams : the  event  proved,  that  I 
was  under  a miffakc.  This  Gentleman  has  taken  fome 
pains  to  introduce  European  ffreep  at  the  Cape  ; but  his  en- 
deavours, as  he  told  me,  have  been  fruftrated  by  the  obfti- 
nacy  of  the  country  people,  who  hold  their  own  breed  in 
greater  eftimation,  on  account  of  their  large  tails,  of  the  fat 
of  which  they  fometimes  make  more  money  than  of  the 
whole  carcafs  bolides  * ; and  think  that  the  wool  of  Euro- 
pean flreep  will,  by  no  means,  make  up  for  their  deficiency 
in  this  refpedt.  Indeed,  I have  heard  fome  fenlible  men 
here  make  the  fame  obfervation.  And  there  feems  to  be 
foundation  for  it.  For,  admitting  that  European  fheep  were 

• “ The  mod  remarkable  thing  in  the  Cape  fheep,  is  the  length  and  thickncfs  of  their 
tails,  which  weigh  from  fifteen  to  twenty  pounds.  The  fat  is  not  fo  tallowifh  as  that 
of  European  mutton,  and  the  poorer  fort  ufc  it  for  butter.**  Kolbeni  Cape  of  Gad 
Hope  [Englifli  tranflation],  Vol.  II.  p.  65.  De  la  Caille,  who  finds  every  thing 
wrong  in  Kolbcn,  fays,  the  weight  of  the  tails  of  the  Cape  fheep  is  not  above  five  or 
fix  pounds.  Voyage  de  la  Caille , p.  343.  If  the  information  given  to  Captain  Conk, 
may  be  depended  upon,  it  will  prove  that,  in  this  inftancc  at  lcaft,  Kolben  is  unjutHy 
accufed  of  exaggeration. 

V01.  I.  G 10 


Digitized  by  Google 


42 


A VOYAGE  TO 


November  t0  Pro^ucc  wo°l  of  tlie  fame  quality  here  as  in  Europe, 
v— / which  experience  has  (hewn  not  to  be  the  cafe,  the  Dutch 
have  not  hands,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  fpare  for  the 
manufacturing  even  their  own  clothing.  It  is  certain  that, 
were  it  not  for  the  continual  importation  of  Haves,  this  fet- 
tlement  would  be  thinner  of  people  than  any  other  inha- 
bited part  of  the  world. 

While  the  (hips  were  getting  ready  for  the  profecution  of 
our  voyage,  fome  of  our  officers  made  an  excurlion  to  take 
a view  of  the  neighbouring  country.  Mr.  Andcrfon,  my 
Surgeon,  who  was  one  of  the  party,  gave  me  the  following 
relation  of  their  proceedings  * : 

Saturday  16.  “ On  the  1 6th,  in  the  forenoon,  I fet  out  in  a waggon, 

with  five  more,  to  take  a view  of  fome  part  of  the  country. 
We  eroded  the  large  plain  that  lies  to  the  EaHward  of  the 
town,  which  is  entirely  a white  find,  like  that  commonly 
found  on  beaches,  and  produces  only  heath,  and  other 
l'mall  plants  of  various  forts.  At  five  in  the  afternoon  we 
palled  a large  farm-lioufe,  with  fome  corn-fields,  and  pretty 
confiderablc  vineyards,  fituated  beyond  the  plain,  near  the 
foot  of  fome  low  hills,  where  the  foil  becomes  worth  culti- 
vating. Between  fix  and  feven  we  arrived  at  Stellenbolli, 
the  colony  next  to  that  of  the  Cape  for  its  importance. 

' The  village  docs  not  confift  of  more  than  thirty  houfes, 
and  Hands  at  the  foot  of  the  range  of  lofty  mountains, 

* In  the  Philofophical  Tran  factions,  Vol.lxvi.  p.  r OR  to  3 1 9,  isan  Atcsmt  tfThree 
Jeurntet/rom  the Cape into  the  Southern  Parttof  Afr'ua3  in  1772, 1773,  and  177+  ; 
bv  Mr.  Francis  Madbn,  who  had  been  font  from  England  for  tile  difeovery  of  new 
plants,  towards  the  improvement  of  the  Royal  Botanical  Garden  at  Kew.  Much 
curious  information  is  contained  in  Mr.  MafTon’s  account  of  thefe  journics.  M.  de 
Pages,  who  was  at  the  Cape  in  1773,  gives  fome  remarks  on  the  Bate  of  that  fo t tic— 
merit,  and  alfo  the  particulars  of  his  journey  from  I'alfc  Bay  to  the  Cape  Town,  Voyage 
trrr  U Pole  du  Sud3  p.  17  to  32. 

above 
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above  twenty  miles  to  the  Eaftward  of  the  Cape  Town.  The  '??6- 

. . . r , November, 

noulcs  arc  neat ; and,  with  the  advantage  of  a rivulet  which  » — « — 
runs  near,  and  the  (helter  of  fome  large  oaks,  planted  at  its 
lirft  fettling,  forms  what  may  be  called  a rural  profpect  in 
this  defert  country.  There  are  fome  vineyards  and  orchards 
about  the  place,  which,  from  their  thriving  appearance, 
feem  to  indicate  an  excellent  foil;  though,  perhaps,  they 
owe  much  to  climate,  as  the  air  here  has  an  uncommon 
ferenity. 

I employed  the  next  day  in  fearching  for  plants  and  in-  Su:>Jiy  17. 
lefts  about  Stellcnbofli,  but  had  little  fuccefs.  Few  plants 
tire  in  flower  here  at  this  fcafon,  and  infctfls  but  fcarce.  I 
examined  the  foil  in  feveral  places,  and  found  it  to  confifl 
of  yellowifh  clay,  mixed  with  a good  deal  of  fand.  The 
fides  of  the  low  hills,  which  appear  brown,  feem  to  be  con- 
ftituted  of  a fort  of  ilone  marie. 

\Vc  left  Stellcnbofli  next  morning,  and  foon  arrived  at  the  m-H~  ,», 
houfc  we  had  palled  on  Saturday ; the  owner  of  which,  Mr. 

Cloedcr,  had  fent  us  an  invitation,  the  evening  before,  to 
vifit  him.  This  Gentleman  entertained  us  with  the  greateft 
hofpitality,  and  in  a manner  very  different  from  what  we 
expected.  He  received  us  with  raufic;  and  a band  alfo 
played  while  we  were  at  dinner;  which,  confulering  the 
fituation  of  the  place,  might  be  reckoned  elegant.  He  ' 

{hewed  us  his  wine-cellars,  his  orchards,  and  vineyards;  all 
which,  I mull  own,  infpired  me  with  a wilh  to  know  in 
what  manner  thele  indullrious  people  could  create  fuch 
plenty,  in  a fpot  where,  I believe,  no  other  European  na- 
tion would  have  attempted  to  fettle. 

In  the  afternoon  we  croffed  the  country,  and  palled  a few 
plantations,  one  of  which  feemed  very  confulerable,  and  was 
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•77*  laid  out  in  a tadc  fomewhat  different  from  any  other  wc 

November.  _ . . , r . r . . . . 

> , - faw.  In  the  evening  we  arrived  at  a farm-home,  which  is 

the  firft  in  the  cultivated  traift  called  the  Pearl.  We  had,  at 
the  fame  time,  a view  of  Drakcndein,  the  third  colony  of 
this  country,  which  lies  along  by  the  foot  of  the  lofty  hills 
already  mentioned,  and  contains  feveral  farms  or  planta- 
tions, not  very  extenfive. 

TodUay  i9.  I went,  on  the  19th  in  the  forenoon,  in  qued  of  plants 
and  infers,  which  1 found  almod  as  fcarce  as  at  Stellcn- 
bolh  j but  I met  with  more  fhrubs  or  fmall  trees,  naturally 
produced,  in  the  valleys,  than  in  any  part  of  the  country  I 
had  hitherto  feen. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  went  to  fee  a done  of  a remarkable 
fize,  called  by  the  inhabitants  the  Tower  of  Babylon,  or 
the  Pearl  Diamond  *.  It  lies,  or  dands,  upon  the  top  of 
fomc  low  hills,  at  the  foot  of  which  our  farm-houfe  was 
fituated  ; and  though  the  road  to  it  is  neither  very  deep  nor 
rugged,  we  were  above  an  hour  and  a half  in  walking  to  it.. 
It  is  of  an  oblong  fliape,  rounded  on  the  top,  and  lies  nearly 
South  and  North.  The  Ead  and  Wed  fides  are  deep,  and  al- 

• In  the  Philofophtcal  Tranfaclions,  Vol.  Ixviii.  Part  I.  p.  102.  we  have  3 Letter 
from  Mr.  A inter  (on  to  Sir  John  Pringle,  deferibing  this  remarkable  hone.  The  ac- 
count fent  home  from  the  Cape,  ami  read  before  the  Royal  Society,  is  much  the  fame 
with  that  now  publiflicd,  but  rather  fuller.  In  particular,  he  tells  Sir  John,  that  he 
went  to  fee  it  at  Mr.  MaJJin't  dejirt , who,  probably,  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of* 
fufficicntly  examining  it  himfelf.  In  the  account  of  his  joumics,  above  referred  to, 
p.  270,  he  only  lays,  “ tktrt  art  tu re  large  foiid  rath  cn  the  PtrtI  Berg,  each  of  •which 
( tie  believes ) is  more  than  a mile  in  cireumfertnet  at  the  baft f and  upwards  of  two  hundred 
feet  high.  Their  furfacet  art  nearly  fmooth , without  chinb  or  fffnret  j and  they  art  found 
to  be  a fpetitl  of  granite , deferent  from  that  which  compcfet  the  neighbouring  mountains.** 

Mr.  Anderfon  having,  with  his  Letter  to  Sir  John  Pringle,  alfo  fent  home  a fpe- 
cimcn  of  the  rock,  it  was  examined  by  Sir  William  Hamilton,  whofe  opinion  is,  that 
M tbit  fngutar , immtnfe  fragment  of  granite , mojl  probably  hat  been  raifed  by  a volcanic 
explofton , or  feme  fuehenufe.**  See  his  Letter  to  Sir  John  Pringle,  annexed  to  Mr.  An- 
derfon’s,  in  tlic  Philofophical  Trutifadiom. 
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molt  perpendicular.  The  South  end  is  likewife  ftcep,  and  its  N|W^r 

greatctl  height  is  there;  from  whence  it  declines  gently  to  1 • 

the  North  part,  by  which  we  afcended  to  its  top,  and  had 
an  cxtenfive  view  of  the  whole  country. 

Its  circumference,  I think,  mull  be  at  leaft  half  a mile; 
as  it  took  us  above  half  an  hour  to  walk  round  it,  including 
every  allowance  for  the  bad  road,  and  flopping  a little.  At 
its  highcfl  part,  which  is  the  South  end,  comparing  it  with 
a known  objeft,  it  fcems  to  equal  the  dome  of  St.  Paul's 
chutTh.  It  is  one  uninterrupted  mafs  or  ftone,  if  we  except 
fome  Allures,  or  rather  impreflions,  not  above  three  or  four 
feet  deep,  and  a vein  which  runs  acrofs  near  its  North  end. 

It  is  of  that  fort  of  ftone  called,  by  Mineralogifts,  Saxum 
conglutinatum,  and  confifls  chiefly  of  pieces  of  coarfc  quartz 
and  glimmer,  held  together  by  a clayey  cement.  But  the  vein 
which  erodes  it,  though  of  the  fame  materials,  is  much  com- 
parer. This  vein  is  not  above  a foot  broad  or  thick;  and 
its  furface  is  cut  into  little  fquares  or  oblongs,  difpofed 
obliquely,  which  makes  it  look  like  the  remains  of  fome 
artificial  work.  But  I could  not  obferve  whether  it  pene- 
trated far  into  the  large  rock,  or  was  only  fuperficial.  Tn 
defeending,  we  found  at  its  foot  a very  rich  black  mould; 
and  on  the  fides  of  the  hills,  fome  trees  of  a conflderable 
fize,  natives  of  the  place,  which  arc  a fpecies  of  olea  *. 

In 

* It  is  ftrangc  that  neither  Kolbcn  nor  dc  la  Caillc  Should  have  thought  the  Timer 
tf  Balybn  wonb y of  a particular  defcription.  The  former  [ Veil.  II.  p,  52,  5 <,  Eng- 
lish Translation]  only  mentions  it  as  a tigb  m.un’uin.  Tire  latter  contents  liimftif 
with  telling  us,  that  it  is  a very  low  hillock,  mi  Irei  tin  mwtiai/e.  Vtjagt  dt  la  Cai.'lr, 
p.  341.  We  arc  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Andcrfon  for  his  very  accurate  account  of  this, 
remarkable  rock,  which  agrees  with  Mr.  Sonnerat’s,  who  was  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  fo  late  as  17S1.  His  words  arc,  « La  Montagnc  dc  la  Pirlt,  lireritc  d’etre  ub- 
« fervee.  Cell  un  dcs  plus  hautes  dcs  environs  <iu  Cap.  tile  n'clt  compofcc  que 
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Number.  1,1  ,hc  ni0l  nins  on  '>>c  20th,  we  fet  out  from  the  Pearl ; 

JO'  an<l  fioing  a diflerent  road  from  that  by  which  we  came, 
paged  through  a country  wholly  uncultivated,  till  we  got 
to  the  Trjer  hills,  when  fomc  tolerable  corn-fields  appeared. 
At  noon,  we  llopped  in  a hollow  for  refreihment  j but,  in 
walking  about  here,  were  plagued  with  a vail  number  of 
mufquitoes  or  fand  flies,  which  were  the  firft  1 faw  in  the 
country.  In  the  afternoon  we  fet  out  again,  and  in  the 
evening  arrived  at  the  Cape  Town,  tired  with  the  jolting 
waggon.” 

Satarj  .yij.  On  the  23d,  we  got  on  board  the  obfervatory,  clock,  See. 

By  a mean  of  the  feveral  rciults  of  the  equal  altitudes  of  the 
Sun,  taken  with- the  agronomical  quadrant,  the  ailrono- 
mical  clock  was  found  to  lofe  on  fidercal  time,  1'  8", 368 
each  day.  The  pendulum  was  kept  at  the  fame  length  as  at 
Cteenwich,  where  the  daily  lofs  of  the  clock  on  lidcreal 
time,  was  4". 

The  watch,  by  the  mean  .of  the  refill ts  of  fifteen 
days  oblervations,  was  found  to  be  lofing  2", 261,  on 
mean  time,  each  day;  which  is  i'',05a  more  than  at  Green- 
wich; and  on  the  21ft,  at  noon,  flic  was  too  flow  for 
mean  time  by  i\  20'  J7",66.  From  this,  6'  48",y56,  is 
to  be  fubflrafted,  for  what  flic  was  too  flow  on  the 
nth  of  June  at  Greenwich,  and  her  daily  rate  fince; 
and  the  remainder,  viz.  1 \ 14'.  c8'',7o.<,  or  18”  32'  10", 
will  be  the  longitude  of  the  Cape  Town  by  tile  watch.  Its 
true  longitude,  as  fofind  by  McfiVs.  Mafcn  and  Dixon,  is 

“ d'un  feul  bloc  tic  granit  crevafle  dar.s  pluHcun  endroits.”  Voyage  aux  InJ/s, 
Tom.  li.  p.  91. 

Mr.  Sonncrat  tells  us,  that  Mr.  Gordon,  Commander  of  the  troops  at  the  Cape, 
had  lately  made  three  journies  up  the  country,  from  which,  when  he  publishes  his 
Journal,  \vc  may  c.vpcd  much  curious  information. 
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i8a  23'  if1'.  As  our  observations  were  made  about  half  a '?'c; 
mile  to  the  Eaft  of  theirs,  the  error  of  the  watch,  in  longt-  «_ — „ — -/ 
tude,  is  no  more  than  8'  25".  Hence  we  have  rcafon  to 
conclude,  that.  Ate  had  gone  well  all  the  way  from  England, 
and  that  the  longitude,  thus  given,  may  be  nearer  the  truth 
than  any  other. 

If  this  be  admitted,  it  will,  in  a great  meafurc,  enable 
me  to  find  the  direction  and  flrength  of  the  currents  wc  met 
with  on  this  pa  dirge  from  England.  For,  by  comparing  the 
latitude  and  longitude  by  dead  reckoning,  with  thofc  by 
obfervation  and  the  watch,  we  fliall,  from  time  to  time, 
have,  very  accurately,  the  error  of  the  fliip’s  reckoning,  be 
the  caufe  what  it  will.  Rut  as  all  imaginable  care  was  taken 
in  heaving  and  keeping  the  log,  and  every  neceflary  allow- 
ance made  for  lee-way,  heave  of  the  lea,  and  other  fuch 
circumftanccs,  I cannot  attribute  thofe  errors  that  did  hap- 
pen, to  any  other  caufe  but  currents;  bur  more  particularly 
when  the  error  was  conllantly  the  fame  way,  for  Several  days 
fuccellivcly. 

On  the  contrary,  if  we  find  the  fliip  a-hcad  of  the  rec- 
koning on  one  day,  and  a-llern  of  it  on  another,  we  have 
reafon  to  believe  that  fuch  errors  arc  owing  to  accidental 
caufcs,  and  not  to  currents.  This  feems  to  have  been  the 
cafe  in  our  paflage  between  England  and  Tcncrific.  Cut, 
from  the  time  of  our  leaving  that  illand,  till  the  15th  of 
Augull,  being  then  in  the  latitude  of  12°  North,  and  longi- 
tude 24°  Weft,  the  fliip  was  carried  1°  20'  of  longitude  to  the 
Wcftward  of  her  reckoning.  At  this  Station,  the  currents 
took  a contrary  direction,  and  fet  to  Eaft  South  Eaft,  at  the 
rate  of  twelve  or  fourteen  miles  a day,  or  twenty-four 
hours,  till  wc  arrived  into  the  latitude  of  5’  North,  and 
longitude  of  20°  Weft;  which  was  our  moft  Eaflcrly  fitua- 

tion 
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tion  after  leaving  the  Cape  de  Verde  Iflands,  till  we  got  to 
the  Southward.  For  in  this  fituation  the  wind  came  South- 
erly, and  we  tacked  and  ftretchcd  to  the  Weftward ; and, 
for  two  or  three  days,  could  not  find  that  our  reckoning  was 
affected  by  any  current.  So  that,  I judged,  we  were  be- 
tween the  current  that  generally,  if  not  conflantly,  fets  to 
the  Eafl  upon  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  and  that  which  fets  to 
the  Well  towards  the  coaft  of  Brafil. 


This  Wefterly  current  was  not  confulerablc  till  we  got  into 
2°  North,  and  25'  Weft.  From  this  ftation,  to  3°  South  and 
30°  Weft,  the  fhip,  in  the  fpace  of  four  days,  was  carried 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  miles  in  the  dirctftion  of  South 
Weft  by  Weft,  beyond  her  reckoning ; an  error  by  far  too 
gicat  to  have  any  other  caufc  but  a flrong  current  running 
in  the  fame  direction.  Nor  did  its  ftrength  abate  here  ; but 
its  courfe  was,  afterward,  more  Wcftcrly,  and  to  the  North 
of  Weft;  and  off  Cape  Augulline,  Non  It,  as  I have  already 
mentioned.  But  this  Northerly  current  did  not  exift  at 
twenty  or  thirty  leagues  to  the  Southward  of  that  Cape; 
nor  any  other,  that  I could  perceive,  in  the  remaining  pan  of 
the  paffage.  The  little  difference  we  afterward  found  be- 
tween the  reckoning  and  obfervations,  might  very  well 
happen  without  the  alliftance  of  currents ; as  will  appear 
by  the  Table  of  Days  Works. 

In  the  account  of  my  laft  voyage  *,  I remarked,  that  the 
currents  one  meets  with  in  this  paffage  generally  balance 
each  other.  It  happened  fo  then  ; bccaufe  wc  crofted  the 
line  about  so0  more  to  the  Eaftward  than  we  did  now;  fo 
that  we  were,  of  confcqucnce,  longer  under  the  influence 
of  the  Eafterly  current,  which  made  up  for  the  Wcftcrly  one. 


* Captain  Cook’s  Vov.ige,  Vol.  I,  p.  14. 
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And  this,  I apprehend,  will  generally  be  the  cafe,  if  you  No'v7e^r 
crofs  the  line  10°  or  1 5°  to  the  Eaft  of  the  meridian  of  St.  > — — J 
Jago. 

From  thefe  remarks  I fhall  draw  the  following  conclufion, 

That,  after  pafling  the  Cape  de  Verde  llland,  if  you  do  not 
make  above  4*  or  j°  Eafling,  and  crofs  the  line  in,  or  to  the 
Wefhvard  of,  the  meridian  of  St.  Jago,  you  may  expedt  to 
find  your  (hip  3°  or  4°  to  the  Weftward  of  her  reckoning,  by 
the  time  you  get  into  the  latitude  of  10’  South.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  you  keep  well  to  the  Eaft,  and  crofs  the  line 
15°  or  20°  to  the  Eaft  of  St.  Jago,  you  will  be  then  as  much 
to  the  Eaft  of  your  reckoning ; and  the  more  you  keep  to 
the  Eaftward,  the  greater  will  be  your  error ; as  has  been 
experienced  by  fome  India  (hips,  whofe  people  have  found 
themfelves  clofe  upon  the  coaft  of  Angola,  when  they 
thought  its  diftance  was  above  two  hundred  leagues. 

During  the  whole  of  our  paflage  from  England,  no  op- 
portunity was  omitted  of  obferving,  with  all  the  attention 
and  accuracy  that  circumftanccs  would  permit,  the  variation 
of  the  compafs,  which  I have  inferted  in  a Table,  with  the 
latitude  and  longitude  of  the  (hip  at  the  time  of  obfervation. 

As  the  longitude  may  be  depended  upon,  to  a quarter  or 
half  a degree  at  moft,  this  Table  will  be  of  ufe  to  thofe  na- 
vigators who  correct  their  reckoning  by  the  variation.  It 
will  alfo  enable  Mr.  Dun  to  correct  his  new  Variation  Chart, 
a thing  very  much  wanted. 

It  feems  ftrange  to  me,  that  the  advocates  for  the  varia- 
tion (hould  not  agree  amongft  themfelves.  We  find  one  *of 
them  telling  us,  as  I have  already  obferved,  that  with  8°  Weji 
variation,  or  any  thing  above  that , you  may  venture  to  fail  by  the 
• Nichelfon* 
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Cafe  de  Verde  //lands,  by  night  or  day,  being  mo  ell  ajfured,  with  that 
variation,  that  you  are  to  the  Eaftvuard  oj  them.  Another,  in  his 
Chart  *,  lays  down  this  variation  ninety  leagues  to  the 
Weftward  of  them.  Such  a difagreeraent  as  this,  is  a flrong 
proof  of  the  uncertainty  of  both.  However,  I have  no 
doubt,  the  former  found  here,  as  well  as  in  other  places, 
the  variation  he  mentions.  But  he  fhould  have  confidered, 
that  at  fca,  nay  even  on  land,  the  refults  of  the  moll  accu- 
rate obfervations  will  not  always  be  the  fame.  Different 
compaflcs  will  give  different  variations  ; and  even  the  fame 
compafs  will  differ  from  itfelf  two  degrees,  without  our  be- 
ing able  to  difeover,  much  lefs  to  remove,  the  caufc. 

Whoever  imagines  he  can  find  the  variation  within  a 
degree,  will  very  often  fee  himfelf  much  deceived.  For, 
bcfidcs  the  imperfedtion  which  may  be  in  the  conftrudtion 
of  the  inftrumem,  or  in  thp  power  of  the  needle,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  the  motion  of  the  fhip,  or  attraction  of  the  iron- 
work, or  fome  other  caufc  not  yet  difeovered,  will  frequently 
occafion  far  greater  errors  than  this.  That  the  variation 
may  be  found,  with  a lliare  of  accuracy  more  than  fuflicient 
to  determine  the  fhip’s  courfe,  is  allowed ; but  that  it  can 
be  found  fo  exactly  as  to  fix  the  longitude  within  a degree, 
or  fixty  miles,  I abfolutely  deny. 

• Mr.  Dun. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

rf  he  two  Ships  leave  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. — Two  IJlanJs , 
siamed  Prince  Edward's , Jeert,  and  their  /Appearance 
dejcribed. — Kerguelen's  Land  vifited. — Arrival  in 
Chriftmas  Harbour . — Occurrences  there. — Defer  ip  t ion 
of  it. 

AFTER  the  difafter  which  happened  to  our  fheep,  it  i77«. 

may  be  well  fuppofed  I did  not  trull  thofe  that  re-  -N°te",l>cf-i 
mained,  long  on  fhore  ; but  got  them,  and  the  other  cattle, 
on  board  as  fall  as  poflible.  I alfo  added  to  my  original 
flock,  by  purchafing  two  young  bulls,  two  heifers,  two 
young  ftone-horfes,  two  marcs,  two  rams,  feveral  ewes  and 
goats,  and  fonic  rabbits  and  poultry.  All  of  them  were  in- 
tended for  New  Zealand,  Otaheite,  and  the  neighbouring 
iilands,  or  any  other  places,  in  the  courfc  of  our  voyage, 
where  there  might  be  a profpeft  that  the  leaving  any  of 
them  would  be  ufcful  to  pofterity. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  November,  the  caulkers  had 
finiflied  their  work  on  board  the  Difcovcry,  and  Are  had  re- 
ceived all  her  provifions  and  water.  Of  the  former,  both 
lliips  had  a fupply  fufEcicnt  for  two  years  and  upwards. 

And  every  other  article  we  could  think  of,  neceflary  for  fuch 
a voyage,  that  could  be  had  at  the  Cape,  was  procured ; 
neither  knowing  when,  nor  where,  we  might  come  to  a 
place  where  wc  could  furnifh  ourfelves  fo  well. 
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November  Having  given  Captain  Clerkc  a copy  of  my  inftru&ions,, 
v. — — > and  an  order  directing  him  how  to  proceed  in  cafe  of  fepa- 
samrday  jo.  ration ; in  the  morning  of  the  30th,  we  repaired  on  board. 

At  five  in  the  afternoon  a breeze  fprung  up  at  South  Eaft, 
with  which  we  weighed,  and  flood  out  of  the  bay.  At  nine 
it  fell  calm,  and  we  anchored  between  Penguin  Ifland  and 
p cemW  ,^le  ^afl  fhore,  where  we  lay  till  three  o’clock  next  morn- 
Suoday  i. ' ing.  We  then  weighed  and  put  to  fca,  with  a light  breeze 
at  South;  but  did  not  get  clear  of  the  land  till  the  morning 
TuefJay  3.  of  the  3d,  when,  with  a frefh  gale  at  Weft  North  Weft,  wc 
flood  to  the  South  Eaft,  to  get  more  into  the  way  of  thefe 
winds. 

Thurfday;.  On  the  5th,  a fudden  fquall  of  wind  carried  away  the 
Refolution’s  mizen  top-maft.  Having  another  to  replace  it, 
the  lofs  was  not  felt;  cfpccially  as  it  was  a bad  flick,  and 
Inday6.  had  often  complained.  On  the  6th,  in  the  evening,  being 
then  in  the  latitude  of  390  14'  South,  and  in  the  longitude  of 
23’  56'  Eaft,  we  pafled  through  feveral  fmall  fpots  of  water 
of  a reddilh  colour.  Some  of  this  was  taken  up*,  and  it  was 
found  to  abound  with  a fmall  animal,  which  the  micro- 
fcope  difeovered  to  be  like  a cray-filh,  of  a reddifli  hue. 

We  continued  our  courfe  to  the  South  Eaft,  with  a very 
flrong  gale  from  the  Weftward,  followed  by  a mountainous 
fca;  which  made  the  fhip  roll  and  tumble  exceedingly,  and 
gave  us  a great  deal  of  trouble  to  preferve  the  cattle  wc  had 
on  board.  Notwithftanding  all  our  care,  feveral  goats,  efpe- 
cially  the  males,  died;  and  fomc  fliccp.  This  misfortune 
was,  in  a great  mcafure,  owing  to  the  cold,  which  wc  now. 
began  moft  fenfibly  to  feel. 

Thurfday  1 1.  On  the  lath,  at  noon,  wc  faw  land  extending  from  South 

Eaft  by  South,  to  South  Eaft  by  Eaft.  Upon  a nearer  ap- 
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proach,  we  found  it  to  be  two  iflands.  That  which  lies 
mod  to  the  South,  and  is  alfo  the  larged,  I judged  to  be  > — -v — < 
about  fifteen  leagues  in  circuit ; and  to  be  in  the  latitude  of 
46°  53'  South,  and  in  the  longitude  of  37°  46'  Ead.  The 
mod  Northerly  one  is  about  nine  leagues  in  circuit ; and 
lies  in  the  latitude  of  46°  40'  South,  and  in  38°  8'  Ead  longi- 
tude. The  didance  from  the  one  to  the  other  is  about  five 
leagues. 

We  palled  through  this  channel,  at  equal  didance  from 
both  idands;  and  could  not  difeover,  with  the  adidance  of 
our  bed  glades,  either  tree  or  fhrub  on  either  of  them. 

They  feemed  to  have  a rocky  and  bold  lhore  ; and,  except- 
ing the  South  Ead  parts,  where  the  land  is  rather  low  and 
fiat,  a furface  compofed  of  barren  mountains,  which  rife  to 
a confiderable  height,  and  whofe  fummits  and  fidcs  were 
covered  with  fnow,  which  in  many  places  feemed  to  be  of  a 
confiderable  depth.  The  South  Ead  parts  had  a much 
greater  quantity  on  them  than  the  red;  owing,  probably, 
to  the  Sun  atfting  for  a lefs  fpace  of  time  on  thefe  than  on 
the  North  and  North  Wed  parts.  The  ground,  where  it 
was  not  hid  by  tlieTnow,  from  the  various  fhades  it  exhi- 
bited, may  be  fuppofed  to  be  covered  with  mofs,  or,  per- 
haps, fuch  a coarfe  grafs  as  is  found  in  fomc  parts  of  Falk- 
land’s Iflands.  On  the  North  fide  of  each  of  the  iflands  is  a. 
detached  rock : that  near  the  South  ifland  is  lhaped  like  a/ 
tower,  and  feemed  to  be  at  fome  diflance  from  the  lhore. 

As  we  palled  along,  a quantity  of  fea-weed  was  feen,  and 
the  colour  of  the  water  indicated  foundings.  But  there  was. 
no  appearance  of  an  inlet,  unlefs  near  the  rock  jufl  men- 
tioned ; and  that,  from  its  fmallncfs,  did  not  promife  a good: 
anchoring-place. 

Thefe 
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Thcfe  two  iflands,  as  alfo  four  others  which  lie  from  nine 
to  twelve  degrees  of  longitude  more  to  the  Ea(l,  and  nearly 
in  the  fame  latitude,  were  difeovered,  as  I have  mentioned  in 
my  late  Voyage  *,  by  Captains  Marion  du  Frefne,  and  Crozet, 
Trench  Navigators,  in  January  1771,  on  their  pafTagc  in  two 
ihips  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Philippine  Iflands. 
As  they  have  no  names  in  the  French  chart  of  the  Southern 
hemifphcre,  which  Captain  Crozet  communicated  to  me  in 
177 j -)•,  1 (hall  diftingui(h  the  two  we  now  faw,  by  calling 
them  Prince  Edward’s  Iflands,  after  his  Majefty’s  fourth 
fon ; and  the  other  four,  by  the  name  of  Marion’s  and 
Crozct's  Iflands,  to  commemorate  their  difeoverers. 

We  had  now,  for  the  mod  part,  ftrong  gales  between 
the  North  and  Weft,  and  but  very  indifferent  weather;  not 
better,  indeed,  than  we  generally  have  in  England  in  the 
very  depth  of  Winter,  though  it  was  now  the  middle  of 
Summer  in  this  hemifphere.  Not  difeouraged,  however, 
by  this,  after  leaving  Prince  Edward’s  Iflands,  1 fhaped  our 
courfc  to  pafs  to  the  Southward  of  the  others,  that  I might 
get  into  the  latitude  of  the  land  difeovered  by  Monflcur  do 
Kerguelen. 

I had  applied  to  the  Chevalier  de  Borda,  whom,  as  I have 
mentioned,  I found  at  TenerifTe,  requeuing,  that  if  he  knew 
any  thing  of  the  Aland  difeovered  by  Monfieur  dc  Kergue- 
len, between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  New  Holland,  he 

• Captain  Cctk's  Vcya*e%  Vol.  ii.  p.  266.  Thcfc  i Hands  are  there  f;tid  to  be  in  tl\e 
latitude  of  48°  South  ; that  is  two  decrees  farther  South,  than  what  here  appears  to 
be  their  real  pofition. 

f Sec  Cook's  Voyage,  as  above.  Dr.  Forfier,  in  his  thfervatient  made  during  that 
wyage%  p.  30,  gives  us  this  dcfcripiion  of  the  Chart  then  communicated  by  Monfieur 
Crozet : that  it  was  pulliJbeJ  under  the  pairsnage  of  the  Duke  de  Crye9  by  Rckerl  de 
h'augondy.  Captain  Cook  tells  us  lower  in  this  Chapter,  that  it  was  published  in 
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would  be  fo  obliging  as  to  communicate  it  to  me.  Accord-  Dc'^6^r 

ingly,  juft  before  we  failed  from  Santa  Cruz  bay,  he  fent  > 

me  the  following  account  of  it,  viz.  “ That  the  Pilot  of  the 
“ Bouflble,  who  was  in  the  voyage  with  Monficur  de  Ker- 
guelen,  had  given  him  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  a 
“ little  iftand,  which  Monficur  de  Kerguelen  called  the 
“ Iftc  of  Rendezvous,  and  which  lies  not  far  from  the 
“ great  iftand  which  he  faw.  Latitude  of  the  little  ifle,  by 
“ feven  obfervations,  48°  26'  South ; longitude,  by  feven  ob- 
“ fervations  of  the  diftance  of  the  Sun  and  Moon,  64°  57' 

“ Eaft  from  Paris.”  I was  very  forry  I had  not  fooncr  known 
that  there  was  on  board  the  frigate  at  TenerifFe,  an  officer 
who  had  been  with  Monfieur  de  Kerguelen,  efpecially  the 
Pilot ; bccaufe  from  him  I might  have  obtained  more  in- 
terefting  information  about  this  land  than  the  fituation 
alone,  of  which  I was  not  before  entirely  ignorant*. 

My 

* Captain  Cook's  proceedings,  as  related  in  the  remaining  part  of  this  Chapter, 
and  in  the  next,  being  upon  a coaft  newly  diicovcrcd  by  the  French,  it  could  not  but 
be  an  object  of  his  attention  to  trace  the  footfleps  of  the  original  explorers.  But  no 
filperiority  of  profeflional  (kill,  nor  diligence  in  exerting  it,  could  poflibly  qualify  him 
to  do  this  fuccefsfully,  without  poflefling,  at  the  fame  time,  full  and  authentic  intelli- 
gence of  all  that  had  been  performed  here  by  his  predccefibrs  in  the  difeovery*  But 
that  he  was  not  (o  fortunate  as  to  be  thus  fufficiently  induced,  will  appear  from  the 
following  falls,  which  the  Reader  is  requeued  to  attend  to,  before  he  proceeds  to  the 
perufal  of  this  part  of  the  Journal. 

How  very  little  was  known,  with  any  prccifion,  about  the  operations  of  Kerguelen, 
when  Captain  Cook  failed  in  1776,  may  be  inferred  from  the  following  paragraph  of 
his  Inductions  : “ You  arc  to  proceed  in  fcarch  of  fome  idands /aid  to  have  beta  lately 
“ /ten  by  the  French  in  the  latitude  of  48”  South,  and  in  the  meridian  of  Mauri- 
“ tius  (a).**  This  was,  hardy,  the  amount  of  the  very  indefinite  and  imperfdi  in- 
formation, which  Captain  Cook  himfeif  had  received  from  Baron  Plcttenberg  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  November  1772  ( b ) ; in  the  beginning  of  which  year  Ker- 
guelen's firjl  voyage  had  taken  place* 


(•1)  See  the  Inftruftiuns  in  the  Iniitnlu&ioo. 

(*)  Sec  Captain  Cook'&  Voyagr,  Vol.  i»  |>,  i5. 
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Pscember. 


My  inflrudHons  direfting  me  to  examine  it,  with  a view 
to  difcover  a good  harbour,  I proceeded  in  the  fearch ; and 

on 

The  Captain,  on  his  return  homeward,  in  March  1775,  heard,  a fecond  time, 
fomething  about  this  French  difeovery  at  the  Cape,  where  he  met  with  Monfieur  Cro- 
*et,  who  very  obligingly  communicated  to  him  a Chart  of  the  Southern  Hcmilphere, 
wherein  wen  delineated  not  only  hit  own  difeoveries,  but  aljo  that  of  Captain  Kerguelen  ( a ). 
But  what  little  information  that  Chart  could  convey,  was  dill  ncceflarily  confined  to 
the  operations  of  the  firft  voyage  ; the  Chart  here  referred  to,  having  been  publifhed 
in  France  in  1773  » t*ut  '*»  anY  intelligence  could  poflibly  be  conveyed  from 

the  Southern  Hemifphcre  of  the  refult  of  Kerguelen's  fecond  vifit  to  this  new  land  ; 
which,  we  now  know,  happened  towards  the  dole  of  the  fame  year. 

Of  thefe  latter  operations,  the  only  account  (if  that  can  be  called  an  account,  which 
conveys  no  particular  information)  received  by  Captain  Cook  from  Monfieur  Crozet, 
was,  that  a later  Voyage  had  been  undertaken  by  the  French , under  the  command  cf  Captain 
Kerguelen , which  had  ended  much  to  the  dif grace  of  that  commander  (£). 

What  Crozct  had  net  communicated  to  our  Author,  and  what  we  are  furc,  from  a 
variety  of  circumftanccs,  he  had  never  heard  of  from  any  other  quarter,  he  milled  an 
opportunity  of  learning  at  Tcncriffc.  He  exprefles  his  being  forry,  as  we  have  juft 
read,  that  he  did  not  knew  foener  that  there  was  on  board  the  frigate  an  officer  who  had 
been  with  Kerguelen , as  he  might  have  obtained  from  him  more  interejling  information  about 
this  land,  than  its  fituatien.  And,,  indeed,  if  he  had  convcrfed  with  that  officer,  he 
might  have  obtained  information  more  interejling  than  he  was  aware  of;  he  might  have 
learnt  that  Kerguelen  had  actually  vifited  this  Southern  land  a fecond  time,  and  that 
the  little  ifle  of  which  he  then  received  the  name  and  pofition  from  the  Chevalier  de 
Borda,  was  a difeovery  of  this  later  voyage,  fcut  the  account  conveyed  to  him  being, 
as  the  Reader  will  obferve,  unaccompanied  with  any  date,  or  other  diftinguifhing  cir- 
cuit! fiance,  he -left  Tcncriffc,  and  arrived  on  the  coaftsof  Kerguelen’s  Land,  under  a 
full  perfuafion  that  it  had  been  vifited  only  once  before.  And  even,  with  regard  to  the 
operations  of  that  firft  voyage,  he  had  nothing  to  guide  him,  but  the  very  fcanty  ma- 
terials afforded  to  him  by  Baron  Plettcnbcrg  and  Monfieur  Crozct. 

The  truth  is,  the  French  feem,  for  fomc  reafon  or  other,  not  furely  founded  on  the 
importance  of  Kerguelen’s  difeovery,  to  have  been  very  fhy  of  publifhing  a full  and 
diftir.ct  account  of  it.  No  fuch  account  had  keen  publilhed  while  Captain  Cook 
lived.  Nay,  even  after  the  return  of  his  fhips  in  1780,  the  Gentleman  who  obligingly 
Jcnt  his  afliflancc  to  give  a view  of  the  prior  obfervations  of  the  French,  and  to  con- 
nect them  on  the  fame  Chart  with  thofc  of  our  Author,  though  his  alliduity  in  procu- 
ring geographical  information  can  be  equalled  only  by  his  readinefs  in  communicating 
it,  had  not,  it  Ihould  feem,  been  able  to  procure  any  materials  for  that  purpofe,  but 


(«)  9tc  Cook's  Voyage,  Vol.  ii.  p.  (4)  Ibid.  p.  a6f, 

fuch 
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on  the  1 6th,  being  then  in  the  latitude  of  48°  45',  and  in  the 
longitude  of  52°  Eaft,  we  faw  penguins  and  divers,  and  - — — 1 
rock-weed  floating  in  the  fea.  We  continued  to  meet  with  Mo"d;iy  ,0' 
more  or  lefs  of  thefe  every  day,  as  we  proceeded  to  the  Eaft- 
wardj  and  on  the  21ft,  in  the  latitude  of  48°  27'  South,  and  Saturday  ai. 
in  the  longitude  of  65°  Eaft,  a very  large  feal  was  feen. 

We  had  now  much  foggy  weather,  and,  as  we  expecled  to 
fall  in  with  the  land  every  hour,  our  navigation  became 
both  tedious  and  dangerous. 

At  length,  on  the  24th,  at  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning,  as  Tuefday  14. 
we  were  fleering  to  the  Eaftward,  the  fog  clearing  away  a 
little,  we  faw  land  *,  bearing  South  South  Eaft,  which, 

upon 


fuch  as  mark  the  operations  of  the  firft  French  voyage;  and  even  for  thefe,  he  was 
indebted  to  a MS.  drawing. 

But  this  veil  of  unneceflary  fecrecy  is  at  length  drawn  afide.  Kerguelen  himfclf 
ha?,  very  lately,  published  the  Journal  of  his  proceedings  in  two  fucccffive  voyages, 
in  the  years  1772  and  1773  ; and  has  annexed  to  his  Narrative  a Chart  of  the  coafls 
of  this  land,  as  far  as  he  had  explored  them  in  both  voyages.  Monfieur  dc  Pages, 
«lfo,  much  about  the  fame  time,  favoured  us  with  another  account  of  the  fecond 
voyage,  in  fomc  rclpccls  fuller  than  Kerguelen's  own,  on  board  whofc  (hip  he  was 
then  an  officer. 

F rom  thefe  fourccs  of  authentic  information,  we  are  enabled  to  draw  every  ne- 
ccITary  material  to  correct  what  is  erroneous,  and  to  illuftrate  what,  otherwife,  would 
haye  remained  obfeure,  in  this  part  of  Captain  Cook’s  Journal.  We  (hall  take  occa- 
fion  to  do  this  in  feparatc  Notes  on  the  paflages  as  they  occur,  and  conclude  this 
tedious,  but,  it  is  hoped,  not  unncccflary,  detail  of  fads,  with  one  general  remark, 
fully  exprvffive  of  the  difadvantages  our  Author  laboured  under,  lie  never  faw  that 
part  of  thecoad  upon  which  the  French  had  been  in  1772  ; and  he  never  knew  that 
they  had  been  upon  another  part  of  it  in  I7“3>  which  was  the  very  fccne  of  his  own 
operations.  Confequcntly,  what  he  knew  of  the  former  voyage,  as  delineated  upon 
Cruzct’s  Chart,  only  ferved  to  perplex  ami  miflead  his  judgment;  and  his  total  igno- 
rance of  the  latter,  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  compare  his  own  obfervations  with  thofc 
then  made  by  Kerguelen ; though  w,  who  arc  better  intruded,  can  do  this,  by  tra- 
iing  the  plained  marks  of  coincidence  and  agreement.  * 

* Captain  Cook  was  not  the  original  difeoverer  of  thefe  fmall  i (lands  which  he 
now  fell  in  with.  It  is  certain  that  they  Had  been  feen  and  named  by  Kerguelen,  on 
his  fecond  voyage,  in  December  1773-  Their  pofirion,  relatively  to  each  otiier,  and 
V ol.  I.  I - 
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Dcombcr  llPon  a nearer  approach,  we  found  to  be  an  ifland  of  confi- 
< — » — < derable  height,  and  about  three  leagues  in  circuit  *.  Soon 
after,  we  faw  another  of  the  fame  magnitude,  one  league 
to  the  Eaft ward -f- ; and  between  thefe  two,  in  the  direiflion 
of  South  Eaft,  fomc  fmallcr  ones  $.  In  the  direction  of 
South  by  Eaft  ± Eaft,  from  the  Eaft  end  of  the  firft  ifland, 
a third  § high  ifland  was  feen.  At  times,  as  the  fog  broke 
away,  we  had  the  appearance  of  land  over  the  fmall  iflands ; 
and  I had  thoughts  of  fleering  for  it,  by  running  in  between 
them.  But,  on  drawing  nearer,  I found  this  would  be  a 
dangerous  attempt,  while  the  weather  continued  foggy. 
For  if  there  fhould  be  no  paffige,  or  if  we  fhould  meet  with 
any  fudden  danger,  it  would  have  been  impoflible  for  us  to 
get  off  j the  wind  being  right  a-ftern,  and  a prodigious  fea 
running,  that  broke  on  all  the  fhores  in  a frightful  furf. 
At  the  fame  time,  feeing  another  ifland  in  the  North  Eaft 
dirc&ion,  and  not  knowing  but  that  there  might  be  more, 
I judged  it  prudent  to  haul  off,  and  wait  for  clearer  weather, 
left  we  Ihould  get  intanglcd  amongft  unknown  lands  in  a 
thick  fog. 

We  did  but  juft  weather  the  ifland  laft  mentioned.  It  is  a 
highround  rock,  which  was  named  Bligh’s  Cap.  Perhaps 

to  the  adjoining  coafts  of  the  greater  land,  as  reprefented  on  the  annexed  Chart,  bear* 
a ftriking  rcfemblancc  to  Kerguelen’s  delineation  of  them;  whofe  Chart,  however, 
the  Public  may  be  afTurcd,  was  unknown  in  England  till  after  ours  had  been  engraved. 

* This  is  the  ifle  to  which  Kerguelen  gave  the  name  of  Croy  or  Crouy.  Befidrs 
delineating  it  upon  his  Chart,  he  has  added  a particular  view  of  it,  exactly  corre- 
fponding  with  Captain  Cook’s  account  of  its  being  of  ccnftderahU  bright. 

t Kerguelen  called  this  Ijlt  Rellandy  after  the  name  of  his  own  (hip.  There  is  alfo 
a particular  view  of  it  on  the  French  Chart. 

% The  obfervitions  of  the  French  and  Englifh  navigators  agree  cxadlly,  as  to  the 
polition  of  thefe  fmallcr  ides. 

$ The  fituation  of  Kerguelen’s  Ijlt  dt  Cl*giiyt  as  marked  on  his  Chart,  fhews  it  to 
be  the  third  high  ijland  feen  by  Captain  Cook. 

this 
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this  is  the  fame  that  MonGcur  tie  Kerguelen  called  the  Ifle  D 
of  Rendezvous  * j but  I know  nothing  that  can  rendezvous  v— 
at  it,  but  fowls  of  the  air;  for  it  is  certainly  inaccciliole  to 
every  other  animal. 

t 

At  eleven  o'clock  the  weather  began  to  clear  up,  and  we 
immediately  tacked,  and  (leered  in  for  the  land.  At  noon,  we 
had  a pretty  good  obfervation,  which  enabled  us  to  deter- 
mine the  latitude  of  Bligh’s  Cap,  which  is  the  northernmoft 
illand,  to  be  4S”  29'  South,  and  its  longitude  68°  40'  Eaft  f. 

We  pafled  it  at  three  o’clock,  (landing  to  the  South  South 
Eaft,  with  afrelh  gale  at  Weft. 

Soon  after  we  faw  the  land,  of  which  we  had  a faint  view 
in  the  morning;  and  at  four  o’clock  it  extended  from  South 
Eaft  Eaft,  to  South  Weft  by  South,  diftant  about  four  miles. 

The  left  extreme,  which  I judged  to  be  die  Northern  point 
of  this  land  called,  in  the  French  Chart  of  the  Southern 


* This  ifle,  or  rwi,  was  the  Angle  point  about  which  Captain  Cook  had  received 
the  leaft  information  at  Tencriffc  ; acd  wc  may  obferve  how  fagacious  he  was  in  tra- 
cing it.  What  he  could  only  fpcak  of  as  prebalUy  a comparifon  of  his  Chart  with 
that  lately  publilltcd  by  Kerguelen,  proves  to  be  certain  ; and  if  he  had  even  read  and 
copied  what  his  predccelTor  in  the  difeovery  fays  of  it,  he  could  fcarcely  have  varied  his 
account  of  its  fhape.  Kerguelen’s  words  are,  “ ljU  de  Rcunitn^  cjui  n’ert  qu’une 
“ R&chtt  nous  fervoit  de  Rettdezv:vst  ou  dc  point  de  rallicrccnt  ; & rcflcmble  a un 
“ coin  de  mire.’* 

+ The  French  and  Englifli  agree  \rery  nearly  (as  might  be  expe&cd)  in  their  ac* 
counts  of  the  latitude  of  this  illand } but  the  obfervations  by  which  they  Ax  its  longi- 
tude, vary  con fldcr ably. 

The  Pilot  at  TencritFc  made  it  only  64’  57'  Eaft  from  Paris,  which  is  about  67'* 
16'  Eaft  from  London;  or  i°  24'  more  Wcftcrly  than  Captain  Cook’s  obfervations 
Ax  it. 

Monfleur  de  Pages  fays  it  is  66°  47'  Eaft  from  Paris,  that  is  69°  6'  Eaft  from  Lon- 
don, or  twenty-fix  miles  more  Eailcrly  than  it  is  placed  by  Captain  Cook. 

Kerguelen  himfelf  only  fays  that  it  is  atom  68J  of  Eaft  longitude,  par  68°  de  isngi- 
tude. 

I 2 Heniifphcrc, 
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D«emb«r  Hemifplicre,  Cape'  St.  Louis  *,  terminated  in  a perpendicu- 

» lar  rock  of  a confiderable  height;  and  the  right  one  (near 

which  is  a detached  rock)  in  a high  indented  point  f.. 
From  this  point  the  coaft  feemed  to  turn  flrort  round  to 
the  Southward;  for  we  could  fee  no  land  to  the  Weftward 
of  the  direction  in  which  it  now  bore  to  us,  but  the  illands 
we  had  obferved  in  the  morning ; the  mod  Southerly  $ of 
them  lying  nearly  Weft  from  the  point,  about  two  or  three 
leagues  diftant. 

About  the  middle  of  the  land  there  appeared  to  be  an 
inlet,  for  which  we  fleered ; but,  on  approaching,  found  it 
was  only  a bending  in  the  coafl,  and  therefore  bore  up,  to 
go  round  Cape  St.  Louis  §.  Soon  after,  land  opened  off  the 

t 

• Hitherto,  we  have  only  had  occafion  to  fupply  defefts,  owing  to  Captain  Cook's 
tnt'm  ignorance  of  Kerguelen’s  fecond  voyage  in  1773;  we  muft  now  corrc&  errors, 
owing  to  his  very  limited  knowledge  of  the  operations  of  the  firft  voyage  in  17721 
The  Chart  of  the  Southern  Hemifphere,  his  only  guide,  having  given  him,  as  he  tells 
us,  the  name  of  Cape  St.  Louis  (or  Cape  Louis)  as  the  moil  Northerly  promon- 
tory then  feen  by  the  French ; and  his  own  obfervations  now  fatisfying  him  that 
no  part  of  the  main  land  ftretched  farther  North  than  the  left  extreme  now  before  him  j 
from  this  fuppofed  fimilarity  of  fituation,  he  judged  that  his  own  perpendicular  rock  mult 
be  the  Cape  Louis  of  the  firft  difeoverers.  By  looking  upon  our  Chart,  we  fhal!  find 
Cape  Louis  lying  upon  a very  different  part  of  the  coaft  ; and  by  comparing  this  Chart 
with  that  lately  publifred  by  Kerguelen,  it  will  appear,  in  the  cleareft  manner,  that  the 
Northern  point  now  dcfcribcjJ  by  Captain  Cook,  is  the  very  fame  to  which  the  French 
have  given  the  name  of  Cape  Francois. 

+ This  right  extreme  of  the  coaft,  as  it  now  ihewed  itfclf  to  Captain  Cook,  feems 
to  be  what  is  represented  on  Kerguelen’s  Chart  under  the  name  of  Cape  Aubcrt.  It 
may  be  proper  to  obferve  here,  that  all  that  extent  of  coaft  lying  between  Cape 
Louis  and  Cape  Francois,  of  which  the  French  faw  very  little  during  their  firft  vifit 
iu  1772,  and  may  be  called  the  North  Weft  fide  of  this  land,  they  had  it  in  their  power 
to  trace  the  pofition  of  in  1 773,  and  have  afligned  names  to  feme  of  its  bays,  rivers, 
and  promontories,  upon  their  Chart. 

X Kerguelen’s  Iflc  dc  Clugny. 

§ Cape  Francois,  as  already  obferv.cd, 

9 Cape, 
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Cape,  in  the  direttion  of  South  53°  Eaft,  and  appeared  to  be  a 
point  at  a confiderable  diftance;  for  the  trending  of  the  coaft 
from  the  Cape  was  more  Southerly.  Wc  alfo  faw  fevcral 
rocks  and  illands  to  the  Ealtward  of  the  above  directions, 
the  mod  diflant  of  which  was  about  feven  leagues  from  the 
Cape,  bearing  South  88°  Ealt  *, 

We  had  no  fooner  got  off  the  Cape,  than  we  obferved  the 
coaft,  to  the  Southward,  to  be  much  indented  by  projecting 
points  and  bays;  fo  that  wc  now  made  fure  of  loon  finding 
a good  harbour.  Accordingly,  we  had  not  run  a mile  far- 
ther, before  we  difeovered  one  behind  the  Cape,  into  which 
wc  began  to  ply;  but  after  making  one  board,  it  fell  calm, 
and  we  anchored  at  the  entrance  in  forty-five  fathoms  wa- 
ter, the  bottom  black  fand ; as  did  the  Difcovcry  foon  after. 
I immediately  difpatched  Mr.  Bligh,  the  Maftcr,  in  a boat 
to  found  the  harbour ; who,  on  his  return,  reported  it  to  be 
fafe  and  commodious,  with  good  anchorage  in  every  part ; 
and  great  plenty  of  frefli  water,  feals,  penguins,  and  other 
birds  on  the  fhore;  but  not  a flick  of  wood.  While  we  lay 
at  anchor,  we  obferved  that  the  flood  tide  came  from  the 
South  Eaft,  running  two  knots,  at  lead,  in  an  hour. 

At  day-break,  in  the  morning  of  the  25th,  we  weighed 
with  a gentle  breeze  at  Weft ; and  having  wrought  into  the 
harbour,  to  within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  the  fandy  beach  at 
its  head,  we  anchored  in  eight  fathoms  water,  the  bottom 
a fine  dark.  fand.  The  Difcovery  did  not  get  in  till  two 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon ; when  Captain  Clerkc  informed 
me,  that  he  had  narrowly  efcaped  being  driven  on  the  South 

* The  obfervations  of  the  French,  round  Cspc  Francois,  remarkably  coincide 
with  Captain  Cook’s  in  this  paragraph  ; and  the  rocks  and  iflar.  is  here  mentioned  by 

him,  alio  appear  upon  their  Chart. 

point 
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December  P°'nt  [^e  harbour,  his  anchor  having  ftarted  before  they 

■ w — 1/  had  time  to  fhorten  in  the  cable.  This  obliged  them  to  fet 

fail,  and  drag  the  anchor  after  them,  till  they  had  room  to 
heave  it  up  j and  then  they  found  one  of  its  palms  was 
broken  off. 

As  foon  as  we  had  anchored,  I ordered  all  the  boats  to  be 
hoifted  out  { the  fliip  to  be  moored  with  a kedge  anchor; 
and  the  water-calks  to  be  got  ready  to  fend  on  Ihorc. 
In  the  mean  time  I landed,  to  look  for  the  mod  convenient 
fpot  where  they  might  be  filled,  and  to  fee  what  elfe  the 
place  afforded. 

I found  the  Ihorc,  in  a manner,  covered  with  penguins 
and  other  birds,  and  feals.  Thefe  latter  were  not  nume- 
rous, but  fo  infcnfiblc  of  fear  (which  plainly  indicated  that 
they  were  unaccuftomcd  to  fuch  vifiters),  that  we  killed  as 
many  as  we  chofc,  for  the  fake  of  their  fat  or  blubber,  to 
make  oil  for  our  lamps,  and  other  ufes.  Frelh  water  was 
in  no  lefs  plenty  than  were  birds;  for  every  gully  afforded 
a large  flream.  But  not  a fingle  tree  or  Ihrub,  nor  the  leall 
fign  of  any,  was  to  be  difeovered,  and  but  very  little  herb- 
age of  any  fort.  The  appearances,  as  we  failed  into  the 
harbour,  had  flattered,  us  with  the  hope  of  meeting  with 
fomething  confidcrable  growing  here,  as  we  obferved  the 
fides  of  many  of  the  hills  to  be  of  a lively  green.  But  I now 
found  that  this  was  occafioned  by  a fingle  plant,  which, 
with  the  other  natural  productions,  fhall  be  deferibed  in 
another  place.  Before  I returned  to  my  fhip,  I afeended 
the  firll  tidge  of  rocks,  which  rife  in  a kind  of  amphithe- 
atre above  one  another.  I was  in  hopes,  by  this  means,  of 
obtaining  a view  of  the  country;  but»beforc  1 reached  the 
top,  there  came  on  fo  thick  a fog,  that  I could  hardly  find 
3 my 
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my  way  down  again.  In  the  evening,  we  hauled  the  feine  De'c”6|^r 

at  the  head  of  the  harbour,  but  caught  only  half  a dozen  * < • 

fmall  fifti.  We  had  no  better  fuccefs  next  day,  when  we 
tried  with  hook  and  line.  So  that  ouf  only  refource  here, 
for  frcfli  provifions,  were  birds,  of  which  there  was  an  in- 
cxhaullible  ftore. 

The  morning  of  the  26th  proved  foggy,  with  rain.  How-  ThariaayjS, 
ever,  we  went  to  work  to  fill  water,  and  to  cut  grafs  for  our 
cattle,  which  we  found  in  fmall  fpots  near  the  head  of  the 
harbour.  The  rain  which  fell,  fwellcd  all  the  rivulets  to 
fuch  a degree,  that  the  fides  of  the  hills,  bounding  the  har- 
hour,  Teemed  to  be  covered  with  a fhcet  of  water.  For  the 
rain,  as  it  fell,  run  into  the  fifTures  and  crags  of  the  rocks 
that  compofed  the  interior  parts  of  the  hills,  and  was  preci- 
pitated down  their  fides  in  prodigious  torrents. 

The  people  having  wrought  hard  the  two  preceding  days, 
and  nearly  completed  our  water,  which  we  filled  from  a 
brook  at  the  left  comer  of  the  beach,  I allowed  them  the 
27th  as  a day  of  reft,  to  celebrate  Chriftmas.  Upon  this  in-  tnitytj. 
dulgence,  many  of  them  went  on  fliore,  and  made  excur- 
fions,  in  different  directions,  into  the  country,  which  they 
found  barren  and  defolate  in  the  higheft  degree.  In  the 
evening,  one  of  them  brought  to  me  a quart  bottle  which 
he  had  found,  faflened  with  fomc  wire  to  a projecting  rock 
on  the  North  fide  of  the  harbour.  This  bottle  contained  a 
piece  of  parchment,  on  which  was  written  the  following 
infeription  ■. 
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Ludovico  XV  Galliarum 
rcge,  et  d.  * de  Boynes 
regi  a Secretis  ad  res 
maritimas  amis  1772  et 
J77  3- 

From  this  infcription,  it  is  clear,  that  we  were  not  the  firft 
Europeans  who  had  been  in  this  harbour.  I fuppofed  it  to 
be  left  by  Monficur  de  Boifguehenneu,  who  went  on  Ihore 
in  a boat  on  the  13th  of  February  1772,  the  fame  day  that 
Monfieur  de  Kerguelen  difeovered  this  land  ; as  appears  by 
a Note  in  the  French  Chart  of  the  Southern  Hemifphere, 
publifhed  the  following  year  t. 

At 

* The  (d)y  no  doubt  is  a contra&ion  of  die  word  Dmirw.  The  French  Secre- 
tary of  the  Marine  was  then  Monficur  dc  Bovnes. 

+ On  pending  this  paragraph  of  the  Journal,  it  will  be  natural  to  afk,  How  could 
Monficur  dc  Boifguehenneu,  in  the  beginning  of  J772,  leave  an  infcription,  which, 
upon  die  very  face  of  it,  commemorates  a tcanfadion  of  the  following  year  ? Captain 
■Cook's  manner  of  exprefling  himfelf  here,  ftrongly  marks,  that  lie  made  this  fuppofi- 
tion,  only  for  want  of  information  to  enable  him  to  make  any  other.  He  had  no 
idea  that  the  French  had  v if  ted  this  land  a fccond  time;  and,  reduced  to  the  ncccflity 
of  trying  to  accommodate  what  he  faw  himfelf,  to  what  Jittlc  he  had  heard  of  their 
proceedings,  he  confounds  a tranfa&ion  which  we,  who  have  been  better  inftru&cd, 
know,  for  a certainty,  belongs  to  the  fccond  Voyage,  with  a fimilar  one,  which  his 
Chart  of  die  Southern  Hemifphere  has  recorded,  and  which  happened  in  a diflcicut 
year,  and  at  a different  place. 

The  bay,  indeed,  in  which  Monfieur  dc  Boifguehenneu  landed,  is  upon  the  Weft 
fide  of  this  land,  confidcrably  to  die  South  of  Cape  Louis,  and  not  far  from  another 
more  Southerlypromontory,  called  Cape  Bourbon ; a part  of  the  coaft  which  our  (hips 
were  not  upon.  Its  fituadon  is  marked  upon  our  Chart ; and  a particular  view  of  the 
bay  du  Li  an  Matin  (for  fo  Boifguehenneu  calleJ  it),  with  the  foundings,  is  preferved 
by  Kerguelen. 

But  if -the  botdc  and  infcription  found  by  Captain  Cook’s  people,  were  not  left  here 
by  Boifguehenneu,  by  whom  and  when  were  they  left?  This  wc  learn  moft  fatif- 
faclorily,  from  the  accounts  of  Kerguelen's  fccond  Voyage,  as  publifhed  by  himfelf  and 
Monficur  dc  Pages,  which  prefent  us  with  the  following  particulars : That  dicy  arrived 
on  the  Weft  fide  of  this  land  on  die  14th  of  December  17731  that,  fleering  to  the 
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As  a memorial  of  our  having  been^  in  this  harbour,  1 
wrote  on  the  other  fide  of  the  parchment, 

North  Eaft,  they  difeovered,  on  the  i6t!»,  the  Ijle  dr  Reunion*  and  the  other  final! 
i {lands  as  mentioned  above;  that,  on  the  17th,  they  had  before  them  the  principal 
land  (which  they  were  furc  was  connected  with  that  fecn  by  them  on  the  14th), 
and  a high  point  of  that  land,  named  by  them  Cape  Fraifois;  that  beyond  this 
Cape,  the  coaft  took  a South  Eaftcrly  direction,  and  behind  it  they  found  a bay,  called 
by  them  Bait  dt  VOifeau,  from  the  name  of  their  frigate  ; that  they  then  endeavoured 
to  enter  it,  but  were  prevented  by  contrary  winds  and  blowing  weather*  which  drove 
them  off  the  coaft  Eaft  ward  ; but  that,  at  laft,  on  the  6th  of  January,  Moniicur  dc  Rof- 
nevet,  Captain  of  the  Oifeau,  was  able  to  fend  his  boat  on  (here  into  this  bay,  under  the 
command  of  Monfieur  de  Roebegude,  one  of  his  oflief  rs, ' who  took  poffeffson  of  that  Lay , 
and  of  all  the  country , in  the  name  of  the  King  of  France,  with  all  the  rcquifiit  formalities .** 

Here  then  we  trace,  by  the  mod  unexceptionable  evidence,  the  hiftory  of  the  bottle 
and  infeription  ; the  leaving  of  which  was,  no  dcubt,  one  of  the  requifire  formalities 
obferved  by  Monfieur  de  Rochegude  on  this  occafion.  And  though  he  did  not  land  till 
the  6th  of  January  1774,  yet,  as  Kerguelen’s  fli  ps  arrived  upon  the  coaft  on  the  14th 
of  December  1773,  and  had  difeovered  and  looked  into  this  very  bay  on  the  17th  of 
of  that  month,  it  was  with  the  ftri&eft  propriety  and  truth  that  1773*  and  not  1774, 
was  mentioned  as  the  date  of  the  difeovery. 

We  need  only  look  at  Kerguelen’s  and  Cook’s  Charts,  to  judge  that  the  Bale  de 
rOifeauy  and  the  harbour  where  the  French  infeription  was  found,  is  one  and  the 
fame  place.  But  be  Tides  this  agreement  as  to  the  general  pofition,  the  fame  conclu- 
fion  rcfults  more  dccifivcly  ft  ill,  from  another  circumftance  worth  mentioning:  The 
French,  as  well  as  the  Englifh  vi Titers  of  this  bay  and  harbour,  have  given  us  a par- 
ticular Plan  of  it ; and  whoever  compares  ours,  publifhcd  in  this  Volume,  with 
that  to  be  met  with  in  Kerguelen’s  and  dc  Pages’s  Voyages,  mull  be  ftruck  with  a 
refemblance  that  could  only  be  produced  by  copying  one  common  original  with  fide- 
lity. Nay,  even  the  foundings  ere  the  fame  upon  the  fame  fpots  in  both  Plans, 
being  forty-five  fathoms  between  the  two  Capes,  before  the  entrance  of  the  bay  ; fixteen 
fathoms  farther  in,  where  the  fhorcs  begin  to  contrail ; and  eight  fathoms  up,  near  the 
bottom  of  the  harbour. 

To  thefe  particulars,  which  throw  abundant  light  on  this  part  of  our  Author’s 
Journal,  I fhall  only  add,  that  the  diftanec  of  our  harbour  from  that  where  Boifgne- 
henneu  landed  in  1772,  is  forty  leagues.  For  this  we  have  the  authority  of  Ker- 
guelen, in  the  following  pa ff..ge : “ Monfieur  de  Boifguehenneu  dclcendit  le  13  de 
“ Fevricr  1772,  dans  un  baie^  qu’il  nomme  Baic  du  Lion  Marin,  & prit  pofieifion 
“ dc  cctte  terre  au  nom  dc  Roi ; il  n’y  vit  aucunc  trace  d’habitmts.  Monfieur  de 
“ Rochegude,  en  1774,  a defeendu  dans  un  autre  baic,  que  nous  avons  noniire 
4t  Baie  de  l’Oifcau,  U,  cetie  ieconde  radc  eft  a quarantes  licues  dc  la  premiere. 
“ 11  en  a cgalement  pris  poffdfion,  & il  n’y  trouva  cgalement  aucune  trace  d’liabitants.’* 
Kerguelen , p.  92. 

Vol.  I,  K Naves 
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Naves  Refolution 
et  Difcovery 

dc  Rcge  Magna  Britannia, 

Decembris  1776. 

I then  put  it  again  into  a bottle,  together  with  a ftlver  two- 
penny piece  of  1771;  and  having  covered  the  mouth  of  the 
Saturday  28.  bottle  with  a leaden  cap,  I placed  it,  the  next  morning,  in 
a pile  of  floncs  ercdlcd  for  the  purpofe,  upon  a little  emi- 
nence on  the  North  fhorc  of  the  harbour,  and  near  to  the 
place  where  it  was  firft  found  ; in  which  pofition  it  cannot 
efcapc  the  notice  of  any  European,  whom  chance  or  defign 
may  bring  into  this  port.  Here  I difplayed  the  Britifh  flag, 
and  named  the  place  Cbrijimos  Harbour,  from  our  having  ar- 
rived in  it  on  that  fcllival. 

It  is  the  firrt,  or  northernmoft  inlet  that  we  meet  with  on 
the  South  Eaft  fide  of  Cape  St.  Louis  *,  which  forms  the 
North  fide  of  the  harbour,  and  is  alfo  the  Northern  point  of 
this  land.  The  Ctuation  alone  is  fufficicnt  to  diftinguifh  it 
from  any  of  the  other  inlets  ; and,  to  make  it  more  remark- 
able, its  South  point  terminates  in  a high  rock,  which  is 
perforated  quite  through,  fo  as  to  appear  like  the  arch  of  a 
bridge.  We  faw  none  like  this  upon  the  whole  coaft  f.  7 he 
harbour  has  another  diftinguifhing  mark  within,  from  a 

Angle 

* Cape  Francis,  for  reafons  already  aftigned. 

f If  there  could  be  the  lead  doubt  remaining  of  the  identity  of  the  Bare  de  1'Oifcau, 
and  Chrittmas  harbour,  the  circumftance  of  the  perforated  rock,  which  divides  it  from 
another  bay  to  the  South,  would  amount  to  a (t.kl  tL-monftration.  For  Monlicur  dc 
Pages  had  ob  furred  this  difcritr.inaiir  mark  before  Captain  Cook.  His  words  arc  as 
follows  : “ L’on  vit  que  la  cotc  dr  l’Kft,  voifuie  du  Cap  Francois,  avoit  deux  baics  • 

elles  etoient  fcparccs  par  une  p ..utc  tres  reconnoi (Table  par  fa  forme,  qui  reprejentoit 
“ une  port e eochtre,  au  trover/  df  tfueiit  Von  Vojiit  le  jour.'*  Voyages  du  M.  dc  Pages, 
Vol.  ii.  p.  67.  Jlvcry  one  knows  how  cxa&ly  the  form  of  a por/e  (alert,  or  arched 

gateway, 
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fingle  flone  or  rock,  of  a vaft  fizc,  which  lies  bn  the  top  of 
a hill  on  the  South  fide,  near  its  bottom ; and  oppofite  1 — » — 
this,  on  the  North  fide,  there  is  another  hill,  much  like  it, 
but  fnijller.  There  is  a fmall  beach  at  its  bottom,  where 
we  commonly  landed;  and,  behind  it,  fome  gently  riling 
ground;  on  the  top  of  which  is  a large  pool  of  frefh  water. 

The  land  on  both  fides  of  the  inlet  is  high,  and  it  runs  in 
Weft,  and  Weft  North  Weft,  about  two  miles.  Its  breadth 
is  one  mile  and  a quarter,  for  more  than  half  its  length ; 
above  which,  it  is  only  half  a mile.  The  depth  of  water, 
which  is  forty-five  fathoms  at  the  entrance,  varies,  as  we 
proceed  farther  in,  from  thirty,  to  five  and  four  fathoms, 
as  marked  upon  the  Plan.  The  ffiores  are  llcep;  and  the 
bottom  is  every  where  a fine  dark  land,  except  in  fome 
places  clofe  to  the  fhore,  where  there  are  beds  of  fea-wced, 
which  always  grows  on  rocky  ground.  The  head  of  the 
harbour  lies  open  only  to  two  points  of  the  compafs ; and 
even  thefe  are  covered  by  iflands  in  the  offing,  fo  that  no 
fca  can  fall  in  to  hurt  a (hip.  The  appearances  on  Ihore 
confirmed  this ; for  we  found  grafs  growing  clofe  to  high- 
water  mark,  which  is  a fure  fign  of  a pacific  harbour  •. 

It 

gateway,  correfponds  with  that  of  the  arch  of  a bridge.  It  is  very  fatisfa&ory  to  find 
the  two  navigators,  neither  of  whom  knew  any  thing  of  the  other's  ddcription, 
adopting  the  fame  idea;  which  both  proves  that  they  had  the  fame  uncommon  object 
before  their  eyes,  ar.d  that  they  made  an  accurate  report. 

• In  the  laft  Note,  wc  faw  how  remarkably  Monficur  de  Pages  and  Captain  Cook 
agree  qbout  the  appearance  of  the  South  Point  of  the  harbour  ; I fhall  here  fubjoin 
another  quotation  from  the  former,  containing  his  account  of  the  harbour  itfclf,  in 
which  the  Reader  may  trace  the  fame  diftinguilhing  features  obferved  by  Captain  Cook 
in  the  foregoing  paragraph. 

“ Le  6,  I’on  mit  a terre  dans  la  premiere  baie  a l’Eft  du  Cap  Francois,  & 1’on  prit 

potTdfion  dc  ccs  contrecs.  Ce  mouiilage confiflc  en  un  petite  radc,  qui  a environs 
“ quatres  cncablurcs,  ou  quatre  cents  toifes  dc  profondcur,  fur  un  tiers  cn  fus  dc  lar- 

K.  2 gcur. 
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It  is  high-water  here,  at  the  full  and  change  days,  about  ten 
o’clock ; and  the  tide  riles  and  falls  about  four  feet. 


After  I had  finiflied  this  bufinefs  of  the  infeription,  I 
went  in  my  boat  round  the  harbour,  and  landed  in  fcveral 
places,  to  examine  what  the  fhore  afforded ; and,  particu- 
larly, to  look  for  drift  wood.  For,  although  the  land  here 
was  totally  dcllitmc  of  trees,  this  might  not  be  the  cafe  in 
other  parts  ; and  if  there  were  any,  the  torrents  would  force 
fomc,  or,  at  leall,  ibme  branches,  into  the  fea,  which  would 
afterward  throw  them  upon  the  fhores ; as  in  all  other 
countries  where  there  is  wood,  and  in  many  where  there 
is  none  : but,  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  harbour, 
I found  not  a Angle  piece. 


In  the  afternoon,  I went  upon  Cape  St.  Louis*,  accompa- 
nied by  Mr.  King,  my  Second  Lieutenant.  I was  in  hopes, 
from  this  elevation,  to  have  had  a view  of  the  fca-coaft,  and 
of  the  iflands  lying  off  it.  Bur,  when  I got  up,  I found 
every  diftant  objett  below  me  hid  in  a thick  fog.  The 
land  on  the  fame  plain,  or  of  a greater  height,  was  vifible 
enough,  and  appeared  naked  and  defolatc  in  the  highcfl 


M gcur.  En  dedans  de  cctte  rade  eft  un  petit  port,  dont  1 ’entree,  de  quaeres  enca- 
44  blurcs  de  largcur,  prefeme  au  Sud-Eft.  La  fonde  dc  la  petite  rade  eft  depuis  qua- 
44  rant  c- cinq  jufqu’a  trente  brafles  } ct  cellc  du  port  depuis  fcize  jufqu’a  huit.  Lc 
44  fond  dcs  deux  eft  de  fable  noir  et  vafeux.  La  cote  dcs  deux  bords  eft  haute,  & par 
44  une  pente  tres  rude;  elle  eft  couvcrtc  de  verdure,  & il  y a unc  quantile  prodigieufe 
44  d’Outardcs.  Le  fond  du  port  eft  occupe  par  un  monticule  qui  laifle  entre  lui,  ct 
44  la  mcr  une  plage  ds  fable.  Unc  petite  riviere,  dc  tres  bonne  eau,  coulc  a la  mer 
44  dans  cct  endroit;  & cite  eft  fournic  par  un  lac  qui  eft  un  peu  au  loin,  au  deltas  du 
44  monticule.  II  y avoit  fur  lc  plage  beaucoup  de  pinguoins  & de  lions  marins.  Cca 
44  deux  cfpeces  d’animaux  nc  fuyoient  pas,  6i  l*on  augura  que  le  pays  n’etoit  point 
44  habile  j la  terre  rapportoit  de  1’hcrbc  large,  noire,  & bien  nourric,  qui  n’avoit  cc- 
44  pendant  que  cinque  pouces  ou  plus  de  hauteur.  L’on  ne  vit  aucun  arbre,  ni  figne 
44  d'habitation.’*  Vrjagt  du  Mwfuur  dt  Tom.  ii.  p.  69,  70. 

• Cape  Francois. 

degree ; 
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degree;  except  fome  hills  to  the  Southward,  which  were  , '7?s. 

• December. 

covered  with  lnow.  » / 

When  I got  on  board,  I found  the  launch  hoifled  in,  the 
Ihips  unmoored,  and  ready  to  put  to  fea ; but  our  failing 
was  deferred  till  five  o’clock  the  next  morning,  when  we  Sunday  ,3. 
weighed  anchor. 
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Departure  from  Chriftmas  Hail  cur. — Range  along  the 
Coaft,  to  difcover  its  Pofttion  and  Extent. — Several 
Promontories  and  Bays,  and  a Pcnitfda , deferibed  and 
named. — Danger  from  Shoals. — Another  Harbour  and 
a Sound. — Mr.  Anderfons  Obfervations  on  the  natural 
Productions,  Animals , Soil,  &c.  of  Kergueleris  Land. 

„ w6-  a S foon  as  the  (hips  were  out  of  Chriftmas  Harbour,  we 

December.  /-  i 1 

— — - 1 \ fleered  South  Call  4.  South,  along  the  coaft,  with  a 

u““ "}  '9'  fine  breeze  at  North  Nortlt  Weft,  and  clear  weather.  This 
we  thought  the  more  fortunate,  as,  for  fome  time  paft,  fogs 
had  prevailed,  more  or  lefs,  every  day;  and  the  continu- 
ance of  them  would  have  defeated  our  plan  of  extending 
Kerguelen’s  difeovery.  We  kept  the  lead  conftantly  going ; 
but  fcldom  flruck  ground  with  a line  of  fifty  or  fixty 
fathoms. 

About  feven  or  eight  o’clock,  we  were  off  a promontory, 
which  I called  Cape  Cumberland.  It  lies  a league  and  a 
half  from  the  South  point  of  Chriftmas  Harbour,  in  the 
direction  of  South  Eaft  4 South.  Between  them  is  a bay 
with  two  arms,  both  of  which  feemed  to  afford  good  (belter 
for  (hipping.  Off  Cape  Cumberland  is  a (mail  but  pretty 
high  ifland,  on  the  fummit  of  which  is  a rock  like  a fen- 
try-box,  which  occafioncd  our  giving  that  name  to  the 
ifland.  Two  miles  farther  to  the  Eaft  ward,  lies  a groupc  of 
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final  I iflands  and  rocks,  with  broken  ground  about  them : 'r7Sjer 

we  failed  between  thefe  and  Sentry-Box  lfland,  the  chan-  , < 

nel  being  a full  mile  broad,  and  more  than  forty  fathoms 
deep  ; for  we  found  no  bottom  with  that  length  of  line. 

Being  through  this  channel,  we  difeovered,  on  the  South 
fide  of  Cape  Cumberland,  a bay,  running  in  three  leagues  to 
the  Weftward.  It  is’  formed  by  this  Cape  to  the  North,  and 
by  a promontory  to  the  South,  which  I named  Point  Pringle, 
after  my  good  friend  Sir  John  Pringle,  Prcfidcnt  of  the  Royal 
Society.  The  bottom  of  this  bay  was  called  Cumberland 
Bay;  and  it  feemed  to  be  disjoined  from  the  fea,  which 
wafhes  the  North  Weft  coaft  of  this  country,  by  a narrow 
neck  of  land.  Appearances,  at  leaft,  favoured  fuch  a con- 
jecture. 

To  the  Southward  of  Point  Pringle,  the  coaft  is  formed 
into  a fifth  bay  j of  which  this  point  is  the  Northern  ex- 
treme ; and  from  it,  to  the  Southern  extreme,  is  about  four 
miles  in  the  direction  of  South  South  Eaft  4 Baft.  In  this 
bay,  which  obtained  the  Name  of  White  Bay,  on  account  of 
fome  white  fpots  of  land  or  rocks  in  the  bottom  of  it,  are 
feveral  Idler  bays  or  coves,  which  feemed  to  be  flickered 
from  all  winds.  Off  the  South  point,  are  feveral  rocks 
which  raife  their  heads  above  water } and,  probably,  many 
more  that  do  not. 

Thus  far  our  courfe  was  in  a direction  parallel  to  the 
coaft,  and  not  more  than  two  miles  from  it.  Thither  our 
glaflcs  were  continually  pointed;  and  we  could  eafily  fee 
that,  except  the  bottoms  of  the  bays  and  coves,  which,  for 
the  moft  part,  terminated  in  fandy  beaches,  the  fhores  were 
rocky,  and,  in  many  places,  fwarmed  with  birds;  but  the 
7 country 
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country  had  the  fame  barren  and  naked  appearance  as  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Chriftmas  Harbour. 

We  had  kept  on  our  larboard  bow,  the  land  which  firft 
opened  off  Cape  St.  Louis  *,  in  the  direction  of  South  53°  Eaft, 
thinking  that  it  was  an  iiland,  and  that  we  Ihould  find  a paf- 
fage  berween  it  and  the  main.  We  now  difeovered  this  to  be 
a miftake  ; and  found  that  it  was  a peninfula,  joined  to  the 
rcll  of  the  coaft  by  a low  ifthmus.  1 called  the  bay,  formed 
by  this  peninfula,  Rcpulfc  Bay  j and  a branch  of  it  feemed 
to  run  a good  way  inland  towards  the  South  South  Weft. 
Leaving  this,  we  ftccred  for  the  Northern  point  of  the  penin- 
fula,  which  we  named  Howe’s  Foreland,  in  honour  of  Ad- 
miral Lord  Howe. 

As  we  drew  near  it,  we  perceived  fome  rocks  and  breakers 
near  the  North  Weft  part;  and  two  ifiands  a league  and  a 
half  to  the  Eaftward  of  it,  which,  at  firft,  appeared  as  one.- 
1 fleered  between  them  and  the  Foreland  -f-,  and  was  in  the 
middle  of  the  channel  by  noon.  At  that  time  our  latitude, 
by  obfervation,  was  48°  ji'  South ; and  we  had  made  twenty- 
fix  miles  of  Eaft  longitude  from  Cape  St.  Louis  J. 

From  this  fituation,  the  mod  advanced  land  to  the  South- 
ward bore  South  Eaft ; but  the  trending  of  the  coaft  from 
the  Foreland  was  more  Southerly.  The  iilands  which  lie 

* Cnpe  Francois. 

t Though  Kerguelen^  (hips,  in  1773,  did  not  venture  to  explore  this  part  of  the 
Monficur  do  Pages’s  account  of  it  anfwcrs  well  10  Captain  Cook’s.  “ Du  17 
44  au  23, 1’on  nc  pritd’autre  conn  oi  fiance  que  cclle  dr  la  figure  dc  la  cctc,  qui,  courant 
44  d’abord  au  Sud-Eft,  & revenant  enfuitc  au  Nord-Eft,  formoit  un  grand  golfe.  II 
41  ctoit  occupc  par  des  hrifans  & dcs  rochcrs ; U avcit  aufli  une  iflc  balk*,  & aflez 
41  ctcndue,  6c  1’on  ufa  d’une  bicn  foigneufe  precaution,  pour  nc  pas  s’affaJcr  dans  cc 
44  golfe.”  Vcyage  du  M.  (U  l om.  ii.  p.  67. 
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off  Chriflmas  Harbour  bore  North;  and  the  North  point  of 
the  Foreland,  North  60°  Weft,  diftant  three  miles.  The  land 
of  this  Peninfula,  or  I'oreland,  is  of  a moderate  height,  and 
of  a hilly  and  rocky  1'ubftanc.e.  The  coafl  is  low,  with 
rocky  points  Ihooting  out  from  it;  between  which  points 
are  little  coves,  with  Tandy  beaches ; ^nd  thel'e,  at  this  time, 
were  moftly  covered  with  fca  birds.  We  alfo  faw  upon 
them  fomc  feals. 

As  Toon  as  we  were  clear  of  the  rocks  and  iflands  before 
mentioned,  I gave  orders  to  fleer  South  Eaft  by  South,  along 
the  coafl.  But  before  thefe  orders  could  be  carried  into  ex- 
ecution, we  difeovered  the  whole  fea  before  us  to  be  che- 
quered with  large  beds  of  rock-weed,  which  we  knew  to  be 
fall  to  the  bottom,  and  to  grow  on  rocky  Ihoals.  I had 
often  found  a great  depth  of  water  on  fuch  Ihoals ; and  I 
had,  as  often,  found  rocks  that  have  railed  their  heads 
nearly  to  the  furfacc  of  the  water.  It  is  always  dangerous, 
therefore,  to  fail  over  them  before  they  arc  well  examined  ; 
but  more  efpecially,  when  there  is  no  Purge  of  the  fca  to 
difeover  the.  danger.  This  was  the  cafe  at  prefent,  for  the 
fea  was  as  fmooth  as  a mill-pond.  Confequently  we  endea- 
voured to  avoid  them,  by  fleering  through  the  winding 
channels  by  which  they  were  feparated.  We  kept  the  lead 
continually  going;  but  never  ftruck  ground  with  a line  of 
fixty  fathoms.  This  circumflancc  increafcd  the  danger,  as 
we  could  not  anchor,  whatever  necefiity  there  might  be  for 
it.  After  running  in  this  manner  above  an  hour,  we  difeo- 
vered a lurking  rock,  juft  even  with  the  furface  of  the  fea. 
It  bore  North  Eaft  y Eaft,  diftant  three  or  four  miles,  and 
lay  in  the  middle  of  one  of  thefe  large  beds  of.wccds.  This 
was  a fufficient  warning  to  make  us  ufc  every  precaution  to 
prevent  our  coming  upon  them. 
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i77«.  Wc  were  now  crofs  the  mouth  of  a large  bay,  that  lies 

ecembcT.  # 

— v— ' about  eight  miles  to  the  Southward  of  Howe’s  Foreland.  In 
and  before  the  entrance  of  this  bay  are  feveral  low  i (lands, 
rocks,  and  thofc  beds  of  fea-wccd.  But  there  feemed  to  be 
winding  channels  between  them.  After  continuing  our 
couri’c  half  an  hour  longer,  we  were  fo  much  embarr.nTed 
with  thefe  flioals,  that  I refolved  to  haul  off  to  the  Eaft- 
ward,  as  the  likelieft  means  of  extricating  ourfelvcs  from 
the  danger  that  threatened  us.  But  fo  far  was  this  from 
anfwcring  the  intended  purpofc,  that  it  brought  us  into 
more.  I therefore  found  it.abfolutcly  ncccflary  to  fccurc 
the  fliips,  if  poffible,  in  fome  place  before  night;  cfpecially 
as  the  weather  had  now  become  hazy,  and  a fog  was  ap- 
prehended. And  feeing  fume  inlets  to  the  South  Weil  of 
us,  I ordered  Captain  Clerke,  as  the  Difcovcry  drew  lef9 
water  than  the  Refolution,  to  lead  in  for  the  fhore  j which 
was  accordingly  done. 

In  Handing  in,  it  -was  not  polliblc  to  avoid  running  over 
the  edges  of  fome  of  the  fhoals,  on  which  wc  found  from 
ten  to  twenty  fathoms  water;  and  the  moment  we  were 
over,  had  no  ground  at  the  depth  of  fifty  fathoms.  After 
making  a few  boards  to  weather  a fpit  that  run  out  from 
an  illand  on  our  Ice,  Captain  Clerke  made  the  fignal  for 
having  difeovered  an  harbour ; in  which,  about  five  o’clock, 
we  anchored  in  fifteen  fathoms  water,  over  a bottom  of  fine 
dark  fand,  about  three  quarters  of  a mile  from  the  fhore; 
the  North  point  of  the  harbour  bearing  North  by  Eafl  ~ Eaft, 
one  mile  diflant ; and  the  fmall  iflands  in  the  entrance, 
within  which  we  anchored,  extending  from  Eaft  to  South 
Eaft. 

Scarcely  were  the  fiiips  fecured,  when  it  began  to  blow 
very  ftrong;  fo  that  we  thought  it  prudent  to  ftrike  top- 
7 gallant 
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gallant  yards.  The  weather,  however,  continued  fair ; and  Dc'cjjfb'cl. 
the  wind  difperfing  the  fog  that  had  fettled  on  the  hills,  it  >- — 
was  tolerably  clear  alfo.  The  moment,  therefore,  we  had 
anchored,  I hoitled  out  two  boats ; in  one  of  which  I fent 
Mr.  Bligh,  the  Mailer,  to  furvey  the  upper-part  of  the  har- 
bour, and  look  for  wood ; for  not  a fhrub  was  to  be  feen 
from  the  fliip.  I alfo  defired  Captain  Clcrke  to  fend  his 
Mailer  to  found  the  channel  that  is  on  the  South  fide  of  the 
ftnall  illcs,  between  them  and  a pretty  large  illand  which 
lies  near  the  South  point  of  the  harbour.  Having  given 
thefc  directions,  I went  myfelf,  in  my  other  boat,  accompa- 
nied by  Mr.  Gore,  my  firlt  Lieutenant,  and  Mr.  Baily,  and 
landed  on  the  North  point,  to  fee  what  1 could  difeover  from 
thence. 

From  the  highelt  hill  over  the  point,  we  had  a pretty  good 
view  of  the  fea-coall,  as  far  as  Howe’s  Foreland.  It  is 
much  indented,  and  feveral  rocky  points  feemed  to  fhooc 
out  from  it,  with  coves  and  inlets  of  unequal  extent.  One 
of  the  latter,  the  end  of  which  I could  not  fee,  was  dif- 
joined  from  that  in  which  the  fliips  were  at  anchor,  by  the 
point  we  then  Hood  upon.  A great  many  fmall  iflands, 
rocks,  and  breakers  appeared  fcattered  along  the  coall,  as 
well  to  the  Southward  as  Northward ; and  I law  no  better 
channel  to  get  out  of  the  harbour,  than  by  tlie  one  through  • 
which  vve  had  entered  it. 

While  Mr.  Baily  and  I were  making  the  obfervations,  Mr. 

Core  encompalfcd  the  hill;  and  joined  us  by  a different 
route,  at  the  place  where  I had  ordered  the  boat  to  wait  for 
us.  Except  the  craggy  precipices,  we  met  with  nothing  to 
obftrucl  our  walk.  For  the  country  was,  if  polliblc,  more 
barren  and  defolatc  than  about  Chrillmas  Harbour.  And 
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December  yet>  t^lcre  be  the  lead  fertility  in  any  part  of  this  land, 
c — «- — < we  ought  to  have  found  it  in  this,  which  is  completely 
flieltcred  from  the  predominating  bleak  Southerly  and 
Weftcrly  winds.  I obferved,  with  regret,  that  there  was 
neither  food  nor  covering  for  cattle  of  any  fort;  and  that,  if 
I left  any,  they  mud  inevitably  perifli.  In  the  little  cove 
where  the  boat  waited  for  us  (which  I called  Penguin  Cove, 
as  the  beach  was  covered  with  thefe  birds),  is  a fine  rivulet 
of  frefli  water,  that  may  be  ealily  come  at.  Here  were  alfo 
fome  large  feals,  flings,  and  a few  ducks ; and  Mr.  Baily 
had  a tranfient  fight  of  a very  fmall  land  bird;  but  it  flew 
amongfl  the  rocks,  and  we  lod  it.  About  nine  o'clock  we 
got  on  board. 

Soon  after,  Mr.  Bligh  returned,  and  reported,  that  he  had 
been  four  miles  up  the  harbour,  and,  as  he  judged,  not  far 
from  the  head  of  it.  He  found  that  its  dirctftion  was  Wed 
South  Wed ; and  that  its  breadth,  a little  above  the  fhips,  did 
not  exceed  a mile;  but  grew  narrower  towards  the  head. 
The  foundings  were  very  irregular,  being  from  tbirty-feven 
to  ten  fathoms;  and,  except  under  the  beds  of  fea-weed, 
which  in  many  places  extended  from  the  fliore  near  half 
channel  over,  the  bottom  was  a fine  fand.  lie  landed  on 
both  fliores,  which  he  found  barren  and  rocky,  without  the 
lead  figns  of  tree  or  flirub,  and  with  very  little  verdure  of 
any  kind.  Penguins,  and  other  oceanic  birds  and  feals,  oc- 
cupied part  of  the  coad;  but  not  in  fuch  numbers  as  at 
Chriflmas  Harbour. 

Finding  no  encouragement  to  continue  our  refearches, 
Monday  30.  and,  the  next  morning,  both  wind  and  weather  being  fa- 
vourable, I weighed  anchor  and  put  to  fea.  To  this  harbour 
I gave  the  name  of  Port  Pallifer,  in  honour  of  my  worthy 
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friend  Admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer.  It  is  fituated  in  the  lati-  DcJ.”6b'„, 

tude  of  49"  3'  South,  in  the  longitude  of  69°  37'  Eaft,  and  ' 

five  leagues  from  Howe’s  Foreland,  in  the  direction  of  South 
25°  Call.  There  are  lcveral  illands,  rocks,  and  breakers 
lying  in  and  without  the  entrance,  for  which  the  annexed 
Chart  of  the  coaft,  and  fketch  of  the  harbour,  may  be  con- 
fultcd.  We  went  in  and  out  between  them  and  the  North 
head ; but  I have  no  doubt  that  there  are  other  channels. 

As  we  were  Handing  out  of  Port  Pallifer,  we  difeovered  a 
round  hill,  like  a fugar-loaf,  in  the  direction  of  South  72° 

Eaft,  about  nine  leagues  diftant.  It  had  the  appearance  of 
an  ifland  lying  at  iome  diftancc  from  the  coaft;  but  we 
afterwards  found  it  was  upon  the  main  land.  In  getting 
out  to  fea,  we  had  to  fleer  through  the  winding  channels 
amongft  the  Ihoals.  However,  wc  ventured  to  run  over 
fome  of  them,  on  which  wc  never  found  lefs  than  eighteen 
fathoms,  and  often  did  not  ftrike  ground  with  twenty-four; 
fo  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  fea-weed  growing  upon  all 
of  them,  they  would  not  have  been  difeovered. 

After  we  had  got  about  three  or  four  leagues  from  the 
coaft,  we  found  a clear  fea,  and  then  fleered  Eaft  till  nine 
o’clock,  when  the  Sugar  Loaf  hill,  above  mentioned,  which 
I named  Mount  Campbell,  bore  South  Eaft,  and  a fmall 
ifland  that  lies  to  the  Northward  of  it.  South  South  Eaft, 
diftant  four  leagues.  I now  ilecrcd  more  Southerly,  in  or- 
der to  get  in  with  the  land.  At  noon,  the  latitude  by  double 
altitudes  was  49°  S’  South;  and  we  had  made  eighty  miles 
of  Eaft  longitude  from  Cape  St.  Louis*.  Mount  Campbell 
bore  South  47“  Weft,  diftant  about  four  leagues ; a low 
point,  beyond  which  no  land  was  to  be  feen,  bore  South 
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South  Eaft,  at  the  diftance  of  about  twenty  miles;  and  we 
were  about  two  leagues  from  the  fhore. 

The  land  here  is  low  and  level  *.  The  mountains  ending 
about  five  leagues  from  the  low  point,  a great  extent  of  low 
land  is  left,  on  which  Mount  Campbell  is  lituated,  about 
four  miles  from  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  and  one  from 
the  fea  coaft.  Thcfc  mountains  have  a confiderable  eleva- 
tion, as  alfo  mod  of  the  inland  ones.  They  feemed  to  be 
compofed  of  naked  rocks,  whofe  fummits  were  capt  with 
fnow.  Nor  did  the  valleys  appear  to  greater  advantage. 
To  whatever  quarter  we  directed  our  glafles,  nothing  but 
llerility  was  to  be  fccn. 

We  had  fcarccly  finifhcil  taking  the  bearings  at  noon, 
before  we  obferved  low  land  opening  off  the  low  point  juft 
mentioned,  in  the  direction  of  South  South  Eaft,  and  eight 
miles  beyond  it.  This  new  point  proved  to  be  the  very 
Eaftcrn  extremity  of  this  land,  and  it  was  named  Cape 
Digby.  It  is  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  49*  23'  South,  and  in 
the  longitude  of  70°  34'  Eaft. 

between  Howe’s  Foreland  and  Cape  Digby, . the  fliore 
forms  (befides  the  fevcral  IclTer  bays  and  harbours)  one 
great  bay  that  extends  lcvcral  leagues  to  the  South  Weft, 
where  it  feemed  to  lofe  ilfelf  in  various  arms  running  in 
between  the  mountains.  A prodigious  quantity  of  fea- 
weed  grows  all  over  it,  which  feemed  to  be  the  fame  fort  of 
weed  that  Mr.  Banks  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  fucut 

* This  part  of  the  coaft  feems  to  be  wh.it  the  French  few  on  the  5th  of  January 
1774.  Monftcur  dc  Pages  fpcaks  of  it  thus : “ Nous  reconnumcs  unc  nouvelle  cotc 
“ ctendue  do  toutc  veu  dans  PEft,  & dans  Ic  Oucft.  Lcs  terres  dc  cettc  cotc  etoient 
“ fnoins  c lev  cos  tjuc  ccllcs  que  nous  avions  veucs  jufqucs  ici;  dies  etoient  auffi  d'uti 
“ Wpcft  moins  rudc-’’  7).-  Pajii,  Tom.  ii.  p.  68. 
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giganteut  *.  Some  of  this  weed  is  of  a moil  enormous  length,  E <77*j 
though  the  Hem  is  not  much  thicker  than  a man’s  thumb.  — v — 1 
I have  mentioned,  that  on  fame  of  the  flioals  upon  which  it 
grows,  we  did  not  ftrike  ground  with  a line  of  twenty-four 
fathoms.  The  depth  of  water,  therefore,  mud  have  been 
greater.  And  as  this  weed  docs  not  grow  in  a perpendicu- 
lar ditetflion,  but  makes  a very  acute  angle  with  the  bot- 
tom, and  much  of  it  afterwards  fpreads  many  fathoms  on 
the  furface  of  the  fea,  I am  well  warranted  to  fay,  that 
fomc  of  it  grows  to  the  length  of  fixty  fathoms  and  up- 
ward. 

At  one  o’clock  (having  run  two  leagues  upon  a South 
Eaft  ^ tail  courfe,  from  noon)  we  founded,  and  found 
eighteen  fathoms  water,  and  a bottom  of  fine  fand.  Seeing 
a lniall  bending  in  the  coall,  on  the  North  fide  of  Cape 
Digby,  1 fleered  for  it.  It  was  my  intention  to  anchor  there, 
if  I fliould  find  it  might  be  done  with  fafety,  and  to  land 
on  the  Cape,  to  examine  what  the  low  land  within  it  pro- 
duced. After  running  in  one  league,  we  founded  again, 
and  found  thirteen  fathoms;  and  immediately  after,  law  a 
Ihoal  right  before  us,  that  feemed  to  extend  oiF  from  the 
fiiorc,  from  which  we  were  diflant  about  two  miles.  This 
difeovery  obliged  us  to  haul  ofi',  Eafl  by  South,  one  league, 
where  our  depth  of  water  cncrcafed  to  twenty-five  fathoms. 

We  then  fleered  along  fhore,  and  continued  in  the  fame 
depth,  over  a bottom  of  fine  fand,  till  Cape  Digby  bore 
Weft,  two  leagues  diflant,  when  we  found  twenty-fix  fa- 
thoms- 

After  this  we  did  not  flrike  ground,  though  we  tried 
fcveral  times ; but  the  fhip  having  a good  deal  of  way,  ran 

* See  Hawkefworth’s  Collection  of  Voyages,  Vol.  ii.  p.  42.  • 
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the  line  out  before  the  lead  could  reach  the  bottom ; and 
being  difappointcd  in  my  views  both  of  anchoring  and  of 
landing,  I would  not  fhorten  fail,  but  pulhed  forward,  in 
order  to  fee  as  much  of  the  coaft  as  pofliblc  before  night. 
From  Cape  Digby,  it  trends  nearly  South  Weft  by  South 
for  about  four  or  five  leagues,  or  to  a low  point,  to  which, 
in  honour  of  her  Majefty,  1 gave  the  name  of  Point  Char- 
lotte, and  it  is  the  Southernmoft  on  the  low  coaft. 

Six  leagues  from  Cape  Digby,  in  the  direction  of  South 
South  Weft  t Weft,  is  a pretty  high  projecting  point,  which 
was  called  Prince  of  Wales’s  Foreland ; and  fix  leagues  be- 
yond that,  in  the  fame  direction,  and  in  the  latitude  of  49° 
54'  South,  and  the  longitude  of  70°  13'  Eaft,  is  the  moll 
Southerly  point  of  the  whole  coaft,  which  I diftinguilhed  by 
the  name  of  Cape  George,  in  honour  of  his  Majefty. 

Between  Point  Charlotte  and  Prince  of  Wales’s  Foreland, 
where  the  country  to  the  South  Weft  began  again  to  be 
hilly,  is  a deep  inlet,  which  was  called  Royal  Sound.  It 
runs  in  Weft,  quite  to  the  foot  of  the  mountains  which 
bound  it  on  the  South  Weft,  as  the  low  land  before-men- 
tioned does  on  the  North.  There  are  illands  lying  in  the 
entrance,  and  others  higher  up,  as  far  as  we  could  diftin- 
guifh.  As  we  advanced  to  the  South,  we  obferved,  on  the 
South  Weft  fide  of  Prince  of  Wales’s  Foreland,  another  inlet 
into  Royal  Sound  ; and  it  then  appeared,  that  the  Foreland 
was  the  Eaft  point  of  a large  ifland  lying  in  the  mouth  of  it. 
There  are  feveral  lmall  illands  in  this  inlet ; and  one  about 
a league  to  the  Southward  of  Prince  of  Wales’s  Foreland. 

All  the  land  on  the  South  Weft  fide  of  Royal  Sound,  quite 
to  Cape  George,  is  compofed  of  elevated  hills,  that  rife  di- 
reflly  from  the  fea,  one  behind  another,  to  a confiderablc 
4 height. 
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height.  Mod  of  the  fummits  were  capt  with  fnow,  and  Dc'c^b 
they  appeared  as  naked  and  barren  as  any  we  had  fc-cn.  » — *— ■ 
The  totalled  veftige  of  a tree  or  fhrub  was  not  difcoverablc, 
either  inland  or  on  the  coaftj  and,  I think,  I may  venture 
to  pronounce  that  the  country  produces  none.  The  low 
land  about  Cape  Digby,  when  examined  through  our  glades, 
rcfcmbled  the  reft  of  the  low  land  we  had  before  met  with  ; 
that  is,  it  appeared  to  be  partly  naked  and  partly  covered 
with  a green  turf;  a defeription  of  which  fhall  be  given  in 
its  proper  place.  The  Ihore  is  compofcd  of  fandy  beaches, 
on  which  were  many  penguins,  and  other  oceanic  birds 
and  an  immenfe  number  of  Ihags  kept  perpetually  flying 
about  the  ihips  as  we  failed  along. 

Being  defirous  of  getting  the  length  of  Cape  George,  to 
be  allured  whether  or  no  it  was  the  mod  Southerly  point  of 
the  whole  land,  I continued  to  ftretch  to  the  South,  under 
all  the  fail  we  could  carry,  till  half  an  hour  pad  feven 
o’clock;  when,  feeing  no  likelihood  of  accomplilhing  my 
dciign,  as  the  wind  had,  by  this  time,  fliifted  to  Wed  South 
Wed,  the  very  direction  in  which  we  wanted  to  go,  I took 
the  advantage  of  the  drifting  of  the  wind,  and  flood  away 
from  the  coad. 

At  this  time  Cape  George  bore  South  53°  Wed,  didant 
about  feven  leagues.  A fmall  ifland  that  lies  off  the  pitch 
of  the  Cape,  was  the  only  land  we  could  fee  to  the  South  of 
it ; and  we  were  farther  confirmed  that  there  wa3  no  more 
in  that  quarter,  by  a South  Wed  fwell  which  we  met  as 
foon  as  we  brought  the  Cape  to  bear  in  this  direction. 

But  we  have  dill  a flrongcr  proof  that  no  part  of  this  land 
can  extend  much,  if  at  all,  to  the  Southward  of  Cape 
George  ; and  that  is,  Captain  Furncaux’s  track  in  February 
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December  J773>  after  his  reparation  from  me  during  my  late  voyage. 

> , — < His  log-book  is  now  lying  before  me ; and  I find  from  it, 

that  he  croffed  the  meridian  of  this  land  only  about  feven- 
teen  leagues  to  the  Southward  of  Cape  George;  a diftance 
at  which  it  may  very  well  be  feen  in  clear  weather.  This 
feems  to  have  been  the  cafe  when  Captain  Furneaux  palled 
it.  For  his  log-book  makes  no  mention  of  fogs  or  hazy 
weather;  on  the  contrary,  it  exprefsly  tells  us,  that,  when 
in  this  fituation,  they  had  it  in  their  power  to  make  obser- 
vations, both  for  latitude  and  longitude,  on  board  his  Ship; 
fo  that,  if  this  land  extends  farther  South  than  Cape  George* 
it  would  have  been  Scarcely  pollible  that  he  fliould  have 
palfed  without  feeing  it. 

From  thefe  circumllances  we  are  able  to  determine, 
within  a very  few  miles,  the  quantity  of  latitude  that  this 
land  occupies ; which  does  not  much  exceed  one  degree  and 
a quarter.  As  to  its  extent  from  Eall  to  Weft,  that  ftill  re- 
mains undecided.  We  only  know,  that  no  part  of  it  can 
reach  fo  far  to  the  Weft  as  the  meridian  of  63°;  bccaufc,  in 
1773>  under  that  meridian,  I Searched  for  it  in  vain  *. 

The  French  difeoverers,  with  Some  rcafon,  imagined  Cape 
St.  Louis  ■f  to  be  the  projecting  point  of  a Southern  conti- 
nent. 

• If  the  French  obfervations,  as  marked  upon  Captain  Cook’s  Chart,  and  ftill  more 
authentically  upon  that  publifhed  by  their  own  difeoverers,  may  be  depended  upon, 
this  land  doth  not  reach  fo  far  to  the  Weft  as  the  meridian  of  683 ; Cape  Louis, 
which  is  represented  as  its  mod  Wcftcrly  point,  being  laid  down  by  them  to  the  Eaft 
of  that  meiidun. 

t '1  he  idea  of  Cape  Louis  being  this  projecting  point  of  a Southern  continent,  muft 
have  foon  vanifticd,  as  Cape  Francois,  within  a year  after,  was  found,  by  the  fame 
difeoverer,  to  lie  above  one  third  of  a degree  farther  North  upon  the  fame  land.  But 
if  Kerguelen  entouined  any  fuch  imagination  at  firft,  we  are  furc  that,  at  prefenr, 
he  thinks  very  differently.  This  appears  from  the  following  explicit  declaration  of  his 
fcntiincnts,  which  deferves  to  be  tranferibed  from  his  late  publication,  as  it  docs  equal 
4 honour 
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nent.  The  Englifh  have  fincc  proved  that  no  fuch  continent  D 
exifts  ; and  that  the  land  in  queflion  is  an  illand  of  no  great  ’ < ' 

extent  * ; which,  from  its  flerility,  I fhould,  with  great  pro- 
priety, call  the  Ifland  of  Defolation,  but  that  I would  not 
rob  Monfieur  de  Kerguelen  of  the  honour  of  its  bearing  his 
name  t* 


honour  to  hi*  candour,  and  to  Captain  Cook’s  abilities.  “ La  terre  que  j’ai  decou- 
“ verte  eft  ccrtaincment  unt  Ijle ; puifque  1c  cclcbrc  Capitainc  Cook  a pafle  au  Sud, 
« lors  dc  (bn  premiere  voyage,  fans  ricn  rencontrer.  Je  jugemcme,  que  cettc  ifle  n'efl 
“ pas  lien  grand*.  11  y a auiE  apparence,  d’apres  le  Voyage  dc  Monfieur  Cook, 
“ que  toutc  cette  iStenduc  dc  Mcrs  Mcridionatcs,  eft  fcmcc  d’lflcs  ou  de  rocherS) 
“ mais  qu’il  n’y  a ni  continent  ni  grande  terre.**  Kerguelen,  p.  92. 

• Kerguelen,  as  we  fee  in  the  laft  Note,  concurs  with  Captain  Cook  as  to  this. 
However,  he  tells  us,  that  he  has  reafon  to  believe  that  it  is  about  two  hundred  leagues 
in  circuit;  and  that  he  was  acquainted  with  about  fourfcorc  leagues  of  its  coaft. 
“ J’cn  connois  environs  quatre-vingt  lieues  des  cotes  ; & j’ai  lieu  dc  croire,  qu’clic 
“ a environ  deux  cents  licucs  dc  circuit/*  Kerguelen , ibid. 

•f  Some  of  Monfieur  dc  Kerguelen’s  own  countrymen  feem  more  defirous  than  we 
are,  to  rob  him  of  this  honour.  It  is  very  remarkable  that  Monfieur  dc  Pages  never 
once  mentions  the  name  of  his  commander.  And,  though  he  takes  occafion  to  enu- 
merate the  fevcral  French  explorers  of  the  Southern  Hemifphcrc,  from  Gonncville 
down  to  Crozet,  he  affects  to  preferve  an  entire  filcnce  about  Kerguelen,  whole  firll 
voyage,  in  which  the  difeovery  of  this  confidcrablc  tratft  of  land  was  made,  is  kept  as 
much  out  of  fight,  as  if  it  never  had  taken  place.  Nay,  not  fatisfied  with  refilling  to 
acknowledge  the  right  of  another,  he  almoft  afiumes  it  to  himfclf.  For  upon  a Map 
of  the  World,  annexed  to  his  book,  at  the  fpot  where  the  new  land  is  delineated,  wc 
read  this  infeription  : Ijltt  nests,  files  Aujlrales  t suits  par  Monfieur  de  Pagest  en  1 774. 
He  could  fcarccly  have  exprefied  himfclf  in  ftrongcr  terms,  if  he  had  meant  to  convey 
an  idea  that  he  was  the  conductor  of  the  difeovery.  And  yet  wc  know,  that  he  was 
only  a Lieutenant  [Enfcigne  de  vaificau]  on  board  one  of  the  three  (hips  commanded 
by  Kerguelen  ; and  that  the  difeovery  had  been  already  made  in  a former  voyage,  un- 
dertaken while  he  was  a&ually  engaged  in  his  fingular  journey  round  the  world. 

After  all,  it  cannot  but  be  remarked,  that  Kerguelen  was  peculiarly  unfortunate,  in 
having  done  fo  little  to  complete  what  he  had  begun.  He  difeovered  a new  land  indeed; 
but,  in  two  expeditions  to  it,  he  could  not  once  bring  his  (hips  to  an  anchor  upon 
any  part  of  itscoafts.  Captain  Cook,  as  wc  have  feen  in  this,  and  in  the  foregoing 
Chapter,  had  either  fewer  difficulties  to  ftrugglc  with,  or  was  more  fuccefiful  in  fur- 
mounting  them. 
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Mr.  Anderfon,  my  Surgeon,  who,  as  I have  already  men- 
tioned, had  made  Natural  Hiltory  a part  of  his  ftudies,  loft 
no  opportunity,  during  the  fhort  time  we  lay  in  Chriftmas 
Harbour,  of  fearching  the  country  in  every  direction.  He 
afterwards  communicated  to  me  the  obfervations  he  made 
on  its  natural  productions ; and  I fhall  infert  them  here 
in  his  own  words. 

“ Perhaps  no  place,  hitherto  difeovered  in  either  hemi- 
fphere,  under  the  fame  parallel  of  latitude,  a fiords  fo  fcanty 
a field  for  the  naturalift  as  this  barren  fpot.  The  verdure 
which  appears,  when  at  a little  diftancc  from  the  fhore, 
would  flatter  one  with  the  expectation  of  meeting  with  fomc 
hetbagCi  but  in  this  wc  were  much  deceived.  For  on  land- 
ing we  faw  that  this  lively  colour  was  occafioned  only  by 
one  fmall  plant,  not  much  unlike  fome  forts  of  faxifrage, 
which  grows  in  large  fpreading  tufts,  to  a confidcrablc  way 
up  the  hills.  It  forms  a furface  of  a pretty  large  texture, 
and  grows  on  a kind  of  rotten  turf,  into  which  one  links  a 
foot  or  tw'o  at  every  flop.  This  turf,  dried,  might,  in  cafes 
ofncccffity,  ferve  for  fuel,  and  is  the  only  thing  wc  met 
with  here  that  could  poffibly  be  applied  to  this  ufc. 

There  is  another  plant,  plentifully  enough  fcattered  about 
the  boggy  declivities,  which  grows  to  near  the  height  of 
tw'o  feet,  and  not  much  unlike  a fmall  cabbage,  when  it 
has  (hot  into  feeds.  The  leaves  about  the  root  arc  nume- 
rous, large,  and  rounded  ; narrower  at  the  bafe,  and  ending 
in  a fmall  point.  Thofe  on  the  (talks  are  much  fmaller, 
oblong,  and  pointed.  The  (talks,  which  are  often  three 
or  four,  all  rife  fcparatcly  from  the  root,  and  run  into  long 
cylindrical  heads,  com  poled  of  fmall  flowers.  It  has  not 

only 
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only  the  appearance,  but  the  watery  acrid  tafte  of  the  anti-  nJ77^ 

fcorbutic  plants,  and  yet  differs  materially  from  the  -whole  « — , < 

tribe ; fo  that  we  looked  upon  it  as  a produ&ion  entirely 
peculiar  to  ihfc-  place.  We  eat  it  frequently  raw,  and 
found  it  almoll  like  the  New  Zealand  fcurvy-grals.  But  it 
feemed  to  acquire  a rank  flavour  by  being  boiled ; which, 
however,  feme  of  our  people  did  not  perceive,  and  efleemed 
it  good.  If  it  could  be  introduced  into  our  kitchen  gardens> 
it  would,  in  all  probability,  improve  fo  far  by  cultivation, 
as  to  be  an  excellent  pot-lierb.  At  this  time,  none  of  its 
feeds  were  ripe  enough  to  be  prcferved,  and  brought  home* 
to  try  the  experiment. 

Two  other  frnall  plants  were  found  near  the  brooks  and 
boggy  places,  which  were  eaten  as  fallad ; the  one  almoft 
like  garden  crcfles,  and  very  fiery;  and  the  other  very  mild. 

This  Jail,  though  but  frnall,  is  in  itfelf  a curiofity;  hav- 
ing not  only  male  and  female,  but  what  the  botanifls  call 
androgynous  plants. 

A coa^-fe  grafs,  which  we  cut  down  for  the  cattle,  grows 
pretty  plentifully  in  a few  frnall  fpots  about  the  fides  of  the 
harbour,  with  a fmaller  fort  which  is  rarer;  and,  upon 
the  flat  ground,  a fort  of  goofe-grafs,  and  another  frnall 
plant  much  like  it.  In  fhort,  the  whole  catalogue  of  plants 
does  not  exceed  fixtecn  or  eighteen,  including  fome  forts  of 
mofs,  and  a beautiful  fpecies  of  lichen,  which  grows  upon 
the  rocks,  higher  up  than  the  reft  of  the  vegetable  produc- 
tions. Nor  is  there  even  the  lpaft  appearance  of  a Ihrub  in 
the  whole  country. 

Nature  has  rather  been  more  bountiful  in  furnilhing  it 
with  animals;  though,  flritftly  fpeaking,  they  are  not  inha- 
bitants of  the  place,  being  all  of  the  marine  kind ; and,  in 

general, 
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D c77ter  £cncra'i  only  ufing  the  land  for  breeding,  and  for  a refling* 
v — v — < place.  The  mod  confidcrable  are  feals,  or  (as  we  ufed  to 
call  them)  fca  bears  5 being  that  fort  called  the  urfine  feal. 
Thefe  come  afhore  to  reft  or  breed ; but  they  were  not  very 
numerous,  which  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  as  it  is  known 
that  thefe  animals  rather  frequent  out-rocks,  and  little 
iflands  lying  off  coafls,  than  bays  or  inlets.  They  were,  at 
this  time,  fhedding  their  hair,  and  fo  tame,  that  we  killed 
what  number  we  chofe. 

No  other  quadruped,  either  of  the  fca  or  of  the  land 
kind,  was  feen ; but  a great  number  of  birds,  viz.  ducks, 
petrels,  albatrofTes,  fhags,  gulls,  and  fea-fwallows. 

The  ducks  are  about  the  fize  of  a teal  or  widgeon ; but 
fomewhat  different  in  colour  from  cither.  They  were  in 
tolerable  plenty  about  the  fides  of  the  hills,  or  even  lower ; 
and  we  killed  a confidcrable  number,  which  were  good, 
and  without  the  leaf!  fifliy  taflc.  We  met  with  fome  of 
the  fame  fort  at  the  ifland  of  Georgia,  in  our  late  voyage. 

The  Cape  petrel,  or  Pintado  bird;  the  fmall  blue  one, 
which  is  always  feen  at  fca;  and  the  fmall  black  one,  or 
Mother  Carey’s  Chicken,  are  not  here  in  great  numbers. 
But  we  found  a nell  of  the  firfl  with  an  egg  in  it,  about  the 
fize  of  a pullet’s ; and  the  fecond,  though  fcarce,  was  met 
with  in  fome  holes  like  rabbit-burrows. 

Another  fort,  which  is  the  larged  of  all  the  petrels,  and 
called  by  the  feamen  Mother  Carey’s  Goofc,  is  in  greater 
number^;  and  fo  tame,  that  at  full  we  could  kill  them 
with  a dick  upon  the  beach.  They  are  not  inferior  in  fize 
to  an  albatrofs,  and  are  carnivorous,  feeding  on  the  dead 
carcaffes  of  feals  or  birds,  that  were  thrown  into  the  fea. 

Their 
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Their  colour  is  a futty  brown,  with  a greenilh  bill  and  feet; 

and,  doubtlefc,  they  are  the  fame  that  the  Spaniards  call  

quebrantabuejfos,  whofe  head  is  figured  in  Pernctty’s  Voyage 
to  Falkland  lflands  * * * §. 

Of  the  albatrofles,  none  were  found  on  fliore  except  the 
grey  one,  which  is  commonly  met  with  at  fea  in  the  higher 
Southern  latitudes.  Once  I faw  one  of  thefe  fitting  in  the 
cliff  of  a rock,  but  they  were  frequently  flying  about  the 
harbour ; and  the  common  large  fort,  as  well  as  a fmaller 
with  a black  face,  were  fccn  farther  out. 

Penguins  form,  by  far,  the  greateft  number  of  birds  here; 
and  are  of  three  forts  : The  firft,  or  largeft,  I have  feen 
formerly  at  the  ifland  of  Georgia  f.  It  is  alfo  mentioned  by 
Bougainville  f ; but  it  docs  not  fcem  to  be  fo  folitary  as  he 
reprefents  it,  for  we  found  confidcrablc  numbers  flocking 
together.  The  head  is  black,  the  upper  part  of  the  body  a 
leaden  grey,  and  the  under  part  white,  with  black  feet.  It 
has  two  broad  ftripes  of  fine  yellow,  that  begin  on  the  fidcs 
of  the  Bead,  and  dcfcending  by  each  fide  of  the  neck,  meet 
above  its  breaft.  The  bill  is  partly  reddifli,  and  longer  than 
in  the  other  forts. 

The  fecond  fort  of  penguin  fcarcely  exceeds  half  the  fize 
of  the  former.  The  upper  part  of  the  body  is  a blackilh 
grey,  with  a white  fpot  on  the  upper  part  of  the  head, 
growing  broader  at  each  fide.  The  bill  and  feet  are  yel- 
lowish. A very  accurate  figure  and  defeription,  both  of  this 
and  of  the  preceding,  is  given  by  Mr.  Sonncrat  §, 

• Fig.  3.  Plate  VIII. 

t Pennant’s  Patagonian  penguin.  See  his  Genera  of  Birds.  Tab.  14.  p.  66. 

I Voyage  auteur  du  Monde , p.  69. 

§ Voyage  d la  Nsuvelle  Guinee,  p.  181,  182.  Tab.  113.  115. 
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1776.  The  third  fort  of  penguin  met  with  here,  had  never  been 
December.^  fay  any  of  us  before  its  length  is  twenty-four  inches, 

and  its  breadth  twenty.  The  upper  part  of  the  body  and 
throat  are  black ; the  reft  white,  except  the  upper  part  of  the 
head,  which  has  a fine  yellow  arch,  looking  backward, 
and  ending  on  each  fide  in  long  foft  feathers,  which  it  can 
eretft  as  two  crefts. 

The  two  firft  forts  were  found  together  on  the  beach;  the 
large  ones  keeping  by  thcmfelves,  and  walking  in  fmall 
flocks  amongft  the  others,  which  were  more  numerous,  and 
were  fometimes  feen  a confiderable  way  up  the  fidcs  of  the 
hitls.  The  third  fort  were  only  found  by  thcmfelves,  but 
in  great  numbers,  on  the  outer  fhores  of  the  harbour. 
They  were  breeding  at  this  time ; and  they  lay,  on  the 
bare  ftones,  only  one  white  egg,  larger  than  that  of  a duck. 
All  the  three  forts  of  penguins  were  fo  tame,  that  we  took 
as  many  as  we  pleafed  with  our  hands. 

The  (hags  of  this  place  arc  of  two  forts ; the  lefler  corvo- 
rant  or  water  crow,  and  another,  which  is  black  above,  with 
a white  belly;  the  fame  that  is  found  in  New  Zealand,  Ter- 
ra del  Fucgo,  and  the  illand  of  Georgia. 

We  alfo  met  with  here  the  common  fea-gull,  fea-fwallow, 
tern,  and  Port  Egmont  hen;  the  lad  of  which  were  tame 
and  numerous. 

Another  fort  of  white  bird,  flocks  of  which  flew  about 
the  bay,  is  very  Angular;  having  the  bafe  of  the  bill  co- 
vered with  a horny  cruft  *.  It  is  larger  than  a pigeon,  with 
the  bill  black  and  the  feet  white,  made  like  thofc  of  a cur- 

* The  (heath-bill.  See  Ptnnmt's  Geiura  nf  Birdi,  p.  43. 
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lew.  Some  of  our  people  put  it  in  competition  with  the  Dc'c^cr 
duck,  as  food.  > — , — > 

The  feine  was  hauled  once  j but  we  found  only  a few  ftfh 
about  the  fizc  of  a fmall  haddock  j though  quite  different 
from  any  we  knew.  The  fnout  is  lengthened;  the  head 
armed  with  fomc  flrong  fpines ; the  rays  of  the  back- 
fin  long,  and  very  flrong;  the  belly  is  large;  and  the  body 
without  feales.  The  only  fliell  fifli  are  a few  limpets  and 
mufcles ; and,  amongfl  the  Hones,  a few  fmall  flar-fifli,  and 
fea-anemonics,  were  found. 

The  hills  arc  of  a moderate  height;  yet  many  of  their 
tops  were  covered  with  fnow  at  this  time,  though  anfwer- 
ing  to  our  June.  Some  of  them  have  large  quantities  of 
Hones,  irregularly  heaped  together  at  their  foot,  or  on  their 
fides.  The  fidcs  of  others,  which  form  flcep  cliffs  towards 
the  fea,  are  rent  from  the  top  downward,  and  feem  ready 
to  fall  off,  having  Hones  of  a confiderable  fizc  lying  in  the 
fiflurcs.  Some  were  of  opinion  that  froH  might  be  the  caufc 
of  thefe  fiflurcs,  which  I fliali  not  difputc  ; but  how  others 
of  the  appearances  could  be  effefted,  but  by  earthquakes, 
or  fome  fuch  fevere  fhocks,  I cannot  fay. 

It  appears  that  rain  muH  be  almoH  conflant  here,  not 
only  from  the  marks  of  large  torrents  having  rufhed  down, 
but  from  the  difpofition  of  the  country,  which,  even  on  the 
hills,  is  almoR  an  entire  bog  or  fwamp,  the  ground  finking 
at  every  Hep. 

The  rocks,  or  foundations  of  the  hills,  are  compofcd 
chiefly  of  a dark  blue,  and  very  hard.  Hone,  intermixed 
with  fmall  particles  of  glimmer  or  quartz.  This  feems  to 
be  one  of  tire  moll  univerfal  productions  of  Nature,  as  it 
conflitutes  whole  mountains  in  Sweden,  in  Scotland,  at  the 
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t>'v6\h  Canary  Iflands,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  at  this  place 
Another  brownilh  brittle  (lone  forms  here  fomc  confider- 
able  rocks;  and  one  which  is  blacker,  and  found  in  de- 
tached pieces,  inclofes  bits  of  coarfc  quartz.  A red,  a dull 
yellow,  and  a purplilh  fand-ftonc,  are  alfo  found  in  fmall 
pieces  ; and  pretty  large  lumps  of  femi-tranfparent  quartz, 
difpofed  irregularly  in  polyedral  pyramidal  crydals  of  long 
flrining  fibres.  Some  fmall  pieces  of  the  common  fort  arc 
met  with  in  the  brooks,  made  round  by  attrition ; but  none 
hard  enough  to  refill  a file.  Nor  were  any  of  the  other 
ftones  a<5ted  on  by  aqua  fortis,  or  attracted  by  the  magnet. 

Nothing,  that  had  the  lead  appearance  of  an  ore  or  me- 
tal, was  feen.” 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VI. 


Paffage  front  Kerguelen  s to  Van  Diemen  s Land. — Ar- 
rival in  Adventure  Bay. — Incidents  there. — Interviews 
•with  the  Natives. — Their  Perfons  and  Drefs  defcribed. — 
Account  of  their  Behaviour. — Table  of  the  Longitude , 
Latitude , and  V a rial  ion. — Mr.  Anderfotis  Obfervations 
on  the  natural  Productions  of  the  Country , on  the  Inha- 
bitants, and  their  Language. 


AFTER  leaving  Kerguelen’s  Land,  I fleered  Eaft  by 
North,  intending,  in  obedience  to  my  inftruftions,  to 
touch  next  at  New  Zealand ; to  recruit  our  water,  to  take  in 
wood,  and  to  make  hay  for  the  cattle.  Their  number,  by 
this  time,  had  been  confidcrably  diminifhed  5 two  young 
bulls,  one  of  the  heifers,  two  rams,  and  fcveral  of  the 
goats  having  of  late  died,  while  we  were  employed  in  ex- 
ploring this  defolate  coaft. 


_ >776t 

December; 


The  31ft,  in  the  morning,  being  the  day  after  we  flood  Tuefdayji. 
out  to  fea,  we  had  feveral  obfervations  of  the  fun  and  moon. 

Their  rcfults  gave  the  longitude  720  33'  36"  Eaft.  The  time- 
keeper, in  this  fituation,  gave  72’  38'  15".  Thcfe  obferva- 
tions were  the  more  ufeful,  as  we  had  not  been  able  to  get 
any  for  fomc  time  before,  and  they  now  ferved  to  allure  us 
that  no  material  error  had  crept  into  the  time  keeper. 


On  the  ift  of  January,  being  then  in  the  latitude  of  48“ 
41'  South,  longitude  76°  jo'  Eaft,  the  variation  was  30’  39' 

N 2 Weft} 


■777. 

January. 
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'777-  Weft;  and  the  next  day,  in  the  latitude  of  48°  22'  South, 

January.  ’ 7 r 

v > longitude  80°  22'  Eafl,  it  was  30°  47'  18"  Weft.  This  was  the 

greateft  variation  we  found  in  this  paflage ; for  afterward 
- iriday  j.  jt  began  to  decreafe,  but  fo  flovvly,  that  on  the  3d,  in  the 
evening,  being  then  in  the  latitude  of  48°  16'  South,  longi- 
tude 85°  Eaft,  it  was  2y*  38'  Weft. 

Thus  far  we  had  frefh  gales  from  the  Weft  and  South  Weft, 
and  tolerably  clear  weather.  But  now  the  wind  veered  to 
the  North,  where  it  continued  eight  days,  and  was  attended 
with  a thick  fog.  During  this  time,  we  ran  above  three 
hundred  leagues  in  the  dark.  Now  and  then  the  weather 
would  clear  up,  and  give  us  a fight  of  the  fun ; but  this 
happened  very  feldom,  and  was  always  of  fhort  continu- 
t 11c Way  7.  ance.  On  the  7th,  I hoifted  out  a boat,  and  fent  an  order  to 
Captain  Clerke,  appointing  Adventure  Bay,  in  Van  Diemen’s 
Land,  as  our  place  of  rendezvous,  in  cafe  of  feparation  be- 
fore we  arrived  in  the  meridian  of  that  land.  But  we  were 
fortunate  enough,  amidft  all  this  foggy  weather,  by  fre- 
quently firing  guns  as  fignals,  though  we  feldom  faw  each 
other,  not  to  lofc  company. 

Sno*>y  12.  On  the  12th,  being  in  the  latitude  of  .18"  40'  South,  lon- 
gitude 1 .'0°  26' Eaft,  the  Northerly  winds  ended  in  a calm; 
which,  after  a few  hours,  was  fucceeded  by  a wind  from 
the  Southward,  'this,  with  rain,  continued  for  twenty-four 
hours ; when  it  frefiiened,  and  veered  to  the  Weft  and  North 
Weft,  and  brought  on  fair  and  clear  weather. 

We  continued  our  courfc  to  the  Eaftward,  without  meet- 
ing with  any  thing  worthy  of  notice,  till  four  o’clock  in  the 
Sunday  19.  morning  of  the.  19th  j when,  in  a fudden  fquall  of  wind, 
though  the  Difcovery  received  no  damage,  our  forc-top-maft 
went  by  the  board,  and  carried  the  main-top  gallant-malt 
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with  it.  This  occafioned  fomc  delay,  as  it  took  us  up  the  '«£• 

whole  day  to  clear  the  wreck,  and  to  fit  another  top-mall. -a 

The  former  was  accomplillred  without  lofing  any  part  of  it, 
except  a few  fathoms  of  fmall  rope.  Not  having  a fpare 
main-top-gallant-mall  on  board,  the  fore-top-gallant-maft 
was  converted  into  one  for  our  immediate  ufe. 

The  wind  continued  VVdlerly,  blew  a frelh  gale,  and  was 
attended  with  clear  weather;  fo  that  fcarcely  a day  palled 
without  being  able  to  get  obfervations  for  fixing  the  longi- 
tude, and  the  variation  of  the  compafs.  The  latter  dc- 
creafed  in  1‘uch  a manner,  that  in  the  latitude  of  440  j S' 

South,  longitude  152°  2'  Eall,  it  was  no  more  than  $°  34'  18" 

Weil ; and  on  the  22d,  being  then  in  the  latitude  of  43*  27'  WcJnet 
South,  longitude  141*  50'  Eall,  it  was  1°  24'  15"  Eall.  So 
that  we  had  croflcd  the  line  where  the  compafs  has  no  vari- 
ation- 

On  the  24th,  at  three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  we  difeo- 
vered  the  coall  of  Van  Diemen’s  Land,  bearing  North 
Well.  At  four  o’clock,  the  South  Well  Cape  bore  North 
North  Well  4 Well;  and  the  Mewflone,  North  Eall  by  Fall, 
three  leagues  dillant.  There  arc  leveral  iflands  and  high 
rocks  lying  fcattcred  along  tl-.is  part  of  the  coall,  the  South- 
crnmoll  of  which  is  the  Mewflone.  It  is  a round  elevated 
rock,  five  or  fix  leagues  dillant  from  the  South  Well  Cape, 
in  the  direction  of  South  55’  Eall. 

At  noon,  our  latitude  was  43°  47'  South,  longitude  147° 

Eall;  ami  the  fituation  of  the  lands  round  us  as  follows: 

An  elevated  round-topped  hill  bore  North  17°  Wed;  tire  South 
Well  Cape  North  74“  Well;  the  Mewflone  Well  North* 

Swilly  Hie  or  Rock  South  49"  Eall ; and  the  South  Eall  or 
South  Cape  North  40*  Eall,  dillant  near  tlncc  leagues.  The 

land 
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,'777-  land  between  the  South  Weft  and  the  South  Capes  is  broken 

January.  # \ 

e. — and  hilly,  the  coaft  winding,  with  points  mooting  out  from 
it;  but  we  were  too  far  off,  to  be  able  to  judge  whether  the 
bays  formed  by  thefe  points  were  flickered  from  the  fea- 
v.inds.  The  bay  which  appeared  to  be  the  largeft  and 
deepeft,  lies  to  the  Weftward  of  the  peaked  hill  above- 
mentioned.  The  variation  of  the  compafs  here,  was  5°  15' 
Eaft. 

At  fix  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  founded,  and  found  fixty 
fathoms  water,  over  a bottom  of  broken  coral  and  fhells.. 
The  South  Cape  then  bore  North  75°  Weft,  two  or  three 
leagues  diftant;  Tafman’s  Head  North  Eaft;  and  Swilly 
llock  South  by  Weft  4.  Weft.  About  a league  to  the  Eaft- 
ward  of  Swilly,  is  another  elevated  rock,  that  is  not  taken 
notice  of  by  Captain  Furneaux.  I called  it  thq  Eddyflone, 
from  its  very  great  refemblance  to  that  light-houfe.  Nature 
feems  to  have  left  thefe  two  rocks  here,  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofc  that  the  Eddyftonc  light-houfe  was  built  by  man,  ■viz. 
to  give  navigators  notice  of  the  dangers  around  them.  For 
they  arc  the  confpicuous  fummits  of  a ledge  of  rocks  under 
water,  on  which  the  fca,  in  many  places,  breaks  very  high. 
Their  furfacc  is  white  with  the  dung  of  fea-fowls  ; fo  that 
they  tnay  be  feen  at  fome  diftance,  even  in  the  night.  On 
the  North  Eaft  fide  of  Storm  Bay,  which  lies  between  the 
South  Cape  and  Tafman’s  Head,  there  are  fome  coves  tir 
creeks,  that  feemed  to  be  flickered  from  the  fca-vvinds ; and 
1 am  of  opinion  that,  were  this  coaft  examined,  there  would 
be  found  fome  good  harbours. 

Soon  after  we  bad  fight  of  land  the  Wcftcrly  winds  left 
us,  and  were  fuccecded  by  variable  light  airs  and  alternate 
fa  JiyzC.  calms,  till  the  26th  at  noon.  At  that  time  a breeze  fprung 
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Up  and  frefhened  at  South  Eaft,  which  put  it  in  my  power  ‘iw 

to  carry  into  execution  the  defign  I had,  upon  due  confidera-  ' — ^ 

tion,  formed,  of  carrying  the  fhips  into  Adventure  Bay,  where 
I might  expedt  to  get  a fupply  of  wood  and  of  grafs  for  the 
cattle  } of  both  which  articles  we  fhould,  as  I now  found, 
have  been  in  great  want,  if  I had  waited  till  our  arrival  in 
New  Zealand.  We  therefore  flood  for  the  bay,  and  an- 
chored in  it  at  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  in  twelve  fa- 
thoms water,  over  a bottom  of  fand  and  oufe.  Penguin 
Ifland,  which  lies  clofe  to  the  Eafl  point  of  the  bay,  bore 
North  84°  Eaft ; the  Southernmoft  point  of  Maria’s  Iflands 
bore  North  76°  4 Eafl ; and  Cape  Frederic  Henry,  or  the 
North  point  of  the  bay,  bore  North  33“  Eaft.  Our  diftancc 
from  the  neareft  fliorc  was  about  three  quarters  of  a mile. 

As  foon  as  we  had  anchored,  I ordered  the  boats  to  be 
hoifted  out.  In  one  of  them  I went  myfelf,  to  look  for  the 
molt  commodious  place  for  fumilhing  ourfelves  with  the 
neccflary  fupplios;  and  Captain  Clerkc  went  in  his  boat 
upon  the  fame  fcrvice.  Wood  and  water  we  found  in 
plenty,  and  in  fituations  convenient  enough,  especially  the 
firft.  But  grafs,  of  which  we  flood  mod  in  need,  was  fcarce, 
and  alfo  very  coarfe.  Neceflity,  however,  obliged  us  to 
take  fuch  as  we  could  get. 

Next  morning  early,  I fent  Lieutenant  King  to  the  Eaft  Monday  17. 
fide  of  the  bay  with  two  parties?  one  to  cut  wood,  and  the 
other  to  cut  grafs,  under  the  protection  of  the  marines, 
whom  I judged  it  prudent  to  land  as  a guard.  For  although, 
as  yet,  none  of  the  natives  had  appeared,  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  fome  were  in  our  neighbourhood,  as  we  had 
feen  columns  of  fmokc,  from  the  time  of  our  approaching 
the  coaftj  and  fome  now  was  obferved,  at  no  great  diflancc 
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<777-  up  in  the  woods.  I alfo  fent  the  launch  for  water;  and 

J:  »u  ary.  * 

<- — » afterwards  viuted  all  the  panics  myfelf.  In  the  evening, 
we  drew  the  feine  at  the  head  of  the  bay,  and,  at  one  haul, 
caught  a great  quantity  of  fifh.  We  fhould  have  got  many 
more,  had  not  the  net  broken  in  drawing  it  afliore.  Mod 
of  them  were  of  that  fort  known  to  feamcn  by  the  name  of 
elephant  fifli.  After  this,  every  one  repaired  on  board  with 
what  wood  and  grafs  we  had  cut,  that  we  might  be  ready 
to  fail  whenever  the  wind  fhould  ferve. 

Tuefijy  »8.  This  not  happening  next  morning,  the  people  were  fent 
on  fhorc  again,  on  the  fame  duty  as  the  day  before.  1 alfo 
employed  the  carpenter,  with  part  of  his  crew,  to  cut  fomc 
fpars  for  the  ufe  of  the  fhip;  and  difpatchcd  Mr.  Roberts, 
one  of  the  mates,  in  a fmall  boat  to  furvey  the  bay. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  were  agreeably  furprifed,  at  the 
place  where  we  were  cutting  wood,  with  a vifit  from  fome 
. of  the  natives;  eight  men  and  a boy.  They  approached  us 

from  the  woods,  without  betraying  any  marks  of  fear,  or  ra- 
ther with  the  greated  confidence  imaginable ; for  none  of 
them  had  any  weapons,  except  one,  who  held  in  his  hand 
a dick  about  two  feet  long,  and  pointed  at  one  end. 

'lliey  were  quite  naked,  and  wore  no  ornaments;  unlcfs 
we  confider  as  fuch,  and  as  a proof  of  their  love  of  finery, 
fomc  large  puinfturcs  or  ridges  raifed  on  different  parts  of 
their  bodies,  fome  in  firaight,  and  others  in  curved  lines. 

They  were  of  the  .common  daturc,  but  rather  flcnder. 
Their  fkin  was  black,  and  alfo  their  hair,  which  was  as 
woolly  as  that  of  any  native  of  Guinea  ; but  they  were  not 
didinguifhed  by  remarkably  thick  lips,  nor  flat  nofes.  On 
the  contrary,  their  features  were  far  from  being  difagree- 

able. 
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able.  They  had  pretty  good  eyes;  and  their  teeth  were  ^777- 
tolerably  even,  but  very  dirty.  Mod  of  them  had  their  hair  »- 
and  beards  fmeared  with  a red  ointment ; and  fome  had 
their  faces  alfo  painted  with  the  fame  compofition. 

They  received  every  prefent  we  made  to  them,  without 
the  lead  appearance  of  fatisfatfiion.  When  fome  bread  was 
given,  as  foon  as  they  underftood  that  it  was  to  be  eaten, 
they  either  returned  it,  or  threw  it  away,  without  even  la- 
ding it.  They  alfo  refufed  fome  elephant  fifli,  both  raw  and 
• drolTcd,  which  we  offered  to  them.  But  upon  giving  fome 
birds  to  them,  they  did  not  return  thefe,  and  eafily  made  us 
comprehend  that  they  were  fond  of  fuch  food.  I had 
brought  two  pigs  afliore,  with  a view  to  leave  them  in  the 
woods.  The  inftant  thefe  came  within  their  reach,  they  fei- 
zed  them,  as  a dog  would  have  done,  by  the  cars,  and  were 
for  carrying  them  off  immediately  ; with  no  other  intention, 
as  we  could  perceive,  but  to  kill  them. 

Being  deGrous  of  knowing  the  ufe  of  the  Hick  which  one  of 
our  viGters  carried  in  his  hand,  I made  Ggns  to  them  to  Ihew 
me  ; and  fo  far  fucceeded,  that  one  of  them  fet  up  a piece 
of  wood  as  a mark,  and  threw  at  it,  at  the  diftance  of  about 
twenty  yards.  But  we  had  little  reafon  to  commend  his 
dexterity ; for,  after  repeated  trials,  he  was  Hill  very  wide 
from  the  object.  Omai,  to  Ihew  them  how  much  fuperior 
our  weapons  were  to  theirs,  then  Grcd  his  mufquet  at  it-, 
which  alarmed  them  fo  much,  that  notwithftanding  all  we 
could  do  or  fay,  they  ran  inrtantly  into  the  woods.  One  of 
them  was  fo  frightened,  that  he  let  drop  an  axe  anti  two 
knives,  that  had  been  given  to  him.  From  us,  however, 
they  went  to  the  place,  where  fome  of  theDifcovery’s  people 
were  employed  in  taking  water  into  their  boat.  ri  he  officer 
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jino^y  ^lat  Par,y*  not  knowing  that  they  had  paid  us  fo  friendly 

< ' a vifit,  nor  what  their  intent  might  be,  fired  a mufquet  ia 

the  air,  which  fent  them  ofF  with  the  greateft  prccipita- 
tion. 

Thus  ended  our  firft  interview  with  the  natives.  Imme- 
diately after  their  final  retreat,  judging  that  their  fears 
would  prevent  their  remaining  near  enough  to  obferve  what 
was  palTtng,  I ordered  the  two  pigs,  being  a boar  and  fow, 
to  be  carried  about  a mile  within  the  woods,  at  the  head  of 
the  bay.  I faw  them  left  there,  by  the  fide  of  a frelh-water  * 
brook.  A young  bull  and  a cow,  and  fome  Iheep  and  goats, 
were  alfo,  at  firft,  intended  to  have  been  left  by  me,  as  an 
additional  prefent  to  Van  Diemen’s  Land.  But  I foon  laid 
afide  all  thought  of  tliis,  from  a perfuafion  that  the  native?, 
incapable  of  entering  into  my  views  of  improving  their 
country,  would  dellroy  them.  If  ever  they  fliould  meet 
with  the  pigs,  I have  no  doubt  this  will  be  their  fate.  But 
as  that  race  of  animals  foon  becomes  wild,  and  is  fond  of 
the  thickcft  cover  of  the  woods,  there  is  great  probability 
of  their  being  preferved.  An  open  place  mull  have  been 
chofen  for  the  accommodation  of  the  other  cattle ; and  in 
fuch  a fituation,  they  could  not  polfibly  have  remained  con- 
cealed many  days. 

Wcdnef.  29.  The  morning  of  the  39th  wa3  ulhcred  in  with  a dead 
calm,  which  continued  all  day,  and  effectually  prevented 
our  failing.  I therefore  fent  a party  over  to  the  Eaft  point 
of  the  bay  to  cut  grafs;  having  been  informed  that  fome  of 
a lupcrior  quality  grew  there.  Another  party,  to  cut  wood, 
was  ordered  to  go  to  the  ufual  place,  and  I accompanied  them 
myfclf.  We  had  obferved  fcveral  of  the  natives,  this  morn- 
ing, fauntering  along  the  llicrc,  which  affured  us,  that 
7 though 
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though  their  conflcrnation  had  made  them  leave  us  fo  ,w* 

0 January. 

abruptly  the  day  before,  they  were  convinced  that  we  in-  > — r—t 
tended  them  no  mifehief,  and  were  defirous  of  renewing 
the  intercom  fc.  It  was  natural  that  I fhould  wifli  to  be  pre- 
fent  on  the  occafion. 

We  had  not  been  long  landed,  before  about  twenty  of  them, 
men  and  boys,  joined  us,  without  exprefling  the  lead  lign  of 
fear  or  dillrufl.  There  was  one  of  this  company  confpicu- 
oufly  deformed;  and  who  was  not  more  diftinguilhable  by 
the  hump  upon  his  back,  than  by  the  drollery  of  his  ges- 
tures, and  the  feeming  humolir  of  his  fpccches;  which  he 
was  very  fond  of  exhibiting,  as  we  fuppofed,  for  our  enter- 
tainment. But,  unfortunately,  we  could  not  underftand 
him  ; the  language  fpoken  here  being  wholly  unintelligible 
to  us.  It  appeared  to  me,  to  be  different  from  that  fpoken  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  more  northern  parts  of  this  country, 
whom  I met  with  in  my  firfl  voyage ; which  is  not  extraor- 
dinary, ftnee  thofc  we  now  faw,  and  thofe  we  then  vifited, 
d lfer  in  many  other  rcfpe&s  *.  Nor  did  they  feem  to  be 

* The  mod  finkin'  difference  forms  to  be  with  regard  to  the  texture  of  the  hair. 

The  natives  whom  Captain  Cook  met  with  at  Endeavour  River  in  1769,  are  faid,  by 
him,  to  have  naturally  long  and  Mack  hair , though  it  hr  ur.iverfally  trofped  JJiort.  In  ge- 
neral it  is  Jirait,  lut  fmetimet  it  has  a fight  curl.  We  J ire  none  that  tin  not  matted  and 
filly.  Their  heardt  were  of  the  fame  eohur  with  the  hair , and  Ir.Jl.y  and  thick.  See 
Hawkefwcrth’s  Colleflion,  Vol.  iii.  chap.  8.  p.  631. 

It  may  be  ncccflary  to  mention  here,  on  the  authority  of  Captain  King,  that  Cap. 
lain  Cook  was  very  unwilling  to  allow  that  the  hair  of  the  r.atiics  now  met  with  in 
Adventure  Bay  was  t calif,  fancying  that  his  people,  who  firfl  cbferved  this,  had  been 
deceived,  from  its  being  clotted  with  greafe  and  red  ocfcrc.  But  Captain  King  pre- 
vailed upon  l.im  afterward,  to  examine  carefully  the  hair  of  the  bovs,  which  was 
generally,  as  well  as  that  of  the  women,  free  from  this  dirt ; and  then  he  owned  him- 
felf  fatisfed  that  it  was  naturally  vet  illy.  Perhaps  we  may  fuppofe  it  poUiblc,  that  he 
hiir.lclf  had  been  deceived  when  he  was  in  Endeavour  River,  from  this  very  erreum.- 
fiar.ee ; as  he  cxpicf'ly  fays,  that  they  faw  none  that  s vat  net  matted  and  fitly. 
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January  fuch  miferablc  wretches  as  the  natives  whom  Dampier  mcn- 
> ■ -v-  -i  tions  to  have  i'ccn  on  its  wcftern  coaft  *. 

J 

Some  of  our  prcfent  groupc  wore,  loofe,  round  their 
necks,  three  or  four  folds  of  fmall  cord,  made  of  the  fur  of 
fomc  animal;  and  others  of  them  had  a narrow  flip  of  the 
kangooroo  fkin  tied  round  their  ancles.  1 gave  to  each  of 
them  a firing  of  beads,  and  a medal ; which  I thought  they 
received  with  fome  fatisfadlion.  They  feemed  to  let  no 
value  on  iron,  or  on  iron  tools.  They  were  even  ignorant 
of  the  ufc  of  filh-hooks,  if  we  might  judge  from  their 
manner  of  looking  at  fome  of  ours  which  we  fhewed  to 
them. 

We  cannot,  however,  fuppofe  it  to  be  poflible  that  a peo- 
ple who  inhabit  a fca-coafl,  and  who  feem  to  derive  no  part 
of  their  fuftcnance  from  the  productions'  of  the  ground, 
fhould  not  be  acquainted  with  fomc  mode  of  catching  fifh, 
though  we  did  not  happen  to  fee  any  of  them  thus  employ- 
ed; nor  obferve  any  canoe  or  vcfTcl,  in  which  they  could  go 
upon  the  water.  Though  they  abfolutcly  rejected  the  fort 
of  fifh  that  we  offered  to  them,  it  was  evident  that  fhell- 

* And  yet  Dampicr’s  New  Hollanders,  on  the  Wcftern  cuaft,  bear  a linking  rc- 
fcmblancc  to  Captain  Cook’s  at  Van  Diemen’s  Land,  in  many  remarkable  in  (lances: 

i ft,  As  to  their  becoming  familiar  with  the  ftrangers. 

adly,  As  to  their  perfons ; being  ftraighc-bodied,  and  thin  ; their  (kin  black j and 
black,  fliort,  curled  hair,  like  the  Negroes  of  Guinea  ; with  wide  mouths. 

3dJy,  As  to  their  wretched  condition  ; having  no  houfes,  no  garment,  no  canoes,  no 
inftrument  to  catch  large  filh;  feeding  on  broiled  mufclcs,  cockles,  and  pcriwincklcs  ; 
having  no  fruits  of  the  earth ; their  weapons  a llraight  pole,  fharpened  and  hardened 
at  the  end,  Ac.  Ac. 

The  chief  peculiarities  of  Dampicr’s  miferabU  wretches  arc,  ift.  Their  eye-lids  be- 
ing always  half  elofed,  to  keep  the  flics  out,  which  were  cxccfliveiy  troublefome  there  : 
and,  adly.  Their  wanting  the  two  forc-tccth  of  the  upper  jaw,  and  their  having  no 
beards.  See  Dampier* s Voyages^  Vol.  i.  p.  464,  Ac.  There  feems  to  be  no  rcafon 
for  fuppofmg  that  Dampier  was  miftaken  in  the  above  account  of  what  he  faw. 

• fifh. 
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fifli,  at  Ieaft,  made  a part  of  their  food,  from  the  many 
heaps  of  mufcle-lhells  we  faw  in  different  parts  near  the 
fhorc,  and  about  fome  deferred  habitations  near  the  head  of 
the  bay.  Thcfe  were  little  fheds  or  hovels  built  of  flicks, 
and  covered  with  bark.  We  could  alfo  perceive  evident 
figns  of  their  fometimes  taking  up  their  abode  in  the  trunks 
of  large  trees,  which  had  been  hollowed  out  by  fire,  molt 
probably  for  this  very  purpofe.  In  or  near  all  thcfe  habita- 
tions, and  wherever  there  was  a heap  of  (hells,  there  re- 
mained the  marks  of  fire ; an  indubitable  proof  that  they 
do  not  cat  their  food  raw. 

After  flaying  about  an  hour  with  the  wooding  party  and 
the  natives,  as  I could  now  be  pretty  confident  that  the  latter 
were  not  likely  to  give  the  former  any  difturbance,  1 left 
them,  and  went  over  to  the  grafs-cutters  on  the  Eaft  point 
of  the  bay,  and  found  that  they  had  met  with  a fine  patch. 
Having  feen  the  boats  loaded,  I left  that  party,  and  returned 
on  board  to  dinner;  where,  fome  time  after.  Lieutenant 
King  arrived. 

From  him  I learnt,  that  I had  but  juft  left  the  fhore,  when 
fcveral  women  and  children  made  their  appearance,  and 
were  introduced  to  him  by  fome  of  the  men  who  attended 
them.  He  gave  prefents  to  all  of  them,  of  fuch  trifles  as  he 
had  about  him.  Thcfe  females  wore  a kangooroo  Ik  in  (in  the 
fame  lhape  as  it  came  from  the  animal)  tied  over  the  (houl- 
ders,  and  round  the  waift.  But  its  only  ufc  feemed  to  be, 
to  fupport  their  children  when  carried  on  their  backs ; for 
it  did  not  cover  thole  parts  which  moft  nations  conceal; 
being,  in  all  other  refpedts,  as  naked  as  the  men,  and  as 
black,  and  their  bodies  marked  with  fears  in  the  fame  man- 
ner. But  in  this  they  differed  from  the  men,  that  though 
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their  hair  was  of  the  fame  colour  and  texture,  fomc  of  them 
had  their  heads  completely  lhorn  or  fhaved ; in  others  this 
operation  had  been  performed  only  on  one  fide,  while  the 
rcll  of  them  had  ail  the  upper  part  of  the  head  fhorn  clofe, 
leaving  a circle  of  hair  all  round,'  ibtncwhat  like  the  tonlnre 
of  the  Romifli  Ecclefiaftics  *.  Many  of  the  children  had  fine 
features,  and  were  thought  pretty ; but  of  the  perfons  of 
the  women,  efpecially  thofe  advanced  in  years,  a lefs  fa- 
vourable report  was  made.  However,  fomc  of  the  Gentlemen 
belonging  to  the  Difeovery,  1 was  told,  paid  their  addrefies, 
and  made  liberal  offers  of  prefents,  which  were  rejected 
with  great  difdain ; whether  from  a fenfe  of  virtue,  or  the 
fear  of  difpleafing  their  men,  I fliall  not  pretend  to  deter- 
mine. That  this  gallantry  was  not  very  agreeable  to  the 
latter,  is  certain  : for  an  elderly  man,  as  foon  as  he  obferved 
it,  ordered  all  the  women  and  children  to  retire,  which 
they  obeyed,  though  fomc  of  them  flicwcd  a little  reluc- 
tance. 


This  condu<ft  of  Europeans  amongfi  Savages,  to  their  wo- 
men, is  highly  blameable } as  it  creates  a jealoufy  in  their 
men,  that  may  be  attended  with  confequcnccs  fatal  to  the 
fuccefs  of  the  common  enterprize,  and  to  the  whole  body 


* Captain  Cock’s  account  of  the  natives  of  Van  Diemen's  Land,  in  this  Chapter, 
no  doubt  proves  that  they  differ,  in  many  refptfls9  as  he  fays,  from  the  inhabitants  of 
the  more  northerly  parts  of  the  Eart  coal!  of  New  Holland,  whom  he  met  with  in  his 
fu  ft  voyage.  It  feems  very'  remarkable,  however,  that  the  only  woman  ary  of  his  peo- 
ple came  clofe  to,  in  Botany  Bay,  (hould  have  her  hair  trepfed  Jbort\  while  the  man 
who  was  with  her,  is  (aid  to  have  had  the  hetir  cf  his  head  lujhy%  and  his  beard  hr g and 
rtugb.  Haw kefworth’s  Collection,  Vol.  iii.  p.  502.  Could  the  natives  of  Van  Die- 
men’s Land  be  more  accurately  deferibed,  than  by  faying  that  the  hair  of  the  men’s 
heads  is  lujhyy  ard  their  beards  hug  and  rsngb,  and  that  ttx  women's  hair  is  cropped 
jhsrt  ? So  far  North,  therefore,  as  Botany  Bay,  the  natives  of  the  Eaft  coart  of 
New  Holland  feem  to  refcmblc  thofe  of  Van  Diemen’s  Land,  in  this  circumrtancc. 

of 
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of  adventurers,  without  advancing  the  private  purpofc  of  j'7^7r'y 
the  individual,  or  enabling  him  to  gain  the  objcift  of  his 
wilbes.  I believe  it  has  been  generally  found  amongft  un- 
civilized people,  that  where  the  women  are  cafy  of  acccf?, 
the  men  are  the  firft  to  oiler  them  to  Ilrangers ; and  thar, 
where  this  is  not  the  cafe,  neither  the  allurement  of  pre- 
fents,  nor  the  opportunity  of  privacy,  will  be  likely  to  have 
the  defired  eff'ecfL  This  obfervation,  I am  fure,  will  hold 
good,  throughout  all  the  parts  of  the  South  Sea  where  I have 
been.  Why  then  Ihould  men  atfl  fo  abi'urd  a part,  as  to  rifle 
their  own  fafety,  and  that  of  all  their  companions,  in  pur- 
fuit  of  a gratification  which  they  have  no  probability  of 
obtaining ! 

In  the  afternoon  I went  again  to  the  grafs-cutters,  to  for- 
ward their  work.  I found  them  then  upon  Penguin  Ifland, 
where  they  had  met  with  a plentiful  crop  of  excellent  grafsi 
We  laboured  hard  till  fun-fet,  and  then  repaired  on  board, 
fatisfied  with  the  quantity  we  had  collected,  and  which  I 
judged  fullieient  to  lad  till  our  arrival  in  New  Zealand. 

During  our  whole  ftay,  we  had  either  calms  or  light  airs 
from  the  Eallward.  Little  or  no  time,  therefore,  was  loll 
by  my  putting  in  at  this  place.  For  if  1 had  kept  the  fca, 
we  Ihould  not  have  been  twenty  leagues  advanced  farther 
on  our  voyage.  And,  fhort  as  our  continuance  was  here, 
it  has  enabled  me  to  add  fomewhat  to  the  imperfect  ac- 
quaintance that  hath  hitherto  been  acquired,  with  this  part 
of  the  globe. 

Van  Diemen’s  Land  has  been  twice  vifited  before.  It  was 
fo  named  by  Tafman,  who  difeovered  it  in  November  1642. 

From  that  time  it  had  cfcapcd  all  farther  notice  by  Euro- 
pean navigators,  till  Captain  Furneaux  touched  at  it  in 

March) 
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March  1773-  I hardly  need  fay,  that  it  is  the  Southern 
point  of  New  Holland,  which,  if  it  doth  not  deferve  the 
name  of  a continent,  is  by  far  the  larged  ifland  in  the 
world. 

The  land  is,  for  the  moil  part,  of  a good  height,  diverGfied 
with  hills  and  valleys,  and  every  where  of  a greeniflr  hue. 
It  is  well  wooded ; and,  if  one  may  judge  from  appear- 
ances, and  from  what  we  met  with  in  Adventure  Bay,  is 
not  ill  fupplied  with  water.  We  found  plenty  of  it  in  three 
or  four  places  in  this  bay.  The  bed,  or  what  is  mod  con- 
venient for  fliips  that  touch  here,  is  a rivulet,  which  is  one 
of  feveral  that  fall  into  a pond,  that  lies  behind  the  beach 
at  the  head  of  the  bay.  It  there  mixes  with  the  fca-watcr; 
fo  that  it  mud  be  taken  up  above  this  pond,  which  may  be 
done  without  any  great  trouble.  Fire-wood  is  to  be  got, 
with  great  eafe,  in  feveral  places. 

The  only  wind  to  which  this  bay  is  expofed,  is  the  North 
Ead.  But  as  this  wind  blows  from  Maria’s  idands,  it  can 
bring  no  very  great  fea  along  with  it  and  therefore,  upon 
the  whole,  this  may  be  accounted  a very  fafe  road.  The 
bottom  is  clean,  good  holding  ground ; and  the  depth  of 
water  from  twelve,  to  five  and  four  fathoms.  But  the  an- 
nexed Chart  will  convey  a better  idea  of  every  thing  ncccfiary 
to  be  known  about  Adventure  Bay,  than  any  defeription. 

Captain  Fumcaux’s  fketch  of  Van  Diemen’s  Land,  pub- 
lilhed  with  the  Narrative  of  my  lad  Voyage*,  appears  to  me 
to  be  without  any  material  error,  except  with  regard  to  Ma- 
ria’s Ifiands,  which  have  a different  fituation  from  what  is 
there  reprefented.  What  my  idea  of  them  is,  will  be  feen 

* Vol.  i.  p.  ns. 
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in  the  it  etch  of  that  coaft  here  inferted ; and  I infert  ir,  not  j^77^ 
as  the  refult  of  a more  faithful,  but  merely  of  a fccond  < — • — ■ 
examination.  The  longitude  was  determined  by  a great 
number  of  lunar  obfervations,  which  we  had  before  we 
made  the  land,  while  we  were  in  fight  of  it,  and  after  we 
had  left  it ; and  reduced  to  Adventure  Bay,  and  the  feveral 
principal  points,  by  the  time-keeper.  The  following  Table 
will  exhibit  both  the  longitude  and  latitude  at  one  view : 

Latitude  South*  Longitude  Eail. 

Adventure  Bay,  - - 43*  at'  20" — 147*  29'  o" 

Tafman’s  Head,  - * 43  33  c 147  28  0 

South  Cape,  - 43  42  o 146  56  o 

South  Weft  Cape,  - ■ 43  37  0 146  7 o 

Swilly  Hie,  - - - 43  53  c 147  6 o 

...  _ (Variation  of  the  compafs  s‘  15'  Eaft. 

venture  ay>  ^ Dip  0f  the  South  £nd  of  the  Needle  70*  iji'.’. 

We  had  high-water  on  the  29th,  being  two  days  before 
the  laft  quarter  of  the  moon,  at  nine  in  the  morning.  The 
perpendicular  rife  then  was  eighteen  inches ; and  there 
was  no  appearance  of  its  having  ever  exceeded  two  feet  and 
a half.  Thefe  are  all  the  memorials  ufeful  to  navigation, 
which  my  fhort  flay  has  enabled  me  to  preferve,  with  re-- 
rpetft  to  Van  Diemen’s  Land. 

Mr.  Anderfon,  my  Surgeon,  with  his  ufual  diligence; 
fpent  the  few  days  we  remained  in  Adventure  Bay,  in  exa- 
mining the  country.  His  account  of  its  natural  produc- 
tions, with  which  he  favoured  me,  will  more  than  com- 
penfate  for  my  filence  about  them:  fome  of  his  remarks  on> 
the  inhabitants  will  fupply  what  I may  have  omitted  or  re- 
prefented  imperfectly  ; and  his  fpecimen  of  their  language, 
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however  (holt,  will  be  thought  worth  attending  to,  by  thofe 
who  wi(h  to  collect  materials  for  tracing  the  origin  of  na- 
tions. 1 lliall  only  premife,  that  the  tall  flraight  forcll 
trees,  which  Mr.  Andcrfon  deferibes  in  the  following  ac- 
count, arc  of  a different  fort  from  thole  which  are  found  in 
the  more  Northern  parts  of  this  coaft.  The  wood  is  very 
long  and  dole-grained ; extremely  tough  ; lit  for  fpars,  oars, 
and  many  other  ufes  ; and  would,  on  occafion,  make  good 
malls  (perhaps  none  better),  if  a method  could  be  found  to 
lighten  it. 

“ At  the  bottom  of  Adventure  Bay  is  a beautiful  fandy 
beach,  which  feems  to  be  wholly  formed  by  the  particles 
waflicd  by  the  fea  from  a very  line  white  fand-llone,  that 
in  many  places  bounds  the  fliorc,  and  of  which  Fluted 
Cape,  in  the  neighbourhood,  from  its  appearance,  feems 
to  be  compofed.  This  beach  is  about  two  miles  long, 
and  is  excellently  adapted  for  hauling  a feine,  which 
both  fhips  did  repeatedly  with  fuccefs.  Behind  this,  is 
a plain  or  flat,  with  a fait,  or  rather  brackilh  lake  (run- 
ning in  length  parallel  with  the  beach),  out  of  which 
we  caught,  with  angling  rods,  many  whitilh  bream, 
and  l'ome  fmall  trout.  The  other  parts  of  the  country  ad- 
joining the  bay  are  quite  hilly  ; and  both  thofe  and  the  flat 
are  an  entire  foreft  of  very  tall  trees,  rendered  almoft  impalp- 
able by  Ihrubs,  brakes  of  fern,  and  fallen  trees;  except  on 
the  fides  of  fome  of  the  hills,  where  the  trees  are  but  thin, 
and  a coarfe  grafs  is  the  only  interruption. 

To  the  Northward  of  the  bay  there  is  low  land,  flretching 
farther  than  the  eye  can  reach,  which  is  only  covered  with 
wood  in  certain  l'pots ; but  we  had  no  opportunity  to  exa- 
mine in  what  rcfpects  it  differed  from  the  hilly  country. 
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The  foil  on  the  flat  land  is  either  fandy,  or  confifts  of  a yel-  ] 1 
lowifh  mould,  and,  in  fome  places,  of  a reddifh  clay.  The  * — . — * 
fame  is  found  on  the  lower  part  of  the  hills;  but  farther 
up,  efpecially  where  there  are  few  trees,  it  is  of  a grey  tough 
call,  to  appearance  very  poor. 

In  the  valleys  between  the  hills,  the  water  drains  down 
from  their  Cdes ; and  at  laft,  in  fome  places,  forms  fmall 
brooks;  fuch  indeed  as  were  fufficient  to  fupply  us  with 
water,  but  by  no  means  of  that  ftze  we  might  expect  in’  fo 
extenfive  a country,  efpecially  as  it  is  both  hilly  and  Weil 
wooded.  Upon  the  whole,  it  has  many  marks  of  bein^ 
naturally  a very  dry  country;  and  perhaps  might  (inde- 
pendent of  its  wood)  be  compared  to  Africa,  about  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  though  that  lies  ten  degrees  farther  North- 
ward, rather  than  to  New  Zealand,  on  its  other  fide,  in  the 
fame  latitude,  where  we  find  every  valley,  however  fmall, 
furntfhed  with  a confidcrable  flreara  of  water.  The  heat  too 
appears  to  be  great,  as  the  thermometer  flood  at  64,  70,  and 
once  at  74.  And  it  was  remarked,  that  birds  were  fehlom 
killed  an  hour  or  two,  before  they  were  almoft  covered  with 
fmall  maggots,  which  I would  rather  attribute  merely  to 
the  heat ; as  we  had  not  any  reafon  to  fuppofe  there  is  a pe- 
culiar dil'pofition  in  the  climate  to  render  fubflances  foon 
putrid. 

No  mineral  bodies,  nor  indeed  ftones  of  any  other  fort, 
but  the  white  fand  one  already  mentioned,  were  obferved. 

Amongft  the  vegetable  productions,  there  is  not  one,  that 
wc  could  find,  which  afforded  the  fmalleft  fubfiftence  for 
man. 

The  foreft  trees  are  all  of  one  fort,  growing  to  a great 
height,  and  in  general  quite  ftraight,  branching  but  little, 
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janoaiy  till' towards  the  top.  The  bark  is  white,  which  makes  them- 
t appear,;  at  a didance,  as  if  they  had  been  peeled;  it  is  alfo 
thick  j-and  within  it  arc  fometimes  collected,  pieces  of  a red- 
diflt  tranfparcnt  gum  or  refin,  which  has  an  adrktgent  tadc. 
The  leaves  of  this  tree  are  long,  narrow,  and  pointed ; and 
it  bears  c! oilers  of  futall  white  flowers,  whole  cups  were, 
at  this,  time,  plentifully  fcatcercd  about  the  ground,  with 
another  fort  refcmbling  them  fomewhat  infhape,  but  much 
larger;  which  makes  it  probable  that  there  are  two fpecies  of 
this  tree.  The  bark  of  the  fmaller  branches,  fruit,  and 
leaves,  have  an  agreeable  pungent  talle,  and  aromatic  fmell, 
not  unlike  peppermint;  and  in  its  nature,  it  has  fome 
aflinity  to  the  myrtus  of  botanifls. 

■ The  mod  common  tree,  next  to  this,  is  a fmall  one  about 
ten  feet  high,  branching  pretty  much,  with  narrow  leaves, 
and  a large,  yellow,  cylindrical  flower,  confining  only  of  a 
vail  number  of  filaments;  which,  being  {hed,  leave  a 'fruit 
like  a pine  top.  Both  the  above-mentioned  trees  are  un- 
known in  Europe, 

The  underwood  confifts  chiefly  of  a fhrub  fomewhat  re- 
fembling  a myrtle,  and  which  feems  to  be  the  leptofpermum 
feeparium,  mentioned  in  Dr, Forfter’s  Char.  Gen.  Plant-;  and,  in 
fome  places,  of  another,  rather  fmaller,  which  is  a new  fpe- 
cies of  the  nclalcuca  of  Linnseus. 

Of  other  plants,,  which  are  by  no  means  numerous,  there 
is  a fpecies  of  gladiolus,  rulh,  bell-flower,  famphire,  a fmall 
fort  of  wood-forrel,  milk-wort,  cudweed,  and  job’s  tears ; 
with  a few  others,  peculiar  to  the  place.  There  are  feverai 
kinds  of  fern,  as  polypody,  fplecnwort,  female  fern,  and 
fpme  mofles ; but  the  fpecies  are  either  common,  or  at  lead 
found. in  fame,  other  countries,  efpecially  New  Zealand. 

The 

& 


DigitizeCLby 


THE  PACIFIC  OCEAN. 


109 


The  only  animal  of  the  quadruped  kind  we  got,  was  a ‘777- 

fart  of  opojfum,  about  twice  the  Cze  of  a large  rat;  and  is-,  ' <~—t 

mod  probably,  the  male  of  that  fpccics  found  at  Endea- 
vour River,  as  mentioned  in  Ilawkcfworth’s  Collodion  of 
Voyages1*.  It  is  of  a dufky  colour  above,  tinged  with  a 
brown  or  rally  call,  and  whitifh  below.  About  a third  of 
the  tail,  towards  its  tip,  is  white,  and  bare  underneath;  by 
which  it  probably  hangs  on  the  branches  of  trees,  as  it 
climbs  thefe,  and  lives  on  berries.  Mr.  Webber’s  drawing 
will,  give  a better  idea  of  it  than  any  defeription.  The  kan- 
gooroa , another  animal  found  farther  Northward  in  New 
Holland,  as  deferibed-  in  the  fame  Voyage  -f-,  without  all 
doubt  alfo  inhabits  here,  as  the  natives  we  met  with  had 
fome  pieces  of  their  Reins ; and  we  feveral  times  faw  ani- 
mals, though  indiftintflly,  run  from  the  thickets  when  we 
walked  in  the  woods,  which,  from  the  fize,  could  be  no 
other.  It  Ihould  feem  alfo,  that  they  are  in  conflderable 
numbers,  from  the  dung  we  faw  almolt  every  where,  and 
from  the  narrow  tracks  or  paths  they  have  made  among  11 
the  flirubbery.  t 

There  are  feveral  f6rts  of  birds,  but  all  fo  fcarcc  and  fliy, 
that  they  arc  evidently  haraRed  by  the  natives,  who,  per- 
haps, draw  much  of  their  fubfiftence  from  them.  In  the 
woods,  the  principal  forts  arc  large  brown  hawks  or  eagles ; 
crows,  nearly  the  fame  as  ours  in  England ; ycllowifli  pa- 
roquets ; and  large  pigeons.  There  arc  alfo  three  or  four 
fmall  birds,  one  of  which  is  of  the  thruRi  kind ; and  ano- 
ther fmall  one,  with  a pretty  long  tail,  has  part  of  the  head 
and  neck,  of  a moil  beautiful  azure  colour ; from  whence  we 
named  it  motacilla  cyanca.  On  the  fhore  were  feveral  com- 


* Vol.  tfi.  p.  586.  -f  Ibid.  p.  577. 
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mon  and  Tea  gulls;  a few  black  oy Her  catchers,  orfea-pies; 
and  a pretty  plover  of  a ftone  colour,  with  a black  hood. 
About  the  pond  or  lake  behind  the  beach,  a few  wild  ducks 
were  feen;  and  fotne  drags  ufed  to  perch  upon  the  high 
leafiefs  trees  near  the  fhorc. 

Some  pretty  large  blackifh  fnakes  were  feen  in  the  woods; 
and  we  killed  a large,  hitherto  unknown,  lizard,  fifteen 
inches  long  and  fix  round,  elegantly  clouded  with  black  and 
yellow  ; befides  a fmall  fort,  of  a brown  gilded  colour  aboye, 
and  rufty  below. 

The  fca  affords  a much  greater  plenty,  and  at  lead  as 
great  a variety  as  the  land.  Of  thefe  the  elephant  fifli,  or 
pejegallo,  mentioned  in  Frezier’s  Vpyage  *,  are  the  molt  nu- 
merous ; and  though  inferior  to  many  other  fifh,  were  very 
palatable  food.  Several  large  rays,  nurfes,  and  fmall  lea- 
ther-jackets were  caught;  with  fome  fmall  white  bream, 
which  were  firmer  and  better  than  thofe  caught  in  the  lake. 

We  likewife  got  a few  folcs  and  flounders;  two  forts  of 
gurnards,  one  of  them  a new  fpecies-,  fome  fmall  fpotted 
mullet;  and,  very  unexpectedly,  the  fmall  fifh  with  a filver 
band  on  its  fide,  called  atherina  bepfetus  by  Haffel quill  -j-. 

But  that  next  in  number,  and  fuperior  in  goodnefs,  to  the 
elephant  fifh,  was  a fort  none  of  us  rccolledlcd  to  have  feen 
before.  It  partakes  of  the  nature  both  of  a round  and  of  a 
flat  fifh,  having  the  eyes  placed  very  near  each  other : the 
fore-part  of  the  body  much  flattened  or  depreffed,  and  the 
reft  rounded.  It  is  of  a brownifh  fandy  colour,  with  rufty  N 
fpots  on  the  upper  part,  and  whitifh  below.  From  the 
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quantity  of  flime  it  was  always  covered  with,  it  feetns  to 

live  after  the  manner  of  flat  fdh,  at  the  bottom.  o — v — • 

Upon  the  rocks  are  plenty  of  mufclcs,  and  fome  other 
fmall  fliell-fifli.  There  are  alfo  great  numbers  of  fea-flars ; 
fome  fmall  limpets;  and  large  quantities  of  fponge;  one 
fort  of  which,  that  is  thrown  on  lhore  by  the  fea,  but  not 
very  common,  has  a moll  delicate  texture ; and  another,  is 
the  fpongia  dichotoma. 

Many  pretty  Medufas  heads  were  found  upon  the  beach ; 
and  the  (linking  laphjia  or  fea-hare,  which,  as  mentioned 
by  fome  authors,  has  the  property  of  taking  off  the  hair  by 
the  acrimony  of  its  juice  ; but  this  fort  was  deficient  in  this 
refpedt. 

Infefls,  though  not  numerous,  are  here  in  confiderable 
variety.  Amongft  them  are  grafshoppers,  butterflies,  and 
fcveral  forts  of  fmall  moths,  finely  variegated.  There  are 
two  forts  of  dragon-flies,  gad-flies,  camcl-flics  ; fevcral  forts 
of  fpiders ; and  fome  fcorpions ; but  the  lall  are  rather  rare. 

The  moll  troublcfome,  though  not  very  numerous  tribe  of 
infctfls,  are  the  mufquitoes  ; and  a large  black  ant,  the 
pain  of  whofc  bite  is  almoll  intolerable,  during  the  flrort 
time  it  lafts.  The  mufquitoes,  alfo,  make  up  the  defici- 
ency of  their  number,  by  the  feverity  of  their  venomous 
probofeis. 

The  inhabitants  whom  we  met  with  here,  had  little  of 
that  fierce  or  wild  appearance  common  to  people  in  their 
' fituation  ; but,  on  the  contrary,  feemed  mild  and  cheerful,  ' 
without  referve  or  jealoufy  of  flrangers.  This,  however, 
may  arile  from  their  having  little  to  lofc  or  care  for. 
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jlJuLy.  With  refpcft  to  perfonal  activity  or  genius,  we  can  fay 
» »-  ' but  little  of  either.  They  do  not  feem  to  poflefs  the  firft  in 

any  remarkable  degree;  and  as  for  the  lall,  they  have,  to 
appearance,  lefs  than  even  the  half-animated  inhabitants 
of  Terra  del  Fuego,  who  have  not  invention  fufficient  to 
make  clothing  for  defending  thcmfelves  from  the  rigor  of 
their  climate,  though  furnifhed  with  the  materials.  The 
final!  flick,  rudely  pointed,  which  one  of  them  carried  in 
his  hand,  was  the  only  thing  we  faw  that  required  any  me- 
chanical exertion,  if  we  except  the  fixing  on  the  feet  of  fome 
of  them  pieces  of  kangooroo  fkin,  tied  with  thongs;  though 
it  could  not  be  learnt  whether  thefe  were  in  ufc  as  flioes,  or 
only  to  defend  fome  fore.  It  mull  be  owned,  however,  they 
are  maflcrs  of  fome  contrivance,  in  the  manner  of  cutting 
their  arms  and  bodies  in  lines  of  different  lengths  and  direc- 
tions, which  arc  raifed  confidcrably  above  the  furface  of  the 
fkin,  fo  that  it  is  difficult  to  guefs  the  method  they  ufe  in 
executing  this  embroidery  of  their  perfons.  Their  not  ex- 
preffmg  that  furprize  which  one  might  have  expected  from 
their  feeing  men  fo  much  unlike  themfelves,  and  things, 
to  which,  we  were  well  allured,  they  had  been  hitherto  utter 
Grangers ; their  indifference  for  our  prefents  ; and  their  ge- 
neral inattention  ; were  fulhcicnt  proofs  of  their  not  poffcff- 
ing  any  acutenefs  of  underflanding. 

Their  colour  is  a dull  black,  and  not  quite  fo  deep  as  that 
of  the  African  Negroes.  It  fhould  feem  alfo,  that  they  fomc- 
times  heightened  their  black  colour,  by  fmutting  their  bo- 
dies ; as  a mark  was  left  behind  on  any  clean  fubftance, 
fueh  as  white  paper,  when  they  handled  it.  Their  hair, 
however,  is  perfectly  woolly,  and  it  is  clotted  or  divided 
into  lmall  .parcels,  like  that  of  the  Hottentots,  with  the  ufc 
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of  fome  fort  of  greafc,  mixed  with  a red  paint  or  ochre, 
which  they  fmear  in  great  abundance  over  their  heads,  <- — 
This  pra&icc,  as  fome  might  imagine,  has  not  the  cflcct  of 
changing  their  hair  into  the  frizzling  texture  we  obferved ; 
for,  on  examining  the  head  of  a boy,  which  appeared  never 
to  have  been  fmcared,  I found  the  hair  to  be  of  the  fame 
kind.  Their  nofes,  though  not  flat,  arc  broad  and  full. 

The  lower  part  of  the  face  projects  a good  deal,  as  is  the 
cafe  of  moll  Indians  I have  feen;  fo  that  a line  let  fall  from 
the  forehead,  would  cut  off  a much  larger  portion  than  it 
would  in  Europeans.  Their  eyes  are  of  a middling  fize, 
with  the  white  lefs  clear  than  in  us ; and  though  not  re- 
markably quick  or  piercing,  fuch  as  give  a frank  cheerful 
call  to  the  whole  countenance.  Their  teeth  are  broad,  but 
not  equal,  nor  well  fet ; and,  either  from  nature  or  from  dirt, 
not  of  fo  true  a white  as  is  ufual  among  people  of  a black 
colour.  Their  mouths  are  rather  wide;  but  this  appear- 
ance feems  heightened  by  wearing  their  beards  long,  and 
clotted  with  paint,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  hair  on  their 
heads.  In  other  refpeCts,  they  are  well-proportioned; 
though  the  belly  feems  rather  projecting.  This  may  be 
owing  to  the  want  of  comprellion  there,  which  few  nations 
do  not  ufc,  more  or  lefs.  The  polturc  of  which  they  feem 
fondeft,  is  to  Hand  with  one  fide  forward,  or  the  upper  part 
of  the  body  gently  reclined,  and  one  hand  grafping  (acrofs 
the  back)  the  oppofitc  arm,  which  hangs  down  by  the  pro- 
jeCting  fide. 

What  the  ancient  Poets  tell  us  of  Fount  and  Satyrs  living 
in  hollow  trees,  is  here  realized.  Some  wretched  conftruc- 
tions  of  flicks,  covered  with  bark,  which  do  not  even  deferve 
the  name  of  huts,  were  indeed  found  near  the  fhore  in  the 
bay ; but  thefe  feemed  only  to  have  been  creCled  for  tem- 
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January  porary  purpofes ; and  many  of  their  largefl  trees  were  con- 
' — «— ' verted  into  more  comfortable  habitations.  Thefe  had  their 
trunks  hollowed  out  by  fire,  to  the  height  of  fix  or  feven 
feet;  and  that  they  take  up  their  abode  in  them  fometimes, 
was  evident  from  the  hearths,  made  of  clay,  to  contain  the 
fire  in  the  middle,  leaving  room  for  four  or  five  perfons  to 
fit  round  it  *.  At  the  fame  time,  thefe  places  of  fhclter  are 
durable;  for  they  take  care  to  leave  one  fide  of  the  tree 
found,  which  is  fuflicient  to  keep  it  growing  as  luxuriantly 
as  thofe  which  remain  untouched. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  place  are,  doubtlefs,  from  the 
fame  flock  with  thofe  of  the  Northern  parts  of  New  Hol- 
land. Though  fome  of  the  circumftances  mentioned  by 
Dampier,  relative  to  thofe  he  met  with  on  the  Weftern  coaft 
of  this  country,  fuch  as  their  defective  fight,  and  want  of 
fore-teeth,  are  not  found  here;  and  though  Hawkefworth’s 
account  of  thofe  met  with  by  Captain  Cook  on  the  Eaft  fide, 
fhews  alfo  that  they  differ  in  many  refpefts;  yet  flill,  upon 
the  whole,  I am  perfuaded  that  diftance  of  place,  entire  fe-  v 
paration,  diverfity  of  climate,  and  length  of  time,  all  concur- 
> ring  to  operate,  will  account  for  greater  differences,  both 
as  to  their  perfons  and  as  to  their  cuftoms,  than  really  exift 
between  our  Van  Diemen’s  Land  natives,  and  thofe  dcfcribed 
by  Dampier,  and  in  Captain  Cook’s  firft  voyage.  This  is  cer- 
tain, that  the  figure  of  one  of  thofe  feen  in  Endeavour  lliver, 
and  reprefented  in  Sidney  Parkinfon’s  Journal  of  that  voyage, 
very  much  refembles  our  vifiters  in  Adventure  Bay.  That 
there  is  not  the  like  rpfemblance  in  their  language,  is  a cir- 
cumftance  that  need  not  create  any  difficulty,  For  though 

• Tafman,  when  in  the  bay  of  Frederick  Henry,  adjoining  to  Adventure  Bay, 
found  two  trees,  one  of  which  was  two  fathoms,  and  the  other  two  fathoms  and  a half 
in  girth,  and  fixty  or  fixty-five  feet  high,  from  the  root  to  the  branches.  Sec  his 
Vsyagt)  in  Harris's  Collection,  Campbell's  Edition,  Vol.  i.  p.  326. 
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the  agreement  of  the  languages  of  people  living  diftant  from  J777^ 

each  other,  may  be  aHumcd  as  a ft  rang  argument  for  their  < — 

having  fprung  from  one  common  fource ; difagreement  of 
language  is  by  no  means  a proof  of  the  contrary*. 


However,  we  muft  have  a far  more  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  languages  fpoken  here  and  in  the  more  Northern 
parts  of  New  Holland,  before  we  can  be  warranted  to  pro- 
nounce that  they  arc  totally  different.  Nay,  we  have  good 
grounds  for  the  oppofitc  opinion;  for  we  found  that  the 
animal  called  kangooroo  at  Endeavour  river,  was  known  un- 
der the  fame  name  here ; and  I need  not  obferve,  that  it  is 
fcarcely  pofliblc  to  fuppofc  that  this  was  not  tranfmitted 
from  one  another,  but  accidentally  adopted  by  two  nations, 
differing  in  language  and  extraction.  Befides,  as  it  feems 
very  improbable  that  the  Van  Diemen's  Land  inhabitants 
fliould  have  ever  loft  the  ufe  of  canoes  or  failing  veffcls,  if 
they  had  been  originally  conveyed  thither  by  fea,  we  muft 
neccffarily  admit  that  they,  as  well  as  the  kangooroo  itfelf, 
have  been  ftragglcrs  by  land  from  the  more  Northern  parts 


• The  ingenious  Author  of  Ricberchet  fur  les  yfmericains,  iltuftratcs  the  grounds  of 
this  aflertion  in  the  following  fatisfadory  manner  : “ Cell  quclquc  chofc  dc  furpre- 
41  mint,  que  la  foule  des  idiome*,  tous  varies  .entr’eux,  que  parlcnt  k*s  nattircls  de 
44  PAmcrique  Scptcntrionalc.  Qu'on  reduife  ecs  idiomes  a des  racir.es,  qu’on  les  fim- 
H pi i fie,  qu'on  cn  fepare  les  dialtdcs  ft:  les  jargons  derives,  il  cn  rcfulte  toujours  cinq 
44  ou  fix  Ungues-meres,  refpe&ivement  incomprchcnfiblcs.  On  a obferve  la  mime 
44  fmgularitc  dans  la  Sibcric  & U Tartaric,  ou  1c  nombre  des  idiomes,  ft:  des  dialcdcs, 
**  eft  cgalemcnt  multiplic  ; ft:  ricn  n’efl  plus  commun,  que  d*y  voir  deux  hordes  voi- 
44  fines  qui  nc  fc  comprennent  point.  On  rctrouve  cctte  mime  multiplicity  de  jar- 
44  gons  dans  toutes  les  Provinces  dc  PAmcrique  MeriJionalc.”  (He  might  alfo  have 
included  Africa.]  44  11  y a bcaucoup  d'apparence  que  la  vie  fauvagty  tn  difperfint  les 
44  bammes  par  pc  tiles  troupes  ifslett  dans  des  hit  i patty  cecafon*  n eejfairement  cette  grande 
44  diverfte  des  langues , dontle  nombre  diminuc  a me  lure  que  la  Jocielc,  cn  raill-mbhmt 
44  les  barbarc*  vagabonds,  en  forme  un  corps  dc  nation.  Alors  l'idiome  le  plus 
44  riche,  ou  1c  moins  pauvre  en  mots,  devient  dominant,  U abforbe  les  autres." 
Tom.  i.  p.  159, 
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of  the  country.  And  if  there  be  any  force  in  this  obferva- 
j tion,  while  it  traces  the  origin  of  the  people,  it  will,  at  the 
fame  time,  ferve  to  fix  another  point,  if  Captain  Cook  and 
Captain  Fourneaux  have  not  already  decided  it,  that  New 
Holland  is  no  where  totally  divided  by  the  fea  into  iflands, 
as  fome  have  imagined  *. 

As  the  New  Hollanders  feem  all  to  be  of  the  fame  extrac- 
tion, fo  neither  do  I think  there  is  any  thing  peculiar  in 
them.  On  the  contrary,  they  much  refemble  many  of  the 
inhabitants  whom  I have  fecn  at  the  iflands  Tan’na  and 
Manicola.  Nay,  there  is  even  fome  foundation  for  hazard- 
ing a fuppofition,  that  they  may  have  originally  come  from 
the  fame  place  with  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  South  Sea. 
For,  of  only  about  ten  words  which  we  could  get  from 
them,  that  which  exprefles  cold,  differs  little  from  that  of 
New  Zealand  and  Otaheitc ; the  firft  being  Mallarccde,  the 
fecond  Makka'reede,  and  the  third  Ma'recdc.  The  reft  of 
our  very  fcanty  Van  Diemen’s  Land  Vocabulary  is  as  fol- 
lows.' 


Quadne, 

A woman. 

Eve’rai, 

The  eye. 

Muidje, 

The  nofe. 

Ka’my, 

The  teeth , mouth,  or  tongue. 

Lae’rcnnc, 

A final/  bird,  a native  of  the  woods  hern 

Koy’gee, 

The  ear. 

No’onga, 

Elevated fears  on  the  body. 

Teegera, 

To  eat. 

Toga'rago, 

I mufi  be  gone,  or,  I will  go. 

Their  pronunciation  is  not  difagreeable,  but  rather  quick; 
though  not  more  fo  than  is  that  of  other  nations  of  the 

* Dampier  Icons  to  be  of  this  opinion.  Vol.  iii.  p.  104.  125. 

4 South 


Digitized  by  QjOgle 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  PACIFIC  OCEAN. 


*17 


South  Sea;  and,  if  we  may  depend  upon  the  affinity  of  lan- 
guages as  a clue  to  guide  us  in  difcovering  the  origin  of 
nations,  I have  no  doubt  but  we  fhall  find,  on  a diligent 
inquiiy,  and  when  opportunities  offer  to  colledt  accurately 
a fufficicnt  number  of  thefe  words,  and  to  compare  them, 
that  all  the  people  from  New  Holland,  Eaflward  to  Eaftcr 
bland,  have  been  derived  from  the  fame  common  root 

• Wc  find  Mr.  Anderfon’s  notions  on  this  fubjccl  conformable  to  thofc  of  Mr. 
Marfdcn,  who  has  remarked,  “ that  one  general  language  prevailed  (however  muti- 
“ lated  and  changed  in  the  courfc  of  time)  throughout  all  this  portion  of  the  world, 
“ from  Madagafcar  to  the  moll  diflant  difeoveries  Eaflward  ; of  which  the  Malay  is  a 
“ dialed,  much  corrupted  or  refined  by  a mixture  of  other  tongues.  This  very  ex- 
**  tenftve  fimilarity  of  language  indicates  a common  origin  of  the  inhabitants ; but 
“ the  circumflances  and  progreis  of  their  feparation  are  wrapped  in  the  darkeft  veil  of 
« obfeurity.”  Hi /lory  ef  Sumatra,  p.  35. 

See  alfo  his  very  curious  paper,  read  before  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  and  pub- 
lifhcd  in  their  jfrchxehgia,  Vol.  vi.  p.  155;  where  his  fentiments  on  this  fubjccl  are 
explained  more  at  large,  and  ill  unrated  by  two  Tables  of  correfponding  Words. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

The  Paffage  from  Vast  Diemen  s Land  to  Next)  Zealand. — 
Employments  in  H$ueen  Charlotte  s Sound. — TranfaEUons 
with  the  Natives  there. — Intelligence  about  the  Majfacre 
of  the  Adventure  s Boat's  Crew. — Account  of  the  Chief 
who  headed  the  Party  on  that  Occafion. — Of  the  two 
young  Men  who  embark  to  attend  Omai. — Farious  Re- 
marks on  the  Inhabitants. — Agronomical  and  Nautical 
Obfervations. 
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AT  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  30th  of  January, 
a light  breeze  fpringing  up  at  Weft,  we  weighed  an- 
chor, and  put  to  fea  from  Adventure  Bay.  Soon  after,  the 
wind  veered  to  the  Southward,  and  incrcafcd  to  a perfect 
ftorm.  Its  fury  abated  in  the  evening,  when  it  veered  to 
the  Eaft  and  North  Eaft. 


This  gale  was  indicated  by  the  barometer,  for  the  wind 
no  fooner  began  to  blow,  than  the  mercury  in  the  tube  be- 
gan to  fall.  Another  remarkable  thing  attended  the  coming 
on  of  this  wind,  which  was  very  faint  at  firft.  It  brought 
with  it  a degree  of  heat  that  was  almoft  intolerable.  The 
mercury  in  the  thermometer  rofc,  as  it  were  inflantanc- 
oufly,  from  about  70°  to  near  go°.  'Ibis  heat  was  of  fo 
fhort  a continuance,  that  it  feemed  to  be  wafted  away  be- 
fore the  breeze  that  brought  it;  fo  that  fome  on  board  did 
not  perceive  it.  . 

V.’c 
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Wc  purfucd  our  courfc  to  the  Eallward,  without  meeting  ^777- 

with  any  thing  worthy  of  note,  till  the  night  between  the  

6th  and  7th  of  February,  when  a marine  belonging  to  the  Friday  7. 
Difcovery  fell  over-board,  and  was  never  fcen  afterward. 

This  was  the  fecond  misfortune  of  the  kind  that  had  hap- 
pened to  Captain  Clerke  ftnee  he  left  England. 

On  the  toth,  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  wc  difeovered  the  Monday  10. 
land  of  New  Zealand.  The  part  wc  faw  proved  to  be  Rock's 
Point,  and  bore  South  Eaft  by  South,  about  eight  or  nine 
leagues  diflant.  During  this  run  from  Van  Diemen’s  Land, 
the  wind,  for  the  firft  four  or  five  days,  was  at  North  Eaft, 

North,  and  North  North  Weft,  and  blew,  for  the  moil  part, 
a gentle  breeze.  It  afterward  veered  to  South  Eaft,  where 
it  remained  twenty-four  hours.  It  then  came  to  Weft  and 
South  Weft;  in  which  points  it  continued,  with  very  little 
deviation,  till  wc  reached  New  Zealand. 

After  making  the  land,  I fleered  for  Cape  Farewell,  which 
at  day-break,  the  next  morning,  bore  South  by  Weft,  diflant  Tuefd»y 
about  four  leagues.  At  eight  o’clock,  it  bore  South  Weft  by 
South,  about  five  leagues  diflant;  and,  in  this  flotation,  we 
had  forty-five  fathoms  water  over  a fandy  bottom.  In 
rounding  the  Cape  we  had  fifty  fathoms,  and  the  fame  fort 
of  bottom. 

I now  fleered  for  Stephens’s  Ifland,  which  wc  came  up 
with  at  nine  o’clock  at  night ; and  at  ten,  next  morning,  an-  WeJnef.  u. 
chored  in  our  old  ftation,  in  Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound  *.  * 

Unwilling  to  lofe  any  time,  our  operations  commenced  that 
very  afternoon,  when  we  landed  a number  of  empty  water- 
cafks,  and  began  to  clear  a place  where  we  might  fet  up 

* Sec  die  Chart  of  Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound,  in  Hawkcfworth’*  Colle&ion,  Vol.  ii. 
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-'b.ulry  ^1C  lw0  obfcrvatorics,  and  tents  for  the  reception  of  a guard, 
— v— and  of  fuch  of  our  people  whofe  bufinefs  might  make  it  ne- 
ceffary  for  them  to  remain  on  (hore. 

We  had  not  been  long  at  anchor  before  feveral  canoes, 
filled  with  natives,  came  along-fide  of  the  fhips ; but  very 
few  of  them  would  venture  on  board  ; which  appeared  the 
more  extraordinary,  as  1 was  well  known  to  them  all.  There 
was  one  man  in  particular  amongtt  them,  whom  I had 
treated  with  remarkable  kindnefs,  during  the  whole  of  my 
(lay  when  I was  lad  here.  Yet  now,  neither  profeflions  of 
friendfhip,  nor  prefents,  could  prevail  upon  him  to  come 
into  the  fihip.  This  (hynefs  was  to  be  accounted  for  only 
upon  this  fuppofition,  that  they  were  apprehenfive  we  had 
revifited  their  country,  in  order  to  revenge  the  death  of  Cap- 
tain Furneaux’s  people.  Seeing  Omai  on  board  my  (hip 
now,  whom  they  mud  have  remembered  to  have  feen  on 
board  the  Adventure  when  the  melancholy  affair  happened, 
and  whofe  fird  converfation  with  them,  as  they  approached, 
generally  turned  on  that  fubjedt,  they  mud  be  well  affured 
that  I was  no  longer  a dranger  to  it.  I thought  it  neceffary, 
therefore,  to  ufe  every  endeavour  to  affure  them  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  my  friendfhip,  and  that  I (liould  not  didurb 
them  on  that  account.  I do  not  know  whether  this  had  any 
weight  with  them;  but  certain  it  is,  that  they  very  foon  laid 
afide  all  manner  of  redraint  and  didrud. 


•ThurfJay  i j. 


On  the  13th  we  fet  up  two  tents,  one  from  each  (hip;  on 
the  fame  fpot  where  we  had  pitched  them  formerly.  The 
obfcrvatorics  were  at  the  fame  time  eroded;  and  Mcffrs. 
King  and  Bayly  began  their  operations  immediately,  to  find 
the  rate  of  the  time-keeper,  and  to  make  other  obfervations. 
The  remainder  of  the  empty  water-calks  were  alfo  fern  on 

(hore, 
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fhorc,  with  the  cooper  to  trim,  and  a fufiicicnt  number  of  r'g7- 

Tailors  to  fill  them.  Two  men  were  appointed  to  brew  \ . — , 

fpruce  beer ; and  the  carpenter  and  his  crew  were  ordered 
to  cut  wood.  A boat,  with  a party  of  men,  under  the  di- 
rection of  one  of  the  mates,  was  Tent  to  collect  grafs  for  our 
cattle;  and  the  people  that  remained  on  board  were  em- 
ployed in  refitting  the  Ihip,  and  arranging  the  provifions. 

In  this  manner,  we  were  all  profitably  bufied  during  our 
flay.  For  the  protection  of  the  party  on  fliorc,  I appointed 
a guard  of  ten  marines,  and  ordered  arms  for  all  the  work- 
men ; and  Mr.  King,  and  two  or  three  petty  officers,  con- 
ftantly  remained  with  them.  A boat  was  never  Tent  to  any 
confiderable  diftance  from  the  Ihips  without  being  armed, 
and  under  the  direction  of  fuch  officers  as  I could  depend 
upon,  and  who  were  well  acquainted  with  the  natives. 

During  my  former  vifits  to  this  country,  I had  never  taken 
Tome  of  thefe  precautions  j nor  were  they,  I firmly  believe, 
more  ncccffary  now  than  they  had  been  formerly.  But  after 
the  tragical  fate  of  the  Adventure’s  boat’s  crew  in  this 
found,  and  of  Captain  Marion  du  Frefne,  and  of  fomc  of 
his  people,  in  the  Bay  of  Iflands  *,  it  was  impoflible  totally 
to  dived  ourfelvcs  of  all  appreheufion  of  experiencing  a 
fimilar  calamity. 

If  the  natives  entertained  any  fufpicion  of  our  revenging 
thefe  aCts  of  barbarity,  they  very  foon  laid  it  afide.  For, 
during  the  courfc  of  this  day,  a great  number  of  families 
came  from  different  parts  of  the  coaft,  and  took  up  their  re- 
fidence  clofe  to  us;  fo  that  there  was  not  a fpot  in  the  cove 
where  a hut  could  be  put  up,  that  w^s  not  occupied  by 
them,  except  the  place  where  we  had  fixed  our  little  en- 

• In  1772. 

Vol.  I.  R 1 campment. 
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fStmtj  campment.  This  they  left  us  in  quiet  pofleflion  of ; but 
- — v— < they  came  and  took  away  the  ruins  of  fomc  old  huts  that 
were  there,  as  materials  for  their  new  erections. 

It  is  curious  to  obferve  with  what  facility  they  build  thefe 
occafional  places  of  abode.  I have  feen  above  twenty  of 
them  erefted  on  a fpot  of  ground,  that,  not  an  hour  before, 
was  covered  with  flirubs  and  plants.  They  generally  bring 
fome  part  of  the  materials  with  them;  the  reft  they  find 
upon  the  premifes.  I was  prefent  when  a number  of  people 
landed,  and  built  one  of  thefe  villages.  The  moment  the 
canoes  reached  the  fliore,  the  men  leaped  out,  and  at  once 
took  pofleflion  of  a piece  of  ground,  by  tearing  up  the  plants 
and  flirubs,  or  flicking  up  fomc  part  of  the  framing  of  a 
hut.  They  then  returned  to  their  canoes,  and  fecured  their 
weapons,  by  fetting  them  up  againft  a tree,  or  placing  them 
in  fuch  a pofition,  that  they  could  be  laid  hold  of  in  an  in- 
ftant.  I took  particular  notice  that  no  one  neglefted  this 
precaution.  While  the  men  were  employed  in  raifing  the 
huts,  the  women  were  not  idle.  Some  were  ftationed  to 
take  care  of  the  canoes;  others  to  fecure  the  provifions,  and 
the  few  utenfds  in  their  pofleflion  ; and  the  reft  went  to  ga- 
ther dry  flicks,  that  a fire  might  be  prepared  for  drefling 
their  viftuals.  As  to  the  children,  I kept  them,  as  alfo 
fome  of  the  more  aged,  fufliciently  occupied  in  fcrambling 
for  beads,  till  I had  emptied  my  pockets,  and  then  I left 
them. 

Thefe  temporary  habitations  are  abundantly  fuflicient  to 
afford  flicker  from  the  wind  and  rain,  which  is  the  only 
purpofe  they  are  meant  to  anfwcr.  I obferved  that,  gene- 
rally, if  not  always,  the  fame  tribe  or  family,  though  it  were 
ever  fo  large,  afibciated  and  built  together;  fo  that  we  fre- 
7 qucntly 
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qucntly  faw  a village,  as  well  as  their  larger  towns,  divided 
into  different  diftricts,  by  low  pallifadcs,  or  Come  fimilar 
mode  of  reparation. 

The  advantage  wc  received  from  the  natives  coming  to 
live  with  ns,  was  not  inconfiderable.  For,  every  day,  when 
the  weather  would  permit,  fome  of  them  went  out  to  catch 
fiflij  and  we  generally  got,  by  exchanges,  a good  fhare  of 
the  produce  of  their  labours.  This  fupply,  and  what  our 
own  nets  and  lines  afforded  us,  was  fo  ample,  that  we  fel- 
dom  were  in  want  of  fifll.  Nor  was  there  any  deficiency  of 
other  refrefhments.  Celery,  feurvy-grafs,  and  portable  foup 
were  boiled  with  the  peafe  and  wheat,  for  both  fhips  com- 
panies, every  day  during  our  whole  flay;  and  they  had 
fpruce-beer  for  their  drink.  So  that,  if  any  of  our  people 
had  contracted  the  feeds  of  the  feurvy,  fuch  a regimen  foon 
removed  them.  But  the  truth  is,  when  wc  arrived  here, 
there  were  only  two  invalids  (and  thefe  on  board  the  Refo- 
lution)  upon  the  fick  lids  in  both  fhips. 

Befidcs  the  natives  who  took  up  their  abode  clofe  to  us, 
we  were  occafionally  vifited  by  others  of  them,  whofe  refi- 
dcnce  was  not  far  off ; and  by  fome  who  lived  more  remote. 
Their  articles  of  commerce  were,  curiofities,  fiih,  and  wo- 
men. The  two  firll  always  came  to  a good  market;  which 
the  latter  did  not.  The  feamen  had  taken  a kind  of  diflike 
to  thefe  people;  and  were  either  unwilling,  or  afraid,  to 
affociate  with  them ; which  produced  this  good  effedt,  that 
I knew  no  inftance  of  a man’s  quitting  his  Ration,  to  go  to 
their  habitations. 

A connexion  with  women  1 allow,  beeaufe  I cannot  pre- 
vent it;  but  never  encourage,  beeaufe  1 always  dread  its 
confequcnces.  I know,  indeed,  that  many  men  are  of  opi- 
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February  n*°ni  that  fuch  an  intercourfc  is  one  of  our  gtcateft  fecurities 
— ' amongft  favages ; and  perhaps  they  who,  either  from  ne- 
ceffity  or  choice,  arc  to  remain  and  fettle  with  them,  may 
find  it  fo.  But  with  travellers  and  tranfient  vifirers,  fuch  as 
we  were,  it  is  generally  othertvife;  and,  in  our  fituation,  a 
connexion  with  their  women  betrays  more  men  than  it 
faves.  What  cite  can  be  reafonably  expefted,  fincc  all  their 
views  are  felfilh,  without  the  lead  mixture  of  regard  or  at- 
tachment i My  own  experience,  at  leaf!,  which  hath  been 
pretty  extenfive,  hath  not  pointed  out  to  me  one  inltancc  to 
the  contrary. 

Amongft  our  occafional  vifirers,  was  a chief  named  Ka- 
hoora,  who,  as  I was  informed,  headed  the  party  that  cut 
off  Captain  Furneaux’s  people,  and  himfclf  killed  Mr.  Rowe, 
the  officer  who  commanded.  To  judge  of  the  character  of 
Kahoora,  by  what  1 heard  from  many  of  his  countrymen, 
he  feemed  to  be  more  feared  than  beloved  amongft  them. 
Not  fatisfied  with  telling  me  that  he  was  a very  bad  man, 
fome  of  them  even  importuned  me  to  kill  him : and,  I be- 
lieve, they  were  not  a little  furprifed  that  I did  not  liften  to 
them  ; for,  according  to  their  ideas  of  equity,  this  ought  to 
have  been  done.  But  if  1 had  followed  the  advice  of  all  our 
pretended  friends,  I might  have  extirpated  the  whole  race 
• for  the  people  of  each  hamlet  or  village,  by  turns,  applied 

to  me  to  deftroy  the  other.  One  would  have  almoft  thought 
it  impoffible,  that  fo  ftriking  a proof  of  the  divided  ftate  in 
which  this  miferable  people  live,  could  have  been  afligned. 
And  yet  I was  furc  that  I did  not  mifconceive  the  meaning 
of  thofe  who  made  thefe  ftrange  applications  to  me ; for 
Omai,  whofe  language  was  a dialed:  of  their  own,  and  per- 
fettly  underftood  all  that  they  faid,  was  our  interpreter. 
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On  the  1 5th,  I made  an  excurfion  in  my  boat  to  look  for 
grafs,  and  vifited  the  Hippah,  or  fortified  village  at  the 
South  Weft  point  of  Motuara,  and  the  places  where  our 
gardens  had  been  planted  on  that  ifland.  There  were  no 
people  at  the  former;  but  the  houfes  and  pallifades  had 
been  rebuilt,  and  were  now  in  a ftate  of  good  repair;  and 
there  were  other  evident  marks  of  its  having  been  inha- 
bited not  long  before.  It  would  be  unneceflary,  at  prefent, 
to  give  a particular  account  of  this  Hippah,  fufficient  notice 
having  been  taken  of  it  in  the  Account  of  my  firft  Voyage, 
to  which  I refer*;  and  to  the  annexed  drawing,  which  rc- 
prefents  part  of  the  inlide  of  the  village,  and  will  convey  a 
better  idea  of  it,  than  any  written  defeription. 


1777- 

February. 

Saturday  15. 


When  the  Adventure  arrived  firft  at  Queen  Charlotte’s 
Sound,  in  1773  f,  Mr.  Bayly  fixed  upon  this  place  for  mak- 
ing his  obfervations ; and  he,  and  the  people  with  him,  at 
their  leifurc  hours,  planted  feveral  fpots  with  Englifh  gar- 
den feeds.  Not  the  leaft  veftige  of  thefe  now  remained.  It 
is  probable  that  they  had  been  all  rooted  out  to  make  room 
for  buildings,  when  the  village  was  reinhabited : for,  at  all 
the  other  gardensthen  planted  by  Captain Furneaux,  although 
now  wholly  over-run  with  the  weeds  of  the  country,  we 
found  cabbages,  onions,  leeks,  purflain,  radilhes,  muftard, 
&c.  and  a few  potatoes.  Thefe  potatoes,  which  were  firft 
brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  had  been  greatly 
improved  by  change  of  foil ; and,  with  proper  cultivation, 
would  be  fuperior  to  thofe  produced  in  rnoft  other  countries. 
Though  the  New  Zealanders  are  fond  of  this  root,  it  was 
evident  that  they  had  not  taken  the  trouble  to  plant  a fingle 
one  (much  lefs  any  other  of  the  articles  which  we  had  in- 

♦ Hawkefworth’s  Collcdion,  Vd.iL  p.  395,  Sec. 
t Cook’s  Voyage,  Vol.  i.  p*  120. 
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rJbnilty  tt'otlucc‘l)  i anf^  if  it  were  not  for  the  difficulty  of  clearing 
' — *——>  ground  where  potatoes  had  been  once  planted,  there  would 
not  have  been  any  now  remaining. 

Sunday  16.  On  the  itStli,  at  day-break,  I fet  out  with  a party  of  men, 
in  five  boats,  to  collect  food  for  our  cattle.  Captain  Clerke, 
and  feveral  of  the  officers,  Omai,  and  two  of  the  natives, 
accompanied  me.  We  proceeded  about  three  leagues  up 
the  found,  and  then  landed  on  the  Eall  fide,  at  a place 
where  I had  formerly  been.  Here  we  cut  as  much  grafs  as 
loaded  the  two  launches. 

As  we  returned  down  the  found,  we  vifited  Grafs  Cove, 
the  memorable  feene  of  the  Maifacre  of  Captain  Furneaux’s 
people.  Here  I met  with  my  old  friend  Pedro,  who  was 
almoft  continually  with  me  the  laft  time  I was  in  this  found, 
and  is  mentioned  in  my  Hiftory  of  that  Voyage  *.  He,  and 
another  of  his  countrymen,  received  us  on  the  beach, 
armed  with  the  pa-too  and  fpear.  Whether  this  form  of 
reception  was  a mark  of  their  courtefy  or  of  their  fear,  I 
cannot  fay ; but  I thought  they  betrayed  manifeft  figns  of 
the  latter.  However,  if  they  had  any  apprehenfions,  a few 
prefents  foon  removed  them,  and  brought  down  to  the  beach 
two  or  three  more  of  the  family  5 but  the  greatell  part  of 
them  remained  out  of  fight. 

Whilft  we  were  at  this  place,  our  curiofity  prompted  us  to 
inquire  into  the  circumllanccs  attending  the  melancholy 
fate  of  our  countrymen ; and  Omai  was  made  ufe  of  as  our 
' interpreter  for  this  purpofe.  Pedro,  and  the  reft  of  the  na- 
tives prefent,  anfwered  all  the  queftions  that  were  put  to 
them  on  the  fubjeeft,  without  referve,  and  like  men  who 


* Captain  Cook’s  Voyage,  Vot.  ii.  p.  J 58,  159. 
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are  under  no  dread  of  puniflimcnt  for  a crime  of  which  „ Wr 

1 Fcbrjjc/. 

they  arc  not  guilty.  For  we  already  knew  that  none  of  v — — « 
them  had  been  concerned  in  the  unhappy  tranfatffion.  They 
told  us,  that  while  our  people  were  fitting  at  dinner,  fur- 
rounded  by  feveral  of  the  natives,  fome  of  the  latter  dole,  or 
fnatched  from  them,  fome  bread  and  filh,  for  which  they 
were  beat.  This  being  refented,  a quarrel  enfued,  and  two 
New  Zealanders  were  fhot  dead,  by  the  only  two  mufquets 
that  were  fired.  For  before  our  people  had  time  to  dif- 
cliarge  a third,  or  to  load  again  thofe  that  had  been  fired, 
the  natives  rufhed  in  upon  them,  overpowered  them  with 
their  numbers,  and  put  them  all  to  death.  Pedro  and  his 
companions,  befides  relating  the  hillory  of  the  maflacre, 
made  us  acquainted  with  the  very  fpot  that  was  the  feene  of 
it.  It  is  at  the  corner  of  the  cove  on  the  right-hand-  They 
pointed  to  the  place  of  the  fun,  to  mark  to  us  at  what  hour 
of  the  day  it  happened  ■,  and,  according  to  this,  it  muft  have 
been  late  in  the  afternoon.  They  alfo  fhewed  us  the  place 
where  the  boat  lay,-  and  it  appeared  to  be  about  two  hun- 
dred yards  diflant  from  that  where  the  crew  were  feated. 

One  of  their  number,  a black  fervant  of  Captain  Furncaux, 
was  left  in  the  boat  to  take  care  of  her. 

We  were  afterward  told  that  this  black  was  the  caufe  of 
the  quarrel,  which  was  faid  to  have  happened  thus:  One  of 
the  natives  Healing  fomething.  out  of  the  boat,  the  Negro 
gave  him  a fcvcrc  blow  with  a flick.  The  cries  of  the  fel- 
low being  heard  by  his  countrymen  at  a diftancc,  they 
imagined  he  was  killed,  and  immediately  began  the  attack 
on  our  people;  who,  before  they  had  time  to  reach  the 
boat,  or  to  arm  thcmfelves  againft  the  unexpected  impend- 
ing danger,  fell  a facrifice  to  the  fury  of  their  favage  aflail- 
ants. 

The 
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February  Tile  firft  of  thefc  accounts,  was  confirmed  by  the  teftimony 

< ' of  many  of  the  natives,  whom  we  converfed  with,  at  differ- 

ent times,  and  who,  I think,  could  have  no  intereft  in  de- 
ceiving us.  The  fecond  manner  of  relating  the  tranfadlion, 
refts  upon  the  authority  of  the  young  New  Zealander,  who 
chofe  to  abandon  his  country  and  go  away  with  us,  and 
who,  confequently,  could  have  no  poflible  view  in  difguif- 
ing  the  truth.  All  agreeing  that  the  quarrel  happened  ■when 
the  boat’s  crew  were  fitting  at  their  meal,  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable that  both  the  accounts  are  true,  as  they  perfectly  co- 
incide. For  we  may  very  naturally  fuppofe,  that  while 
fome  of  the  natives  were  dealing  from  the  man  who  had 
been  left  in  the  boat,  others  of  them  might  take  the  fame 
liberties  with  the  property  of  our  people  who  were  on  Ihore. 

Be  this  as  it  will,  all  agree,  that  the  quarrel  firft  took  its 
rife  from  fome  thefts,  in  the  commiflion  of  which  the  na- 
tives were  detedled.  All  agree,  alfo,  that  there  was  no  pre- 
meditated plan  of  bloodlhcd,  and  that,  if  thefe  thefts  had 
not  been,  unfortunately,  too  hallily  refented,  no  mifehief 
would  have  happened.  For  Kahoora’s  greateft  enemies, 
thofe  who  folicited  his  deftruttion  mod  carncftly,  at  the 
fame  time  confeflcd  that  he  had  no  intention  to  quarrel, 
much  lefs  to  kill,  till  the  fray  had  actually  commenced.  It 
alfo  appears  that  the  unhappy  victims  were  under  no  fort  of 
apprehenfion  of  their  fate  j otherwife  they  never  would  have 
ventured  to  fit  down  to  a repaft  at  fo  confidcrablc  a diftance 
from  their  boat,  amongft  people  who  were  the  next  moment 
to  be  their  murderers.  What  became  of  the  boat  I never 
could  leatn.  Some  faid  fhe  was  pulled  to  pieces  and  burnt; 
others  told  us  that  fhe  was  carried,  they  knew  not  whither, 
by  a party  of  ftrangers. 

We 
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We  flayed  here  till  the  evening,  when,  having  loaded  the 
reft  of  the  boats  with  grafs,  celery,  feurvy-grafs,  &c.  wc  ' — ■» — — » 
embarked  to  return  to  the  Ihips.  We  had  prevailed  upon 
Pedro  to  launch  his  canoe,  and  accompany  us;  but  we  had 
fcarcely  put  ofF  from  the  fhore,  when  the  wind  began  to  blow 
very  hard  at  North  Weft,  which  obliged  him  to  put  back. 

We  proceeded  ourfelvcs,  but  it  was  with  a good  deal  of  dif- 
ficulty that  we  could  reach  the  Ihips ; where  fotne  of  the 
boats  did  not  arrive  till  one  o’clock  the  next  morning;  and  Monday  17.; 
it  was  fortunate  that  they  got  on  board  then,  for  it  after- 
ward blew  a perfect  ftorm,  with  abundance  of  rain,  fo  that 
no  manner  of  work  could  go  forward  that  day.  In  the 
evening  the  gale  ceafed,  and  the  wind  having  veered  to  the 
Eaft,  brought  with  it  fair  weather. 

The  next  day  we  refumed  our  works ; the  natives  ven-  Tctfday  is. 
tured  out  to  catch  filh ; and  Pedro,  with  all  his  family,  came 
and  took  up  his  abode  near  us.  This  Chief’s  proper  name 
is  Matahouah;  the  other  being  given  him  by  fome  of  my 
people  during  my  laft  Voyage,  which  I did  not  know  till 
now.  He  was,  however,  equally  well  known  amongft  his 
countrymen  by  both  names. 

On  the  20th,  in  the  forenoon,  we  had  another  ftorm  from  T!iarrj>yj»; 
the  North  Weft.  Though  this  was  not  of  fo  long  continu- 
ance as  the  former,  the  gulls  of  wind  from  the  hills  were 
far  more  violent,  infomuch  that  wc  were  obliged  to  ftrike 
<he  yards  and  top-mafts  to  the  very  utmoft;  ahd,  even  with 
all  this  precaution,  it  was  with  difficulty  that  we  rode  it 
out.  Tliefe  ftorms  are  very  frequent  here,  and  fometimes 
violent  and  troublefome.  The  neighbouring  mountains, 
which  at  thefe  times  are  always  loaded  with  vapours,  not 
only  increafe  the  force  of  the  wind,  but  alter  its  direction  in 
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Sunday  23. 
Monday  24. 


fuch  a manner,  that  no  two  blafts  follow  each  other  from 
the  fame  quarter ; and  the  nearer  the  fhore,  the  more  their 
effects  are  felt. 

The  neat  day  we  were  vifited  by  a tribe  or  family,  con- 
fiding of  about  thirty  perfons,  men,  women,  and  children, 
who  came  from  the  upper  part  of  the  Sound.  I had  never 
feen  them  before.  The  name  of  their  Chief  was  Toma- 
tongeauooranuc;  a man  of  about  forty-five  years  of  age, 
with  a cheerful  open  countenance.  And,  indeed,  the  reft 
of  his  tribe  were,  in  general,  the  handfomeft  of  the  New 
Zealand  race  I had  ever  met  with. 

By  this  time  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Sound  had  fettled  themfelves  about  us.  Great  numbers 
of  them  daily  frequented  the  Ihips,  and  the  encampment  on 
fhore : but  the  latter  became,  by  far,  the  moft  favourite 
place  of  refort,  while  our  people  there  were  melting  fome 
feal  blubber..,.  No  Greenlander  was  ever  fonder  of  train-oil, 
than  our  friends  here  feemed  to  be.  They  relilhcd  the  very 
fkimraings  of  the  kettle,  and  dregs  of  the  calks;  but  a little 
of  the  pure  (linking  oil  was  a delicious  feaft,  fo  eagerly  de- 
fired,  that  1 fuppofe  it  is  feldom  enjoyed. 

Having  got  on  board  as  much  hay  and  grafs  as  we  judged 
fufficient  to  ferve  the  cattle  till  our  arrival  at  Otaheite,  and 
having  completed  the  wood  and  water  of  both  fhips,  on 
the  23d  we  ftruck  our  tents,  and  carried  every  thing  off 
from  the  fliore;  and  next  morning  we  weighed  anchor,  and 
flood  out  of  the  Cove.  But  the  wind  not  being  very  fair, 
and  finding  that  the  tide  of  ebb  would  be  fpent  before  we 
could  get  out  of  the  Sound,  we  call  anchor  again  a little 
without  the  illand  Motuara,  to  wait  for  a more  favour- 
able opportunity  of  putting  into  the  ftrait. 

While 


nigiti^r>rl  by  Google 


THE  PACIFIC  OCEAN. 


131 


While  we  were  unmooring  and  getting  under  fail,  To-  pJj777- 
matongeauooranuc,  Matahouah,  and  many  more  of  the  > — / 
natives,  came  to  take  their  leave  of  us,  or  rather  to  obtain, 
if  they  could,  fomc  additional  prefents  from  us  before  we 
left  them.  Thefe  two  Chiefs  became  fuitors  to  me  for  fome 

goats  and  hogs.  Accordingly,  I gave  to  Matahouah  two  x 

goats,  a male  and  female  with  kid ; and  to  Tomaton- 

gcauooranuc  two  pigs,  a boar  and  a fow.  They  made  me 

a pfomife  not  to  kill  them ; though  I mull  own  I put  no 

great  faith  in  this.  The  animals,  which  Captain  Furncaux 

fent  on  fhore  here,  and  which  foon  after  fell  into  the  hands 

of  the  natives,  I was  now  told  were  all  dead ; but  I could  get 

no  intelligence  about  the  fate  of  thofe  1 had  left  in  Weft  Bay,  , 

and  in  Cannibal  Cove,  when  I was  here  in  the  courfe  of  my 

laft  Voyage.  However,  all  the  natives,  whom  I converfed  with( 

agreed,  that  poultry  arc  now  to  be  met  with  wild  in  the 

woods  behind  Ship  Cove ; and  I was  afterward  informed, 

by  the  two  youths  who  went  away  with  us,  that  Tiratou,  a 

popular  Chief  amongft  them,  had  a great  many  cocks  and 

hens  in  his  feparate  pofleflion,  and  one  of  the  fows. 

On  my  prefent  arrival  at  this  place,  I fully  intended  to  have 
left  not  only  goats  and  hogs,  but  fheep,  and  a young  bull, 
with  two  heifers,  if  1 could  have  found  either  a Chief  power- 
ful enough  to  proteft  and  keep  them,  or  a place  where 
there  might  be  a probability  of  their  being  concealed  from 
thofe  who  would  ignorantly  attempt  to  deftroy  them.  But 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other  prefented  itfelf  to  me.  Tira- 
tou was  now  abfent ; and  Tringoboohee,  whom  I had  met 
with  during  my  laft  Voyage  *,  and  who  feemed  to  be  a per- 
fon  of  much  confcquencc  at  that  time,  had  been  killed  five 
> 

’ Sec  Cook’s  Voyage,  Vol.  ii.  p.  157.  . . ' 
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Pcbruary  mont^s  ago,  with  about  feventy  perfons  of  his  tribe ; and  I 
v.  — could  not  learn  that  there  now  remained  in  our  neighbour- 
hood any  tribe,  whofe  numbers  could  fecure  to  them  a fu- 
periority  of  power  over  the  reft  of  their  countrymen.  To 
have  given  the  animals  to  any  of  the  natives  who  poffefled 
no  fuch  power,  would  not  have  anfwered  the  intention. 
For  in  a country  like  this,  where  no  man’s  property  is  fe- 
curc,  they  would  foon  have  fallen  a prey  to  different  parties* 
and  been  either  feparated  or  killed  ; but  moft  likely  both. 
This  was  fo  evident,  from  what  we  had  obferved  Cnee  our 
arrival,  that  1 had  refolved  to  leave  no  kind  of  animal,  till 
Mataliouah  and  the  other  Chief  folicited  me  for  the  hogs 
and  goats.  As  I could  fpare  them,  I let  them  go,  to  take 
their  chance.  I have,  at  different  times,  left  in  New  Zea- 
land, not  lefs  than  ten- or  a dozen  hogs,  beCdes  thofe  put 
on  fhorc  by  Captain  Furneaux.  It  will  be  a little  extraor- 
dinary, therefore,  if  this  race  fliould  not  increafe  and  be 
preferved  here,  either  in  a wild  or  in  a domeftic  ftatc,  or  in 
both. 

We  had  not  been  long  at  anchor  near  Motuara,  before 
three  or  four  canoes,  filled  with  natives,  came  off  to  us 
from  the  South  Eaft  fide  of  the  Sound ; and  a brilk  trade  was 
carried  on  with  them  for  the  curiofities  of  this  place.  In  one 
of  thefc  canoes  was  Kahoora,  whom  I have  already  men- 
tioned as  the  leader  of  the  party  who  cut  off  the  crew  of  the 
Adventure’s  boat.  This  was  the  third  time  he  had  vifited 
us,  without  betraying  the  fmalleft  appearance  of  fear.  I 
was  alhore  when  he  now  arrived,  but  had  got  on  board  juft 
as  he  was  going  away.  Omai,  who  had  returned  with  me, 
prefently  pointed  him  out,  and  folicited  me  to  fhoot  him. 
Not  fatisfied  with  this,  he  addrefled  himfelf  to  Kahoora, 

threatening 
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threatening  to  be  his  executioner,  if  ever  he  prelumcd  to 

vifit  us  again.  <— v — — > 

The  New  Zealander  paid  fo  little  regard  to  thcfc  threats, 
that  lie  returned,  the  next  morning,  with  his  whole  family,  Tutfljy  15- 
men,  women,  and  children,  to  the  number  of  twenty  and 
upwards.  Omai  was  the  firft  who  acquainted  me  with  his 
being  along-ftde  the  fhip,  and  defired  to  know  if  he  fliould 
afk  him  to  come  on  board.  I told  him  he  might;  and  ac- 
cordingly he  introduced  the  Chief  into  the  cabin,  faying, 

“ There  is  Kahoora;  kill  him!”  But,  as  if  he  had  forgot 
his  former  threats,  or  were  afraid  that  I fliould  call  upon 
him  to  perforin  them,  he  immediately  retired.  In  a fliort 
time,  however,  he  returned ; and  feeing  the  Chief  unhurt, 
he  cxpoflulated  with  me  very  earneftly,  faying,  “ Why  do 
" you  not  kill  him ? You  tell  me,  if  a man  kills  another  in 
“ England,  that  he  is  hanged  for  it.  This  man  has  killed 
“ ten,  and  yet  you  will  not  kill  him  ; though  many  of  his 
“ countrymen  deftre  it,  and  it  would  be  very  good.”  Omai’s 
arguments,  though  fpecious  enough,  having  no  weight 
with  me,  I defired  him  to  afk  the  Chief,  why  he  had  killed 
Captain  Furneaux’s  people?  At  this  queflion,  Kahoora  fold- 
ed his  arms,  hung  down  his  head,  and  looked  like  one 
caught  in  a trap : And,  I firmly  believe,  he  cxpetfled  inflant 
death.  But  no  fooner  was  he  affured  of  his  fafety,  than  he 
became  cheerful.  He  did  not,  however,  feem  willing  to 
give  me  an  anfwcr  to  the  queflion  that  had  been  put  to  him, 
till  I had,  again  and  again,  repeated  my  promife  that  he 
fliould  not  be  hurt.  Then  he  ventured  to  tell  us,  That  one 
of  his  countrymen  having  brought  a Hone  hatchet  to  barter, 
the  man,  to  whom  it  was  offered,  took  it,  and  would  neither 
return  it,  nor  give  any  thing  for  it ; on  which  the  owner  of 
8 it 
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it  fnatched  up  the  bread  as  an  equivalent;  and  then  the  quar- 
rel began. 


The  remainder  of  Kahoora’s  account  of  this  unhappy  af- 
fair, differed  very  little  from  what  we  had  before  learnt, 
from  the  reft  of  his  countrymen.  He  mentioned  the  narrow 
efcape  he  had,  during  the  fray;  a mufquet  being  levelled  at 
him,  which  he  avoided  by  Ikulking  behind  the  boat ; and 
another  man,  who  flood  clof'e  to  him,  was  flrot  dead.  As 
foon  as  the  mufquet  was  difeharged,  he  inftantly  feized  the 
opportunity  to  attack  Mr.  Rowe,  who  commanded  the  party, 
and  who  defended  Iiimfelf  with  his  hanger  (with  which  he 
wounded  Kahoora  in  the  arm),  till  he  was  overpowered  by 
numbers. 


Mr.  Burney,  who  was  fent  by  Captain  Furneaux  the  next 
day*,  with  an  armed  party,  to  look  for  his  mifling  people, 
upon  difeovering  the  horrid  proofs  of  their  fhocking  fate, 
had  fired  fevcral  vollies  amongft  the  crowds  of  natives  who 
ftill  remained  affcmbled  on  the  fpot,  and  were,  probably, 
partaking  of  the  deteftable  banquet.  It  was  natural  to  fup- 
pofe  that  he  had  noc  fired  in  vain ; and  that,  therefore,  fome 
of  the  murderers  and  devourers  of  our  unhappy  country- 
men had  fuffered  under  our  juft  refentment.  Upon  inquiry, 
however,  into  this  matter,  not  only  from  Kahoora,  but 
from  others  who  had  opportunities  of  knowing,  it  appeared 
that  our  fuppofition  was  groundlefs,  and  that  not  one  of  the 
fhot  fired  by  Mr.  Burney’s  people  had  taken  effedt,  fo  as  to 
kill,  or  even  to  hurt,  a finglc  perfon. 

It  was  evident,  that  moll  of  the  natives  we  had  met  with 
fince  our  arrival,  as  they  knew  I was  fully  acquainted  with 


* See  his  Narrative.  Cook’s  Voyage,  Vol.  ii.  p.255  — 259. 
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the  hillory  of  the  maflacre,  exported  I Ihould  avenge  it  with  Ft'b”^ 

the  death  of  Kahoora.  And  many  of  them  feemed  not  only  > — « ' 

to  wilh  it,  but  exprefled  their  furprize  at  my  forbearance. 

As  he  could,  not  be  ignorant  of  this,  it  was  a matter  of  won- 
der to  me,  that  he  put  himfelf  fo  often  in  my  power.  When 
he  vifited  us  while  the  fhips  lay  in  the  Cove,  confiding  in 
the  number  of  his  friends  that  accompanied  him,  he  might 
think  himfelf  fafe.  But  his  two  lall  vifits  had  been  made 
under  fuch  circumftances,  that  he  could  no  longer  rely 
upon  this.  We  were  then  at  anchor  in  the  entrance  of  the 
Sound,  and  at  fome  diftance  from  any  fliore ; fo  that  he 
could  not  have  any  aflillance  from  thence,  nor  flatter  him- 
felf he  could  have  the  means  of  making  his  cfcape,  had  I 
determined  to  detain  him.  And  yet,  after  his  full  fears,  on 
being  interrogated,  were  over,  he  was  fo  far  from  enter- 
taining any  uneafy  fenfations,  that,  on  feeing  a portrait  of 
one  of  his  countrymen  hanging  up  in. the  cabin,  he  defired 
to  have  his  own  portrait  drawn  ; and  fat  till  Mr.  Webber 
had  finifhed  it,  without  marking  the  leaft  impatience.  I 
mull  confefs,  I admired  his  courage,  and  was  not  a little 
pleafed  to  obferve  the  extent  of  the  confidence  he  put  in 
me.  For  he  placed  his  whole  fafety  in  the  declarations  I 
had  uniformly  made  to  thofe  who  folicited  his  death.  That 
I had  always  been  a friend  to  them  all,  and  would  continue 
fo,  unlefs  they  gave  me  caufe  to  art  otherwife : that  as  to 
their  inhuman  treatment  of  our  people,  I Ihould  think  no 
more  of  it,  the  tranfartion  having  happened  long  ago,  and 
when  I was  not  prefent;  but  that,  if  ever  they  made  a 
fecond  attempt  of  that  kind,  they  might  rell  allured  of  feel- 
ing the  weight  of  my  refentment. 

For  fome  time  before  we  arrived  at  New  Zealand,  Omai 
had  exprefled  a defire  to  take  one  of  the  natives  with  him  to 
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his  own  country.  We  had  not  been  there  many  days,  be- 
fore he  had  an  opportunity  of  being  gratified  in  this ; for  a 
youth  about  fevcntcen  or  eighteen  years  of  age,  named 
Tawciharooa,  offered  to  accompany  him ; and  took  up  his 
reiidence  on  board.  1 paid  little  attention  to  this  at  firft, 
imagining  that  he  would  leave  us  when  we  were  about  to 
depan,  and  after  lie  had  got  what  he  could  from  Omai. 
At  length,  finding  that  he  was  fixed  in  his  refolution  to  go 
with  us,  and  having  learnt  that  he  was  the  only  fon  of  a 
deceafed  Chief,  and  that  his  mother,  Hill  living,  was  a wo- 
man much  refpedted  here,  I was  apprehenfive  that  Omai 
had  deceived  him  and  his  friends,  by  giving  them  hopes 
and  affurances  of  his  being  fent  back.  1 therefore  caufcd  it 
to  be  made  known  to  them  all,  that  if  the  young  man  went 
away  with  us,  he  would  never  return.  But  this  declaration 
feemed  to  make  no  fort  of  imprellion.  The  afternoon  be- 
fore we  left  the  Cove,  Tiratoutou,  his  mother,  came  on 
board,  to  receive  her  lafl  prefent  from  Omai.  The  fame 
evening,  Ihe  and  Taweiharooa  parted,  with  all  the  marks  of 
tender  affeftion  that  might  be  expected  between  a parent 
and  a child,  who  were  never  to  meet  again.  But  (lie  faid 
Ihe  would  cry  no  more;  and,  fure  enough,  flic  kept  her 
•word.  For  when  fhe  returned  the  next  morning,  to  take 
her  laft  farewell  of  him,  all  the  time  fhe  was  on  board  fhe 
remained  quite  cheerful,  and  went  away  wholly  uncon- 
cerned. 

That  Tawciharooa  might  be  fent  away  in  a manner  be- 
coming his  birth,  another  youth  was  to  have  gone  with  him 
as  his  fervant;  and,  with  this  view,  as  vve  fuppofed,  he  re- 
mained on  board  till  we  were  about  to  fail,  when  his  friends 
took  him  afhore.  However,  his  place  was  fupplied,  next 
morning,  by  another,  a boy  of  about  nine  or  ten  years  of 

age. 
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age,  named  Kokoa.  He  was  prefented  to  me  by  his  own  F^”jry 
father,  who,  I believe,  would  have  parted  with  his  dog  > — — * 
with  far  lefs  indifference.  The  very  little  clothing  the  boy 
had,  he  flript  him  of,  and  left  him  as  naked  as  he  was  born. 

It  was  to  no  purpofe  that  I endeavoured  to  convince  thefe 
people  of  the  improbability,  or  rather  of  the  impofftbility, 
of  thefe  youths  ever  returning  home.  Not  one,  not  even 
their  neared  relations,  feemed  to  trouble  thcmfclvcs  about 
their  future  fate.  Since  this  was  the  cafe,  and  I was  well 
fatisfted  that  the  boys  would  be  no  lofcrs  by  exchange  of 
place,  I the  more  readily  gave  my  confent  to  their  going. 

From  my  own  obfervations,  and  from  the  information  of 
Tawciharooa  and  others,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  New 
Zealanders  mud  live  under  perpetual  apprehenfions  of  be- 
ing dedroyed  by  each  other;  there  being  few  of  their  tribes 
that  have  not,  as  they  think,  fuftained  wrongs  from  fome 
other  tribe,  which  they  arc  continually  upon  the  watch  to 
revenge.  And,  perhaps,  the  defire  of  a good  meal  may  be 
no  fmall  incitement.  I am  told  that  many  years  will  fomc- 
times  elapfe,  before  a favourable  opportunity  happens,  and 
that  the  fon  never  lofes  fight  of  an  injury ’that  has  been 
done  to  his  father.  Their  method  of  executing  their  hor- 
rible defigns,  is  by  Healing  upon  the  adverl'e  party  in  the 
night ; and  if  they  find  them  unguarded  (which,  however, 

I believe,  is  very  feldom  the  cafe),  they  kill  every  one  indif- 
criminately ; not  even  fparing  the  women  and  children. 

When  the  maffacre  is  completed,  they  either  fead  and  gorge 
themfelves  on  the  fpot,  or  carry  off  as  many  of  the  dead 
bodies  as  they  can,  and  devour  them  at  home,  with  aifts  of 
brutality  too  fhocking  to  be  deferibed.  If  they  are  difeo- 
vered  before  they  can  execute  their  bloody  purpofe,  they 
generally  deal  off  again ; and  fometimes  arc  purfued  and 
Vot.  I.  T attacked 
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Fchrlsiy  attacked  by  the  other  party,  in  their  turn.  To  give  quarter, 
. — v — or  to  take  prifoners,  makes  no  part  of  their  military  law; 

fo  that  the  vanquilhed  can  only  fave  their  lives  by  flight. 
This  perpetual  ftatc  of  war,  and  deftrudtivc  method  of  con- 
ducing it,  operates  fo  ftrongly  in  producing  habitual  cir- 
cumfpeCion,  that  one  hardly  ever  finds  a New  Zealander  off 
his  guard,  either  by  night  or  by  day.  Indeed,  no  other  man 
can  have  fuch  powerful  motives  to  be  vigilant,  as  the  pre- 
fervation  both  of  body  and  of  foul  depends  upon  it.  For, 
according  to  their  fyftem  of  belief,  the  foul  of  the  man 
whofe  flefh  is  devoured  by  the  enemy,  is  doomed  to  a per- 
petual fire,  while  the  foul  of  the  man  whofe  body  has  been 
refeued  from  thofe  who  killed  him,  as  well  as  the  fouls  of 
all  who  die  a natural  death,  afeend  to  the  habitations  of  the 
Gods.  I afked,  Whether  they  cat  the  flcfli  of  fuch  of  their 
friends  as  had  been  killed  in  war,  but  whofe  bodies  were 
faved  from  falling  into  the  enemy’s  hands  ? They  feemed 
furprifed  at  the  quellion,  which  they  anfwered  in  the  nega- 
tive, exprefling  fome  abhorrence  at  the  very  idea.  Their 
common  method  of  difpofing  of  their  dead,  is  by  depofit- 
ing  their  bodies  in  the  earth;  but  if  they  have  more  of 
their  flaughtered  enemies  than  they  can  eat,  they  throw 
them  into  the  fca. 

They  have  no  fuch  thing  as  mora'u,  or  other  places  of 
public  worfliip;  nor  do  they  ever  affemble  together  with 
this  view.  But  they  have  Priefts,  who  alone*  addrefs  the 
Gods  in  prayers,  for  the  profperity  of  their  temporal  affairs ; 
fuch  as  an  enterprife  againft  a hoflile  tribe,  a fifliing  party, 
or  the  like. 

Whatever  the  principles  of  their  religion  may  be,  of  which 
we  remain  very  ignorant,  its  inftruCions  arc  very  flrongly 

inculcated 
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inculcated  into  them  from  their  very  infancy.  Of  this  I 

faw  a remarkable  inftancc,  in  rhe  youth  who  was  flrfl  de-  > » — ■' 

flined  to  accompany  Taweiharooa.  He  refrained  from  eat- 
ing the  greatell  part  of  the  day,  on  account  of  his  hair  being 
cut ; though  every  method  was  tried  to  induce  him  to  break 
his  relblution  5 and  he  was  tempted  with  the  oiler  of  fuch 
victuals  as  he  was  known  to  efteem  the  moil.  He  faid,  if 
he  eat  any  thing  that  day,  the  Eatooa  would  kill  him.  How- 
ever, towards  evening,  the  cravings  of  nature  got  the  better 
of  the  precepts  of  his  religion,  and  he  eat,  though  but 
fpai  ingly.  I had  often  conjectured,  before  this,  that  they 
had  fome  fuperilitious  notions  about  their  hair,  having  fre- 
quently obferved  quantities  of  it  tied  to  the  branches  of 
trees  near  fome  of  their  habitations;  but  what  thefe  notions 
are,  I never  could  learn. 

Notwitlvdanding  the  divided  and  hoilile  date  in  which  the 
New  Zealanders  live,  travelling  (Irangcrs,  who  come  with 
no  ill  delign,  are  well  received  and  entertained  during  their 
Hay;  which,  however,  it  is  expefted,  will  be  no  longer 
than  is  requifite  to  tranfatfl  the  bufinels  they  come  upon. 

Thus  it  is  that  a trade  for  pocnamnwo,  or  green  talc,  is  carried 
on  throughout  the  whole  northern  ifland.  For  they  tell  us, 
that  there  is  none  of  this  Hone  to  be  found,  but  at  a place 
which  bears  its  name,  fomewhcrc  about  the  head  of  Queen 
Charlotte’s  Sound,  and  not  above  one  or  two  days  journey, 
at  mod,  from  the  flation  of  our  fhips.  I regretted  much 
that  l could  not  fpare  time  fuflicient  for  paying  a viftt  to 
the  place;  as  we  were  told  a hundred  fabulous  dories  about 
this  done,  not  one  of  which  carried  with  it  the  lead  proba- 
bility of  truth,  though  fome  of  their  mod  fenfible  men 
would  have  us  believe  them.  One  of  thefe  dories  is,  that 
this  done  is  originally  a filh,  which  they  drike  with  a gig 

T 2 m. 


Digitized  by  Google 


J4° 


A VOYAGE  TO 


*777* 

February. 


in  the  water,  tie  a rope  to  it,  and  drag  it  to  the  fliore,  to 
which  they  fatten  it,  and  it  afterward  becomes  done.  As 
they  all  agree,  that  it  is  fiflied  out  of  a large  lake,  or  col- 
lection of  waters,  the  molt  probable  conjecture  is,  that  it 
is  brought  from  the  mountains,  and  depottted  in  the  water, 
by  the  torrents.  This  lake  is  called  by  the  natives  Tavai 
Poenammoo ; that  is,  the  water  of  Green  Talc  ; and  it  is  only 
the  adjoining  part  of  the  country,  and  not  the  whole  Southern 
ittand  of  New  Zealand,  that  is  known  to  them  by  the  name 
which  hath  been  given  to  it  on  my  chart  *. 

Polygamy  is  allowed  araongft  thefe  people  5 and  it  is  not 
uncommon  for  a man  to  have  two  or  three  wives.  The 
women  are  marriageable  at  a very  early  age ; and  it  ttiould 
feem,  that  one  who  is  unmarried,  is  but  in  a forlorn  ftate. 
She  can  with  difficulty  get  a fubfiftcnce  ; at  lead,  fhe  is,  in 
a great  mcafure,  without  a protcCtor,  though  in  conttant 
want  of  a powerful  one. 

The  New  Zealanders  feem  to  be  a people  perfectly  fatif- 
ficd  with  the  little  knowledge  they  arc  matters  of,  without 
attempting,  in  the  lead,  to  improve  it.  Nor  arc  they  re- 
markably curious,  either  in  their  obfervations,  or  their  in- 
quiries. New  objeCls  do  not  ttrike  them  with  fuch  a degree 
of  furprizc  as  one  would  naturally  expeCt;  nor  do  they 
even  fix  their  attention  for  a moment.  Omai,  indeed,  who 
was  a great  favourite  with  them,  would  fometimes  attract  a 
circle  about  him  ; but  they  feemed  to  liften  to  his  fpeechcs, 
like  perfons  who  neither  underflood,  nor  wilhed  to  under- 
iland,  what  they  heard. 

One  day,  on  our  inquiring  of  Taweiharooa,  how  many 
.lliips,  fuch  as  ours,  had  ever  arrived  in  Queen  Charlotte’s 

* Set  Captain  Cook's  chart  of  New  Zealand,  in  Hawkef.  Coll.  vol.  ii.  p.  280 

7 Sound, 


Digitized  byaQ 


THE  PACIFIC  OCEAN. 


141 

Sound,  or  in  any  part  of  its  neighbourhood?  He  began  with  F'b7”^ 

giving  an  account  of  one  abfolutely  unknown  to  us.  This,  he  1 . — • 

faid,  had  put  into  a port  on  the  North  Weft  coaft  of  Teerawitte, 
but  a very  few  years  before  I arrived  in  the  Sound  in  the  En- 
deavour, which  the  New  Zealanders  diftinguilh,  by  calling 
Tupia’s  fliip.  At  firft,  I thought  he  might  have  been  miftaken 
as  to  the  time  and  place ; and  that  the  fliip  in  queftion  might 
be  cither  MonfieurSurvillc’s,  who  is  faid  to  have  touched  upon 
the  North  Eaft  coaft  of  Eaheinomauwc,  the  fame  year  I was 
there  in  the  Endeavour;  or  clfc  Monfieur  Marion  du  Frefnc’s, 
who  was  in  the  Bay  of  Iflands,  on  the  fame  coaft,  a few 
years  after.  But  he  allured  us,  that  he  was  not  miftaken, 

-either  as  to  the  time,  or  as  to  the  place  of  this  Ihip’s  arrival ; 
and  that  it  was  well  known  to  every  body  about  Queen 
Charlotte’s  Sound  and  Teerawitte.  He  faid,  that  the  Captain 
of  her,  during  his  flay  here,  cohabited  with  a woman  of 
the  country  ; and  that  Ihe  had  a fon  by  him  ftill  living,  and 
about  the  age  of  Kokoa  ; who,  though  not  born  then,  feemed 
to  be  equally  well  acquainted  with  the  ftory.  We  were  alfo 
informed  by  Taweiharooa,  that  this  fliip  iirft  introduced  the 
venereal  difeafe  amongft  the  New  Zealanders.  I wjfli  that 
lubfcquent  vifiters  from  Europe  may  not  have  their  lhare 
of  guilt,  in  leaving  fo  dreadful  a remembrance  of  them 
amongft  this  unhappy  race.  The  diforder  now  is  but 
too  common  here ; though  they  do  not  feem  to  regard 
it ; faying,  that  its  effeifts  are  not  near  fo  pernicious  at  pre- 
fent,  as  they  were  at  its  firft  appearance.  The  only  method, 
as  far  as  I ever  heard,  that  they  make  ufc  of  as  a remedy, 
is  by  giving  the  patient  the  ufe  of  a fon  of  hot  bath,  which 
they  produce  by  the  fleam  of  certain  green  plants  laid  over 
hot  Hones. 

I regretted 
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FtVru.’ry  * regretted  much  that  wc  did  not  hear  of  this  fliip  while 
v.— v~— ' we  were  in  the  Sound  i as,  by  means  of  Omai,  we  might 
have  had  full  and  correift  information  about  her  from  eyc- 
witnefles.  For  Tawciharooa’s  account  was  only  from  what 
he  had  been  told,  and  therefore  liable  to  many  miftakes. 
I have  not  the  leaft  doubt,  however,  that  his  teilimony  may 
fo  far  be  depended  upon,  as  to  induce  us  to  believe,  that 
a Ihip  really  had  been  at  Teerawitte  prior  to  my  arrival  in 
the  Endeavour,  as  it  correfponds  with  what  I had  formerly 
heard.  For  in  the  latter  end  of  1773,  the  fecond  time  I 
vifited  New  Zealand,  during  my  lad  voyage,  when  we  were 
continually  making  inquiries  about  the  Adventure,  after 
our  reparation,  fome  of  the  natives  informed  us  of  a lhip’6 
having  been  in  a port  on  the  coaft  of  Teerawitte.  But,  at 
that  time,  wc  thought  we  mull  have  mifundcrllood  them, 
and  took  no  notice  of  the  intelligence. 

The  arrival  of  this  unknown  (hip  has  been  marked  by  the 
New  Zealanders  with  more  caufes  of  remembrance,  than  the 
unhappy  one  juft  mentioned.  Taweiharooa  told  us,  their 
country  was  indebted  to  her  people  for  the  prefent  of  an 
animal,  which  they  left  behind  them.  But  as  he  had  not 
feen  it  himfclf,  no  fort  of  judgment  could  be  formed  from 
his  description,  of  what  kind  it  was. 

We  had  another  piece  of  intelligence  from  him,  more 
correcftly  given,  though  not  confirmed  by  our  own  obferva- 
tions,  that  there  are  fnakes  and  lizards  there  of  an  enormous 
fize.  He  deferibed  the  latter  as  being  eight  feet  in  length, 
and  as  big  round  as  a man’s  body.  He  faid,  they  fometimes 
feize  and  devour  men  5 that  they  burrow  in  the  ground  r 
and  that  they  arc  killed  by  making  fires  at  the  mouths  of 
the  holes.  We  could  not  be  miftaken  as  to  the  animal ; for, 
4 with 
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with  his  own  hand,  he  drew  a very  good  reprefentation  of  a ^777-^ 
lizard  on  a piece  of  paper;  as  alio  of  a l'nakc,  in  order  to  « — , — < 
fliew  what  he  meant. 

Though  much  has  been  faid,  in  the  Narratives  of  my  Two 
former  Voyages,  about  this  country  and  its  inhabitants, 

Mr.  Anderfon’s  Remarks,  as  ferving  either  to  confirm  or  to 
correct  our  former  accounts,  may  not  be  fuperfluous.  He 
had  been  three  times  with  me  in  Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound, 
during  my  laft  Voyage;  and,  after  this  fourth  vifir,  what 
he  thought  proper  to  record,  may  be  confidered  as  the  rc- 
fult  of  fuflicient  obfervation.  The  Reader  will  find  it  in  the 
next  Chapter ; and  I have  nothing  farther  to  add,  before  I 
quit  New  Zealand,  but  to  give  fome  account  of  the  aftro- 
nomical  and  nautical  obfervations  made  during  our  flay 
there. 

The  Longitude  of  the  Obfervatory  in  Ship 
Cove,  by  a mean  of  103  fets  of  obferva- 
tions, each  fee  confifting  of  fix  or  more 
oblerved  diftances,  was  - 174*  25'  15"  Eaft. 

By  the  time-keeper,  at  Creenwich  rate,  it 
was  - - - - - - 175  26  30 

By  ditto,  at  the  Cape  rate,  it  was  - 174  36  tg 

Variation  of  the  compafs,  being  the  mean 
of  fix  needles,  obferved  on  board  the  Ihip  1240  o Eaft. 

By  the  fame  needles  on  Ihore,  it  was  - 13  53  o 
The  dip  of  the  South  end,  obferved  on 
fhore,  was  - - - 63  42  o 

By  a mean  of  the  refults  of  eleven  days  obfervations,  the 
time-keeper  was  too  flow  for  mean  time,  on  February  22  at 
noon,  by  11*  50'  37",3p6;  and  fhe  was  found  to  be  lofing 
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>777-  on  mean  time,  at  the  rate  of  2",9i3  per  day.  From  this  rate 

, .-I'li  the  longitude  will  be  computed,  till  fome  other  opportunity 

offers  to  afeertain  her  rate  anew.  The  agronomical  clock, 
with  the  fame  length  of  pendulum  as  at  Greenwich,  was 
found  to  be  lofing  on  lidcreal  time  40", 239  per  day. 

It  will  not  be  amifs  to  mention,  that  the  longitude,  by  lu- 
nar obfervations,  as  above,  differs  only  6'  45"  from  what 
Mr.  Wales  made  it  during  my  laft  Voyage ; his  being  fo 
much  more  to  the  Weft,  or  174°  18'  30". 

The  latitude  of  Ship  Cove  is  410  6'  o",  as  found  by  Mr. 
Wales. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Mr.  Anderforis  Remarks  on  the  Country  near  Queers 
Charlotte's  Sound. — 'The  Soil. — Climate. — W ’eat her. — 
JVinds. — Trees — Plants. — Birds. — Fiji). — Other  Ani- 
mals.— Of  the  Inhabitants. — Dcfcription  of  their  Per - 
font. — Their  Drefs. — Ornaments. — Habitations. — Boats. 
— Food  and  Cookery. — Arts. — IVeapons. — Cruelty  to 
Prifoners. — Various  Cufloms. — Specimen  of  their  Lan- 
guage. 

THE  land  every  where  about  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound 
is  uncommonly  mountainous,  riling  immediately  from 
the  fea  into  large  hills  with  blunted  tops.  At  confidcrablc 
. diftanccs  are  valleys,  or  rather  impreflions  on  the  fides  of 
the  hills,  which  are  not  deep ; each  terminating  toward  the 
fea  in  a fmall  cove,  with  a pebbly  or  Tandy  beach;  behind 
which  are  fmall  flats,  where  the  natives  generally  build 
their  huts,  at  the  fame  time  hauling  their  canoes  upon  the 
beaches.  This  fituation  is  the  more  convenient,  as  in  every 
cove  a brook  of  very  fine  water  (in  which  are  fome  fmall 
trout)  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea. 

The  bafes  of  thefe  mountains,  at  lead  toward  the  fhore, 
arc  conflitutcd  of  a brittle,  yellowifh  fand-ftonc,  which  ac- 
quires a bluiflt  call,  where  the  fea  wadies  it.  It  runs,  at 
fome  places,  in  horizontal,  and,  at  other  places,  in  oblique 
Jrata-,  being  frequently  divided,  at  fmall  diftanccs,  by  thin 
Voi.  I.  U veins 
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veins  of  coarfc  quartz , which  commonly  follow  the  direction 
of  the  other;  though  they  fometimes  interfeft  it.  The 
mould,  or  foil,  which  covers  this,  is  alfo  of  a ycllowifh  call, 
not  unlike  marl ; and  is  commonly  from  a foot  to  two,  or 
more,  in  thicknefs. 

The  quality  of  this  foil  is  bed  indicated  by  the  luxuriant 
growth  of  its  productions.  For  the  hills  (except  a few  to- 
ward the  fea,  which  are  covered  with  fmaller  bullies)  are 
one  continued  foreft  of  lofty  trees,  flourilliing  with  a vigour 
almod  fuperior  to  any  thing  that  imagination  can  conceive, 
and  affording  an  augud  profpecl  to  thofc  who  are  delighted 
with  the  grand  and  beautiful  works  of  nature. 

The  agreeable  temperature  of  the  climate,  no  doubt,  con- 
tributes much  to  this  uncommon  ftrength  in  vegetation. 
For,  at  this  time,  though  anfwering  to  our  month  of  Au- 
gud, the  weather  was  never  difagreeably  warm;  nor  did  it 
raife  the  thermometer  higher  than  C6\  The  winter,  alfo, 
feems  equally  mild  with  refpedt  to  cold  : for  in  June  1773, 
which  correfponds  to  our  December,  the  mercury  never  fell 
lower  than  48°;  and  the  trees,  at  that  time,  retained  their 
verdure,  as  if  in  the  Summer  feafon ; fo  that,  I believe, 
their  foliage  is  never  Hied,  till  puflicd  ofF  by  the  fuccccding 
leaves  in  fpring. 

The  weather,  in  general,  is  good ; but  fometimes  windy, 
with  heavy  rain ; which,  however,  never  lalls  above  a day ; 
nor  docs  it  appear  that  it  is  ever  exceflive.  For  there  arc  no 
marks  of  torrents  rufhing  down  the  hills,  as  in  many  coun- 
tries ; and  the  brooks,  if  we  may  judge  from  their  chan- 
nels, feem  never  to  be  greatly  inctcaled.  I have  obferved. 
in  the  four  different  times  of  my  being  here,  that  the  w'inds 
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from  the  South  Eaftward  are  commonly  moderate,  but  at-  »777- 

J Fcbiuan 

tended  with  cloudy  weather,  or  rain.  The  South  Well  i . — 

winds  blow  very  ftrong,  and  are  alfo  attended  with  rain ; 
but  they  l'eldom  laft  long.  The  North  Weft  winds  arc  the 
moft  prevailing;  and  though  often  pretty  ftrong,  arc  al- 
moft  constantly  connected  with  fine  weather.  In  fliort, 
the  only  obftacle  to  this  being  one  of  the  fineft  countries 
upon  earth,  is  its  great  hillincfs ; which,  allowing  the  woods 
to  be  cleared  away,  would  leave  it  lefs  proper  for  paftttragc 
than  flat  land ; and  ftill  more  improper  for  cultivation, 
which  could  never  be  effected  here  by  the  plough. 

The  large  trees  which  cover  the  hills  arc  chiefly  of  two 
forts.  One  of  them,  of  the  fize  of  our  largcft  firs,  grows 
much  after  their  manner;  but  the. leaves,  and  fmall  ber- 
ries on  their  points,  are  much  liker  the  yew.  It  was 
this  which  fupplied  the  place  of  fpruce  in  making  beer ; 
which  we  did  with  a ftrong  deeotftion  of  its  leaves,  fer- 
mented with  treacle  or  fugar.  And  this  liquor,  when  well 
prepared,  was  acknowledged  to  be  little  inferior  to  the 
American  fpruce  beer,  by  thofe  who  had  experience  of  both. 

The  other  fort  of  tree  is  not  unlike  a maple;  and  grows 
often  to  a great  fize;  but  it  only  ferved  for  fuel,  as  the 
wood,  both  of  this  and  of  the  preceding,  was  found  to  be 
rather  too  heavy  for  mails,  yards,  and  other  fimilar  re- 
pairs. 

There  is  a greater  variety  of  trees  on  the  fmall  flat  fpots 
behind  the  beaches.  Amongft  thefe  are  two  that  bear  a 
kind  of  plum  of  the  fize  of  prunes;  the  one  yellow,  called 
karraca;  and  the  other  black,  called  maitao ; but  neither  of 
them  of  a very  agreeable  tafle ; though  the  natives  cat  both, 

.and  our  people  did  the  fame.  Thofe  of  the  firft  fort  grow 
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y'UJ'-  on  fin  all  trees,  always  facing  the  fca;  but  the  others  belong 
v — v — to  larger  trees  that  ftand  farther  within  the  wood,  and  which 
we  frequently  cut  down  for  fuel. 

A fpecics  of  Philadelphia  grows  on  the  eminences  which  jut 
out  into  the  fea  s and  alfo  a tree  bearing  flowers  almoll  like 
myrtle,  with  roundilh  fpotted  leaves  of  a difagrceable  fmell. 
We  drank  the  leaves  of  the  Philadelphia  as  tea ; and  found 
that  they  had  a pleafant  tafle  and  fmell,  and  might  make 
an  excellent  fubflitutc  for  the  oriental  fort  *. 

Among  other  plants  that  were  ufcful  to  us,  may  be 
reckoned  wild  celery,  which  grows  plentifully  in  almoft 
every  cove ; efpecially  if  the  natives  have  ever  refilled  there 
before;  and  one  that  we  ufed  to  call  feurvy-grafs,  though 
entirely  different  from  the  plant  to  which  we  give  that 
name.  This,  however,  is  far  preferable  to  ours  for  com- 
mon ufe;  and  may  be  known  by  its  jagged  leaves,  and  fmall 
clutters  of  white  flowers  on  the  top.  Both  forts  were  boiled 
every  morning,  with  wheat  ground  in  a mill,  and  with 
portable  foup,  for  the  people’s  breakfafl ; and  alfo  amongft 
their  peafe-foup,  for  dinner.  Sometimes  they  were  ufed  as 
failad,  or  drefled  as  greens.  In  all  which  ways  they  arc 
good;  and,  together  with  the  filh,  with  which  we  were  con- 
flantly  fupplied,  they  formed  a fort  of  refrefhmcnt,  perhaps 
little  inferior  to  what  is  to  be  met  with  in  places  moll  noted 
by  navigators  for  plentiful  fupplies  of  animal  and  vegetable 
food. 

Amongft  the  known  kinds  of  plants  met  with  here,  are 
common  and  rough  bindweed ; night-lhade  and  nettles,  both 

• See  a reprefentation  of  this,  Platt  N®  XX U.  in  Captain  Cesi't  Jacunt  of  bit 
Stand  Vyafti  Vol.  i.  p.  ICO. 
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which  grow  to  the  fize  of  fmall  trees;  a Ihrubby  fpecdwclt,  j.1’"'. 

found  near  all  the  beaches;  fow-thiflles,  virgin's  bower,  > . — _ 

vanelloe,  French  willow,  euphorbia,  and  crane’s-bill:  alfo 
cudweed,  ruflics,  bull-rufhcs,  flax,  all-heal,  American  night- 
Ihade,  knot-grafs,  brambles,  eye-bright,  and  groundfel;  but 
the  fpcc'us  of  each  are  different  from  any  we  have  in  Europe. 

There  is  alfo  polypody,  fpleenwort,  and  about  twenty  other 
different  forts  of  ferns,  entirely  peculiar  to  the  place;  with 
feveral  forts  of  mofles,  either  rare,  or  produced  only  here; 
hefidcs  a great  number  of  other  plants,  whofc  ufes  are  not 
yet  known,  and  fubjects  fit  only  for  botanical  books. 

Of  thefe,  however,  there  is  one  which  deferves  particular 
notice  here,  as  tlte  natives  make  their  garments  of  it,  and 
it  produces  a fine  liiky  flax,  fuperior  in  appearance  to  any 
thing  we  have;  and  probably,  at  leaf!,  as  flrong.  It  grows 
every  where  near  the  fca,  and  in  fome  places  a confiderable 
■way  up  the  hills,  in  bunches  or  tufts,  with  fedge-like  leaves, 
bearing,  on  a long  ftalk,  yellowifli  flowers,  which  are  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a long  roundilh  pod,  filled  with  very  thin  fhining 
black  feeds.  A fpccies  of  long  pepper  is  found  in  great 
plenty;  but  it  has  little  of  the  aromatic  flavour  that  makes 
fpiccs  valuable ; and  a tree  much  like  a palm  at  a diflance, 
is  pretty  frequent  in  the  woods,  though  the  deceit  appears 
as  you  come  near  it.  It  is  remarkable  that,  as  ihe  grcatcfl 
part  of  the  trees  and  plants  had,  at  this  time,  loll  their 
flowers,  we  perceived  they  were  generally  of  the  berry- 
beating  kind;  of  which,  and  other  feeds,  1 brought  away 
about  thirty  different  forts.  Of  thefe,  one  in  pitticular, 
which  bears  a red  berry,  is  much  like  the  fupple-jack,  and 
grows  about  the  trees,  firetching  from  one  to  another,  in 
futh  a manner  as  to  render  the  woods  almofl  wholly  im- 
pailable. 
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'777-  The  birds,  of  which  there  is  a tolerable  flock,  as  well  as 

> < the  vegetable  productions,  are  almoft  entirely  peculiar  to 

the  place.  And  though  it  be  difficult  to  follow  them,  on  . 
account  of  the  quantity  of  underwood,  and  the  climbing 
plants,  that  render  travelling,  for  pleafurc  alone,  uncom- 
monly fatiguing,  yet  a perfon,  by  remaining  in  one  place, 
may  fhoot  as  many  in  a day  as  would  ferve  fix  or  eight 
others.  The  principal  forts  are,  large  brown  parrots,  with 
white  or  greyilh  heads;  green  parroquets,  with  red  fore- 
heads; large  wood  pigeons,  brown  above,  with  white  bel- 
lies, the  reft  green,  and  the  bill  anil  feet  red.  Two  forts  of 
• cuckoos,  one  as  large  as  our  common  fort,  of  a brown  co- 

lour, variegated  with  black;  the  other  not  larger  than  a 
fparrow,  of  a fplendid  green  call  above,  and  elegantly  va- 
ried with  waves  of  golden,  green,  brown,  and  white  colours 
below.  Eoth  thefe  are  fcarce ; but  feveral  others  arc  in 
. greater  plenty ; one  of  which,  of  a black  colour,  with  a 
greenifli  call,  is  remarkable  for  having  a tuft  of  white  curled 
feathers  hanging  under  the  throat,  and  was  called  the  Poy 
bird  * by  our  people.  Another  fort,  rather  fmaller,  is  black, 
with  a brown  back  and  wings,  and  two  fmall  gills  under 
the  root  of  the  bill.  This  we  called  the  fmall  wattle  bird, 
to  diflinguifli  it  from  another,  which  we  called  the  large 
one,  of  the  fizc  of  a common  pigeon,  with  two  large  yellow 
and  purple  membranes  alfo,  at  the  root  of  the  bill.  It  is 
black,  or  rather  blue,  and  has  no  refcmblance  of  the  other 
but  in  name;  for  the  bill  is  thick,  fliort,  and  crooked,  and 
has  altogether  an  uncommon  appearance.  A grofs-beak, 
about  the  fizc  of  a thrulh,  of  a brown  colour,  with  a red- 
dilh  tail,  is  frequent ; as  is  alfo  a fmall  g'rccnifh  bird,  which 

• See  a drawing  of  this  bird,  Platt  N#  LII.  rn  Captain  Cock's  Account  0/  bis  Second 
'Voyage*  Vol.  i.  p.  97.  It  had  this  name  from  its  tuft  of  feathers,  refembling  the  while 
iHotvm  ufed  as  ornaments  in  the  cars  at  Ouihcite,  and  called  there  foowa. 
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is  almoft  the  only  mufical  one  here,  but  is  fufficient  by  itfelf  „ '?77- 

. Feli.'uary. 

to  fill  the  woods  with  a melody,  that  is  not  only  fweet,  buc  v ' 

fo  varied,  that  one  would  imagine  he  was  furrounded  by  a 
hundred  different  forts  of  birds,  when  the  little  warbler  is 
near.  From  this  circumftance  we  named  it  the  mocking 
bird.  There  arc  likewife  three  or  four  forts  of  fmaller 
birds ; one  of  which,  in  figure  and  tamenefs,  exactly  re- 
fembles  our  robin,  but  is  black  where  that  is  brown,  and 
white  where  that  is  red.  Another  differs  but  little  from  this* 
except  in  being  fmaller  j and  a third  fort  has  a long  tail, 
which  it  expands  as  a fan  on  coming  near,  and  makes  a 
chirping  noilc  when  it  perches.  King-fifhers  are  feen, 
though  rare,  and  are  about  the  fize  of  our  Englifii  ones, 
but  with  an  inferior  plumage. 

About  the  rocks  are  feen  black  fea-pics  with  red  bills ; and 
crclled  fliags  of  a leaden  colour,  with  fmall  black  fpots  on 
the  wings  and  Ihouldcrs,  and  the  reft  of  the  upper  part,’  of 
a velvet  black  tinged  with  green.  We  frequently  fiiot  both 
thefe,  and  alfo  a more  common  fort  of  fliags,  black  above 
and  white  underneath,  that  build  their  nclls  upon  trees,  on 
which  fometimes  a dozen  or  more  fit  at  once.  There  are 
alfo,  about  the  fliorc,  a few  fca-gulls;  fome  blue  herons; 
and  fomeiimcs,  though  very  rarely,  wild  ducks;  a fmall  fandy 
coloured  plover,  and  fome  fund  larks.  And  fmall  penguins 
black  above,  with  a white  belly,  as  well  as  numbers  of 
little  black  divers,  fwim  often  about  the  Sound.  Wc  like- 
wil’e  killed  two  or  three  rails  of  a brown  or  ycllowifli  co- 
lour, variegated  With  black,  which  feed  about  the  ftnail 
brooks,  and  are  nearly  as  large  as  a common  fowl.  No 
oilier  fort  of  game  was  feen,  except  a (ingle  (hi pc,  which  was 
fhot,  and  differs  but  little  from  that  of  Europe. 
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February  The  principal  fifh  wc  caught  by  the  Seine  were  mullets 
c. — r—>  and  elephant  filli,  with  a few  foies  and  flounders  ; but  thofe 
that  the  natives  moftly  fupplied  us  with,  were  a fort  of  fea- 
bream  of  a filvcr  colour  with  a black  fpot  on  the  neck, 
large  Conger  cels,  and  a fifh  in  fhape  much  like  the  bream, 
but  fo  large  as  to  weigh  five,  fix,  or  feven  pounds.  It  is 
blackifli  with  thick  lips,  and  called  Mogge  by  the  natives. 
With  hook  and  line  we  caught  chiefly  a blackifli  fifh  of  the 
fize  of  a haddock,  called  cole-fifli  by  the  feamen,  but  differ- 
ing much  from  that  known  by  the  fame  name  in  Europe ; 
and  another  of  the  fame  fize,  of  a reddifh  colour  with  a little 
beard,  which  we  called  night  walkers,  from  the  greateft 
number  being  caught  in  the  night.  Sometimes  wc  got  a 
fort  of  fmall  lalmon,  gurnards,  ficate,  and  nurfes;  and  the 
natives,  now  and  then,  brought  hake,  paracutas,  a fmall  fort 
of  mackerel,  parrot-fifh,  and  leather  jackets;  beftdes  another 
fifh  which  is  very  rare,  fhaped  altnofl  like  a dolphin,  of  a 
black  colour,  with  flrong  bony  jaws,  and  the  back-fin,  as 
well  as  thofe  oppofite  to  it,  much  lengthened  at  the  end. 
All  thefe  forts,  except  the  lafl,  which  we  did  not  try,  are  ex- 
cellent to  eat ; but  the  Mogge,  fmall  falmon,  and  cole-fifh 
arc  fuperior  to  the  reft. 

The  rocks  arc  abundantly  furniflied  with  great  quantities 
• of  excellent  mufclcs  ; one  fort  of  which,  that  is  not  very 
common,  nicafttres  above  a foot  in  length.  There  are  alfo 
cockles  buried  in  the  fand  of  the  fmall  beaches;  and  in  feme 
places  oyllers,  which,  though  very  fmall,  are  well  tailed. 
Of  other  fhell-fiih  there  are  ten  or  twelve  forts,  l'uch  as  peri* 
y/incklcs,  wilks,  limpets,  and  fomc  very  beautiful  fea-ears; 
alfo  another  fort  which  flick  to  the  weeds;  with  fome  other 
.things,  as  fca-eggs,  ftar-filh,  &c.  feveral  of  which  are  pe- 
culiar 
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culiar  to  the  place.  The  natives  likewife  foraetimes  brought 
us  very  fine  cray-fifh,  equal  to  our  largeft  Iobfters,  and  cuttle 
fifli,  which  they  eat  themfelves. 

Infedls  are  very  rare.  Of  thefe,  we  only  faw  two  forts 
of  dragon-flies,  fome  butterflies,  fmall  grafhoppers,  feveral 
forts  of  fpiders,  fome  fmall  black  ants,  and  vaft  numbers 
of  fcorpion  flies,  with  whofe  chirping  the  woods  refound. 
The  only  noxious  one  is  the  fand-fly,  very  numerous  here, 
and  almoft  as  troublefome  as  the  mufquitoe ; for  we  found 
no  reptile  here,  except  two  or  three  forts  of  fmall  harmlefs 
lizards  *. 

It  is  remarkable,  that,  in  this  cxtenfivc  land,  there  fhould 
not  even  be  the  traces  of  any  quadruped,  only  excepting  a 
few  rats,  and  a fort  of  fox-dog,  which  is  a domeftic  animal 
with  the  natives. 

Neither  is  there  any  mineral  worth  notice,  but  a green 
jafper  or  ferpent-ftone,  of  which  the  New  Zealanders  make 
their  tools  and  ornaments.  This  is  cftcemed  a precious  ar- 
ticle by  them ; and  they  have  fome  fuperflitious  notions 
about  the  method  of  its  generation,  which  we  could  not 
pcrfeiftly  underfland.  It  is  plain,  however,  that  wherever 
it  may  be  found  (which,  they  fay,  is  in  the  channel  of  a large  . 
river  far  to  the  Southward),  it  is  difpofed  in  the  earth  in  thin 
layers,  or,  perhaps,  in  detached  pieces,  like  our  flints ; for 
the  edges  of  thofe  pieces,  which  have  not  been  cut,  are  co- 
vered with  a whitilh  cruft  like  thefe.  A piece  of  this  fort 
was  purchafed,  about  eighteen  inches  long,  a foot  broad, 
and  near  two  inches  thick  -,  which  yet  feemed  to  be  only 
the  fragment  of  a larger  piece. 

* In  a feparatc  memorandum-book,  Mr.  Anderfon  mentions  the  monftrous  ani- 
mal of  the  lizard  kind,  deferibed  by  the  two  boys  after  they  left  the  ifland, 
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The  natives  do  not  exceed  the  common  flature  of  Euro- 
peans; and,  in  general,  are  not  fo  well  made,  efpecially 
about  the  limbs.  This  is,  perhaps,  the  effedt  of  fitting,  for 
the  moll  part,  on  their  hams;  and  of  being  confined,  by  the 
.hilly  difpofition  of  the  country,  from  ufing  that  fort  of  cx- 
ercife  which  contributes  to  render  the  body  ftraiglit  and 
well-proportioned.  There  arc,  however,  feveral  exceptions 
to  this ; and  fome  arc  remarkable  for  their  large  bones  and 
mufcles  ; but  few  that  I have  feen  are  corpulent. 

Their  colour  is  of  different  calls,  from  a pretty  dbep  black.to- 
a ycllowilh  or  olive  tinge;  and  their  features  alfo  are  various, 
fome  refembling  Europeans.  But,  in  general,  their  faces  are- 
round,  with  their  lips  full,  and  alfo  their  nofes  toward  the 
point ; though  the  firfl  are  not  uncommonly  thick,  nor  the 
laft  flat.  I do  not,  however,  recolledt  to  have  feen  an  in- 
fiancc  of  the  true  aquiline  nofe  amongll  them.  Their  teeth 
are  commonly  broad,  white,  and'  well  let ; and  their  eyes 
large,  with  a very  free  motion,  which  feems  the  effedtof 
habit.  Their  hair  is  black,  draight,  and  ffrong,  commonly 
cut  Ihort  on  the  hind  part,  with  the  red  tied  oh  the  crown 
of  the  head  : but  fome  have  it  of  a curling  difpofition,  or 
of  a brown  colour.  In  the  young,  the  countenance  is  ge- 
nerally free  or  open  ; but  in  many  of  the  men  it  has  a fe- 
rious  cad,  and  fometimes  a fullcnnefs  or  referve,  efpccially 
if  they  are  flrangers.  The  women  are,  in  general,  fmaller 
than  the  men  ; but  have  few  peculiar  graces,  either  in  form 
or  features,  to  diflinguiili  them. 

The  d refs  of  both  fexes  is  alike ; and  confills  of  an  oblong- 
garment  about  five  feet  long,  and  four  broad,  made  from 
the  filky  (lax  already  mentioned.  This  feems  to  be  their 
mod  material  and  complex  manufacture,  which  is  executed 
4 by 
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“by  knotting;  and  their  work  is  often  Ornamented  with  F c'^'y 
pieces  of  dog-Ikin,  or  chequered  at  the  corners.  They  v — -v — • 
bring  two  corners  of  this  garment  over  the  Ihoulders,  and 
fallen  it  on  the  bread  with  the  other  part,  which  covers  the 
body;  and  about  the  belly,  it  is  again  tied  with  a girdle 
made  of  mat.  Sometimes  they  cover  it  with  large  feathers 
of  birds  (whch  feem  to  be  wrought  into  the  piece  of  cloth 
when  it  is  made),  or  with  dog-fkia ; and  that  alone  we 
have  fecn  worn  as  a covering.  Over  this  garment  many  of 
them  wear  mats,  which  reach  from  the  Ihoulders  to  near 
the  heels.  But  the  mod  common  outer-covering  is  a quan- 
tity of  the  above  fedgy  plant,  badly  drefled,  which  they 
fallen  on  a firing  to  a conftderablc  length,  and,  throwing  it 
about  the  Ihoulders,  let  it  fall  down  on  all  fides,  as  far  as 
the  middle  of  the  thighs.  When  they  fit  down  with  this  upon 
them,  either  in  their  boats,  or  upon  the  fliorc,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  difiinguilh  them  from  large  grey  Hones,  if  their 
black  heads,  proje&ing  beyond  their  coverings,  did  not  en- 
gage one  to  a ftriCtcr  examination. 

By  way  of  ornament,  they  fix  in  their  heads  feathers,  dr 
combs  of  bone,  or  wood,  adorned  with  pearl  Ihell,  or  the 
thin  inner  Ikin  of  fome  leaf.  And  in  the  ears,  both  of 
men  and  women,  which  are  pierced,  or  rather  flit,  are 
hung  fmall  pieces  of  jafper,  bits  of  cloth,  or  beads  when 
they  can  get  them.  A few  alfo  have  the  feptum  of  the  nofe 
bored  in  its  lower  part;  but  no  ornament  was  worn  there  that 
we  faw ; though  one  man  pafied  a twig  through  it,  to  Ihcw 
us  that  it  was  fometimes  ufed  for  that  purpofe.  They  wear 
long  beards,  but  are  fond  of  having  them  Ihaved. 

• • .»  i .. 

Some  are  punctured  or  fiained  in  the  face  with  curious 
fpiral  and  other  figures,  of  a black  or  deep  blue  colour; 
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_ <777.  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  this  be  ornamental,  or  intended 

February. 

' — » as  a mark  of  particular  dittin&ion ; and  the  women,  who 

are  marked  fo,  have  the  puncture  only  on  their  lips,  or  a 
fmall  fpot  on  their  chins.  Both  fexes  often  befmear  their 
faces  and  heads  with  a red  paint,  which  feems  to  be  a 
martial  ochre  mixed  with  greafe  ; and  the  women  fome- 
times  wear  necklaces  of  lhark’s  teeth,  or  bunches  of  long 
beads,  which  feem  to  be  made  of  the  leg-bones  of  fmall 
birds,  or  a particular  fhell.  A few  alfo  have  fmall  trian- 
gular aprons  adorned  with  the  feathers  of  parrots,  or  bits 
of  pearl  fliells,  furnilhed  with  a double  or  treble  fet  of 
cords  to  fallen  them  about  the  waift.  I have  fometimes 
feen  caps  or  bonnets  made  of  the  feathers  of  birds,  which, 
may  be  reckoned  as  ornaments ; for  it  is  not  their  cuftom 
to  wear  any  covering<on  their  heads. 

They  live  in  the  fmall  coves  formerly  deferibed,  in  com- 
panies of  forty  or  fifty,  or  more  j and  fometimes  in  fingle 
families,  building  their  huts  contiguous  to  each  other; 
which,  in  general,  are  mifcrable  lodging-places.  The  bed 
1 ever  faw  was  about  thirty  feet  long,  fifteen  broad,  and  fix 
high,  built  exactly  in  the  manner  of  one  of  our  country 
barns.  The  infide  was  both  ftrong  and  regularly  made  of 
fupporters  at  the  fides,  alternately  large  and  fmall,  well 
fattened  by  means  of  withes,  and  painted  red  and  black. 
The  ridge  pole  was  ttrong;  and  the  large  bull  rulhes, 
which  compofed  the  inner  part  of  the  thatching,  were  laid 
with  great  exaftnefs  parallel  to  each  other.  At  one  end 
was  a fmall  fquare  hole,  which  ferved  as  a door  to  creep  in 
at ; and  near  it  another  much  fmaller,  feemingly  for  letting 
out  the  fmoke,  as  no  other  vent  for  it  could  be  feen.  This, 
however,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  one  of  the  bell,  and  the 
refidence  of  fome  principal  perfon  ; for  the  greateft  part  of 
3 them 
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them  are  not  half  the  above  fize,  and  feldom  exceed  four  '777- 

February. 

feet  in  height ; being,  bcfidcs,  indifferently  built,  though  t — 
proof  againlt  wind  and  rain. 

No  other  furniture  is  to  be  feen  in  them,  than  a few  fmall 
balkets  or  bags,  in  which  they  put  their  filhing-hooks,  and 
other  trifles ; and  they  fit  down  in  the  middle  round  a fmall 
fire,  where  they  alfo  probably  fleep,  without  any  other  co- 
vering than  what  they  wear  in  the  day,  or  perhaps  without 
that ; as  fuch  confined  places  muil  be  very  warm,  though 
inhabited  but  by  a few  perfons. 

They  live  chiefly  by  filhing,  making  ufe  either  of  nets  of 
different  kinds,  or  of  wooden  fifh-hooks  pointed  with  bone ; 
but  fo  oddly  made,  that  a ftranger  is  at  a lofs  to  know  how 
they  can  anfwer  fuch  a purpofe.  It  alfo  appears,  that  they 
remove  their  habitations  from  one  place  to  another  when 
the  fi£h  grow  fcarcc,  or  for  fome  other  reafon  ; for  we  found 
houfes  now  built  in  feveral  parts,  where  there  had  been 
none  when  we  were  here  during  our  laft  voyage,  and  even 
thele  have  been  already  deferted. 

Their  boats  are  well  built,  of  planks  raifed  upon  each 
other,  and  fattened  with  ftrong  withes,  which  alfo  bind  a 
long  narrow  piece  on  the  outfidc  of  the  fcams  to  prevent 
their  leaking.  Some  are  fifty  feet  long,  and  fo  broad  as  to 
be  able  to  fail  without  an  outrigger ; but  the  fmaller  fort 
commonly  have  one;  and  they  often  fatten  two  together  by 
rafters,  which  we  then  call  a double  canoe.  1 hey  carry 
from  five  to  thirty  men  or  more;  and  have  often  a large' 
head  ingenioufly  carved,  and  painted  with  a figure  at  the 
point,  which  feems  intended  to  reprefent  a man,  with  his 
features  diftorted  by  rage.  Their  paddles  arc  about  four 
or  five  feet  long,  narrow,  and  pointed  ; with  which,  when 

they 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  TO 


f'?77-  they  keep  time,  the  boat  is  puflied  along  pretty  fwiftly. 
v — Their  fail,  which  is  fcldom  ufed,  is  made  of  a mat  of  a 
triangular  fliape,  having  the  broadeft  part  above. 

The  only  method  of  diefling  their  fifli,  is  by  roafting,  or 
rather  baking;  for  they  are  inrirely  ignorant  of  the  art  of  boil- 
ing. In  the  fame  manner  they  drefs  the  root,  and  part  of 
the  ftalk,  of  the  large  fern-tree,  in  a gieat  hole  dug  for  that 
purpofe,  which  ferves  as  an  oven.  After  which  they  fplit 
it,  and  find,  within,  a fine  gelatinous  fubflance,  like  boiled 
fago  powder,  but  firmer.  They  alfo  ufc  another  fmaller 
fern  root,  which  feems  to  be  their  fubftitute  for  bread,  as  it 
is  dried  and  carried  about  with  them,  together  with  dried 
fifti  in  great  quantities,  when  they  remove  their  families, 
or  go  far  from  home.  This  they  beat  with  a flick  till  it 
becomes  pretty  foft,  when  they  chew  it  fuflicicntly,  and 
fpit  out  the  hard  fibrous  part,  the  other  having  a fweetifli 
mealy  taftc  not  at  all  difagreeable. 

When  they  dare  not  venture  to  fea,  or  perhaps  from 
choice,  they  fupply  the  place  of  other  fifli  with  mufclcs  and 
fea-ears;  great  quantities  of  the  fliells  of  which  lie  in 
heaps  near  their  houfes.  And  they  fometimes,  though 
rarely,  find  means  to  kill  rails,  penguins,  and  flings,  which 
help  to  vary  their  diet.  They  alfo  breed  confidcrable  num- 
bers of  the  dogs,  mentioned  before,  for  food ; but  thefe 
cannot  be  confidcred  as  a principal  article  of  diet.  From 
whence  we  may  conclude,  that,  as  there  is  not  the  lead 
fign  of  cultivation  of  land,  they  depend  principally  for  their 
fubfiflence  on  the  fea,  which,  indeed,  is  very  bountiful  in 
.its  fupply. 

Their  method  of  feeding  corrcfponds  with  the  naflinefs 
of  their  peribiis,  which  oncii  finch  difagreeably  from  the 
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quantity  of  greafe  about  them,  and  their  clothes  never  be- 

ing  wafhed.  We  have  feen  them  eat  the  vermin,  with  v — , — _i 

which  their  heads  are  fufliciently  flocked. 

They  alfo  ufed  to  devour,  with  the  greateft  cagernefs, 
large  quantities  of  ftinking  train  oil,  and'  blubber  of  feals, 
which  we  were  melting  at  the  tent,  and  had  kept  near  two 
months ; and,  on  board  the  Ihips,  .they  were  not  fatisfied 
with  emptying  the  lamps,  but  actually  fwallowed  the  cotton, 
and  fragrant  wick,  with  equal  voracity.  It  is  worthy  of  no- 
tice, that  though  the  inhabitants  of  Van  Diemen’s  land  ap- 
pear to  have  but  a fcanty  fubfiftcncc,  they  would  not  even 
tafte  our  bread,  though  they  faw  us  eat  it ; whereas  thefe 
people  devoured  it  greedily,  when  both  mouldy  and  rotterr. 

But  this  mult  not  be  imputed  to  any  defetfl:  in  their  fenfa- 
tions ; for  I have  obferved  them  throw  away  things  which 
we  eat,  with  evident  difgufl,  after  only  fmelling  to  them. 

They  fhew  as  much  ingenuity,  both  in  invention  and 
execution,  as  any  uncivilized  nations  under  fimilar  cir- 
cumftances.  For,  without  the  ufe  of  any  metal  tools, 
they  make  every  thing  by  which  they  procure  their  fubfi li- 
enee, clothing,  and  warlike  weapons,  with  a degree  of 
ncatncTs,  ftrength,  and  convenience  for  accomplilhing  their 
feveral  purpofes.  Their  chief  mechanical  tool  is  formed 
exaiftly  after  the  manner  of  our  adzes ; and  is  made,  as  are 
alfo  the  chill'd  and  goudge,  of  the  green  ferpent-flone  or 
jafper,  already  mentioned ; though  fometimes  they  are  com- 
pofed  of  a black,  fmooth,  and  very  folid  flone.  But  their 
matter-piece  feems  to  be  carving,  which  is  found  upon  the 
moft  trifling  things ; and,  in  particular,  the  heads  of  their 
canoes  are  fometimes  ornamented  with  it  in  fuch  a manner,, 
as  not  only  Ihcws  much  defign,  but  is  alfo  an  example  of 
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vlUl'  t^ie‘r  great  labour  and  patience  in  execution.  Their  cordage 
-—v— Li  for  fifliing-lines  is  equal,  in  ftrength  and  evennefs,  to  that 
made  by  us  ; and  their  nets  not  at  all  inferior.  But  what 
mult  coft  them  more  labour  than  any  other  article,  is  the 
making  the  tools  we  have  mentioned  ; for  the  done  is  ex- 
ceedingly hard,  and  the  only  method  of  fafhioning  it,  we 
can  guefs  at,  is  by  rubbing  one  done  upon  another,  which 
can  have  but  a flow  effect.  Their  fubftitute  for  a knife  is 
a fhell,  a bit  of  flint,  or  jafper.  And,  as  an  auger,  to  bore 
holes,  they  fix  a fliark’s  tooth  in  the  end  of  a fmall  piece  of 
wood.  It  is  true,  they  have  a fmall  faw  made  of  fome  jag- 
ged filhes  teeth,  fixed  on  the  convex  edge  of  a piece  of  wood 
nicely  carved.  But  this,  they  fay,  is  only  ufed  to  cut  up 
the  bodies  of  their  enemies  whom  they  kill  in  battle. 

No  people  can  have  a quicker  fenfe  of  an  injury  done  to 
them,  and  none  are  more  ready  to  refent  it.  But,  at  the  fame 
time,  they  will  take  an  opportunity  of  being  infolent  when 
they  think  there  is  no  danger  of  puniihmcnt  •,  which  is  fo 
contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  genuine  bravery,  that,  perhaps, 
their  eagernefs  to  refent  injuries  is  to  be  looked  upon  rather 
as  an  effedt  of  a furious  difpofition  than  of  great  courage. 
They  alfo  appear  to  be  of  a fufpicious  or  miftruflful  temper 
(which,  however,  may  rather  be  acquired  than  natural),  for 
flrangers  never  came  to  our  lhips  immediately,  but  lay  in 
their  boats  at  a fmall  diflance,  either  to  obferve  our  motions, 
or  confult  whether  or  no  they  fhould  rilk  their  fafety  with 
VS.  To  this  they  join  a great  degree  of  dilhonefty;  for 
they  deal  every  thing  they  can  lay  their  hands  on,  if  there 
be  the  Icaft  hope  of  not  being  detedbed ; and,  in  trading,  I 
have  little  doubt  but  they  would  take  advantages,  if  they 
thought  it  could  be  done  with  fafety ; as  they  not  only  refufe 

to 
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to  trail  a thing  in  one’s  hand  for  examination,  but  exult  if 
they  think  they  have  tricked  you  in  the  bargain. 


■77T- 

February. 


Such  conduct,  however,  is,  in  fome  mcafurc,  to  be  ex- 
pected where  there  appears  to  be  but  little  fubordination, 
and  confequently  few,  if  any,  laws,  to  punifh  tranfgreflions. 
For  no  man’s  authority  feems  to  extend  farther  than  his 
own  family ; and  when,  at  any  time,  they  join  for  mutual 
defence,  or  any  other  purpofc,  thofe  amongft  them  who 
arc  eminent  for  courage  or  prudence,  are  directors.  How 
their  private  quarrels  arc  terminated  is  uncertain  ; but,  in 
the  few  we  faw,  which  were  of  little  confequence,  the 
parties  concerned  were  clamorous  and  diforderly. 

Their  public  contentions  are  frequent,  or  rather  perpetual; 
for  it  appears,  from  their  number  of  weapons,  and  dexterity 
in  ufing  them,  that  war  is  their  principal  profeflion.  Thefe 
weapons  are  fpears,  patoos  and  halberts,  or  fometimes 
ftones.  The  firft  are  made  of  hard  wood  pointed,  of  differ- 
ent lengths,  from  five,  to  twenty,  or  even  thirty  feet  long. 
The  fhort  ones  are  ufed  for  throwing  as  darts.  The  patoo  or 
emeete  is  of  an  elliptical  fhape,  about  eighteen  inches  long, 
with  a handle  made  of  wood,  flonc,  the  bone  of  fome  fca 
animal,  or  green  jafper,  and  feems  to  be  their  principal 
dependence  in  battle.  The  halbert,  or  long  club,  is  about 
five  or  fix  feet  long,  tapering  at  one  end  with  a carved  head, 
and  at  the  other,  broad  or  flat,  with  fliarp  edges. 

Before  they  begin  the  onfet,  they  join  in  a war-fong,  to 
which  they  all  keep  the  exaCteft  time,  and  foon  raife  their 
paflion  to  a degree  of  frantic  fury,  attended  with  the  mod 
horrid  diftortion  of  their  eyes,  mouths,  and  tongues,  to 
ftrike  terror  into  their  enemies ; which,  to  thofe  who  have 
not  been  accuilomed  to  fuch  a praflice,  makes  them  ap- 
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1777.  pear  more  like  demons  than  men,  and  would  almoft  chill 

February.  * • 

« ' the  boldell  with  fear.  To  this  fucceeds  a circumtlancc,  al- 

moft foretold  in  their  fierce  demeanor,  horrid,  cruel,  and 
difgraccful  to  human  nature;  which  is,  cutting  in  pieces, 
even  before  being  perfectly  dead,  the  bodies  of  their  ene- 
mies, and,  after  dreiling  them  on  a fire,  devouring  the 
flcfli,  not  only  without  reluctance,  but  with  peculiar  fatif- 
fatfkion. 

One  might  be  apt  to  fuppofe,  that  people,  capable  of 
fuch  exccfs  of  cruelty,  mull  be  deftitute  of  every  humane 
feeling,  even  amongft  their  own  party.  And  yet  we  find 
them  lamenting  the  lofs  of  their  friends,  with  a violence 
of  expreflion  which  argues  the  mod  tender  remembrance  of 
them.  For  both  men  and  women,  upon  the  death  of  thofe 
connctfled  with  them,  whether  in  battle  or  otherwife,  be- 
wail them  with  the  moft  doleful  cries ; at  the  fame  time 
cutting  their  foreheads  and  cheeks,  with  Hiclls  or  pieces 
of  flint,  in  large  gafhes,  until  the  blood  flows  plentifully  and 
mixes  with  their  tears.  They  alfo  carve  pieces  of  their 
green  ftone,  rudely  fhaped,  as  human  figures,  which  they 
ornament  with  bright  eyes  of  pearl-ihell,  and  hang 
them  about  their  necks,  as  memorials  of  thofe  whom  they 
held  moft  dear;  and  their  affetflions  of  this  kind  are  fo 
flrong,  that  they  even  perform  the  ceremony  of  cutting, 
and  lamenting  for  joy,  at  the  return  of  any  of  their  friends, 
who  have  been  abfent  but  for  a fliort  time. 

The  children  are  initiated,  at  a very  early  age,  into  all 
the  practices,  good  or  bad,  of  their  fathers ; fo  that  you  find 
a boy  or  girl,  nine  or  ten  years  old,  able  to  perform  all  the 
motioils,  and  to  imitate  the  frightful  geftures,  by  which  the 
more  aged  ufe  to  infpire  their  enemies  with  terror,  keeping 
8 * the 
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the  ftridleft  time  in  their  fong.  They  likewife  fing,  with 

fome  degree  of  melody,  the  traditions  of  their  forefathers,  v — *—t 

their  adtions  in  war,  and  other  indifferent  fubjcdls ; of  all 

•which  they  are  immoderately  fond,  and  fpend  much  of 

their  time,  in  thefe  amufements,  and  in  playing  on  a l'ort  of 

flute. 

Their  language  is  far  from  being  harfh  or  difagrecable, 
though  the  pronunciation  is  frequently  guttural;  and  what- 
ever qualities  are  requifite  in  any  other  language  to  make 
it  mufical,  certainly  obtain  to  a confiderable  degree  here, 
if  we  may  judge  from  the  melody  of  fome  forts  of  their 
fongs.  It  is  alfo  fufficiently  comprehenfive,  though,  in 
many  refpedls,  deficient,  if  compared  with  our  European 
languages,  which  owe  their  perfedtion  to  long  improve- 
ment. But  a fmall  fpecimcn  is  here  fubjoined,  from  which 
fome  judgment  may  be  formed.  I collcdlcd  a great  many 
of  their  words,  both  now  and  in  the  courfe  of  our  former 
voyage  ; and  being  equally  attentive,  in  my  inquiries,  about 
the  languages  of  the  other  illands  throughout  the  South 
Sea,  I have  the  ampleft  proof  of  their  wonderful  agreement, 
or  rather  identity.  This  general  obfervation  has,  indeed, 
been  already  made  in  the  accounts  of  the  former  voyages  *. 

I fliall  be  enabled,  however,  to  confirm  and  ftrengthen  it, 
by  a frelh  lift  of  words,  fcledtcd  from  a large  vocabulary 
in  my  poflcfllon ; and  by  placing,  in  the  oppofite  column, 
the  correfyonding  words  as  ufed  at  Otaheite,  the  curious 
reader  will,  at  one  view,  be  furniflied  with  fufftcient  mate- 
rials for  judging  by  what  fubordinate  changes  the  difference 
of  dialedl  has  been  effedted. 

• Set  Hawkcfworth’s  Collection,  Vol.  iii.  p.  474,  475.  and  Captain  Cook's 
Voyage,  Vo),  ii.  p.  364. 
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Englifh.  New  Zealand. 


Water, 

Ewy, 

A tail  of  a dog, 

Wyeroo, 

Death,  dead. 

Kaoo,  matte, 

Tofij, 

Ererre, 

A houfe. 

Ewharre, 

Tojleep, 

Moca, 

A f/b-hook. 

Makoee, 

Shut, 

Opanee, 

A bed. 

Moenga, 

A butterfly. 

Epaipe, 

To  chew,  or  eat, 

Hekaee, 

Cold, 

Makkareede, 

To-day, 

Agooanai, 

The  band. 

Reenga, 

Large, 

Keeerahoi, 

Red, 

Whairo, 

We, 

Taooa, 

Where  it  it  T 

Kahaia, 

A flone. 

Powhy, 

A man, 

Tangata, 

Black , 

Purra,  purra 

White, 

Ema, 

To  rcfldc,  or  dwell. 

Nohoanna, 

Out,  not  within. 

Woho, 

Male  kind  (of  any  animal),  Toa, 

Female, 

Eoowha, 

A Jhark, 

Mango, 

To  underfland. 

Gectaia, 

Forgot, 

Warre, 

Ttflerday , 

Taeninnalioi, 

One, 

Tahaee, 

Otabeite. 

Evy. 

Ero. 

Matte,  roa. 

Eraire. 

Ewharre. 

Moe. 

Matou. 

Opanee. 

Moera. 

Pcpe. 

Ey. 

Mareede. 

Aooanai. 

Ereema. 

Erahoi. 

Oora,  oora. 

Taooa.  . 

Tehaia. 

Owhy. 

Taata. 

Ere,  ere. 
Ooama. 
Nohonoa. 
Woho. 

Etoa. 

Eooha. 

Mao. 

Eetea. 

Ooaro. 

Ninnahoi. 

Atahay. 
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Englifh. 

New  Zealand. 

Otabeite, 

Two, 

Rooa, 

Erooa. 

Three, 

Toroo, 

Toroo. 

Four , 

Faa, 

Ahaa. 

Five, 

Reema, 

Ereema. 

Six, 

Ono, 

Aono. 

Seven, 

Heetoo, 

Aheitoo. 

Eight, 

Waroo, 

A waroo. 

Nine, 

Eeva, 

Aceva. 

Ten, 

Angahoora, 

Ahooroo. 

'777- 

February. 


The  New  Zealanders  to  thefe  numerals  prefix  Ma ; as, 


Eleven, 

Twelve , &c.  &C. 
Twenty, 


Matahee. 
Marooa,  &c.  G? c. 
Mangahoora. 
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BOOK  It 

From  leaving  New  Zealand,  to  our  Arrival  at 
Otaheite,  or  the  Society  I Hands. 

CHAP.  I. 

V 

Profecution  of  the  Voyage. — Behaviour  of  the  Two  New 
Zealanders  on  board. — Unfavourable  IVinds. — An 
Ifand  called  Mangeea  difcovered. — The  Ccajl  of  it 
examined. — Tranfa&ions  with  the  Natives. — An  Ac- 
count of  their  Perfons , Drefs>  and  Canos. — Defcription 
of  the  Ifand. — A Specimen  of  the  Language. — Df- 
poftion  of  the  Inhabitants, 

ON  the  25th,  at  ten  o’oloclc  in  the  morning,  a light  17-7- 
breeze  fpringing  up  at  North  Weft  by  Weft,  we  . IVu,j:lrT-y 
weighed,  flood  out  of  the  Sound,  and  made  fail  through  Tudai)  '$• 
the  rtrait,  with  the  Difcovery  in  company.  We  had  hardly 
got  the  length  of  Cape  Tierawhitte,  when  the  wind  took, 
us  aback  at  South  Eall.  It  continued  in  this  quarter  till 

two 
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February  two  oc^oc^  the  next  morning,  when  we  had  a few  hours 

< > calm.  After  which  we  had  a breeze  at  North  but  here  it 

" ‘ * ‘ fixed  not  long,  before  it  veered  to  the  Eall,  and  after  that  to 
Tiurfday*7.  the  South.  At  length,  on  the  27th,  at  eight  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  we  took  our  departure  from  Cape  Pallifcr,  which, 
at  this  time,  bore  Weft,  feven  or  eight  leagues  diftant.  We 
had  a fine  gale,  and  I fleered  Eaft  by  North. 


We  had  no  fooncr  loft  fight  of  the  land  than  our  two 
New  Zealand  adventurers,  the  fea  ficknefs  they  now  expe- 
rienced giving  a turn  to  their  reflections,  repented  heartily 
of  the  ftep  they  had  taken.  All  the  foothing  encourage- 
ment we  could  think  of,  availed  but  little.  They  wept, 
both  in  public  and  in  private  ; and  made  their  lamentations 
in  a kind  of  fong,  which,  as  far  as  we  could  comprehend 
the  meaning  of  the  words,  was  expreflive  of  their  praifes 
of  their  country  and  people,  from  which  they  were  to  be 
feparated  for  ever.  Thus  they  continued  for  many  days, 
till  their  fea  ficknefs  wore  off,  and  the  tumult  of  their 
minds  began  to  fubfide.  Then  thefe  fits  of  lamentation 
became  lcfs  and  lefs  frequent,  and  at  length  entirely 
ceafed.  Their  native  country  and  their  friends  were,  by 
degrees,  forgot,  and  they  appeared  to  be  as  firmly  attached 
to  us,  as  if  they  had  been  born  amongft  us. 


The  wind  had  not  remained  many  hours  at  South,  before 
it  veered  to  South  Eaft  and  Eaft ; and,  with  this,  we  flood  to 
Friday  as.  the  North,  till  the  28th  at  noon.  lSeing  then  in  the  latitude 
of  41°  17',  and  in  the  longitude  of  177“  17'  Eaft,  wc  tacked 
and  flood  to  the  South  Eaft,  with  a gentle  breeze  at  Eaft 
North  Eaft.  It  afterward  frefhened,  and  came  about  to 
North  Eaft ; in  which  quarter  it  continued  two  days,  and 
fometimes  blew  a frelh  gale  with  fqualls,  accompanied 
with  fhowers  of  rain.  3 

On 
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On  the  2d  of  March  at  noon,  being  in  the  latitude  of 

42*  3 s'  30",  longitude  180”  8'  Eaft,  the  wind  fluffed  to  North  — • 

Weft;  afterward  to  South  Weft;  and  between  this  point  aftd  Sunii2)' 

North  it  continued  to  blow,  fometimes  a ftrong  gale  with 

hard  fqualls,  and  at  other  times  very  moderate.  With  this 

wind  we  fleered  North  Eaft  by  Eaft  and  Eaft,  under  all  the 

fail  we  could  carry,  till  the  nth  at  noon,  at  which  time  we  Tuefday  u. 

were  in  the  latitude  of  39°  *9',  longitude  tg6*  4'  Eaft. 

The  wind  now  veered  to  North  Eaft  and  South  Eaft,  and 
I flood  to  the  North,  and  to  the  North  Eaft,  as  the  wind 
would  admit,  till  one  o’clock  in  the  morning  on  the  i6th,  Sunday  16. 
when  having  a more  favourable  gale  from  the  North,  I 
tacked  and  ftood  to  the  Eaft  ; the  latitude  being  33*  40',  and 
the  longitude  198*  /o'  Eaft.  We  had  light  airs  and  calms 
by  turns,  till  noon  the  next  day,  when  the  wind  began  to  Monday  17* 
frclhen  at  Eaft  South  Eaft,  and  I again  ftood  to  the  North 
Eaft.  But  as  the  wind  often  veered  to  Eaft  and  Eaft  North 
Eaft,  we  frequently  made  no  better  titan  a northerly  courfc; 
nay.  fometimes  to  the  Wcftward  of  North.  But  the  hopes 
of  the  wind  coming  more  Southerly,  or  of  meeting  with  it 
from  the  Wcftward,  a little  without  the  Tropic,  as  I had 
experienced  in  my  former  vifits  to  this  ocean,  encouraged 
me  to  continue  this  courfe.  Indeed  it  was  neceflary  that  I 
fhould  run  all  rifles,  as  my  proceeding  to  the  North  this 
year,  in  profecution  of  the  principal  objedt  of  the  voyage, 
depended  entirely  on  my  making  a quick  paflage  to  Ota- 
heite,  or  the  Society  Iflands. 

The  wind  continued  invariably  fixed  at  Eaft  South  Eaft, 
or  fcldom  fluffing  above  two  points  on  cither  fide.  It  alfo 
blew  very  faint,  fo  that  it  was  the  27th  before  we  eroded  TWdayiy. 
the  Tropic,  and  then  we  were  only  in  the  longitude  of 
aoi°  23'  Eaft,  which  was  nine  degrees  to  the  Weft  ward  Of 
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Mach  our  *ntent'cc^  port.  1,1  a^  t*1's  run  we  ^aw  not^>ng<  except 
v- — - — ->  now  and  ihcn  a Tropic  bird,  that  could  induce  us  to  think 
wc  had  failed  near  any  land.  In  the  latitude  of  34.*  20', 
longitude  199°,  we  pa  (Fed  the  trunk  of  a large  tree,  which 
was  covered  with  barnacles ; a fign  that  it  had  been  long 
at  fea. 

19.  On  the  29th,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  as  we  were  {landing 
to  the  North  Eaft,  the  Difcovery  made  the  lignal  of  feeing 
land.  We  faw  it  from  the  maft-head  almoil  the  fame  mo- 
ment, bearing  North  Eaft  by  Eaft  by  compafs.  We  foon 
difeovered  it  to  be  an  iftand  of  no  great  extent,  and  Hood 
for  it  till  funfet,  when  it  bore  North  North  Eaft,  diftant 
about  tvro  or  three  leagues. 

The  night  was  fpent  in  Handing  off  and  on,  and  at  day- 
f 30.  break  the  next  morning,  I bore  up  for  the  lee  or  Weft  fide 
of  the  iftand,  as  neither  anchorage  nor  landing  appeared 
to  be  practicable  on  the  South  fide,  on  account  of  a great 
furf  *,  which  broke  every  where  with  violence  againft  the 
Ihore,  or  againft  the  reef  that  furrounded  it. 

We  prefcntly  found  that  the  iftand  was  inhabited,  and 
law  feveral  people,  on  a point  of  the  land  we  had  paired, 
wading  to  the  reef,  where,  as  they  found  the  (hip  leaving 
them  quickly,  they  remained.  But  others,  who  foon  ap- 
peared in  different  parts,  followed  her  courfe  ; and  fome- 
times  feveral  of  them  collected  into  fmall  bodies,  who  made 
a Ihouting  noife  all  together,  nearly  after  the  manner  of 
the  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand. 

Between  feven  and  eight  o’clock,  we  were  at  the  Weft 
North  Weft  part  of  the  iftand,  and,  being  near  the  lliore,  we 

* A very  ingenious  and  fatisfa&ory  account  of  the  caufc  of  the  furf,  is  to  be  met 
vith  in  Marfden’s  Hiftory  of  Sumatra,  p.  29.  32. 

could 
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could  perceive  with  our  glaffeS,  that  feveral  of  the  natives,  March* 

who  appeared  upon  a fandy  beach,  were  all  armed  with  ' * — • 

long  fpears  and  clubs,  which  they  brandillied  in  the  air 
with  figns  of  threatening,  or,  as  fome  on  board  interpreted 
their  attitudes,  with  invitations  to  land.  Moll  of  them  ap- 
peared naked,  except  having  a fort  of  girdle,  which,  being 
brought  up  between  the  thighs,  covered  that  parr  of  the 
body.  But  fome  of  them  had  pieces  of  cloth  of  difierent 
colours,  white,  ftriped,  or  chequered,  which  they  wore  as 
a garment,  thrown  about  their  Ihouldcrs.  And  almoft  all 
of  them  had  a white  wrapper  about  their  heads,  not  much 
unlike  a turban ; or,  in  fome  inftances,  like  a high  conical 
cap.  We  could  alfo  perceive  that  they  were  of  a tawny 
colour,  and  in  general  of  a middling  llature,  but  robuft, 
and  inclining  to  corpulence. 

At  this  time,  a fmall  canoe  was  launched  in  a great 
hurry  from  the  further  end  of  the  beach,  and  a man  get- 
ting into  it,  put  off,  as  with  a view  to  reach  the  fliip.  On 
perceiving  this,  I brought  to,  that  we  might  receive  the 
vilit;  but  the  man’s  refolution  failing,  he  foon  returned 
toward  the  beach,  where,  after  fome  time,  another  man 
joined  him  in  the  canoe  ; and  then  they  both  paddled  to- 
ward us.  They  Hope  fhort,  however,  as  if  afraid  to  ap- 
proach, until  Omai,  who  addreffed  them  in  the  Otaheite  . 
language,  in  fome  mcafure  quieted  their  apprehenfions. 

They  then  came  near  enough  to  take  fome  beads  and  nails, 
which  were  tied  to  a piece  of  wood,  and  thrown  into  the 
canoe.  They  feemed  afraid  to  touch  thefe  things,  and  put 
the  piece  of  wood  afide  without  untying  them.  This,  how- 
ever, might  arife  from  fupcrllition  ; for  Omai  told  us,  that 
when  they  faw  us  ollering  them  prefents,  they  allied  fome- 
thing  for  their  Eatooa,  or  god.  He  alfo,  pci  liars  impro- 

‘A  2 perlv. 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  TO 


*7* 

♦Tirdi  P^y.  Put  l^e  qucfl*00  10  them,  Whether  they  ever  eat 

<— v ' human  flefh  ? which  they  anfwcrcd  in  the  negative,  with  a 

mixture  of  indignation  and  abhorrence.  One  of  them, 
whofe  name  was  Mourooa,  being  afkcd  how  he  came  by  a 
fear  on  his  forehead,  told  us  that  it  was  the  confequcncc  of 
a wound  he  had  got  in  fighting  with  the  people  of  an 
ifland,  which  lies  to  the  North  Eaftward,  who  fometimes 
‘ came  to  invade  them.  They  afterward  took  hold  of  a 
rope.  Still,  however,  they  would  not  venture  on  board} 
but  told  Omai,  who  underftood  them  pretty  well,  that  their 
countrymen  on  fhore  had  given  them  this  caution,  at  the 
fame  time  directing  them  to  inquire,  from  whence  our  fhip 
came,  and  to  learn  the  name  of  the  Captain.  On  our  parr, 
we  inquired  the  name  of  the  ifland,  which  they  called 
Mangya  or  Mangtea  ; and  fometimes  added  to  it  AW,  nai, 
naiwa.  The  name  of  their  Chief,  they  faid,  was  Orooaeeka. 

Mourooa  was  lufty  and  well  made,  but  not  very  tall.  His 
features  were  agreeable,  and  his  difpolition  feemingly  no 
lefs  fo ; for  he  made  feveral  droll  gefticulations,  which 
indicated  both  good-nature  and  a fhire  of  humour.  He 
alfo  made  others  which  feemed  of  a ferious  kind,  and  re- 
peated fomc  words  with  a devout  air,  before  he  ventured  to 
lay  hold  of  the  rope  at  the  (hip’s  flern  ; which  was  pro- 
bably to  recommend  himfclf  to  the  protection  of  fome  Di- 
vinity. Kis  colour  was  nearly  of  the  fame  cart  with  that 
common  to  the  mod  fouthern  Europeans.  The  other  man 
was  not  fo  handfome.  Both  of  them  had  ftrong,  flraight 
hair,  of  a jet  colour,  tied  together  on  the  crown  of  the 
head  with  a bit  of  cloth.  They  wore  fuch  girdles  as  we 
had  perceived  about  thofe  on  (hore,  and  we  found  they 
were  a l'ubflancc  made  from  the  Morns  pafyrifcra,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  at  the  other  iflands  of  this  ocean.  It  was 
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glazed  like  the  fort  ufed  by  the  natives  of  the  Friendly  J>777-- 
Minds ; but  the  cloth  on  their  heads  was  white,  like  that  «-  * 

which  is  found  at  Otaheite.  They  had  on,  a kind  of  fan- 
dais,  made  of  a grafly  fubftancc  interwoven,  which  we  alfo 
obfcrvcd  were  worn  by  thofe  who  flood  upon  the  beach  j 
and,  as  we  fuppofed,  intended  to  defend  their  feet  againft 
the  rough  coral  rock.  Their  beards  were  long  ; and  the  in- 
fid e of  their  arms,  from  the  fhoulder  to  the  elbow,  and  fome 
other  parts,  vcre  punctured  or  tatooeJ,  after  the  manner  of 
the  inhabitants  of  almoft  all  the  other  iflands  in  the  South 
Sea.  The  lobe  of  their  ears  was  pierced,  or  rather  flit,  and 
to  fuch  a length,  that  one  of  them  ftuck  there  a knife  and 
Ibme  beads,  which  he  had  received  from  uss  and  the 
fame  perfon  had  two  poliflied  pearl-fhells,  and  a bunch  of 
human  hair,  loofely  twitted,  hanging  about  his  neck,  which 
was  the  only  ornament  we  obfcrvcd.  The  canoe  they  came 
in  (which  was  the  only  one  we  faw),  was  not  above  ten 
feet  long,  and  very  narrow;  but  both  ftrong  and  neatly 
made.  The  forepart  had  a flat  board  fattened  over  it,  and 
projecting  our,  to  prevent  the  fea  getting  in  on  plunging, 
like  the  fmall  Evans  at  Otaheite ; but  it  had  an  upright 
ftern,  about  five  feet  high,  like  fome  in  New  Zealand ; and 
the  tipper  end  of  this  flern-poft  was  forked.  The  lower  ' 
part  of  the  canoe  was  of  white  wood  ; but  the  upper  was 
black,  and  their  paddles,  made  of  wood  of  the  fame  co- 
lour, not  above  three  feet  long,  broad  at  one  end,  and 
blunted.  They  paddled  cither  end  of  the  canoe  forward 
indiilercntly ; and  only  turned  about  their  faces  to  paddle 
the  contrary  way. 

We  now  flood  oflf  and  on  ; and  as  foon  as  the  fhips  were 
in  a proper  ftation,  about  ten  o’clock  1 ordered  two  boats, 
or.c  of  them  from  the  Difcovcry,  to  found  the  coaft,  and  to 
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March  endeavour  to  find  a landing-place.  With  this  view,  I went 

t , i in  one  of  them  myfelf,  taking  with  me  fuch  articles  to 

give  the  natives,  as  1 thought  might  ferve  to  gain  their 
good-will.  I had  no  fooner  put  o(F  from  the  fhip,  than  the 
canoe,  with  the  two  men,  which  had  left  us  not  long  be- 
fore, paddled  towards  my  boat;  and,  having  come  along- 
fidc,  Mourooa  ftept  into  her,  without  being  allied,  and 
without  a moment’s  hefitation. 

0 

Omai,  who  was  with  me,  was  ordered  to  inquire  of  him, 
where  we  could  land  ; and  he  direfted  us  to  two  different 
places.  But  I faw,  with  regret,  that  the  attempt  could  not 
be  made  at  either  place,  unlefs  at  the  rilk  of  having  our 
boats  filled  with  water,  or  even  Itavcd  to  pieces.  Nor  were 
we  more  fortunate  in  our  fearch  for  anchorage ; for  we 
could  find  no  bottom,  till  within  a cable's  length  of  the 
breakers.  There  we  met  with  from  forty  to  twenty  fathoms 
depth,  over  fharp  coral  rocks ; fo  that  anchoring  would 
have  been  attended  with  much  more  danger  than  landing. 

While  we  were  thus  employed  in  reconnoitring  the 
fhore,  great  numbers  of  the  natives  thronged  down  upon 
the  reef,  all  armed  as  above  mentioned.  Mourooa,  who 
was  now  in  my  boat,  probably  thinking  that  this  warlike 
appearance  hindered  us  from  landing,  ordered  them  to 
retire  back.  As  many  of  them  complied,  I judged  he  mull 
be  a perfon  of  fome  confcqucncc  among  them.  Indeed,  if 
we  underiicod  him  right,  he  was  the  king’s  brother.  So 
great  was  the  curiofity  of  fevcral  of  them,  that  they  took 
to  the  water,  and,  fwimming  off  to  the  boars,  came  on 
board  them  without  referve.  Nay,  we  found  it  difficult 
to  keep  them  outs  and  Hill  more  difficult  to  ptevenc 
their  carrying  off  every  thing  they  could  lay  their  hands 
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upon.  At  length,  when  they  perceived  that  we  were  re- 
turning to  the  Ihips,  they  all  left  us,  except  our  original 
vifiter  Mourooa.  He,  though  not  without  evident  figns  of 
fear,  kept  his  place  in  my  boat,  and  accompanied  me  on 
board  the  Ihip. 

The  cattle  and  other  new  objefls,  that  prefented  thern- 
felves  to  him  there,  did  not  ftrike  him  with  fo  much  fur- 
prife  as  one  might  have  expefted.  Perhaps  his  mind  was 
too  much  taken  up  about  his  own  fafety,  to  allow  him  to 
attend  to  other  things.  It  is  certain,  that  he  feemed  very 
uneafy  ■,  and  the  Ihip,  on  our  getting  on  board,  happening 
to  be  Handing  off  Ihore,  this  circumftancc  made  him  the 
more  fo.  I could  get  but  little  new  information  from  him ; 
and  therefore,  after  he  had  made  a Ihort  flay,  I ordered 
a boat  to  carry  him  in  toward  the  land.  As  foon  as  he  got 
out  of  the  cabin,  he  happened  to  Humble  over  one  of  the 
goats.  His  curiofity  now  overcoming  his  fear,  he  flopped, 
looked  at  it,  and  afked  Omai,  what  bird  this  was  ! and  not 
receiving  an  immediate  anfwer  from  him,  he  repeated  the 
queftion  to  fome  of  the  people  upon  deck.  The  boat  hav- 
ing conveyed  him  pretty  near  to  the  furf,  he  leaped  into- 
the  fca,  and  fwam  alhore.  He  had  no  fooner  landed,  than 
the  multitude  of  his  countrymen  gathered  round  him,  as  if 
with  an  eager  curiofity  to  learn  from  him  what  he  had 
feen ; and  in  this  fituation  they  remained,  when  we  loft 
fight  of  them.  As  foon  as  the  boat  returned,  we  hoifled  her 
in,  and  made  fail  from  the  land  to  the  Northward. 

Thus  were  we  obliged  to  leave,  unvilited,  this  fine  ifland,- 
which  feemed  capable  of  fupplying  all  our  wants.  It  lies 
in  the  latitude  of  ai°  57'  South  t and  in  the  longitude  of 
ioi"  53'  Eaft.  Such  parts  of  the  coaft,  as  fell  under  our 
4 observation,. 
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M>7rcb  observation,  are  guarded  by  a reef  of  coral  rock,  on  the  outfidc 

w -v-j  of  which  the  fea  is  of  an  unfathomable  depth.  It  is  full  five 
leagues  in  circuit,  and  of  a moderate  and  pretty  equal 
height ; though,  in  clear  weather,  it  may  be  certainly  feen 
at  the  dillance  of  ten  leagues ; for  we  had  not  loft  fight  of  it 
at  night,  when  we  had  run  above  feven  leagues,  and  the 
weather  was  cloudy.  In  the  middle,  it  rifes  into  little  hills, 
from  whence  there  is  a gentle  defeent  to  the  Ihorc,  which, 
at  the  South  Weft  part,  is  fteep,  though  not  above  ten  or 
twelve  feet  high;  and  has  fcvcral  excavations  made  by  the 
beating  of  the  waves  againft  a brownifh  fand-ftone  of 
which  it  is  compofed.  The  defeent  here  is  covered  with 
trees  of  a deep  green  colour,  very  thick,  but  not  high, 
which  feem  all  of  one  fort,  unlcfs  neareft  the  Ihore,  where 
there  are  great  numbers  of  that  fpecies  of  dracena  found  in 
the  woods  of  New  Zealand,  which  are  alfo  fcattered  in 
fome  other  places.  On  the  North  Weft  part,  the  Ihore,  as 
we  mentioned  above,  ends  in  a fandy  beech  ; beyond  which 
the  land  is  broken  down  into  fmall  chafms  or  gullies  and 
has  a broad  border  of  trees  refembling  tall  willows  ; which, 
from  its  regularity,  might  be  fuppofed  a work  of  art,  did 
not  its  extent  forbid  us  to  think  fo.  ■ Farther  up  on  the 
afeent,  the  trees  were  of  the  deep  green  mentioned  before. 
Some  of  us  fuppofed  thefe  to  be  the  rima,  intermixed  with 
low  cocoa  palms;  and  a few  of  fome  other  forts.  They 
feemed  not  fo  thick  as  on  the  South  Weft  part,  and  higher  ; 
which  appearance  might  be  owing  to  our  nearer  approach 
to  the  Ihore.  On  the  little  hills,  were  fome  trees  of  a taller 
fort,  thinly  fcattered ; but  the  other  parts  of  them  were 
cither  bare,  and  of  a reddilh  colour,  or  covered  with  fome- 
thing  like  fern.  Upon  the  whole,  the  ifland  has  a pretty 
afpetft,  and  might  be  made  a beautiful  fpot  by  cultivation. 
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As  the  inhabitants  fccmcd  to  be  both  numerous  and  well  '?77- 

fed,  fuch  articles  of  proviiioa  as  the  lilancl  produces  mult  be  « v ' 

in  great  plenty.  It  might,  however,  be  a matter  of  curioftty 
to  know,  particularly,  their  method  of  fubftflcncc;  for  our 
friend  Mourooa  told  us,  that  they  had  no  animals,  as  hogs 
and  dogs,  both  which,  however,  they  had  heard  of;  but 
acknowledged  they  had  plantains,  bread  fruit,  and  taro. 

The  only  birds 'we  faw,  were  fomc  white  egg-birds,  terns, 
and  noddies  ; and  one  white  heron,  on  the  Ihorc. 

The  language  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mangeea  is  a dialctft 
of  that  fpoken  at  Otaheite  ; though  their  pronunciation,  as 
that  of  the  New  Zealanders,  be  more  guttural.  Some  of 
their  words,  of  which  two  or  three  are  perhaps  peculiar 
to  this  ifland,  are  here  fubjoined,  as  taken,  by  Mr.  Ander- 
fon,  from  Omai,  who  had  learnt  them  in  his  convcrfations 
with  Mourooa.  The  Otaheite  words,  where  there  is  any 
refemblance,  are  placed  oppofite. 


Englilh. 

Mangeea, 

Otaljcite. 

A cocoa  nut. 

Eakkaree, 

Arec. 

Bread-fruit, 

Kooroo, 

Ooroo. 

A canoe. 

Ewakka, 

Evaa. 

Friend, 

Naoo,  mou. 

A man. 

Taata,  or  Tangata, 

Taata. 

doth,  or  cloth  plant,  Taia,  taia  aoutcc, 

F.oute. 

Good, 

Mata, 

Myty. 

A club, 

Pooroohee. 

Yes, 

Aee, 

Ai. 

No, 

Aoure, 

Aoure. 

A /pear. 

Heyhey. 

A fght,  or  battle, 

Etamagee, 

Tamacc. 

A woman, 

VVaheine, 

Waheine. 

Vot.  I. 
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Englilh. 

Mangeca. 

Otaheite. 

V. • 

A daughter. 

Maheine, 

Maheine. 

The  fun. 

Heetaia  matooa. 

A 

Ou, 

Wou. 

The  Jhore, 

Euta, 

Euta. 

What  it  that  t 

Ehataiecc  ? 

Owytaieeoa  ? 

There, 

Oo. 

A chief 

Ercckcc, 

Eree. 

« r t C Manna  ( an  adjuntt 

re  at,  ox  powerful  A ' . J 

t l to  the  tajl). 


To  ki/i,  Ooraa. 

The  natives  of  Mangeca  feem  to  rcfemble  thofe  of  Otaheite 
and  the  Marquefas  in  the  beauty  of  their  perfons,  more  than 
any  other  nation  I have  feen  in  thefe  fcas ; having  a fmooth 
fkin,  and  not  being  mufcular.  Their  general  difpofition 
alfo  correfponds,  as  far  as  we  had  opportunities  of  judging, 
with  that  which  diflinguilhcs  the  firft  mentioned  people. 
For  they  are  not  only  cheerful,  but,  as  Mourooa  fhewed  us, 
are  acquainted  with  all  the  lafeivious  gcfliculations  which  the 
Otahcitcans  pradtife  in  their  dances.  It  may  alfo  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  their  method  of  living  is  fitnilar.  For,  though 
the  nature  of  the  country  prevented  our  feeing  many  of 
their  habitations,  we  obferved  one  houfe  near  the  beach, 
which  much  refembled,  in  its  mode  of  conflrudtion,  thofe 
of  Otaheite.  It  was  pleafantly  fituated  in  a grove  of  trees, 
and  appeared  to  be  about  thirty  feet  long,  and  feven  or 
eight  high,  with  an  open  end,  which  reprefented  an  cllipfc 
divided  tranfverfely.  Before  it,  was  fpread  fomething  white 
on  a few  bullies  ; which  we  conjedlured  to  be  a fifhing  net, 
and,  to  appearance,  of  a very  delicate  texture. 
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They  falutc  ftrangcrs  much  after  the  manner  of  the  New  M SSL 

Zealanders,  by  joining  nofes ; adding,  however,  the  addi-  — . — -> 

tional  ceremony  of  taking  the  hand  of  the  perfon  to  whom 
they  are  paying  civilities,  and  rubbing  it  with  a degree  of 
force  upon  their  nofe  and  mouth  *. 

* The  inhabitants  of  the  Palaos,  New  Philippine,  or  rather  Caroline  Ifiands,  at 
the  diftance  of  almoft  fifteen  hundred  leagues  from  Mangeca,  have  the  fame  mode  of 
lalutation.  **  Leur  civilite,  & la  marque  dc  leur  refpc&,  confifte  a prendre  la  main 
M ou  le  pied  de  celui  a qui  ils  veulent  faire  honneur.  Sc  s’en  frotter  doucement  tout 
aJe  vifage.”  Ltttrts  Edijianta  & Ctriruftt , Tom.  xv.  p.  208.  Edit.  1781* 
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'The  Dijc.very  of  an  I fund  called  iValecoo. — Its  Ccafls 
examine:/. — -Vif.ts  from  the  Natives  on  board  the  Ships. 
— Mejf.  Gore , Burney,  and  Anderfon , is.it h Otnai , 
font  on  Shore.— —Mr.  Atidcrfon s Narrative  of  their 
Reception. — Otnats  Expedient  to  prevent  their  being  de- 
tained.— His  meeting  with  fome  of  his  Countrymen,  and 
their  ciifrefsfttl  Voyage. — Farther  Account  of  IVatecoo , 
and  of  its  Inhabitants. 


M7"'i  A FT E R leaving Mangeea,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  30th, 

' < dT A.  we  continued  our  courfc  Northward  all  that  night, 

Mond»/ji.  an(l  **U  noon  on  the  31ft  ; when  we  again  faw  land,  in  the 
dire<ftion  of  North  Fait  by  North,  diftant  eight  or  ten 
leagues. 


Next  morning,  at  eight  o’clock,  we  had  got  abreaft  of  its 
North  end,  within  four  leagues  of  it,  but  to  leeward  -,  and 
could  now  pronounce  it  to  be  an  itland,  nearly  of  the  fame 
appearance  and  extent  whh  that  we  had  fo  lately  left.  At 
the  fame  time,  another  iiland,  but  much  fmaller,  was  feen 
right  ahead.  We  could  have  foon  reached  this ; but  the 
largeft  one  had  the  preference,  as  mod  likely  to  furnilh  a 
lupply  of  food  for  the  cattle,  of  which  we  began  to  be  in 
great  want. 


With  this  view  I determined  to  work  up  to  it;  but  as 
there  was  but  little  wind,  and  that  little  was  unfavourable, 

we 
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wc  were  ftill  two  leagues  to  leeward  at  eight  o'clock  the  '7*r- 

0 0 April. 

following  morning.  Soon  after,  I fent  two  armed  boats  ^ — . — 
from  the  Refolution,  and  one  from  the  Difcovcry,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Gore,  to  look  for  anchoring- 
ground,  and  a landing-place.  In  the  meantime,  we  plyed 
up  under  the  ifland  with  the  Clips. 

Ju(l  as  the  boats  were  putting  off,  we  obferved  fcvcral 
Angle  canoes  coming  from  the  fliorc.  They  went  firft  to 
the  Difcovcry,  flic  being  the  neareft  Clip.  It  was  not  long 
after,  when  three  of  thefe  canoes  came  along-fide  of  the 
Refolution,  each  conducted  by  one  man.  They  are  long 
and  narrow,  and  fupported  by  outriggers.  The  Hern  is 
elevated  about  three  or  four  feet,  fometliing  like  a Clip’s 
flern-poft.  The  head  is  flat  above,  but  prow-like  below,  and 
turns  down  at  the  extremity,  like  the  end  of  a violin.  Some 
knives,  beads,  and  other  trifles  were  conveyed  to  our  vi- 
fiters  ; and  they  gave  us  a few  cocoa-nuts,  upon  our  afking 
for  them.  But  they  did  not  part  with  them  by  way  of  ex- 
change for  what  they  had  received  from  us.  For  they 
feemed  to  have  no  idea  of  bartering ; nor  did  they  appear 
to  eflimate  any  of  our  prefents  at  a high  rate. 

With  a little  perfuafion,  one  of  them  made  his  canoe  fall 
to  the  fhip,  and  came  on  board ; and  the  other  two,  en- 
couraged by  his  example,  foon  followed  him.  Their  whole 
behaviour  marked  that  they  were  quite  at  their  cafe,  and 
felt  no  fort  of  apprehenflon  of  our  detaining,  or  ufing 
-them  ill. 

After  their  departure,  another  canoe  arrived,  conduct- 
ed by  a man  who  brought  a bunch  of  plantains  as  a 
prefent  to  me ; afking  for  me  by  name,  having  learnt  it 
from  Omai,  who  was  fent  before  us  in  the  boat  with  Mr. 

S Gore. 
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Gore.  In  return  for  this  civility,  I gave  him  an  axe,  and 
a piece  of  red  cloth  j and  he  paddled  back  to  the  fliore 
well  fatisfied.  I afterward  underftood  from  Omai,  that 
this  prefent  had  been  fent  from  the  king,  or  principal  Chief 
of  the  ifland. 

Not  long  after,  a double  canoe,  in  which  were  twelve 
men,  came  toward  us.  As  they  drew  near  the  fliip,  they 
recited  fome  words  in  concert,  by  way  of  chorus  *,  one  of 
their  number  firft  Handing  up,  and  giving  the  word  before 
each  repetition.  When  they  had  finiflied  their  folcmn 
chant,  they  came  along-fidc,  and  alked  for  the  Chief.  As 
foon  as  I fliewed  myfelf,  a pig  and  a few  cocoa-nuts  were 
conveyed  up  into  the  fliip ; and  the  principal  perfon  in  the 
canoe  made  me  an  additional  prefent  of  a piece  of  mat- 
ting, as  foon  as  he  and  his  companions  got  on  board. 

Our  vifiters  were  conduced  into  the  cabin,  and  to 
other  parts  of  the  fliip.  Some  obje&s  feemed  to  llrikc 
them  with  a degree  of  furprize  ; but  nothing  fixed  their  at- 
tention for  a moment.  They  were  afraid  to  come  near  the 
cows  and  horfes ; nor  did  they  form  the  lcaft  concep- 
tion of  their  nature.  But  the  Ihecp  and  goats  did  not  fur- 
pafs  the  limits  of  their  ideas  ; for  they  gave  us  to  under- 
fiand,  that  they  knew  them  to  be  birds.  It  will  appear  rather 
incredible,  that  human  ignorance  could  ever  make  fo 

• Something  lilce  this  ceremony  was  performed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Marquelas, 
when  Captain  Cook  vifitcd  them  in  1774*  See  bit  Voyage  * Vol.  i.  p.  301.  It  is 
curious  to  obferve,  at  what  immenfc  diftanccs  this  mode  of  receiving  Arangers  pre- 
vails. l’adillo,  who  failed  from  Manilla  in  1710*  on  a voyage  to  drfeover  the 
Palaos  Iflands,  was  thus  received  there.  The  writer  of  the  relation  of  his  voyage 
fays,  44  AulTitot  qu’ils  approchcrent  de  notre  bord,  ils  fc  mirent  a chanter.  11s 
44  regloient  la  cadence,  en  frappant  dcs  mains  fur  leurs  cuiflrt.’* 

Lettfts  Edifiantet  & Curituftt,  Tom.  xv.  p.  323. 
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flrange  a midake;  there  not  being  the  mod  diflant  ftmili-  jw- 

tude  between  a fheep  or  goat,  and  any  winged  animal.  > — • 

But  thefe  people  feemed  to  know  nothing  of  the  exiflence  of 
any  other  land-animals,  bcGdcs  hogs,  dogs,  and  birds. 

Our  fliccp  and  goats,  they  could  fee,  were  very  different 
creatures  from  the  two  firft,  and  therefore  they  inferred, 
that  they  mull  belong  to  the  latter  clafs,  in  which  they 
knew  there  is  a confiderable  variety  of  fpecies.  I made  a 
prefent  to  my  new  friend  of  what  I thought  might  be  mod 
acceptable  to  him  ; but,  on  his  going  away,  he  feemed  ra- 
ther difappointed  than  pleafed.  I afterward  underflood 
that  he  was  very  defirous  of  obtaining  a dog,  of  which 
animal  this  ifland  could  not  boafl,  though  its  inhabitants 
knew  that  the  race  exided  in  other  idands  of  their  ocean. 

Captain  Clerke  had  received  the  like  prefent,  with  the  fame 
view,  from  another  man,  who  met  with  from  him  the  like 
difappointment. 

The  people  in  thefe  canoes  were  in  general  of  a middling 
Cze,  and  not  unlike  thofe  of  Mangeca ; though  fcveral 
were  of  a blacker  cad  than  any  we  faw  there.  Their  hair 
was  tied  on  the  crown  of  the  head,  or  flowing  loofe  about 
the  fhoulders ; and  though  in  fome  it  was  of  a frizzling 
difpofition,  yet,-  for  the  mod  part,  that,  as  well  as  the 
flraight  fort,  was  long.  Their  features  were  various,  and 
fome  of  the  young  men  rather  handfomc.  Like  thofe  of 
Mangcca,  they  had  girdles  of  glazed  clpth,  or  fine  matting, 
the  ends  of  which,  being  brought  betwixt  their  thighs,  co- 
vered the  adjoining  part's.  Ornaments,  compofed  of  a fort 
of  broad  grafs,  Aained  with  red,  and  firung  with  berries  of 
the  night-fliadc,  were  worn  about  their  necks.  Their  cars 
were  bored,  but  not  flit}  and  they  were  puntflured  upon 
the  legs,  from  the  knee  to  the  heel,  which  made  them  ap- 
pear 
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'777-  pear  as  if  they  wore  a kind  of  boots.  They  alfo  refembled 

< — the  inhabitants  of  Mangeea  in  the  length  of  their  beards, 

and,  like  them,  wore  a fort  of  fandals  upon  their  feet. 
Their  behaviour  was  frank  and  cheerful,  with  a great  deal 
of  good-nature. 

At  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Gore  returned  with 
the  boat,  and  informed  me,  that  he  had  examined  all  the 
Weft  fide  of  the  illand,  without  finding  a place  where  a 
boat  could  land,  or  the  fliips  could  anchor,  the  llrore  being 
every  where  bounded  by  a fteep  coral  rock,  againft  which 
the  fea  broke  in  a dreadful  furf.  But  as  the  natives  feerned 
very  friendly,  and  to  exprefs  a degree  of  difappointment* 
when  they  faw  that  our  people  failed  in  their  attempts  to 
land,  Mr.  Gore  was  of  opinion,  that  by  means  of  Omai, 
who  could  beft  explain  our  requeft,  they  might  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  bring  off  to  the  boats,  beyond  the  furf,  fitch 
articles  as  we  mod  wanted ; in  particular,  the  flems  of  plan- 
tain trees,  which  make  good  food  for  the  cattle.  Having 
little  or  no  wind,  the  delay  of  a day  or  two  was  not  of  any 
moment;  and  therefore  I determined  to  try  the  experiment, 
and  got  every  thing  ready  againft  the  next  morning. 

TUtHaj-j.  Soon  after  day-break,  we  obferved  fomc  canoes  coming  - 
off  to  the  fliips,  and  one  of  them  directed  its  courfe  to  the 
Refutation.  In  it  was  a hog,  with  fomc  plantains  and 
cocoa  nuts,  for  which  the  people,  who  brought  them,  de- 
manded a dog  from  us,  and  refufed  every  other  thing  that 
we  offered  in  exchange.  One  of  our  gentlemen  on  board, 
happened  to  have  a dog  and  a bitch,  which  were  great 
nuifanccs  in  the  Ihip,  and  might  have  been  difpofed  of  on 
this  occafion  for  a purpofc  of  real  utility,  by  propagating  a 
race  of  fo  ufeful  an  animal  in  this  ifland.  But  their  owner 
had  no  fuch  views,  in  making  them  the  companions  of  his 

voyage. 
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voyage.  However,  to  gratify  thefe  people,  Omai  parted  jzzj- 
with  a favourite  dog  he  had  brought  from  England  ■,  and  t. — 
with  this  acquifition  they  departed  highly  fatisficd. 

About  ten  o’clock,  I difpatclied  Mr.  Gore  with  three 
boats,  two  from  the  Refolution,  and  one  from  the  Difco- 
very,  to  try  the  experiment  he  had  propofcd.  And,  as  I 
could  confide  in  his  diligence  and  ability,  I left  iventirely 
to  himfelf,  to  atft  as,  from  circumftances,  he  fhould  judge  to 
be  molt  proper.  Two  of  the  natives,  who  had  been  on 
board,  accompanied  him,  and  Omai  went  with  him  in  his 
boat  as  an  interpreter.  The  lhips  being  a full  league  from 
the  ifland  when  the  boats  put  off,  and  having  but  little 
wind,  it  was  noon  before  we  could  work  up  to  it.  We  then 
faw  our  three  boats  riding  at  their  grapplings,  juft  without 
the  furf,  and  a prodigious  number  of  the  natives  on  the 
fhore,  abreaft  of  them.  By  this  we  concluded,  that  Mr. 

Gore,  and  others  of  our  people,  had  landed,  and  our  impa- 
tience to  know  the  event  may  be  eafily  conceived.  In  order 
to  obl'erve  their  motions,  and  to  be  ready  to  give  them  fuch 
afliftance  as  they  might  want,  and  our  refpetftive  fituations 
would  admit  of,  I kept  as  near  the  fhore  as  was  prudent.  I 
was  fcnfiblc,  however,  that  the  reef  was  as  cffcttual  a barrier 
between  us  and  our  friends  who  had  landed,  and  put  them 
as  much  beyond  the  reach  of  our  protection,  as  if  half  the 
circumference  of  the  globe  had  intervened.  But  the 
iflanders,  it  was  probable,  did  not  know  this  fo  well  as  we 
did.  Some  of  them,  now  and  then,  came  olT  to  the  fliips  in 
their  canoes,  with  a few  cocoa  nuts  j which  they  exchanged 
for  whatever  was  offered  to  them,  without  feeming  to  give 
the  preference  to  any  particular  article. 

Thefe  occafional  vifits  ferved  to  leflen  my  folicitudc  about 
our  people  who  had  landed.  Though  we  could  get  no  in- 

Vol.  I.  B b formation 
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' March  ^ormat,on  from  our  vifiters ; yet  their  venturing  onboard 
v — v- — > feemcd  to  imply,  at  lead,  that  their  countrymen  on  fhore 
had  not  made  an  improper  ufc  of  the  confidence  put  in 
them.  At  length,  a little  before  fun-fet,  we  had  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  feeing  the  boats  put  olT.  When  they  got  on  board, 
I found  that  Mr.  Gore  Iiitnfelf,  Omai,  Mr.  Anderfon,  and 
Mr.  Burney,  were  the  only  perfons  who  had  landed.  The 
tranfa<5tions  of  the  day  were  now  fully  reported  to  me  by 
Mr.  Gore  ; but  Mr.  Anderfon’s  account  of  them  being  very 
particular,  and  including  fome  remarks  on  the  ifiand  and 
its  inhabitants,  I fliall  give  it  a place  here,  nearly  in  his 
own  words. 

11  We  rowed  toward  a fmall  Tandy  beach,  upon  which, 
and  upon  the  adjacent  rocks,  a great  number  of  the  natives 
had  aflcmbled ; and  came  to  an  anchor  within  a hundred 
yards  of  the  reef,  which  extends  about  as  far,  or  a little 
farther,  from  the  fhore.  Several  of  the  natives  fwam  olF, 
bringing  cocoa  nuts ; and  Omai,  with  their  countrymen, 
whom  we  had  with  us  in  the  boats,  made  them  fcnfiblc  of 
our  wi!h  to  land.  But  their  attention  was  taken  up,  for  a 
little  time,  by  the  dog,  which  had  been  carried  from  the 
fhip,  and  was  juft  brought  on  fhore,  round  whom  they 
flocked  with  great  cagcrncfs.  Soon  after,  two  canoes  came 
off;  and,  to  create  a greater  confidence  in  the  iflanders,  we 
determined  to  go  unarmed,  and  run  the  hazard  of  being 
treated  well  or  ill. 

Mr.  Burney,  the  firft  Lieutenant  of  the  Difcovery,  and  I, 
went  in  one  canoe,  a little  time  before  the  other;  and  our  con- 
ductors, watching  attentively  the  motions  of  the  furf,  landed 
us  fafely  upon  the  reef.  An  blander  took  hold  of  each  of 
us,  obvioufly  with  an  intention  to  fupport  us  in  walking, 
7 over 
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■over  the  rugged  rocks,  to  the  beach,  where  fcvcral  of  the 
others  met  us,  holding  the  green  boughs,  of  a fpecies  of  1 — -*—j 
Mi  mo/a,  in  their  hands,  and  faluted  us  by  applying  their 
nofes  to  ours. 

Wc  were  conducted  from  the  beach  by  our  guides, 
a mid  ft  a great  crowd  of  people,  who  flocked  with  very 
eager  curiofity  to  look  at  us  s and  would  have  prevented  our 
proceeding,  had  not  fome  men,  who  feemed  to  have  au- 
thority, dealt  blows,  with  little  diftindlion,  amongft  them,  to 
keep  them  oft".  We  were  then  led  up  an  avenue  of  cocoa- 
palms  ; and  foon  came  to  a number  of  men,  arranged  in 
two  rows,  armed  with  clubs,  which  they  held  on  their 
fhoulders,  much  in  the  manner  we  reft  a mufquet.  After 
walking  a little  way  amongft  thefc,  wc  found  a perfon 
who  feemed  a Chief,  fitting  on  the  ground  crofs-legged, 
cooling  himfelf  with  a fort  of  triangular  fan,  made  from 
a leaf  of  the  cocoa-palm,  with  a polilhed  handle,  of 
black  wood,  fixed  to  one  corner.  In  his  ears  were  large 
bunches  of  beautiful  red  feathers,  which  pointed  forward. 

But  he  had  no  other  mark,  or  ornament,  to  diilinguifh  him 
from  the  reft  of  the  people ; though  they  all  obeyed  hitn 
with  the  greateft  alacrity.  He  either  naturally  had,  or  at  * 
this  time  put  on,  a ferious,  but  not  fevcrc  countenance ; and 
we  were  defired  to  falutc  him  as  he  fat,  by  fome  people 
who  feemed  of  confequence. 

We  proceeded  ftill  amongft  the  men  armed  with  clubs, 
and  came  to  a fccond  Chief,  who  fat  fanning  himfelf,  and 
ornamented  as  the  firft.  lie  was  remarkable  for  his  fize, 
and  uncommon  corpulence,  though,  to  appearance,  not  * 
above  thirty  years  of  age.  In  the  fame  manner,  we  were 
conducted  to  a third  Chief,  who  feemed  older  than  the  two 
B b 2 former, 
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1777*  former,  and,  though  not  fo  fat  as  the  fccond,  was  of  a large 
« _r  fize.  He  alfo  was  fitting,  and  adorned  with  red  feathers ; and 
after  faluting  him  as  we  had  done  the  others,  he  defired 
us  both  to  fit  down.  Which  we  were  very  willing  to  do, 
being  pretty  well  fatigued  with  walking  up,  and  with  the 
exccflivc  heat  we  felt  amongft  the  vad  crowd  that  fur- 
rounded  us. 

In  a few  minutes,  the  people  were  ordered  to  feparate ; 
and  we  faw,  at  the  didance  of  thirty  yards,  about  twenty 
young  women,  ornamented  as  the  Chiefs,  with  red  fea- 
thers, engaged  in  a dance,  which  they  performed  to  a flow 
and  ferious  air,  fung  by  them  all.  We  got  up,  and  went 
forward  to  fee  them ; and  though  we  mud  have  been 
flrange  objefts  to  them,  they  continued  their  dance,  with- 
out paying  the  lead  attention  to  us.  They  feemed  to  be 
direfled  by  a man  who  ferved  as  a prompter,  and  mentioned 
each  motion  they  were  to  make.  But  they  never  changed 
the  fpot,  as  we  do  in  dancing,  and  though  their  feet  were 
not  at  red,  this  exercife  confided  more  in  moving  the  fingers 
very  nimbly,  at  the  fame  time  holding  the  hands  in  a prone 
pofition  near  the  face,  and  now  and  then  alfo  clapping  them 
together*.  Their  motions  and  fong  were  performed  in 
fuch  exadt  concert,  that  it  fhould  feem  they  had  been  taught 
with  great  care  ; and  probably  they  were  feledted  for  this 
ceremony,  as  few  of  thofe  whom  wc  faw  in  the  crowd 
• equalled  them  in  beauty.  In  general,  they  were  rather 

flout  than  flender,  with  black  hair  flowing  in  ringlets  down 
the  neck,  and  of  an  olive  complexion.  Their  features  were, 

* The  dances  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Caroline  Iflands,  have  a great  rcfemblancc 
to  thofe  here  dclcribcd.  Sec  Ltltres  Edf  \ et  Curieitfes%  Torn.  xv.  p.  315.  See  alfo,  in 
the  fame  volume,  p.  207.  what  is  faid  of  the  tinging  and  dancing  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Pakos  Iflands,  which  belong  to  the  fame  group. 

rather. 
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rather,  fuller  than  what  we  allow  to  perfect  beauties,  and  utt- 

much  alike ; but  their  eyes  were  of  a deep  black,  and  each  i —) 

countenance  exprefled  a degree  of  complacency  and  mo- 
defty,  peculiar  to  the  fex  in  every  part  of  the  world ; but 
perhaps  more  confpicuous  here,  where  Nature  preferred  us 
with  her  productions  in  the  fulled  perfection,  unbiased  in 
fentiment  by  cuflom,  or  unreftrained  in  manner  by  art. 

Their  lhape  and  limbs  were  elegantly  formed.  For,  as 
their  drefs  confided  only  of  a piece  of  glazed  cloth  fadened 
about  the  waid,  and  fcarcely  reaching  fo  low  as  the  knees, 
in  many  we  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving  every  part. 

This  dance  was  not  finiihed,  when  we  beard  a noife,  as  if 
fome  horfes  had  been  galloping  toward  us  and,  on  looking 
afide,  we  faw  the  people  armed  with  clubs,  who  had  been 
defired,  as  we  fuppofed,  to  entertain  us  with  the  fight  of 
their  manner  of  fighting.  This  they  now  did,  one  party 
purfuing  another  who  fled. 

As  we  fuppofed  the  ceremony  of  being  introduced  to  the 
Chiefs  was  at  an  end,  we  began  to  look  about  for  Mr.  Gore 
and  Omai ; and,  though  the  crowd  would  hardly  fuller  us 
to  move,  wc  at  length  found  them  coming  up,  as  much  in- 
commoded by  the  number  of  people  as  we  had  been,  and 
introduced  in  the  fame  manner  to  the  three  Chiefs,  whofe 
names  were  Ottcroo,  Taroa,  and  Fatouwcera.  Each  of 
thefe  expected  a prefent;  and  Mr.  Gore  gave  them  fuch 
tilings  as  he  had  brought  with  him  from  the  lhip,  for  that 
purpolc.  After  this,  making  ufe  of  Omai  as  his  inter- 
preter, he  informed  the  Chiefs  with  what  intention  we  had 
come  on  lliore ; but  was  given  to  underftand,  that  he  mult 
wait  till  the  next  day,  and  then  he  fhould  have  what  was 
wanted. 

They 
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They  now  fccnic^  to  take  fomc  pains  to  fcpiratd  us  from 
each  other;  and  every  one  of  us  had  his  circle,  tofurround  and 
gaze  at  him.  For  my  own  part,  I was,  at  one  time,  above  an 
hour  apart  from  my  friends;  and  when  I told  the  Chief,  with 
whom  L fat,  that  I wanted  to  fpeak  to  Omai,  he  perempto- 
rily refit  fed  my  requeft.  At  the  fame  time,  I found  the 
people  began  to  Heal  fcveral  trifling  things  which  I had  in 
my  pocket;  and  when  I took  the  liberty  of  complaining  to 
the  Chief  of  this  treatment,  he  jullified  it.  From  thefe  cir- 
cumftanccs,  I now  entertained  apprehenfions,  that  they  might 
have  formed  the  defign  of  detaining  us  amongft  them. 
They  did  not,  indeed,  item  to  be  of  a dilpolition  fo  favage, 
as  to  make  us  anxious  for  the  fafety  of  our  perfons ; but  it 
was,  nevertlielcfs,  vexing  to  think,  we  had  hazarded  being 
detained  by  their  curioflty.  In  this  fituation,  I afked  for 
fomething  to  eat;  and  they  readily  brought  to  me  fomc 
cocoa-nuts,  bread-fruit,  and  a fort  of  four  pudding,  which 
was  prefented  by  a woman.  And  on  my  complaining  much 
of  the  heat,  occafloned  by  the  crowd,  the  Chief  himfelf  con- 
defeended  to  fan  me,  and  gave  me  a fmall  piece  of  cloth, 
which  he  had  round  his  waift. 

Mr.  Burney  happening  to  come  to  the  place  where  I was, 
I mentioned  my  fufpicions  to  him  ; and,  to  put  it  to  the 
teft,  whether  they  were  well-founded,  we  attempted  to  get 
to  the  beach.  But  we  were  flopped,  when  about  half-way, 
by  fomc  men,  who  told  us,  that  we  mull  go  back  to  the 
place  which  we  had  left.  On  coming  up,  we  found  Omai 
entertaining  the  fame  apprehcnlions.  But  he  had,  as  he 
fancied,  an  additional  rcafon  for  being  afraid ; for  he  had 
obferved,  that  they  had  dug  a hole  in  the  ground  for  an 
oven,  which  they  were  now  heating;  and  he  could  aflignno 
other  reafon  for  this,  than  that  they  meant  to  roaft,  and  eat 

us, 


-Digitized,  by 


THE  PACIFIC  OCEAN. 


*9* 

us,  as  is  praelifed  by  the  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand.  Nay,  '"7- 

he  went  fo  far  as  to  alk  them  the  queflion  ; at  which  they  „ — / 

were  greatly  furprifed,  a (king,  in  return,  whether  that  was 
a cuflom  with  us?  Mr.  Burney  and  I were  rather  angry 
that  they  fhould  be  thus  fufpected  by  him ; there  having, 
as  yet,  been  no  appearances,  in  their  conduit  toward  us,  of 
their  being  capable  of  fuch  brutality. 

In  this  manner  we  were  detained  the  grcatefl  part  of  the 
day,  being  fometimes  together,  and  fometimes  feparated ; 
but  always  in  a crowd ; who,  not  Satisfied  with  gazing  at 
us,  frequently  defired  us  to  uncover  parts  of  our  (kin ; the 
fight  of  which  commonly  produced  a general  murmur  of 
admiration.  At  the  fame  time,  they  did  not  omit  thefc  op- 
portunities of  rifling  our  pockets  ; and,  at  laft,  one  of  them 
fnatched  a fmall  bayonet  from  Mr.  Gore,  which  hung  in  its 
flicath  by  his  fide.  This  was  reprefented  to  the  Chief, 
who  pretended  to  fend  fome  perfon  in  fcarch  of  it.  But, 
in  all  probability,  he  countenanced  the  theft ; for,  foon 
after,  Omai  had  a dagger  llolen  from  his  fide,  in  the  fame 
manner;  though  he  did  not  mils  it  immediately. 

Whether  they  obferved  any  figns  of  uneafinefs  in  us,  or 
that  they  voluntarily  repeated  their  emblems  of  friendfhip 
when  we  exprefled  a defirc  to  go,  I cannot  tell;  but,  at  this 
time,  they  brought  fome  green  boughs,  and,  flicking  their 
ends  in  the  ground,  defired  we  might  hold  them  as  we 
fat.  Upon  our  urging  again  the  bufinefs  we  came  upon, 
they  gave  us  to  underfland,  that  we  mud  flay  and  eat  with 
them ; and  a pig  which  we  faw,  foon  after,  lying  near  the 
oven,  which  they  had  prepared  and  heated,  removed  Omai’s 
apprehenfion  of  being  put  into  it  himfelf;  and  made  us 
think  it  might  be  intended  for  our  repafl.  The  Chief  alfo 
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promifed  to  fend  fome  people  to  procure  food  for  the  cattle; 
but  it  was  not  till  pretty  late  in  the  afternoon,  that  we  faw 
them  return  with  a few  plantain-trees,  which  they  carried 
to  our  boats. 

In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Burney  and  I attempted  again  to 
go  to  the  beach  ; but  when  we  arrived,  found  ourfelvcs 
watched  by  people,  who,  to  appearance,  had  been  placed 
there  for  this  purpofe.  For  when  I tried  to  wade  in  upon 
the  reef,  one  of  them  took  hold  of  my  clothes,  and  dragged 
me  back.  I picked  up  fomc  fmall  pieces  of  coral,  which 
they  required  me  to  throw  down  again  ; and,  on  my  refu- 
fal,  they  made  no  fcruplc  to  take  them  forcibly  from  me. 
I had  gathered  fomc  fmall  plants ; but  thefe  alfo  I could  not 
be  permitted  to  retain.  And  they  took  a fan  from  Mr. 
Burney,  which  he  had  received  as  a prefent  on  coming 
alhore.  Omai  faid,  we  had  done  wrong  in  taking  up  any 
thing  ; for  it  was  not  the  cutlom  here  to  permit  freedoms  of 
that  kind  to  ftrangers,  till  they  had,  in  fomc  mcafure,  na- 
turalized them  to  the  country,  by  entertaining  them  with 
fdlivity  for  two  or  three  days. 

Finding  that  the  only  method  of  procuring  better  treat- 
ment was  to  yield  implicit  obedience  to  their  will,  we  went 
up  again  to  the  place  we  had  left ; and  they  now  promifed, 
that  we  fhould  have  a canoe  to  carry  us  oft'  to  our  boats, 
after  we  had  eaten  of  a repaft  which  had  been  prepared 
for  us. 

Accordingly,  the  fecond  Chief,  to  whom  we  had  been  in- 
troduced in  the  morning,  having  feated  himfclf  upon  a low 
broad  ftool  of  blackifli  hard  wood,  tolerably  polillicd,  and 
directing  the  multitude  to  make  a pretty  large  ring,  made 
us  fit  down  by  him.  A confiderablc  number  of  cocoa-nuts 
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were  now  brought ; and,  Ihortly  after,  a long  green  bilket, 
with  a fufficient  quantity  of  baked  plantains  to  have  ferved 
a dozen  perfons.  A piece  of  the  young  hog,  that  had 
been  drolled,  was  then  fet  before  each  of  us,  of  which  wc 
were  defired  to  eat.  Our  appetites,  however,  had  failed, 
from  the  fatigue  of  the  day  ; and  though  we  did  cat  a little 
to  pleafe  them,  it  was  without  fatisfaclion  to  ourfclvcs. 

It  being  now  near  fun-fet,  we  told  them  it  was  time  to  go 
on  board.  This  they  allowed ; and  fent  down  to  the  beach 
the  remainder  of  the  vidtuals  that  had  been  drefled,  to 
be  carried  with  us  to  the  Ihips.  But,  before  we  fet  our, 
Omai  was  treated  with  a drink  he  had  been  ufed  to  in  his 
own  country ; which,  wc  obferved,  was  made  here,  as  at  other 
iflands  in  the  South  Sea,  by  chewing  the  root  of  a fort  of 
pepper.  We  found  a canoe  ready  to  put  us  off  to  our  boats; 
which  the  natives  did,  with  the  fame  caution  as  when  wc 
landed.  But,  even  here,  their  thievifii  dilpofition  did  not 
leave  them.  For  a perfon  of  fome  confequence  among  them, 
who  came  with  us,  took  an  opportunity,  juft  as  they  were 
pulhing  the  canoe  into  the  furf,  to  fnatch  a bag  out  of  her, 
which  I had,  with  the  greateft  difficulty,  preferved  all  the 
day;  there  being  in  it  a fmall  pockct-piftol,  which  I was 
unwilling  to  part  with.  Perceiving  him,  I called  out,  exprefl- 
ing as  much  difpleafurc  as  I could.  On  which  he  thought 
proper  to  return,  and  fwim  with  the  bag  to  the  canoe ; bur  de- 
nied he  had  flolcn  it,  though  detected  in  the  very  a«5t.  They 
put  us  on  board  our  boats,  with  the  cocoa-nuts,  plantains, 
and  other  provifions,  which  they  had  brought ; and  we 
rowed  to  the  fliips,  very  well  pleafed  that  wc  had  at  laft  got 
out  of  the  hands  of  our  troublcfome  mailers. 
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We  regretted  much,  that  our  reftrained  fituation  gave  us 
fo  little  opportunity  of  making  obfervations  on  the  country. 
For,  during  the  whole  day,  we  were  feldom  a hundred 
yards  from  the  place  where  we  were  introduced  to  the 
Chiefs  on  landing;  and,  confcquently,  were  confined  to  the 
furrounding  objects.  The  firft  thing  that  prefented  itfelf, 
worthy  of  our  notice,  was  the  number  of  people;  which  muft 
have  been  at  leaf!,  two  thoufand.  For  thofe  who  welcomed 
us  on  .the  fliorc,  bore  no  proportion  to  the  multitude  we 
found  amongft  the  trees,  on  proceeding  a little  way  up. 

We  could  alfo  obferve,  that,  except  a few,  thofe  we  had 
hitherto  feen  on  board,  were  of  the  lower  clafs.  For  a great 
number  of  thofe  we  now  met  with,  had  a fuperior  dignity  in 
their  air,  and  w'crc  of  a much  whiter  cad.  In  general,  they 
had  the  hair  tied  on  the  crown  of  the  head,  long,  black, 
and  of  a mod  luxuriant  growth.  Many  of  the  young  men 
were  perfect  models  in  fh.ipe,  of  a complexion  as  delicate 
as  that  of  the  women,  and,  to  appearance,  of  a difpofition 
as  amiable.  Others,  who  were  more  advanced  in  years, 
were  corpulent ; and  all  had  a remarkable  fmoothnefs  of 
the  flcin.  Their  general  drefs  was  a piece  of  cloth,  or  mat, 
wrapped  about  the  waift,  and  covering  the  parts  which  mo- 
dcily  conceals.  But  fome  had  pieces  of  mats,  molt  curi- 
ously varied  with  black  and  white,  made  into  a fort  of 
jacket  without  fleeves  ; and  others  wore  conical  caps  of  co- 
coa-nut core,  neatly  interwoven  with  fmall  beads,  made  of  a 
ihclly  fubftance.  Their  ears  were  pierced  ; and  in  them 
they  hung  bits  of  the  membraneous  part  of  fome  plant,  or 
ftuck  there  an  odoriferous  flower,  which  feerned  to  be  a 
fpccics  of  gardenia.  Some,  who  were  of  a fuperior  clafs,  and 
alfo  the  Chiefs,  had  two  little  balls,  with  a common  bafe, 
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made  from  the  bone  of  fome  animal,  which  was  hung  *77?/ 

° Af 

round  the  neck,  with  a great  many  folds  of  fnlall  cord,  

And  after  the  ceremony  of  introduction  to  the  Chiefs  was 
over,  they  then  appeared  without  their  red  feathers;  which 
are  certainly  conlidered  here  as  a particular  mark  of  dis- 
tinction ; for  none  but  themfclves,  and  the  young  women 
who  danced,  a (Turned  them. 

Some  of  the  men  were  punctured  all  over  the  ftdes  and 
back,  in  an  uncommon  manner;  and  fome  of  the  women 
had  the  fame  ornament  on  their  legs.  But  this  method  was 
confined  to  thofc  who  feemed  to  be  of  a Superior  rank ; and 
the  men,  in  that  cafe,  were  alfo  generally  diftinguithed  by 
their  fize  and  corpulence,  unlcfs  very  young.  The  women 
of  an  advanced  age  had  their  hair  cropped  fliort ; and  many 
were  cut,  in  oblique  lines,  all  over  the  tot c- part  of  the  body; 
and  fome  of  the  wounds,  which  formed  rhomboidal  figures, 
had  been  fo  lately  inflicted,  that  the  coa6ulaied  blood  (till 
remained  in  them. 

The  wife  of  one  of  the  Chiefs  appeared  with  her  child, 
laid  in  a piece  of  red  cloth,  which  had  been  presented  to  her 
hufband  ; and  feemed  to  carry  it  with  great  tendernefs.  Suck- 
ling it  much  after  the  manner  of  our  women.  Another 
Chief  introduced  his  daughter,  who  was  young  and  beauti- 
ful; but  appeared  with  all  the  timidity  natural  to  the  fex  ; 
though  (he  gazed  on  us  with  a kind  of  anxious  concern, 
that  feemed  to  druggie  with  her  fear,  and  to  exprcfs  her 
aftoniflimcnt  at  fo  unufual  a fight.  Others  advanced  with 
more  firnmefs,  and,  indeed,  were  lefs  referred  than  we  ex- 
pected ; but  behaved  with  a becoming  modefty.  We  did 
not  obferve  any  perfonal  deformities  amongft  either  fex ; 
except  in  a few  who  had  fears  of  broad  Superficial  ulcers, 
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remaining  on  the  face  and  other  parts.  In  proportion  to 
•the  number  of  people  aficmblcd,  there  appeared  not  many 
old  men  or  women;  which  may  eafily  be  accounted  for,  by 
fuppofing  that  fuch  as  were  in  an  advanced  period  of  life, 
might  neither  have  the  inclination,  nor  the  ability,  to  come 
from  tlve  more  diftant  parts  of  the  ifland.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  children  were  numerous;  and  both  thefe,  and  tire 
men,  climbed  the  trees  to  look  at  us,  when  we  were  hid  by 
the  furrounding  crowd. 

About  a third  part  of  the  men  were  armed  with  clubs  and 
l'pears  ; and,  probably,  thefe  were  only  the  perfons  who 
had  come  from  a diftance,  as  many  of  them  had  fmall  baf- 
kets,  mats,  and  other  things,  fattened  to  the  ends  of  their 
weapons.  The  clubs  were  generally  about  fix  feet  long, 
made  of  a hard  black  wood,  lancc-fhaped  at  the  end,  but 
much  broader,  with  the  edge  nicely  fcollopcd,  and  the  whole 
neatly  polifhcd.  Others  of  them  were  narrower  at  the 
point,  much  fhorter,  and  plain';  and  fome  were  even  fo 
fmall,  as  to  be  ufed  with  one  hand.  The  fpears  were  made 
of  the  fame  wood,  Amply  pointed;  and,  in  general,  above 
twelve  feet  long;  though  fome  were  fo  fliort,  that  they 
feerned  intended  to  be  thrown  as  darts. 

The  place  where  we  were  all  the  day,  was  under  the 
fhade  of  various  trees  ; in  which  they  preferved  their 
canoes  from  the  fun.  About  eight  or  ten  of  them  were 
here,  all  double  ones;  that  is,  two  fingle  ones  fattened  toge- 
ther (as  is  ufual,  throughout  the  whole  extent  of'  the  Pacific 
Ocean),  by  rafters  laflied  acrofs.  They  were  about  twenty 
feet  long,  about  four  feet  deep,  and  the  fides  rounded  with 
a plank  raifed  upon  them,  which  was  fattened  ftrongly  by 
means  of  withes.  Two  of  thefe  canoes  were  mod  curioully 
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llained,  or  painted,  all  over  with  black,  in  numbcilcfs  fmall  \7~~- 
figures ; as  fquarcs,  triangles,  &c.  and  excelled,  by  far,  ' — > — j 
any  thing  of  that  kind  1 had  ever  feen  at  any  other  itland 
in  this  ocean.  Our  friends  here,  indeed,  fcctned  to  have  c.v-  , 

erted  more  fkill  in  doing  this,  than  in  puncturing  their  own 
bodies.  The  paddles  were  about  four  feet  long,  nearly  ellip- 
tical ; but  broader  at  the  upper  end  than  the  middle.  Near 
the  fame  place  was  a hut  or  Ihed,  about  thirty  feet  long, 
and  nine  or  ten  high;  in  which,  perhaps,  thefc  boats  arc 
built ; but,  at  this  time,  it  was  empty. 

The  greatefl  number  of  the  trees  around  us  were  'cocoa-pains-, 
fome  forts  of  bibifeus ; a fpccics  of  euphorbia ; and,  toward  the 
fea,  abundance  of  the  fame  kind  of  trees  we  had  feen  at 

Mangeca  Nooe  Nainaivva  ; and  which  feemed  to  furround  * 

the  fhores  of  this  ifland  in  the  fame  manner.  They  are  tall 
and  (lender,  not  much  unlike  a cyprefs;  but  with  bunches 
of  long,  round,  articulated  leaves.  The  natives  call  them 
ets.7.  On  the  ground  we  faw  fome  grafs ; a fpecics  of  con- 
volvulus t and  a good  deal  of  trcaclc-mujlard.  There  are  alfo, 
doubtlefs,  other  fruit-trees  and  ufeful  plants  which  we  did 
not  fee.  For,  befides  feveral  forts  of  plantains,  they  brought, 
at  different  times,  roots  which  they  call  taro  (the  coccos  of 
other  countries) ; a bread-fruit ; and  a balket  of  roafled  nuts, 
of  a kidney-lhape,  in  tafle  like  a chefnut,  but  coarfer. 

What  the  foil  of  the  ifland  may  be,  farther  inland,  wc 
could  not  tell.  But,  toward  the  fea,  it  is  nothing  more 
than  a bank  of  coral,  ten  or  twelve  feet  high,  deep,  and 
rugged;  except  where  there  are  fmall  fandy  beaches,  at 
fome  clefts  where  the  afccnc  is  gradual.  The  coral,  though 
it  has,  probably,  been  expofed  to  the  weather  for  many 
centuries,  has  undergone  no  farther  change  than  becom- 
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ing  black  on  the  furface  j which,  from  its  irregularity,  is 
not  much  unlike  large  mafles  of  a burnt  fubftance.  But, 
on  breaking  fome  pieces  off,  we  found,  that,  at  the  depth 
of  two  or  three  inches,  it  was  juft  as  freftt  as  the  pieces  that 
had  been  lately  thrown  upon  the  beach  by  the  waves.  The 
reef  or  rock,  that  lines  the  fhore  entirely,  runs  to  different 
breadths  into  the  lea,  where  it  end3,  all  at  once,  and  be- 
comes like  a high,  fteep  wall.  It  is,  nearly,  even  with  the 
furface  of  the  water,  and  of  a brown  or  brick  colour ; but 
the  texture  is  rather  porous,  yet  fufRcient  to  withftand  the 
walking  of  the  furf  which  continually  breaks  upon  it.” 

Though  the  landing  of  our  Gentlemen  proved  the  means 
of  enriching  my  Journal  with  the  foregoing  particulars, 
the  principal  object  I had  in  view  was,  in  a great  mcafurc, 
unattained;  for  the  day  was  fpent  without  getting  any  one 
thing  from  the  illand  worth  mentioning.  The  natives, 
however,  were  gratified  with  a fight  they  never  before  had ; 
and,  probably,  will  never  have  again.  And  mere  curiofiry 
feems  to  have  been  their  chief  motive  for  keeping  the 
gentlemen  under  fuch  reftraint,  and  for  ufing  every  art  to 
prolong  their  continuance  amongft  them. 

It  has  been  mentioned,  that  Omai  was  fent  upon  this  ex- 
pedition; and,  perhaps,  his  being  Mr.  Gore’s  interpreter 
was  not  the  only  fcrvicc  he  performed  this  day.  He  was 
afked,  by  the  natives,  a great  many  queftions  concerning 
us,  our  fitips,  our  country,  and  the  fort  of  arms  we  ufed; 
and,  according  to  the  account  he  gave  me,  his  anfwcrs  were 
not  a little  upon  the  marvellous.  As,  for  inftancc,  he  told 
them,  that  our  country  had  fhips  as  large  as  their  illand ; on 
board  which  were  inftruments  of  war  (deferibing  our  guns), 
of  fuch  dimenfions,  that  fevcral  people  might  fit  within  them ; 
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and  that  one  of  them  was  fuIHcient  to  crufh  the  whole  iflancl 
at  one  fhot.  This  led  them  to  inquire  of  him,  what  fort  of  >■ — -» — 
guns  we  actually  had  in  our  two  Ihips.  He  faid,  that  though 
they  were  but  ftnall,  in  comparifon  with  thofe  he  had  juft 
deferibed,  yet,  with  fuch  as  they  were,  we  could,  with  the 
greateft  eafe,  and  at  the  diftance  the  fhips  were  from  the 
fhorc,  deftroy  the  illand,  and  kill  every  foul  in  it.  They 
perfevered  in  their  inquiries,  to  know  by  what  means  this 
could  be  done;  and  Omai  explained  the  matter  as  well  as  he 
could.  He  happened  luckily  to  have  a few  cartridges  in  his 
pocket.  Thele  he  produced;  the  balls,  and  the  gunpowder 
which  was  to  fet  them  in  motion,  were  lubmitted  to  infpec- 
tion;  and,  to  fupply  the  defeats  of  his  defeription,  an  ap- 
peal was  made  to  the  fenfes  of  the  fpciftators.  It  has  been 
mentioned  above,  that  one  of  the  Chiefs  had  ordered  the 
multitude  to  form  themfelves  into  a circle.  This  furnilhcd 
Omai  with  a convenient  ftage  for  his  exhibition.  In  the 
center  of  this  amphitheatre,  the  inconfiderable  quantity  of 
gunpowder,  collected  from  his  cartridges,  was  properly 
difpofed  upon  the  ground,  and,  by  means  of  a bit  of  burn- 
ing wood  from  the  oven,  where  dinner  was  dreffing,  fet  on 
fire.  The  fudden  blaft,  and  loud  report,  the  mingled  flame 
and  fmoke,  that  inftantly  fucceeded,  now  filled  the  whole 
aflembly  with  aftonifhmcnt ; they  no  longer  doubted  the 
tremendous  power  of  our  weapons,  and  gave  full  credit  to  • 
all  that  Omai  had  faid. 

If  it  had  not  been  for  the  terrible  ideas  they  conceived 
of  the  guns  of  our  fhips,  from  this  fpecimen  of  their  mode 
of  operation,  it  was  thought  that  they  would  have  detained’  • 
the  gentlemen  all  night.  For  Omai  allured  them,  that,  if 
he  and  his  companions  did  not  return  on  board  the  fame 
day,  they  might  expect  that  I would  fire  upon  the  illand. 

And 


Digitized  by  Google 


£00 


A VOYAGF.  TO 


1777. 

April. 


And  as  we  flood  in  nearer  the  land  in  the  evening,  than 
we  had  done  any  time  before,  of  which  pofition  of  the 
Ships  they  were  obferved  to  take  great  notice,  they,  pro- 
bably, thought  we  were  meditating  this  formidable  attack; 
and,  therefore,  fullered  their  guefts  to  depart ; under  the 
expectation,  however,  of  feeing  them  again  on  fliore  next 
morning.  But  I was  too  fenfible  of  the  rilk  they  had  al- 
ready run,  to  think  of  a repetition  of  the  experiment. 

This  day,  it  feems,  was  deflined  to  give  Omai  more  oc- 
cafions  than  one,  of  being  brought  forward  to  bear  a prin- 
cipal part  in  its  t ran  factions.  The  ifland,  though  never 
before  vifited  by  Europeans,  a&ually  happened  to  have 
other  ftrangers  refiding  in  it ; and  it  was  entirely  owing  to 
Omai’s  being  one  of  Mr.  Gore’s  attendants,  that  this  cu- 
rious circumllance  came  to  our  knowledge. 

Scarcely  had  he  been  landed  upon  the  beach,  when  he 
found,  amongft  the  crowd  there  allembled,  three  of  his  own 
countrymen,  natives  of  the  Society  lilands.  At  the  diftance 
of  about  two  hundred  leagues  from  thofc  Blands,  an  im- 
menfe,  unknown  ocean  intervening,  with  fuch  wretched 
lea-boats  as  their  inhabitants  are  known  to  make  ufe  of, 
and  fit  only  for  a palfage  where  fight  of  land  is  fcarcely 
ever  loft,  fuch  a meeting,  at  fuch  a place,  fo  accidentally 
vifited  by  us,  may  well  be  looked  upon  as  one  of  ihofe  un- 
expc<5lcd  fituations,  with  which  the  writers  of  feigned  ad- 
ventures love  to  furprife  their  readers,  and  which,  when 
they  really  happen  in  common  life,  deferve  to  be  recorded 
for  their  Angularity. 

It  may  cafily  be  guefied,  with  what  mutual  furprife  and 
Satisfaction  Omai  and  his  countrymen  engaged  in  conver- 
sation. Their  ftory,  as  related  by  them,  is  an  affeCting  one. 

About 
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About  twenty  pcrfons  in  number,  of  both  fexes,  had  em- 
barked on  board  a canoe  at  Otaheite,  to  crol's  over  to  the 
neighbouring  illand  Ulietea.  A violent  contrary  wind  ari- 
fing,  they  could  neither  reach  the  latter,  nor  get  back  to 
the  former.  Their  intended  paffage  being  a very  fhort  one, 
their  llock  of  provifions  was  fcanty,  and  foon  exhauflcd. 
The  hardfhips  they  fullered, i while  driven  along  by  the 
llorm,  they  knew  not  whither,  arc  not  to  be  conceived. 
They  palTcd  many  days  without  having  any  thing  to  eat  or 
drink.  Their  numbers  gradually  diminilhed,  worn  out  by 
famine  and  fatigue.  Four  men  only  liirvivcd,  when  the 
canoe  overfet;  and  then  the  perdition  of  this  fmall  rem- 
nant feemed  inevitable.  However,  they  kept  hanging 
by  the  fide  of  their  veffel,  during  fome  of  the  lad.  days, 
till  Providence  brought  them  in  fight  of  the  people  of 
this  illand,  who  immediately  fent  out  canoes,  took  them 
oft'  their  wreck,  and  brought  them  alhore.  Of  the  four 
who  were  thus  faved,  one  was  fince  dead.  The  other  three, 
who  lived  to  have  this  opportunity  of  giving  an  account  of 
their  almoft  miraculous  tranfplantation,  fpokc  highly  of 
the  kind  treatment  they  here  met  with.  And  fo  well  fa- 
tisfied  were  they  with  their  fituation,  that  they  refufed  the 
offer  made  to  them  by  our  gentlemen,  at  Otnai’s  requeft,  of 
giving  them  a paffage  on  board  our  fliips,  to  rcllore  them 
to  their  native  illands.  The  fimilarity  of  manners  and  lan- 
guage, had  more  than  naturalized  them  to  this  fpot ; and 
the  frelli  connexions  which  they  had  here  formed,  and 
which  it  would  have  been  painful  to  have  broken  off,  after 
fuch  a length  of  time,  fufficiently  account  for  their  de- 
clining to  revifit  the  places  of  their  birth.  They  had  ar- 
rived upon  this  illand  at’  leall  twelve  years  ago.  For  I 
learnt  from  Mr.  Anderfon,  that  he  found  they  knew  no- 
Vo  l.  I.  D d thing 
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thing  of  Captain  Wallis’s  vifit  to  Otahcitc  in  1765;  nor  of 
fcvcral  other  memorable  occurrences,  fuch  as  the  ccnqueft 
of  Lilietea  by  thofe  of  Golabola,  which  had  preceded  the 
arrival  of  the  Europeans.  To  Mr.  Anderfon  I am  alfo  in- 
debted for  their  names,  Orououte,  Otirrcroa,  and  Tavcc; 
the  firft,  born  at  Matavai  in  Otaheite;  the  fccond,  at  Ulietea; 
and  the  third  at  Huahcine. 


The  landing  of  our  gentlemen  on  this  ifland,  though 
they  failed  in  the  objetfl  of  it,  cannot  but  be  conlidercd  as 
a very  fortunate  circumftance.  It  has  proved,  as  we  have 
i'cen,  the  means  of  bringing  to  our  knowledge  a matter  of 
fadt,  not  only  very  curious,  but  very  inflrudlivc.  The  ap- 
plication of  the  above  narrative  is  obvious.  It  will  ferve  to 
explain,  better  than  a thoufand  conjectures  of  fpeculative 
reafoners,  how  the  detached  parts  of  the  earth,  and,  in 
particular,  how  the  iflands  of  the  South  Sea,  may  have 
been  firft  peopled;  cfpccially  thofe  that  lie  remote  from 
any  inhabited  continent,  or  from  each  other*. 

* Such  accidents  as  this  here  related,  probably  happen  frequently  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  In  1696,  two  canoes,  having  on  board  thirty  perfons  of  both  fexes,  were 
drit'en,  by  contrary  winds  and  tempeftuous  weather,  on  the  ifle  of  Sanaa],  one  of  the 
Philippines,  after  being  toft  about  at  fea  feventydays,  and  having  performed  a voyage, 
from  an  ifland  called  by  them  Amorfot,  300  leagues  to  the  Eaft  of  Samal.  Five  of 
the  number  who  had  embarked,  died  of  the  hardlhips  fuffered  during  this  extraordinary 
paftage.  See  a particular  account  of  them,  and  of  the  iflands  they  belonged  to,  in 
Leitres  EMjumtn  & Curieufit,  Tom.  xv.  from  p.  196.  to  p.  215.  In  the  fame  Volume, 
from  p.  282.  to  p.  320.  wc  have  the  relation  of  a ftmilar  adventure,  in  1721*  when  two 
canoes,  one  containing  twenty-four,  ar?d  the  other  fix  perfons,  men,  women,  and 
children,  were  driven,  from  an  ifland  they  called  Farroilcp,  Northward  to  the  ifle  of 
Guam,  or  Guahan,  one  of  the  Ladroncs  or  Mariannes.  But  thefe  had  not  failed  fo 
far  as  their  countrymen,  who  reached  Samal  as  above,  and  they  had  been  at  fea  only 
twenty  days.  There  feems  to  be  no  reafon  to  doubt  the  general  authenticity  of  thefe 
two  relation*.  The  information  contained  in  the  letters  of  the  Jcfuits,  about  thefc 
{.lands,  now  known  under  the  name  of  the  Carolines,  and  difeovered  to  the  Spaniards 
bv  the  arrival  of  the  canoes  at  Samal  and  Guam,  has  been  adopted  by  all  our  later 
writers.  See  Prefident  dc  Brofte’s  Vqages  aux  Ttrrti  AuJIraUiy  Tom.  ii.  from 
n.  443.  to  p.  490.  See  alfo  the  Mdtrn  Ur.ivtrfal  Hijhry 
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This  ifland  is  called  Wateeoo  by  the  natives.  It  lies  in 
the  latitude  of  20°  1'  South,  and  in  the  longitude  201°  45' 
Eafl,  and  is  about  fix  leagues  in  circumference.  It  is  a 
beautiful  fpot,  with  a furface  compofed  of  hills  and  plains, 
and  covered  with  verdure  of  many  hues.  Our  gentlemen 
found  the  foil,  where  they  palled  the  day,  to  be  light  and 
fandy.  But  farther  up  the  country,  a different  forr,  per- 
haps, prevails;  as  we  faw  from  the  fliip,  by  the  help  of 
our  glafles,  a reddilh  cad  upon  the  rifmg  grounds.  There 
die  inhabitants  have  their  houfes;  for  we  could  perceive 
two  or  three,  which  were  long  and  fpacious.  Its  produce, 
with  the  addition  of  hogs,  we  found  to  be  the  fame  as  at 
the  Iaft  ifland  we  had  vifited,  which  the  people  of  this,  to 
whom  we  pointed  out  its  pofition,  called  Owhavarouah  ; a 
name  fo  different  from  Mangeea  Nooe  Nainaiwa,  which  we 
learnt  from  its  own  inhabitants,  that  it  is  highly  probable 
Owhavarouah  is  another  ifland. 


>777- 

ApriJ. 


From  the  circumflances  already  mentioned,  it  appears, 
that  Wateeoo  can  be  of  little  ufe  to  any  fhip  that  wants  re- 
frefhment,  unlefs  in  a cafe  of  the  moll  abfolute  neceffity. 
The  natives,  knowing  now  the  value  of  fome  of  our  com- 
modities, might  be  induced  to  bring  off  fruits  and  hogs,  to 
a fhip  flanding  off  and  on,  or  to  boats  lying  off  the  reef,  as 
ours  did.  It  is  doubtful,  however,  if  any  frefh  water  could 
be  procured.  For,  though  fome  was  brought,  in  cocoa  nut 
fhclls,  to  the  gentlemen,  they  were  told,  that  it  was  at  a 
confiderablc  dillance ; and,  probably,  it  is  only  to  be  mcc 
with  in  fome  flagnant  pool,  as  no  running  ftreara  was  any 
where  feen. 


According  to  Omai’s  report  of  what  he  learnt  in  conver- 
sation with  his  three  countrymen,  the  manners  of  thefe 
D d 2 iflandcrs. 
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' 1777-  iflandcrs,  their  method  of  treating  ftrangers,  and  their  ge- 
■ ' ncral  habits  of  life,  are  much  like  thofe  that  prevail  at 

Otaheite,  and  its  neighbouring  ifles.  Their  religious  cere- 
monies and  opinions  are  alfo  nearly  the  fame.  For,  upon 
feeing  one  man,  who  was  painted  all  over  of  a deep  black 
colour,  and  inquiring  the  reafon,  our  gentlemen  were  told, 
that  he  had  lately  been  paying  the  laft  good  offices  to  a de- 
ceased friend ; and  they  found,  that  it  was  upon  fimilar 
occafions,  the  women  cut  themfelves,  as  already  mentioned. 
From  every  circumftance,  indeed,  it  is  indubitable,  that  the 
natives  of  Wareeoo  fprung,  originally,  from  the  fame  flock, 
which  hath  fpread  itfelf  fo  wonderfully  all  over  the  im- 
menfe  extent  of  the  South  Sea.  One  would  fuppofe,  how- 
ever, that  they  put  in  their  claim  to  a more  illuftrious  ex- 
traction ; for  Omai  allured  us,  that  they  dignified  their 
ifland  with  the  appellation  of  Wenooa  no  tc  Eatooa,  that  is,  A 
land  of  gods ; cllccming  themfelves  a fort  of  divinities, 
and  poffefled  with  the  fpirit  of  the  Eatooa.  This  wild  en- 
thufiaftic  notion  Omai  feemed  much  to  approve  of,  telling 
us  there  were  inftances  of  its  being  entertained  at  Otaheite; 
, but  tliat  it  was  univcrfally  prevalent  amongft  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Mataia,  or  Ofnaburg  Ifland. 

The  language  fpoken  at  Wateeoo  was  equally  well  un- 
derftood  by  Omai,  and  byour  two  New  Zealanders.  What 
its  peculiarities  may  be,  when  compared  with  the  other 
tlialcCls,  I am  not  able  to  point  out ; for,  though  Mr.  An- 
derfon  had  taken  care  to  note  down  a fpecimen  of  it,  the 
natives,  who  made  no  diftin&ion  of  the  objects  of  their 
theft.  Hole  the  memorandum  book. 
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CHAP.  III. 

Wenooa-ette , or  Otakootaia,  vifted. — Account  of  that 
If  and,  and  of  its  Produce. — Hervey s If  and,  or  Te- 
rougge  mat  Attooa,  found  to  be  inhabited. — Tranfac- 
tions  with  the  Natives. — Their  Perfons,  Dre/s,  Lan- 
guage, Canoes. — Fruitlefs  Attempt  to  land  there. — Rea- 
Jons  for  bearing  away  for  the  Friendly  If  and s. — P ai- 
mer f on  s I fund  touched  at. — D f crip  t ion  of  the  two  , 
Places  where  the  Boats  landed. — Refrefiments  obtained 
there. — ConjeElures  on  the  Formation  of  fuch  low  Ifands. 

— Arrival  at  the  Friendly  Ifands. 

LIGHT  airs  and  calms  having  prevailed,  by  turns,  all  1777. 

the  night  of  the  3d,  the  Eaflerly  fwell  had  carried  the  . Aj>n1' 
fhips  fomc  diftancc  from  Wateeoo,  before  day-break.  Rut  Friday  4. 
as  I had  failed  in  my  object  of  procuring,  at  that  place, 
fomc  effectual  fupply,  I few  no  reafon  for  (laying  there  any 
longer.  I,  therefore,  quitted  it,  without  jegret,  and  (leered 
for  the  neighbouring  ifland,  which,  as  has  been  mentioned, 
we  difeovered  three  days  before. 

With  a gentle  breeze  at  Eafl,  we  got  up  with  it,  before 
ten  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  I immediately  difpatched 
Mr.  Gore,  with  two  boats,  to  endeavour  to  land,  and  get 
fomc  food  for  our  cattle.  As  there  feetned  to  be  no  inhabit- 
ants here  to  obilruft  our  taking  away  whatever  wc  might 
think  proper,  I was  confident  of  his  being  able  to  make 
amends  for  our  late  difeppointment,  if  the  landing  could 
1 be 
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^77-  be  efletfted.  There  was  a reef  here  furrounding  the  land, 

» — -y — j as  at  Watecoo,  and  a confidcrablc  furf  breaking  againft  the 
rocks.  Notwithftanding  which,  our  boats  nofooner  reached 
ithe  lee,  or  Weft  fide  of  the  ifland,  but  they  ventured  in,  and 
Mr.  Gore  and  his  party  got  fafe  on  fhore.  I could,  from 
the  (hip,  fee  that  they  had  fuccceded  fo  far ; and  I immedi-  - 
ately  fent  a fmall  boat  to  know  what  farther  aftiftance  was 
wanting.  She  did  not  return  till  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
moon, having  waited  to  take  in  a lading  of  what  ufeful 
produce  the  illand  afforded.  As  foon  as  (he  was  cleared, 
fhe  was  fent  again  for  another  cargo  ; the  Jolly  boat  was 
alfo  difpatchcd,  and  Mr.  Gore  was  ordered  to  be  on 
boald,  with  all  the  boats,  before  night  j which  was  com- 
plied with. 

The  fupply  obtained  here,  confided  of  about  a hundred 
cocoa  nuts  for  each  fhip  5 and  betides  this  refrefhment  for 
ourfelves,  we  got  for  our  cattle  fomc  grafs,  and  a quantity 
of  the  leaves  and  brandies  of  young  cocoa  trees,  and  of 
the  icbarra  tree,  as  it  is  called  at  Otaheite,  the  pandanus  of 
the  F.aft  Indies.  This  latter  being  of  a foft,  fpungy,  juicy 
nature,  the  cattle  cat  it  very  well,  when  cut  into  fmall 
pieces;  fo  that  it  might  be  faid,  without  any  deviation  from 
truth,  that  we  fed  them  upon  billet  wood. 

This  ifland  lies  in  the  latitude  of  19*  15'  South,  and  the 
longitude  of  201°  37'  Eaft,  about  three  or  four  leagues  from 
Watecoo,  the  inhabitants  of  which  called  it  Otakootaia  j and 
fometimes  they  fpoke  of  it  under  the  appellation  of  IVemoa- 
ette,  which  fignifics  little  ifland.  Mr.  Anderfon,  who  was 
on  fhore  with  our  party,  and  walked  round  it,  guefled  that 
it  could  not  be  much  more  than  three  miles  in  circuit, 
from  him  I alfo  learned  the  following  particulars.  The 
2 ' beach, 
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beach,  within  the  reef,  is  compofcd  of  a white  coral  fund  ; >77»- 

above  which,  the  land  within  docs  not  rife  above  fix  or  > — 
feven  feet,  and  is  covered  with  a light  reddifh  foil ; but  is 
entirely  ddlitutc  of  water. 

The  only  common  trees  found  there  were  cocoa-palms, 
of  which  there  were  fcveral  clufters ; and  vaft  numbers  of 
the  •wharra.  There  were,  likewife,  the  callophyllum,  furiana, 
guettarda,  a fpecics  of  tournr/ortia,  and  teberns  montan/c,  with  a 
few  other  fhrubs  j and  fome  of  the  etou  tree  fecn  at  Watccoo. 

A fort  of  bind  weed  over-ran  the  vacant  fpaccs  ; extrept  in 
fome  places,  where  was  found  a confidcrable  quantity  of 
trcacle-mujlard,  a fpccies  of  /purge,  with  a few  other  fmall 
plants,  and  the  morinda  citrifolia  ; the  fruit  of  which  is  eaten 
by  the  natives  of  Otaheite  in  times  of  fcarcity.  Omai,  who 
had  landed  with  the  party,  drefled  fome  of  it  for  their  din- 
ner ; but  it  proved  very  indifferent. 

The  only  bird  feen  amongfl  the  trees,  was  a beautiful 
cuckoo,  of  a chefnut  brown,  variegated  with  black,  which 
was  fliot.  But,  upon  the  fhore,  were  fome  egg-birds ; a 
fmall  fort  of  curlew ; blue  and  white  herons  ; and  great 
numbers  of  noddies  •,  which  laft,  at  this  time,  laid  their  eggs, 
a little  farther  up,  on  the  ground,  and  often  relied  on  the 
wharra  tree. 

One  of  our  people*  caught  a lizard,  of  a moll  forbidding 
afpeft,  though  fmall,  running  up  a tree ; and  many,  of  an- 
other fort,  were  feen.  The  bulhes  toward  the  fea,  were 
frequented  by  infinite  numbers  of  a fort  of  moth,  elegantly 
fpecklcd  with  red,  black,  and  white.  There  were  alfo  fe- 
veral  other  forts  of  moths,  as  well  as  fome  pretty  butter- 
flies ; and  a few  other  infers. 

Though 
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Though  there  were,  at  this  time,  no  fixed  inhabitants 
upon  the  ifland,  indubitable  marks  remained  of  its  being, 
at  lead,  occafionally  frequented.  In  particular,  a few  empty 
huts  were  found.  There  were  alfo  feveral  large  ftones 
erected,  like  monuments,  under  the  (hade  of  fome  trees ; 
and  feverjil  fpaces  inclofed  with  fmaller  ones;  where,  pro- 
bably, tl'.c  dead  had  been  buried.  And,  in  one  place,  a 
great  many  cockle-fliells,  of  a particular  fort,  finely  groov- 
ed, and  larger  than  the  fill,  were  to  be  feen ; from  which 
it  was  realonable  to  conjecture,  that  the  ifland  had  been 
vifited  by  perfons  who  feed,  partly,  on  (hell-fifh.  In  one  of 
the  huts,  Mr.  Gore  left  a hatchet,  and  fome  nails,  to  the  full 
value  of  what  wc  took  away. 

As  foon  as  the  boats  were  hoified  in,  I made  fail  again  to 
the  northward,  with  a light  air  of  wind  Eaftcrly;  intend- 
ing to  try  our  fortune  at  1-Icrvcy’s  Ifland,  which  was  difeo- 
vered  in  1773,  during  my  laft  voyage*.  Although  it  was 
not  above  fifteen  leagues  didanr,  yet  we  did  not  get  fight  of 
it  till  day-break  in  the  morning  of  the  6th,  when  it  bore 
Weft  South  Weft,  at  the  diftance  of  about  three  leagues. 
As  we  drew  near  it,  at  eight  o’clock,  wc  obferved  feveral 
canoes  put  off  from  the  fhorc ; and  they  came  dirctftly  to- 
ward the  Ihips.  This  was  a fight  that,  indeed,  furprized 
me,  as  no  figns  of  inhabitants  were  fc-cn  when  the  ifland 
was  firft  difeovered ; which  might  be  owing  to  a pretty 
brilk  wind  that  then  blew,  and  prevented  their  canoes  ven- 
turing out,  as  the  fhips  palled  to  leeward;  whereas  now  we 
were  to  windward. 


* Sec  Captain  Cook’s  Voysgc,  Vol.  i.  p.  190.  where  this  ifland  is  faid  to  be  about 
/lx  leagues  in  circuit. 
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As  we  ftill  kept  on  toward  the  illand,  fix  or  feven  of  the  XP7; 

' April. 

canoes,  all  double  ones,  foon  came  near  us.  There  were,  ' — -v — > 
from  three  to  fix  men,  in  each  of  them.  They  flopped  at 
the  diftance  of  about  a ftonc’s  throw  from  the  Ship ; and  it 
was  fome  time  before  Omai  could  prevail  upon  them  to 
come  along-fide;  but  no  intreaties  could  induce  any  of 
them  to  venture  on  board.  Indeed  their  diforderly  and  cla- 
morous behaviour,  by  no  means  indicated  a difpolition  to 
truft  us,  or  treat  us  well.  We  afterward  learnt  that  they 
had  attempted  to  take  fome  oars  out  of  the  Difcovcry’s  boat, 
that  lay  along-fide,  and  ftruck  a man  who  endeavoured  to 
prevent  them.  They  alfo  cut  away,  with  a (hell,  a net 
with  meat,  which  hung  over  that  fhip’s  ftern,  and  abso- 
lutely refufed  to  reftore  it  * though  wc,  afterward,  pur- 
chafed  it  from  them.  Thofe  who  were  about  our  (hip,  be- 
haved in  the  fame  daring  manner ; for  they  made  a fort  of 
hook,  of  a long  flick,  with  which  they  endeavoured,  open- 
ly, to  rob  us  of  fcvcral  things ; and,  at  laft,  actually  got  a 
frock  belonging  to  one  of  our  people,  that  was  towing 
over-board.  At  the  fame  time,  they  immediately  fhewed  a 
knowledge  of  bartering,  and  fold  fome  fifh  they  had 
(amongft  which  was  an  extraordinary  flounder,  Spotted  like 
porphyry;  and  a cream-coloured  eel,  Spotted  with  black), 
for  Small  nails,  of  which  they  were  immoderately  fond,  and 
called  them  goarc.  But,  indeed,  they  caught,  with  the 
greateft  avidity,  bits  of  paper,  or  any  thing  clfe  that  was 
thrown  to  them;  and  if  what  was  thrown  fell  into  the 
fea,  they  made  no  fcruplc  to  fwim  after  it. 

Thefc  people  feemed  to  differ  as  much  in  perfon,  as  in 
difpofition,  from  the  natives  of  Watecoo ; though  the  dis- 
tance between  the  two  illands  is  not  very  great.  Their  co- 
lour was  of  a deeper  call ; and  Several  had  a fierce,  rugged 
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*777»  afpcft,  refembling  the  natives  of  New  Zealand ; but  fome 
- ./  were  fairer.  They  had  ftrong  black  hair,  which,  in  general, 
they  wore  either  hanging  loofe  about  the  flioulders,  or  tied 
in  a bunch  on  the  crown  of  the  head.  Some,  however,  had 
it  cropped  pretty  fliort ; and,  in  two  or  three  of  them,  it 
was  of  a brown,  or  reddiflr  colour.  Their  only  covering 
was  a narrow  piece  of  mat,  wrapt  feveral  times  round  the 
lower  part  of  the  body,  and  which  palled  between  the 
thighs;  but  a fine  cap  of  red  feathers  was  feen  lying  in 
one  of  the  canoes.  The  Ihell  of  a pearl-oyfter  polilhed,  and 
hung  about  the  neck,  was  the  only  ornamental  falhion  that 
we  obferved  amongft  them ; for  not  one  of  them  had  adopted 
that  mode  of  ornament,  fo  generally  prevalent  amongft  the 
natives  of  this  Ocean,  of  puncturing,  or  tatooing  their  bodies. 

Though  lingular  in  this,  we  had  the  molt  unequivocal 
proofs  of  their  being  of  the  fame  common  race.  Their 
language  approached  Hill  nearer  to  the  dialctfl  of  Otaheite, 
than  that  of  Wateeoo,  or  Mangeea.  Like  the  inhabitants 
of  thefe  two  illands,  they  inquired  from  whence  our  lhips 
came ; and  whither  bound  ; who  was  our  Chief ; the  num- 
ber of  our  men  on  board ; and  even  the  Ihip's  name.  And 
they  very  readily  anfwered  fuch  queftions  as  we  propofed 
to  them.  , Amongft  other  things,  they  told  us,  they  had  feen 
two  great  (hips,  like  ours,  before ; but  that  they  had  not 
fpoken  with  them  as  they  failed  pall.  There  can  be  no 
doubt,  that  thefe  were  the  Refolution  and  Adventure.  We 
learnt  from  them,  that  the  name  of  their  illand  is  Te- 
rouggemou  Atooa ; and  that  they  were  fubjccT  to  Teere- 
vatoocah,  king  of  Wateeoo  *•  According  to  the  account 

* The  reader  will  obferve,  that  this  name  bears  little  affinity  to  any  one  of  the 
names  of  the  three  Chiefs  of  Wateeoo,  as  preferved  by  Mr.  Andcrfon, 
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that  they  gave,  their  articles  of  food  are  cocoa-nuts,  filh, 
and  turtle;  the  illand  not  producing  plantains,  or  bread- 
fruit; and  being  deftitute  of  hogs  and  dogs.  Their  canoes, 
of  which  near  thirty  were,  at  one  time,  in  fight,  arc  pretty 
large,  and  well  built.  In  the  conftrudtion  of  the  Hern,  they 
bear  fome  refemblancc  to  thofe  of  Watccoo ; and  the  head 
projects  out  nearly  in  the  fame  manner ; but  the  extremity 
is  turned  up  inftead  of  down. 

Having  but  very  little  wind,  it  was  one  o'clock  before  we 
drew  near  the  North  Weft  part  of  the  illand  ; the  only  part 
where  there  feemed  to  be  any  probability  of  finding  an- 
chorage for  our  Ihips,  or  a landing-place  for  our  boats.  In 
this  pofition,  I fent  Lieutenant  King,  with  two  armed  boats, 
to  found  and  reconnoitre  the  coaft,  while  we  Hood  off  and  on 
with  the  Ihips.  The  inftant  the  boats  were  hoillcd  out,  our 
vifiters  in  the  canoes,  who  had  remained  along-fide  all  the 
while,  bartering  their  little  trifles,  fufpended  their  traffic, 
and,  pufhing  for  the  ffiore  as  fall  as  they  could,  came  near 
us  no  more. 

At  three  o’clock,  the  boats  returned;  and  Mr.  King  in- 
formed me,  “ That  there  was  no  anchorage  for  the  Ihips ; 
and  that  the  boats  could  only  land  on  the  outer  edge  of  the 
reef,  which  lay  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  dry 
land.  He  faid,  that  a number  of  the  natives  ,came  down 
upon  the  reef,  armed  with  long  pikes  and  clubs,  as  if  they 
intended  to  oppofe  his  landing.  And  yet,  when  he  drew 
near  enough,  they  threw  fome  cocoa-nuts  to  our  people, 
and  invited  them  to  come  on  ffiore  ; though,  at  the  very 
fame  time,  he  obferved  that  the  women  were  very  bufy 
bringing  down  a freffi  fupply  of  fpears  and  darts.  But,  as 
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he  had  no  motive  to  land,  he  did  not  give  them  an  oppor- 
tunity to  ufe  them.” 

Having  received  this  report,  I confidered,  that,  as  the  fhips 
could  not  be  brought  to  an  anchor,  we  fhould  find  that  the 
attempt  to  procure  grafs  here,  would  occafion  much  delay, 
as  well  as  be  attended  with  fome  danger.  BeGdes,  we 
were  equally  in  want  of  water ; and  though  the  inhabitants 
had  told  us,  that  there  was  water  on  their  ifland,  yet  we 
neither  knew  in  what  quantity,  nor  from  what  difiance,  we 
might  be  obliged  to  fetch  it.  And,  after  all,  fuppofing  no 
other  obftrudtion,  we  were  fure,  that  to  get  over  the  reef, 
would  be  an  operation  equally  difficult  and  tedious. 

Being  thus  difappointed  at  all  the  iflands  we  had  met 
with,  fince  our  leaving  New  Zealand,  and  the  unfavourable 
winds,  and  other  unforefeen  circumftanccs,  having  unavoid- 
ably retarded  our  progrefs  fo  much,  it  was  now  impof- 
fible  to  think  of  doing  any  thing  this  year,  in  the  high  lati- 
tudes of  the  Northern  hcmifpherc,  from  which  we  were  ftill 
at  fo  groat  a diftance,  though  the  fcafon  for  our  operations 
there  was  already  begun.  In  thislituation,  it  was  abfolutcly 
neccffary  to  purfue  fuch  meafures  as  were  moll  likely  to 
preferve  the  cattle  we  had  on  board,  in  the  firft  place  ; and, 
in  the  next  place  (which  was  ftill  a more  capital  objefl),  to 
fave  the  ftores  and  proviGons  of  the  fhips,  that  we  might 
be  better  enabled  to  profecute  our  Northern  difeoveries, 
which  could  not  now  commence  till  a year  later  than  was 
orginally  intended. 

If  I had  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  have  procured  a fupply  of 
water,  and  of  grafs,  at  any  of  the  iflands  we  had  lately  viGted, 
it  was  my  purpofe  to  have  flood  back  to  the  South,  till  I 
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had  met  with  a Wefterly  wind.  But  the  certain  confequcnce  'A^?j 

of  doing  this,  without  fuch  a fupply,  would  have  been  the  ' ' 

lofs  of  all  the  cattle,  before  we  could  poilibly  reach  Ota- 
heite,  without  gaining  any  one  advantage,  with  regard  to 
the  great  objedl  of  our  voyage. 

I,  therefore,  determined  to  bear  away  for  the  Friendly 
Blands,  where  I was  fure  of  meeting  with  abundance  of 
every  thing  I wanted  : and  it  being  ncceffiiry  to  run  in  the 
night,  as  well  as  in  the  day,  I ordered  Captain  Clerke  to 
keep  about  a league  ahead  of  the  Refolution.  I ufed  this 
precaution,  bccaufe  his  fliip  could  beft  claw  off  the  land  ; 
and  it  was  very  poiUble  we  might  fall  in  with  fomc,  in  our 
paflage. 

The  longitude  of  Hervey’s  Bland,  when  firft  difeovered, 
deduced  from  Otaheite,  by  the  time-keeper,  was  found  to 
be  201°  6'  Fall,  and  now,  by  the  fame  time-keeper,  deduced 
from  Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound,  200°  56'  Eall.  Hence  I con- 
clude, that  the  error  of  the  time-keeper,  at  this  time,  did 
not  exceed  twelve  miles  in  longitude. 

When  we  bore  away,  I fleered  Weft  by  South,  with  a fine 
breeze  Eaftcrly.  I propofed  to  proceed  firft  to  Middleburgh, 
orEooa;  thinking,  if  the  wind  continued  favourable,  that 
we  had  food  enough  on  board,  for  the  cattle,  to  lad  till  we 
fhould  reach  that  ifland.  But,  about  noon,  next  day,  thofe  Monday  7. 
faint  breezes,  that  had  attended  and  retarded  us  fo  long, 
again  returned ; and  I'found  it  neceflary  to  haul  more  to  the 
North,  to  get  into  the  latitude  of  Palmerfton’s  and  Savage 
Blands,  difeovered  in  1774,  during  n;y  laft  voyage*j  that,  if 
neccflity  required  it,  we  might  have  recourfe  to  them. 


* See  Cook’s  Voyage,  VoL  ii.  p.  2,  3. 
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Thurfdayio. 


Friday  II. 


Sunday  13. 


felon  tidy  14. 


This  day,  in  order  to  fave  our  water,  I ordered  the  ftill  to 
be  kept  at  work,  from  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning  to  four 
in  the  afternoon;  during  which  time,  we  procured  from 
thirteen  to  fixteen  gallons  of  frelh  water.  There  has  been 
lately  made  fomc  improvement,  as  they  are  pleafed  to  call 
it,  of  this  machine,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  much  for  the 
worfe. 

Thefe  light  breezes  continued  till  the  ioth,  when  we  had, 
for  fome  hours,  the  wind  blowing  frcfh  from  the  North, 
and  North  North  Weft  ; being  then  in  the  latitude  of  iS°  38', 
and  longitude  198°  24'  Eaft.  In  the  afternoon,  we  had  fome 
thunder  fquaHs  from  the  South,  attended  with  heavy  rain; 
of  which  water,  we  cohered  enough  to  fill  five  puncheons. 
After  thefe  fqualls  had  blown  over,  the  wind  came  round 
to  the  North  Eaft,  and  North  Weft;  being  very  unfcttlcd 
both  in  ftrength  anti  in  pofition,  till  about  noon  the  next  day, 
when  it  fixed  at  North  Weft,  and  North  North  Weft,  and 
blew  a frclh  breeze,  with  fair  weather. 

Thus  were  we  pcrfecuted  with  a wind  in  our  teeth,  which- 
ever way  we  directed  our  courfe ; and  we  had  the  additional 
mortification  to  find  here,  thofe  very  winds,  which  we  had 
reafon  to  expect  S°  or  10°  farther  South.  They  came  too 
late } for  I durft  not  truft  their  continuance;  and  the  event 
proved  that  I judged  right. 

At  length,  at  day-break,  in  the  morning  of  the  13th,  wc 
faw  Palmerfton  Itland,  bearing  Weft  by  South,  diftant  about 
five  leagues.  However,  we  did  not  get  up  with  it,  till  eight 
o’clock  the  next  morning.  . 1 then  fent  four  boats,  three 
from  the  Rcfolution,  and  one  from  the  DifcovCry,  with  an 
officer  in  each,  to  fearch  the  coaft  for  the  moil  convenient 
landing-place.  For,  now,  wc  were  under  an  abfolute  nccef- 
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fity  of  procuring,  from  this  ifland,  fome  food  for  the  cattle  5 J77J’ 

othervvife  we  mull  have  loft  them.  ' — • 

What  is  comprehended  under  the  name  of  Palmerfton’s 
Ifland,  is  a group  of  fmall  iflots,  of  which  there  are,  in 
the  whole,  nine  or  ten,  lying  in  a circular  direction,  and 
connected  together  by  a reef  of  coral  rocks.  The  boats  firft 
examined  the  South  Eafternmoftof  the  iflots  which  compofe 
this  group;  and,  failing  there,  ran  down  to  the  fecond, 
where  we  had  the  flitisfaction  to  fee  them  land.  I then 
bore  down  with  the  (hips,  till  abreaft  of  the  place,  and 
there  we  kept  (landing  o(F  and  on.  For  no  bottom  was  to 
be  found  to  anchor  upon ; which  was  not  of  much  confe- 
quence,  as  the  party  who  had  landed  from  our  boats,  were 
the  only  human  beings  upon  the  ifland. 

About  one  o'clock,  one  of  the  boats  came  on  board,  laden 
with  feurvy-grafsand  young  cocoa-nut  trees  ; which,  at  this 
time,  was  a feaft  for  the  cattle.  The  fame  boat  brought  a 
meflage  from  Mr.  Gore,  who  commanded  the  party,  in- 
forming me,  that  there  was  plenty  of  fuch  produce  upon 
the  ifland,  as  alfo  of  the  •wharra  tree,  and  fome  cocoa-nuts. 

This  determined  me  to  get  a good  fupply  of  thefe  articles, 
before  I quitted  this  ftacion  ; and,  before  evening,  I went 
a(hpre  in  a fmall  boat,  accompanied  by  Captain  Clerke. 

We  found  every  body  hard  at  work,  and  the  landing 
place  to  be  in  a fmall  creek,  formed  by  the  reef,  of  fome- 
thing  more  than  a boat’s  length  in  every  direction,  and  co- 
vered from  the  force  of  the  fca,  by  rocks  projecting  out  on 
each  fide  of  it.  The  ifland  is  fcarccly  a mile  in  circuit ; and 
not  above  three  feet  higher  than  the  level  of  the  fea.  It  ap- 
peared to  be  compofed  entirely  of  a coral  fand,  with  a fmall 
mixture  of  blackifli  mould,  produced  from  rotten  vege- 
tables. 


Digitized  by  Google 


i6 


A VOYAGE  TO 


tables.  Notwithllanding  this  poor  foil,  it  is  covered  with 
— > — j trees  and  bullies  of  the  fame  kind  as  at  Wenooa-ette,  though 
with  lefs  variety ; and  amongft  thefe  are  fome  cocoa-palms. 
Upon  the  trees  or  bufhes  that  front  the  fea,  or  even  farther 
in,  we  found  a great  number  of  men  of  war  birds,  Tropic 
birds,  and  two  forts  of  boobies,  which,  at  this  time,  were 
laying  their  eggs,  and  fo  tame,  that  they  fullered  us  to  take 
them  off  with  our  hands.  Their  nefts  were  only  a few 
flicks  loofely  put  together ; and  the  Tropic  birds  laid  their 
eggs  on  the  ground,  under  the  trees.  Thefe  differ  much  from 
the  common  fort,  being  entirely  of  a moll  fplcndid  white, 
llightly  tinged  with  red,  and  having  the  two  long  tail-fea- 
thers of  a deep  crimfon  or  blood  colour.  Of  each  fort,  our 
people  killed  a confiderablc  number  ; and,  though  not  the 
moll  delicate  food,  they  were  acceptable  enough  to  us  who 
had  been  long  confined  to  a fait  diet,  and  who,  confe- 
quently,  could  not  but  be  glad  of  the  moll  indifferent  va- 
riety. We  met  with  vail  numbers  of  red  crabs,  creeping 
about,  every  where  amongft  the  trees ; and  we  caught  feve- 
ral  filh  that  had  been  left  in  holes  upon  the  reef,  when  the 
fea  retired. 

At  one  part  of  the  reef,  which  looks  into,  or  bounds,  the 
lake  that  is  within,  there  was  a large  bed  of  coral,  almoft 
even  with  the  furface,  which  afforded,  perhaps,  one  of  the 
mod  enchanting  profpetts,  that  Nature  has,  any  where, 
produced.  Its  bafe  was  fixed  to  the  Ihore,  but  reached  fo 
far  in,  that  it  could  not  be  feen ; fo  that  it  feemed  to  be  fu- 
fpended  in  the  water,  which  deepened  fo  l'uddenly,  that,  at 
the  diftancc  of  a few  yards,  there  might  be  fcven  or  eight 
fathoms.  The  fea  was,  at  this  time,  quite  unruffled ; and 
the  fun,  Ihining  bright,  expofed  the  various  forts  of  coral, 
in  the  moll  beautiful  order ; fome  parts  branching  into  the 
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water  with  great  luxuriance  ; others,  lying  collected  in  •???• 

round  balls,  and  in  various  other  figures  ; all  which  were  < — > 

greatly  heightened  by  fpangles  of  the  richcfl  colours,  that 
glowed  from  a number  of  large  clams,  which  were  every 
where  interfperfed.  But  the  appearance  of  thefe  was  ftill 
inferior  to  that  of  the  multitude  of  fiflics,  that  glided  gently 
along,  feemingly  with  the  moll  perfect  fecurity.  The  co- 
lours of  the  different  forts  were  the  moll  beautiful  that  can 
be  imagined ; the  yellow,  blue,  red,  black,  &c.  far  exceed- 
ing any  thing  that  art  can  produce.  Their  various  forms, 
alfo,  contributed  to  increafc  the  richnefs  of  this  fubmarinc 
grotto,  which  could  not  be  furveyed  without  a pleafing 
tranfport,  mixed,  however,  with  regret,  that  a work,  fo  llu- 
pendoufly  elegant,  fhoultl  be  concealed,  in  a place  where 
mankind  could  feldom  have  an  opportunity  of  rendering 
the  praife's  juftly  due  to  fo  enchanting  a feene. 

There  were  no  traces  of  inhabitants  having  ever  been 
here  ; if  we  except  a fmall  piece  of  a canoe  that  was  found 
upon  the  beach ; which,  probably,  may  have  drifted  from 
fomc  other  ifland.  But,  what  is  pretty  extraordinary,  we 
faw  fcvcral  fmall  brown  rats  on  this  fpot ; a circumftance, 
perhaps,  difficult  to  account  for,  unlefs  we  allow  that  they 
were  imported  in  the  canoe  of  which  we  faw  the  remains. 

After  the  boats  were  laden,  I returned  on  board,  leaving 
Mr.  Gore,  with  a party,  to  pafs  the  night  on  fliore,  in  order 
to  be  ready  logo  to  work  early  the  next  morning. 

That  day,  being  the  tjth,  was  accordingly  fpent,  as  the  Tucfday  tj; 
preceding  one  had  been,  in  colleifting,  and  bringing  on 
board,  food  for  the  cattle,  confiding  chiefly  of  palm-cab- 
bage, young  cocoa-nut  trees,  and  the  tender  branches  of 
the  -wharra  tree.  Having  got  a fufiicient  fupply  of  thefe, 
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by  funfet,  I ordered  every  body  on  board.  But  having  little 
or  no  wind,  I determined  to  wait,  and  to  employ  the  next 
day,  by  endeavouring  to  get  fome  cocoa-nuts  for  our  people, 
from  the  next  ifland  to  leeward,  where  we  could  obferve 
that  thofe  trees  were  in  much  greater  abundance,  than  upon 
that  where  we  had  already  landed,  and  where  only  the 
wants  of  our  cattle  had  been  relieved. 

With  this  view,  I kept  Handing  off  and  on,  all  night; 
and,  in  the  morning,  between  eight  and  nine  o’clock,  I 
went  with  the  boats  to  the  Weft  fide  of  the  ifland,  and 
landed  with  little  difficulty.  I immediately  fet  the  people 
with  me  to  work,  to  gather  cocoa-nuts,  which  we  found  in- 
great abundance.  But  to  get  them  to  our  boats  was  a tedi- 
ous operation  ; for  we  were  obliged  to  carry  them  at  lcaft 
half  a mile  over  the  reef,  up  to  the  middle  in  water.  Omai, 
who  was  with  me,  caught,  with  a fcoop  net,  in  a very  feort 
time,  as  much  fiffi  as  ferved  the  whole  party  on  fhore  for 
dinner,  beftdes  fending  fome  to  both  ffiips.  Here  were  alfo 
great  abundance  of  birds,  particularly  men-of-war  and 
Tropic  birds  ; fo  that  we  fared  fumptuoufly.  And  it  is  but 
doing  juftice  to  Omai  to  fay,  that,  in  thefe  excurfions  to 
the  uninhabited  iflands,  he  was  of  the  greateft  ufc.  For  he 
not  only  caught  the  fiffi,  but  dreffed  thefe,  and  the  birds  we 
killed,  in  an  oven,  with  heated  ftones,  after  the  faffiion  of 
his  country,  with  a dexterity  and  good-humour  that  did 
him  great  credit.  The  boats  made  two  trips,  before  night, 
well  laden ; with  the  laft,  I returned  on  board,  leaving  Mr. 
Williamfon,  my  third  Lieutenant,  with  a party  of  men,  to 
prepare  another  lading  for  the  boats  which  I propofed  to 
fend  next  morning. 

I,  accordingly,  difpatched  them  at  feven  o'clock,  and  they 
returned  laden  by  noon.  No  time  was  loft  in  fending  them 

back 


_ 


;le 


THE  PACIFIC  OCEAN. 


sip 


back  for  another  cargo;  and  they  carried  orders  for  every  ^777- 
body  to  be  on  board  by  funfct.  This  being  complied  with,  « — » — 
we  hoifted  in  the  boats  and  made  fail  to  the  Weftward,  with 
a light  air  of  wind  from  the  North. 

We  found  this  iflot  near  a half  larger  than  the  other, 
and  almoft  entirely  covered  with  cocoa-palms ; the  greateft 
part  of  which  abounded  with  excellent  nuts,  having,  often, 
both  old  and  young  on  the  fame  tree.  They  were,  in- 
deed, too  thick,  in  many  places,  to  grow  with  freedom. 

The  other  productions  were,  in  general,  the  fame  as  at  the 
firft  iflot.  Two  pieces  of  board,  one  of  which  was  rudely 
carved,  with  an  elliptical  paddle,  were  found  on  the  beach. 
Probably,  thefe  had  belonged  to  the  fame  canoe,  the  remains 
of  which  were  feen  on  the  other  beach,  as  the  two  iflots  are 
not  above  half  a mile  apart.  A young  turtle  had  alfo  been 
lately  thrown  afhorc  here,  as  it  was  ftill  full  of  maggots. 

There  were  fewer  crabs  than  at  the  lad  place  ; but  we  found 
fome  fcorpions,  a few  other  infers,  and  a greater  number 
of  fifli  upon  the  reefs.  Amongft  thefe  were  fome  large 
eels,  beautifully  fpotted,  which,  when  followed,  would  raife 
thcmfelves  out  of  the  water,  and  endeavour,  with  an  open 
mouth,  to  bite  their  purfuers.  The  other  forts  were,  chiefly, 
parrot-fifli,  fnappers,  and  a brown  fpotted  rock- fifli,  about 
■the  fizc  of  a haddock,  fo  tame,  that,  inftcad  of  fwimming 
away,  it  would  remain  fixed,  and  gaze  at  us.  Had  we  been 
in  abfolute  want,  a fuflicicnt  fupply  might  have  been  had; 
for  thoufands  of  the  clams,  already  mentioned,  ftuck  upon 
the  reef,  fome  of  which  weighed  two  or  three  pounds.  There 
were,  befides,  fome  other  forts  of  fhcll-fifli;  particularly, 
the  large  periwinkle.  When  the  tide  flowed,  fevcral  fliarks 
came  in,  over  tire  reef,  fome  of  which  our  people  killed; 
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but  they  rendered  it  rather  dangerous  to  walk  in  the  water 
*■  — — 1 at  that  time. 

The  party  who  were  left  on  fhore  with  Mr.  Williamfon. 
•were  a good  deal  pelleted  (as  Mr.  Gore's  had  been)  with 
mufquitoes,  in  the  night.  Some  of  them,  in  their  cxcur- 
fions,  fliot  two  curlews,  cxartly  like  thofe  of  England ; and 
faw  fome  plovers,  or  fand-pipers,  upon  the  fhore ; but,  in  the 
wood,  no  other  bird,  bcfidcs  one  or  two  of  the  cuckoos  that 
were  fecn  at  Wcnooa-ette. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  did  not  fpend  our  time  unprofitably 
at  this  la  ft  iflot ; for  we  got  there  about  twelve  hundred 
cocoa-nuts,  which  were  equally  divided  amongft  the  whole 
crew  ■,  and  were,  doubtlefs,  of  great  ufe  to  them,  both  on 
account  of  the  juice  and  of.  the  kernel.  A fhip,  therefore, 
palling  this  way,  if  the  weather  be  moderate,  may  expert 
to  fucceed  as  we  did.  But  there  is  no  water  upon  cither  of 
the  illots  where  wc  landed.  Were  that  article  to  be  had,  and 
a pafiage  could  be  got  into  the  lake,  as  we  may  call  it,  fur- 
rounded  by  the  reef,  where  a Ihip  could  anchor,  1 Ihould 
prefer  this  to  any  of  the  inhabited  iftands,  if  the  only  want 
were  refrelhmenr.  For  the  quantity  of  filh  that  might  be 
procured,  would  be  fufficient ; and  the  people  might  roam 
about,  unmolcftcd  by  the  petulance  of  any  inhabitants. 

The  nine  or  ten  low  illots,  comprehended  under  the  name 
of  Palmerfton’s  Ifland,  may  be  reckoned  the  heads  or  fum- 
mits  of  the  reef  of  coral  rock,  that  connerts  them  together, 
covered  only  with  a thin  coat  of  fand,  yet  clothed,  as  al- 
ready obferved,  with  trees  and  plants,  mod  of  which  arc  of 
the  fame  forts  that  are  found  on  the  low  grounds  of  the  high 
lflands  of  this  ocean. 
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There  are  different  opinions,  amongft  ingenious  theories,  w. 
concerning  the  formation  of  fuch  low  illands  as  Palmer-  ' — . — -» 
lion's.  Some  will  have  it,  that,  in  remote  times,  thefe  little 
feparate  heads  or  iflots  were  joined,  and  formed  one  conti- 
nued and  more  elevated  tratft  of  land,  which  the  fea,  in  the 
revolution  of  ages,  has  wafhed  away,  leaving  only  the 
higher  grounds;  which,  in  time,  alfo,  will,  according  to 
this  theory,  fliare  the  fame  fate.  Another  conjc&ure  is, 
that  they  have  been  thrown  up  by  earthquakes,  and  are  the 
effect  of  internal  convulfions  of  the  globe.  A third  opinion, 
and  which  appears  to  me  as  the  mod  probable  one,  main- 
tains, that  they  are  formed  from  fhoals,  or  coral  banks,  and, 
of  confequencc,  incrcafing.  Without  mentioning  the  feve- 
ral  arguments  made  ufc  of  in  fupport  of  each  of  thefe 
fyllems,  I Ihall  only  deferibe  fuch  parts  of  Palmerfton’a 
liland,  as  fell  under  my  own  obfervation  when  I landed, 
upon  it. 

The  foundation  is,  every  where,  a coral  rock ; the  foil 
is  coral  fand,  with  which  the  decayed  vegetables  have,  but 
in  a few  places,  intermixed,  fo  as  to  form  any  thing  like 
mould.  From  this,  a very  flrong  prefumption  may  be 
drawn,  that  thefe  little  fpots  of  land,  are  not  of  very  an- 
cient date,  nor  the  remains  of  larger  iflands  now  buried  in 
the  ocean.  For,  upon,  either  of  thefe  fuppofitions,  more 
mould  mull  have  been  formed,  or  fome  part  of  the  original 
foil  would  have  remained.  Another  circumftance  con- 
firmed this  doiilrine  of  the  increafe  of  thefe  ifiots.  We 
found  upon  them,  far  beyond  the  prefent  reach  of  the 
lea,  even  in  the  moll  violent  llorms,  elevated  coral  rocks,, 
which,  on  examination,  appeared  to  have  been  perforated,, 
in  the  fame  manner  that  the  rocks  are,  that  now  compofe 
the  outer  edge  of  the  reef.  This  evidently  Ihews,  that  the 
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fea  had  formerly  reached  fo  far;  and  fome  of  thefe  perfo- 
rated rocks  were  almoft  in  the  centre  of  the  land. 

But  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  the  increafe,  and  from  the  caufe 
we  have  affigned,  was  the  gentle  gradation  obfervable  in 
the  plants  round  the  fkirts  of  the  iflands ; from  within  a 
few  inches  of  high-water  mark,  to  the  edge  of  the  wood. 
In  many  places,  the  diviGons  of  the  plants,  of  different 
growths,  were  very  diftinguifhable,  efpecially  on  the  lee,  or 
well-fide.  This,  I apprehend,  to  have  been  the  operation 
of  extraordinary  high  tides,  occaGoned  by  violent,  accidental 
gales  from  the  Weftward  ; which  have  heaped  up  the  fand 
beyond  the  reach  of  common  tides.  The  regular  and  gentle 
operation  of  thefe  latter,  again,  throw  up  fand  enough  to 
form  a barrier  againft  the  next  extraordinary  high  tide,  or 
florm,  fo  as  to  prevent  its  reaching  as  far  as  the  former 
had  done,  and  deftroying  the  plants  that  may  have  begun 
to  vegetate  from  cocoa-nuts,  roots,  and  feed  brought  thither 
by  birds,  or  thrown  up  by  the  fea.  This,  doubtlefs,  hap- 
pens very  frequently ; for  we  found  many  cocoa-nuts,  and 
fome  other  things,  juft  fprouting  up,  only  a few  inches 
beyond  where  the  fea  reaches  at  prefent,  in  places  where, 
it  was  evident,  they  could  not  have  had  their  origin  from 
thofe,.  farther  in,  already  arrived  at  their  full  growth.  At 
the  fame  time,  the  increafe  of  vegetables  will  add  fall  to 
the  height  of  this  new-created  land;  as  the  fallen  leaves, 
and  broken  branches,  are,  in  fuch  a climate,  foon  con- 
verted into  a true  black  mould,  or  foil  *. 

Perhaps 

* Mr.  Andcrfpn,  in  his  [journal,  mentions  the  following  particulars,  rela- 
tive to  Palmerfton’s  Ifland,  wiych  ftrongly  confirm  Captain  Cook's  opinion  about 
, ks  formation.  44  On  the  laft  of  the  two  iflots,  where  wc  landed,  the  trees,  being  in 
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Perhaps  there  is  another  caufe,  whicl),  if  allowed,  will 
accelerate  the  increafe  of  thefe  iflands  as  much  as  any  other;  v. — ■ — 
and  will  alfo  account  for  the  fca  having  receded  from  thofe 
elevated  rocks  before-mentioned.  This  is,  the  fpreading  of 
the  coral  bank,  or  reef,  into  the  fea  ; which,  in  my  opi- 
nion, is  continually,  though  imperceptibly,  afle&ed.  The 
waves  receding,  as  the  reef  grows  in  breadth  and  height, 
leave  a dry  rock  behind, ^ ready  for  the  reception  of  the 
broken  coral  and  fand,  and  every  other  depofit  neceflary 
for  the  formation  of  land  fit  for  the  vegetation  of  plants. 

In  this  manner,  there  is  little  doubt,  that,  in  time,  the 
whole  reef  will  become  one  ifland ; and,  I think,  it  will  ex- 
tend gradually  inward,  either  from  the  increafe  of  the 
iflots  already  formed  ; or  from  the  formation  of  new  ones, 
upon  the  beds  of  coral,  within  the  inclofed  lake,  if  once 
they  increafe  fo  as  to  rife  above  the  level  of  the  fea. 

After  leaving  Palmerfton’s  Ifland,  1 fleered  Weft,  with  a 
view  to  make  the  beft  of  my  way  to  Annamooka.  We  ftill 
continued  to  have  variable  winds,  frequently  between  the 
North  and  Weft,  with  fqualls,  fome  thunder,  and  much 
rain.  During  thefe  fhowers,  which  were,  generally,  very 
copious,  we  faved  a confidcrablc  quantity  of  water;  and 
finding  that  wc  could  get  a greater  fupply  by  the  rain,  in 

w great  numbers,  had  already  formed,  by  their  rotten  parts,  little  rifings  or  eminences, 

M which,  in  time,  from  the  fame  caufe,  may  become  fmall  hills.  Whereas,  on  the  firft 
“ iflot,  the  trees  being  lefs  numerous,  no  fuch  thing  had,  as  yet,  happened.  Nevcrthe- 
u lefs,  on  that  little  fpot,  the  manner  of  formation  was  more  plainly  pointed  out. 
u For,  adjoining  to  it,  was  a fmall  ifle,  which  had,  doubtlefs,  been  very  lately  formed  ; 

4*  as  it  was  not,  as  yet,  covered  with  any  trees,  but  had  a great  many  flirubs,  fome 
“ of  which  were  growing  among  pieces  of  coral  that  the  fca  had  thrown  up.  There 
was  dill  a more  fure  proof  of  this  method  of  formation  a little  farther  on,  where 
“ two  patches  of  fand,  about  fifty  yards  long,  and  a foot  or  eighteen  inches  high, 

41  lay  upon  the  reef,  but  not,  as  yet,  furniflied  with  a finglc  bulb,  or  tree.” 

one 
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wj-  one  hour,  than  tve  could  get  by  diflillation  in  a month,  I laid 

< — ' afide  the  flill,  as  a thing  attended  with  more  trouble  than 

profit. 

The  heat,  which  had  been  great  for  about  a month, 
became  now  much  more  difagrecable  in  this  clofe  rainy 
weather  j and,  from  the  moifture  attending  it,  threatened 
foon  to  be  noxious  ; as  the  (hips  could  not  be  kept  dry,  nor 
the  flcuttles  open,  for  the  fea.  However,  it  is  remarkable 
enough,  that  though  the  only  refrefhment  we  had  received 
fincc  leaving  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  was  that  at  New  Zea- 
land ; there  was  not,  as  yet,  a Angle  perfon,  on  board,  lick, 
from  the  conftant  ufe  of  fait  food,  or  viciflitude  of  climate. 

Thnrfday  24.  In  the  night  between  the  24th  and  25th  we  pafled  Savage 
l-rtday  25.  jflanc|  which  I had  difeovered  in  1774*;  and  on  the  28th, 

Monday  28.  rn 

at  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning,  we  got  fight  of  the  iflands 
which  lie  to  the  Eaftward  of  Annamooka,  bearing  North  by 
Weft,  about  four  or  five  leagues  diftant.  I fleered  to  the 
South  of  thefe  iflands,  and  then  hauled  up  for  Annamooka ; 
which,  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  bore  North  Weft  by  North, 
Fallafajeea  South  Weft  by  South,  and  Komango  North  by 
Weft,  diftant  about  five  miles.  The  weather  being  fqually, 
with  rain,  I anchored,  at  the  approach  of  night,  in  fifteen 
fathoms  deep  water,  over  a bottom  of  coral-fand,  and 
fhclls ; Komango  bearing  North  Weft,  about  two  leagues 
diftant. 

* Fop  an  account  of  thedifeovery  of  Savage  IJland  ; a defeription  of  it ; and  the 
behaviour  of  its  inhabitants,  on  Captain  Coot’s  landing,  fee  his  Voyage,  Vol.  ii. 
y.  3.  top.  7. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Intercourfe  with  the  Natives  of  Komango,  and  other  Ifands. 

— Arrival  at  Annamooka — TranfaElions  there. — Fee- 
nou , a principal  Chief  from  Tongataboo,  comes  on  a Vifit. 

— The  Manner  of  his  Reception  in  the  If  and,  and  on 
board. — lnfances  of  the  pilfering  Difpoftion  of  the  Na- 
tives.— Some  Account  of  Annamooka. — The  Pajfage  from 
it  to  Hapaee. 

SOON  after  we  had  anchored,  two  canoes,  the  one  with 
four,  and  the  other  with  three  men,  paddled  toward 
us,  and  came  along-fidc  without  the  lead  hefitation.  They  Mond*>' 
brought  fome  cocoa-nuts,  bread-fruit,  plantains,  and  fugar- 
cane,  which  they  bartered  with  us  for  nails.  One  of  the 
men  came  on  board  and  when  thcfe  canoes  had  left  us, 
another  vifited  usj  but  did  not  day  long,  as  night  was  ap- 
proaching. Komango,  the  idand  neared  to  us,  was,  at  lead, 
five  miles  off  ■,  which  Ihcws  the  hazard  thcfe  people  would 
run,  in  order  to  poflefs  a few  of  our  mod  trifling  articles. 

Befides  this  fupply  from  the  Ihore,  we  caught,  this  even- 
ing, with  hooks  and  lines,  a confldcrablc  quantity  of  fifli. 

Next  morning,  at  four  o’clock,  I fent  Lieutenant  King,  T«rd»yj9. 
with  two  boats,  to  Komango,  to  procure  refrelhmcnts  ; and, 
at  five,  made  the  fignal  to  weigh,  in  order  to  ply  up  to  An- 
namooka,  the  wind  being  unfavourable  at  North  Wed. 
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Apni  I*  wa*  no  f°oncr  day-light,  than. we  were  vifited  by  fix  or 
v — . — / feven  canoes  from  different  iflands,  bringing  with  them,, 
befides  fruits  and  roots,  two  pigs,  fevcral  fowls,  fome  large 
wood- pigeons,  fmall  rails,  and  large  violet-coloured  coots. 
All  thefc  they  exchanged  with  us  for  beads,  nails,  hatchets, 
& c.  They  had  alfo  other  articles  of  commerce ; fuch  as 
pieces  of  their  cloth,  filh-hooks,  fmall  balkets,  mufical  reeds, 
and  fome  clubs,  fpcars,  and  bows.  But  I ordered,  that  no. 
curiofnics  fiiould  be  purchafed,  till  the  fliips  fhould  be  fup- 
plicd  with  provifions,  and  leave  given  for  that  purpofe. 
Knowing,  alfo,  from  experience,  that,  if  all  our  people  might 
trade  with  the  natives,  according  to  their  own  caprice,  per- 
petual quarrels  would  enfuc,  I ordered  that  particular  perfons 
fhould  manage  the  traffic  both  on  board  and  on  ffiore,  pro- 
hibiting all  others  to  interfere.  Before  mid-day,  Mr.  King’s 
boat  returned  with  feven  hogs,  fome  fowls,  a quantity  of 
fruit  and  roots  for  ourfelves,  and  fome  grafs  for  the  cattle. 
His  party  was  very  civilly  treated  at  Komango.  The  inha- 
bitants did  not  feem  to  be  numerous;  and  their  huts,  which, 
flood  clofe  to  each  other,  within  a plantain  walk,  were  but 
indifferent.  Not  far  from  them,  was  a pretty  large  pond  of 
freffi  water,  tolerably  good  ; but  there  was  not  any  appear- 
ance of  a dream.  With  Mr.  King,  came  on  board  the  Chief 
of  the  ifland,  named  Tooboulangcc ; and  another,  whofe 
name  was  Taipa.  They  brought  with  them  a hog,  as  a. 
prefent  to  me,  and  promifed  more  the  next  day. 

As  foon  as  the  boats  were  aboard,  I flood  for  Annamooka; 
and  the  wind  being  fcant,  I intended  to  go  between  Anna- 
mooka-ette  *,  and  the  breakers  to  the  South  Eaft  of  it.  But, 


• That  is.  Little  Annamooka. 
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on  drawing  near,  we  met  with  very  irregular  foundings,  un- 
varying, every  call,  ten  or  twelve  fathoms.  This  obliged  i ■ -i 

me  to  give  up  the  defign,  and  to  go  to  the  Southward  of  all; 
which  carried  us  to  leeward,  and  made  it  neceffary  to  fpend 
the  night  under  fail.  It  was  very  dark ; and  we  had  the 
wind,  from  every  dire&ion,  accompanied  with  heavy  fliowers 
of  rain.  So  that,  at  day-light  the  next  morning,  we  found  Wed«r.  30. 
ourfelves  much  farther  off  than  we  had  been  the  evening 
before  ; and  the  little  wind  that  now  blew,  was  right  in  our 
teeth. 

We  continued  to  ply,  all  day,  to  very  little  purpofe;  and, 
in  the  evening,  anchored  in  thirty-nine  fathoms  water; 
the  bottom  coral  rocks,  and  broken  fhclls ; the  Weft  point 
of  Annamooka  bearing  Eaft  North  Eaft,  four  miles  diftant. 
Tooboulangce  and  Taipa  kept  their  promife,  and  brought 
off  to  me  fomc  hogs.  Several  others  were  alfo  procured  by 
bartering,  from  different  canoes  that  followed  us ; and  as 
much  fruit  as  we  could  well  manage.  It  was  remarkable, 
that,  during  the  whole  day,  our  viftters  from  the  iflands 
would  hardly  part  with  any  of  their  commodities  to  any  body 
but  me.  Captain  Clerkc  did  not  get  above  one  or  two  hogs. 

At  four  o’clock  next  morning,  I ordered  a boat  to  be  Mr/, 
hoifted  out,  and  fent  the  Matter  to  found  the  South  Weft:  Thjr  d'1)'  •* 
fide  of  Annamooka ; where  there  appeared  to  be  a harbour, 
formed  by  the  ifland  on  the  North  Eaft,  and  by  fmall  iflots, 
and  llioals,  to  the  South  Weft  and  South  Eaft.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  fhips  were  got  under  fail,  and  wrought  up  to  the 
ifland. 

When  the  Matter  returned,  he  reported,  that  he  had  found- 
ed between  Great  and  Little  Annamooka,  where  he  found 
ten  and  twelve  fathoms  depth  of  water,  the  bottom  coral 
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M«y’  fan(f ; that  the  place  was  very  well  (bettered  from  all  winds; 
<— v — ' but  that  there  was  no  frefh  water  to  be  found,  except  at 
fome  diftance  inland  ; and  that,  even  there,  little  of  it  was 
to  be  got,  and  that  little  not  good.  For  this  reafon  only, 
and  it  was  a very  fufficient  one,  I determined  to  anchor  on 
the  North  fide  of  the  ifiand,  where,  during  my  laft  voyage, 

1 had  found  a place  fit  both  for  watering  and  landing. 

It  was  not  above  a league  diftant;  and  yet  we  did  not 
reach  it  till  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  being  confiderably 
retarded  by  the  great  number  of  canoes  that  continually 
crowded  round  the  (hips,  bringing  to  us  abundant  fupplies 
of  the  produce  of  their  ifiand.  Amongft  thefe  canoes,  there 
were  fome  double  ones,  with  a large  fail,  that  carried  be- 
tween forty  and  fifty  men  each.  Thefe  failed  round  us,  ap- 
parently, with  the  fame  eafe,  as  if  we  had  been  at  anchor. 
There  were  feveral  women  in  the  canoes,  who  were,  per- 
haps, incited  by  curiofiiy  to  vifit  us  ; though,  at  the  fame 
time,  they  bartered  as  eagerly  as  the  men,  and  ufed  the 
paddle  with  equal  labour  and  dexterity.  I came  to  an  an- 
chor in  eighteen  fathoms  water,  the  bottom  coarfe  coral 
fand  ; the  ifiand  extending  from  Eaft  to  South  Weft  ; and  the 
Weft  point  of  the  Wcftcrnmoft  cove  South  Eaft,  about  three 
quarters  of  a mile  diftant.  Thus  I refumed  the  very  fame 
llation  which  I had  occupied  when  I vifited  Annamooka 
three  years  before*;  and,  probably,  almoft  in  the  fame 
place  where  Tafman,  the  firft  difeoverer  of  this,  and  fome  of 
the  neighbouring  iflands,  anchored  in  1643  f. 

• See  Captain  Cook's  laft  Voyage,  Vd.  ii.  p.  9. 

f See  Tafman**  account  of  this  ifland,  in  Mr.  Dalrymplc's  valuable  Collection  of 
Voyages  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  Vol.  ii.  p.  79,  80.  The  few  particulars  mentioned 
by  Tafman,  agree  remarkably  with  Captain  Cook’s  more  extended  relation. 
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The  following  day,  while  preparations  were  making  for 
watering,  1 went  alhore,  in  the  forenoon,  accompanied  by 
Captain  Clerkc,  and  fomc  of  the  Officers,  to  fix  on  a place 
where  the  obfervatories  might  be  fet  up,  and  a guard  be 
Rationed  ; the  natives  having  readily  given  us  leave.  They 
alfo  accommodated  us  with  a boat  houfe,  to  ferve  as  a tent, 
and  fliewed  us  every  other  mark  of  civility.  Toobou,  the 
Chief  of  the  ifland,  conducted  me  and  Omai  to  his  houfe. 
We  found  it  fituated  on  a pleafant  fpot,  in  the  centre  of  his 
plantation.  A fine  grafs-plot  furrounded  it,  which,  he  gave 
us  to  underftand,  was  for  the  purpofe  of  cleaning  their  feet, 
before  they  went  within  doors.  1 had  not,  before,  obferved 
i'uch  an  inflance  of  attention  to  cleanlinefs  at  any  of  the 
places  1 had  vifited  in  this  ocean ; but,  afterward,  found  that 
it  was  very  common  at  the  Friendly  Jflands.  The  floor  of 
Toobou’s  houfe  was  covered  with  mats  ; and  no  carpet,  in 
the  molt  elegant  Englilh  drawing-room,  could  be  kept 
neater.  While  we  were  on  (bore,  we  procured  a few  hogs, 
and  fome  fruit,  by  bartering ; and,  before  we  got  on  board 
again,  the  fhips  were  crowded  with  the  natives.  Few  of 
them  coming  empty-handed,  every  neceflary  refrelhment 
was  now  in  the  greateft  plenty. 

I landed  again  in  the  afternoon,  with  a party  of  marines  }• 
ancT,  at  the  fame  time,  the  horfes,  and  fuch  of  the  cattle  as 
were  in  a weakly  (late,  were  fent  on  (hare.  Every  thing 
being  fettled  to  my  fatisfaftion,  I returned  to  the  (hip  at 
(itnfet,  leaving  the  command  upon  the  ifland  to  Mr.  King. 
Taipa,  who  was  now  become  our  fait  friend,  and  who 
feemed  to  be  the  only  aftive  perfon  about  us,  in  order  to  be 
near  our  party  in  the  night,  as  well  as  the  day,  had  a houfe 
brought,  on  men’s  (boulders,  a full  quarter  of  a mile,  and 
pkiced  clofe  to  the  (lied  which  our  party  occupied. 
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m77’  clay,  our  various  operations  on  fhore  began.  Some 

•-« i were  employed  in  making  hay  for  the  cattle  ; others  in  fill- 

caiitday  3.  our  watcr  ca(ks  at  the  neighbouring  ftagnant  pool ; 

and  a third  party  in  cutting  wood.  The  greatcft  plenty  of 
this  lad  article  being  abreaft  of  the  fhips,  and  in  a lituation 
the  mod  convenient  for  getting  it  on  board,  it  was  natural 
to  make  choice  of  this.  But  the  trees  here,  which  our 
people  erroneoufly  fuppofed  to  be  raanchinccl,  but  were  a 
fpecics  of  pepper,  called  faitanoo  by  the  natives,  yielded  a 
juice  of  a milky  colour,  of  fo  corrofive  a nature,  that  it 
raifed  bliders  on  the  ikin,  and  injured  the  eyes  of  our  work- 
men. They  were,  therefore,  obliged  to  defid  at  this  place, 
and  remove  to  the  cove,  in  which  our  guard  was  Rationed, 
and  where  we  embarked  our  watcr.  Other  wood,  more 
fuitablc  to  our  purpofes,  was  there  furniihed  to  us  by  the 
natives.  Thefe  were  not  the  only  employments  we  were 
engaged  in,  for  Meflrs.  King  and  Bayly  began,  this  day,  to 
obferve  equal  altitudes  of  the  fun,  in  order  to  get  the  rate 
of  the  time-keepers.  In  the  evening,  before  the  natives 
retired  from  our  pod,  Taipa  harangued  them  for  fome  time. 
We  could  only  guefs  at  the  fubject;  and  judged,  that  he 
was  inftrucling  them  how  to  behave  toward  us,  and  encou- 
raging them  to  bring  the  produce  of  the  ifland  to  market. 
We  experienced  the  good  effects  of  his  eloquence,  in 
the  plentiful  fupply  of  provifions  which,  next  day,  we 
received. 

Sunday  4.  Nothing  worth  notice  happened  on  the  4th  and  yth,  ex- 
Mondjy  5.  that,  Cn  the  former  of  thefe  days,  the  Difcovcry  loft 

her  fmall. bower  anchor,  the  cable  being  cut  in  two  by  the 
rocks.  This  misfortune  made  it  neceffiry  to  examine  the 
cables  of  the  Rcfolution,  which  were  found  to  be  unhurt. 
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On  the  6th,  we  were  vifited  by  a great  Chief  from  Tonga-  jjjp 
taboo,  whofc  name  was  Fcenou,  and  whom  Taipa  was  —f 

Tuefday  6. 

plcafed  to  introduce  to  us  as  King  of  all  the  Friendly  Hies. 

1 was  now  told,  that,  on  nty  arrival,  a canoe  had  been  dif- 
patched  to  Tongataboo  with  the  news  in  conlequencc  of 
which,  this  Chief  immediately  pafled  over  to  Annamooka. 

The  Officer  on  ffiore  informed  me,  that  when  he  firfl  ar- 
rived, all  the  natives  were  ordered  out  to  meet  him,  and 
paid  their  obeifance  by  bowing  their  heads  as  low  as  his 
feet,  the  foies  of  which  they  alfo  touched  with  each  hand, 
firft  with  the  palm,  and  then  with  the  back  part.  There 
Gould  be  little  room  to  fufpeft  that  a perfon,  received  with 
fo  much  rcfpect,  could  be  any  tiling  lefs  than  the  King. 

In  the  afternoon,  I went  to  pay  this  great  man  a vilit,  hav- 
ing fit  ft  received  a prefent  of  two  filh  from  him,  brought 
on  board  by  one  of  his  fervants.  As  foon  as  I landed,  he 
came  up  to  me.  He  appeared  to  be  about  thirty  years  of 
age,  tall,  but  thin,  and  had  more  of  the  European  features, 
than  any  I had  yet  feen  here.  When  the  firft  lalutation  was 
over,  I afked  if  he  was  the  King.  For,  notwithftanding 
what  I had  been  told,  finding  he  was  not  the  man  whom  I 
remembered  to  have  feen  under  that  character  during  my 
former  voyage,  I began  to  entertain  doubts.  Taipa  offici- 
oufty  anfweted  for  him,  and  enumerated  no  lefs  than  one 
hundred  a’nd  fifty-three  illands,  of  which,  he  faid,  Fcenou 
was  the  Sovereign.  After  a Ihort  flay,  our  new  vifiter,  and 
five  or  fix  of  his  attendants,  accompanied  me  on  board.  I 
gave  ftiiiablc  prefents  to  them  all,  and  entertained  them  in, 
luch  a manner,  as  I thought  would  be  moft  agreeable. 

In  the  evening,  I attended  them  on  fhorc  in  my  boat,  into' 
which  the  Chief  ordered  three  hogs  to  be  put,  as  a return 
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for  the  prefents  he  had  received  from  me.  I was  now  in- 
formed of  an  accident  which  had  juft  happened,  the  rela- 
tion of  which  will  convey  fome  idea  of  the  extent  of  the 
authority  exercifed  here  over  the  common  people.  While 
Feenou  was  on  board  my  fhip,  an  inferior  Chief,  for  what 
rcafon  our  people  on  fhorc  did  not  know,  ordered  all  the  na- 
tives to  retire  from  the  pod  we  occupied.  Some  of  them 
having  ventured  to  return,  he  took  up  a large  ftick,  and 
beat  them  mod  unmercifully.  He  ftruck  one  man,  on  the 
fide  of  the  face,  with  fo  much  violence,  that  the  blood 
guftied  out  of  his  mouth  and  noftrils  j and,  after  lying  fome 
time  motionlefs,  he  was,  at  laft,  removed  from  the  place, 
in  convulfions.  The  perfon  who  had  infliifled  the  blow, 
being  told  that  he  had  killed  the  man,  only  laughed  at  it ; 
and,  it  was  evident,  that  he  was  not  in  the  leaft  forry  for 
what  had  happened.  We  heard,  afterward,  that  the  poor 
fufferer  recovered. 

The  Difcovery  having  found  again  her  fmall  bower  an- 
Wednef.  7.  chor,  fhifted  her  birth  on  the  7th  ; but  not  before  her  beft 
bower  cable  had  fhared  the  fate  of  the  other.  This  day,  I 
had  the  company  of  Feenou  at  dinner;  andalfo  the  next 
Tharfday  8.  day,  when  he  was  attended  by  Taipa,  Toobou,  and  fome 
other  Chiefs.  It  was  remarkable,  that  none  but  Taipa 
was  allowed  to  fit  at  table  with  him,  or  even  to  eat  in  his 
prefence.  I own  that  I confidered  Feenou  as  a very  conve- 
nient gueft,  on  account  of  this  etiquette.  For,  before  his 
arrival,  I had,  generally,  a larger  company  than  I could 
well  find  room  for,  and  my  table  overflowed  with  crowds 
of  both  fexes.  For  it  is  not  the  cuftom  at  the  Friendly 
Iflands,  as  it  is  at  Otaheite,  to  deny  to  their  females  the  pri- 
vilege of  eating  in  company  with  the  men. 
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The  firfl  day  of  our  arrival  at  Annamooka,  one  of  the  wr* 
natives  had  ftolcn,  out  of  the  fliip,  a large  junk  axe.  I now  < — 
applied  to  I-'ecnou  to  exert  his  authority  to  get  it  rdlored  to 
me  ; and  fo  implicitly  was  he  obeyed,  that  it  was  brought 
on  board  while  we  were  at  dinner.  Thefe  people  gave  us 
very  frequent  opportunities  of  remarking  what  expert 
thieves  they  were.  Even  fomc  of  their  Chiefs  did  not  think 
this  profelfion  beneath  them.  On  the  9th,  one  of  them  was  Friday 9. 
detefted  carrying  out  of  the  fliip,  concealed  under  his 
clothes,  the  bolt  belonging  to  the  fpun  yarn  winch;  for 
which  l fentenced  him  to  receive  a dozen  laflics,  and  kept 
him  confined  till  he  paid  a hog  for  his  liberty.  After  this, 
we  were  not  troubled  with  thieves  of  rank.  Their  fervants, 
or  flaves,  however,  were  Hill  employed  in  this  dirty  work ; 
and  upon  them  a flogging  fectncd  to  make  no  greater  im- 
prdlion,  than  it  would  have  done  upon  the  main-maft. 

When  any  of  them  happened  to  be  caught  in  the  aft,  their 
mailers,  far  from  interceding  for  them,  would  often  advife 
us  to  kill  them.  As  this  was  a puniflimcnt  we  did  not 
choofc  to  inflict,  they  generally  efcaped  without  any  punifli- 
mcnt at  all ; for  they  appeared  to  us  to  be  equally  infen- 
fible  of  the  fliame,  and  of  the  pain  of  corporal  chaflifcment. 

Captain  Clcrkc,  at  lad,  hit  upon  a mode  of  treatment,  which, 
we  thought,  had  fomc  cfl'ift.  He  put  them  under  the  hands 
of  the  barber,  and  completely  fliaved  their  heads ; thus 
pointing  them  out  as  objefts  of  ridicule  to  their  country-  , 
men,  and  enabling  ottr  people  to  deprive  them  of  future 
opportunities  for  a repetition  of  their  rogueries,  by  keeping 
them  at  a diilance. 

Feenou  was  fo  fond  of  aflociating  with  its,  that  he  dined 
on  board  every  day  ; though,  fometitnes,  he  did  not  partake 
of  our  fare.  On  the  iotli,  fome  of  his  fervants  brought  a Saturday  to. 
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«oy.  mefs,  which  had  been  drefled  for  him  on  fhorc.  It  confided 
v ■ of  fifh,  foup,  and  yams.  Indead  of  common  water  to  make 

the  foup,  cocoa-nut  liquor  had  been  made  ufe  of,  in  which  - 
the  fifli  had  been  boiled  or  dewed ; probably  in  a wooden 
velTel,  with  hot  dones ; but  it  was  carried  on  board  in  a 
plantain  leaf.  I taded  of  the  mefs,  and  found  it  fo  good, 
that  I,  afterward,  had  fomc  fifli  dreffed  in  the  lame  way. 
Though  my  cook  fucceeded  tolerably  well,  he  could  pro- 
duce nothing  equal  to  the  dilh  he  imitated. 


Finding  that  wc  had  quite  exhaufted  the  idand,  of  almod 
Sunday ii.  every  article  of  food  that  it  afforded,  I employed  the  nth 
in  moving  off,  from  the  fhore,  the  horfes,  obfervatories,  and 
other  things  that  wc  had  landed,  as  alfo  the  party  of  ma- 
rines who  had  mounted  guard  at  our  dation,  intending  to 
fail,  as  foon  as  the  Difcovcry  fhould  have  recovered  her  bed 
bower  anchor.  FeeDou,  underdanding  that  I meant  to  pro- 
ceed diredtly  to  Tongataboo,  importuned  me  drongly  to 
alter  this  plan,  to  which  he  expreffed  as  much  averfion,  as 
if  he  had  fome  particular  intered  to  promote  by  diverting 
me  from  it.  In  preference  to  it,  he  warmly  recommended 
an  idand,  or  rather  a group  of  idands,  called  Hapaee,  lying 
to  the  North  Ead.  There,  he  affured  us,  we  could  be  fup- 
plied  plentifully  with  every  refrefliment,  in  the  caficd  man- 
ner ; and,  to  add  weight  to  his  advice,  he  engaged  to  attend 
us  thither  in  perfon.  He  carried  his  point  with  me ; and 
Hapaee  was  made  choice  of  for  our  next  dation.  As  it  had 
never  been  vifited  by  any  European  fhips,  the  examination 
of  it  became  an  objeid  with  me. 

Monday  ij.  The  i2th,  and  the  13th,  were  fpent  in  attempting  the  rc- 
Tucfdiy  ij.  covery  cf  Captain  Clerke's  anchor,  which,  after  much 
Wedncf.  14.  trouble,  was  happily  accomplifhcd  j and  on  the  14th,  in  the 
morning,  wc  got  under  fail,  and  left  Annamooka. 
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This  ifland  is  fomewhat  higher  than  the  other  (mail  ides  jw- 
that  furround  it ; but,  ftill,  it  cannot  be  admitted  to  the  * — < — 
rank  of  thofe  of  a moderate  height,  fuch  as  Mangeea  and 
Watecoo.  The  flrore,  at  that  part  where  our  fliips  lay,  is 
compofed  of  a fteep,  rugged  coral  rock,  nine  or  ten  feet 
high,  except  where  there  are  two  fandy  beaches,  which 
have  a reef  of  the  fame  fort  of  rock  extending  crofs  their 
entrance  to  the  lliore,  and  defending  them  from  the  fca. 

The  fait  water  lake  that  is  in  the  centre  of  the  ifland,  is 
about  a mile  and  a half  broad  ; and  round  it,  the  land  rifes 
like  a bank,  with  a gradual  afeent.  But  we  could  not  trace 
its  having  any  communication  with  the  fea.  And  yet,  the 
land  that  runs  acrofs  to  it,  from  the  largcft  fandy  beach, 
being  flat  and  low,  and  the  foil  fandy,  it  is  mod  likely  that 
it  may  have,  formerly,  communicated  that  way.  The  foil, 
on  the  riling  parts  of  the  ifland,  and  efpecially  toward  the 
fea,  is  either  of  a reddifli  clayey  difpolition,  or  a black,  loofc 
mould ; but  there  is,  no  where,  any  flream  of  frelh  water. 

The  ifland  is  very  well  cultivated,  except  in  a few  places  ; 
and  there  are  fome  others,  which,  though  they  appear  to 
lie  wade,  are  only  left  to  recover  the  ftrength  exhaufted  by 
conflant  culture;  for  wc frequently  faw  the  natives  at  work 
upon  thefe  fpots,  to  plant  them  again.  The  plantations 
confift  chiefly  of  yams  and  plantains.  Many  of  them  are 
very  extenfive,  and  often  inclofed  with  neat  fences  of  reed, 
difpofed  obliquely  acrofs  each  other,  about  fix  feet  high. 

Within  thefe,  we  often  faw  other  fences  of  lefs  compafs, 
furrounding  the  houfes  of  the  principal  people.  The  bread- 
fruit, and  cocoa-nut  trees,  are  interfperfed  with  little  order  ; 
but  chiefly  near  the  habitations  of  the  natives ; and  the 
other  parts  of  the  ifland,  efpecially  toward  the  fea,  and 
about  the  fides  of  the  lake,  are  covered  with  trees  and 
bulhes  of  a moft  luxuriant  growth;  the  lad  place  having  a 
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J777-  great  many  mangroves,  and  the  firft  a vaft  number  of  the 

« — 1 fahanoo  trees  already  mentioned.  There  feem  to  be  no.  rocks, 

or  ftones,  of  any  kind,  about  the  illand,  that  are  not  coral ; 
except  in  one  place,  to  the  right  of  the  fandy  beach,  where 
there  is  a rock  twenty  or  thirty  feet  high,  of  a calcareous 
ftonc,of  a yellowifli  colour,  and  a very  dole  texture.  But  even 
about  that  place,  which  is  the  highell  part  of  the  land,  arc 
large  pieces  of  the  fame  coral  rock  that  compofes  the  Ihore. 

Befides  walking  frequently  up  into  the  country,  which  we 
were  permitted  to  do  without  interruption,  we  fometimes 
amufed  ourfclves  in  {hooting  wild  ducks,  not  unlike  the 
widgeon,  which  are  very  numerous  upon  the  fait  lake,  and 
the  pool  where  we  got  our  water.  In  thefc  cxcurfions,  wa 
found  the  inhabitants  had  often  deferted  their  houfes  to 
come  down  to  the  trading  place,  without  entertaining  any 
fufpicion,  that  ftrangers,  rambling  about,  would  take  away, 
or  deftroy,  any  thing  that  belonged  to  them.  But  though, 
from  this  circumllance,  it  might  be  fuppofed  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  natives  were  fometimes  collected  at  the 
beach,  it  was  impofliblc  to  form  any  accurate  computation 
of  their  number ; as  the  continual  refort  of  viftters  from 
other  illands,  mixing  with  them,  might  eafily  miflead  one; 
However,  as  there  was  never,  to  appearance,  above  a thou- 
fand  perfons  collected  at  one  time,  it  would,  perhaps,  be 
Sufficient  to  allow  double  that  number  for  the  whole  illand. 
The  place  where  fuch  numbers  alfembled  daily,  and  the 
bay  "where  our  boats  landed,  arc  faithfully  represented  in  a 
drawing  by  Mr.  Webber. 

To  the  North  and  North  Eafl  of  Annamooka,  and  in  the 
direft  track  to  Hapace,  whither  we  were  now  bound,  the  fca 
is  fprinkled  with  a great  number  of  fmall  ides.  Amidft  the 
fhoals  and  rocks  adjoining  to  this  group,  I could  not  be 
4 allured 
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a (lured  that  there  was  a free  or  fafe  p adage  for  fuch  large  »p7. 
fhips  as  ours;  though  the  natives  failed  through  the  in-  >- — * — > 
tervals  in  their  canoes,  l'or  this  fubflantial  rcafon,  when 
we  weighed  anchor  from  Annamooka,  I thought  it  ne- 
ceffiry  to  go  to  the  VVeflward  of  the  above  iflands,  and  wednef.  14^ 
fleeted  North  North  Well,  toward  Kao*  and  Toofoa,  the 

two  triofl  Wellcrly  iflands  in  fight,  and  remarkable  for  x 

their  great  height.  Fcenou,  and  his  attendants,  remained 
on  ho  nl  the  llefolution  till  near  noon,  when  he  went  into 
the  large  failing  canoe,  which  had  brought  him  from  Tort- 
gataboo,  and  flood  in  amongft  the  chiller  of  iflands  above 
mentioned,  of  which  we  were  now  almoft  abreaft ; and  a 
tide  or  current  from  the  Weilward  had  fet  us,  fince  our  fail- 
ing in  the  morning,  much  over  toward  them. 

They  lie  fcattered,  at  unequal  diftanccs,  and  are,  in  ge- 
neral, nearly  as  high  as  Annamooka  ; but  only  from  two  or 
three  miles,  to  half  a mile  in  length,  and  fome  of  them 
fcarCcly  fo  much.  They  have  either  fteep  rocky  fliores  like 
Annamooka,  or  reddifh  dirt's  ; but  fome  have  fantly  beaches, 
extending  almoft  their  whole  length.  Mod  of  them  are  en- 
tirely clothed  with  trees,  amongft  which  arc  many  cocoa 
palms,  and  each  forms  a profpeft  like  a beautiful  garden 
placed  in  the  fca.  To  heighten  this,  the  ferene  weather  wc 
now  had,  contributed  very  much;  anil  the  whole  might 
fupply  the  imagination  with  an  idea  of  fome  fairy  land 

* As  a proof  of  the  great  difficulty  of  knowing  accurately  the  cxa&  names  of 
the  Sou:h  Sea  Ifland*,  as  procured  from  the  natives,  I obferve  that  what  Captain 
Cook  calls  Ag/vio,  Mr.  Anderfon  calls  Ka*  \ and  Tafman’s  drawing,  as  I- find  it  in 
Mr.  Dalrymplc’s  Colle&ion  of  Voyages,  gives  the  name  of  Koylay  to  the  fame  iflund.  - 
Tafman’s  and  Captain  Cook’s  Amattafuty  is,  with  Mr.  Anderfon,  Tojba,  Captain 
Cook’s  Konxn:g7y  is  Tafman’s  Among*.  There  is  fcarccly  an  in  (lance,  in  whic  h fuch 
variations  arc  not  obfcrvable.  Mr.  Andcrfon’s  great  attention  to  matters  of  this  fort 
being,  as  wc  learn  from  Captain  King,  well  known  to  every  body  onboard,  and  ad- 
mitted always  by  Captain  Cook  himfclf,  his  mode  of  fpclling  has  been  adopted  on  the 
engraved  chart  of  the  Friendly  Iflands  i which  has  trade  it  ncccflary  to  adopt  it  alfo, 
in  printing  the  journal.. 
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realized.  It  fhould  feem,  that  fome  of  them,  at  lead,  may 
v. — v — j have  been  formed,  as  we  fuppofed  Palmerfton’s  Wand  to 
have  been ; for  there  is  one,  which,  as  yet,  is  entirely  fand, 
and  another,  on  which  there  is  only  one  bulb,  or  tree. 

At  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  being  the  length  of 
Kotoo,  the  Wefternmod  of  the  above  duller  of  fmall  Wands, 
we  fleered  to  the  North,  IcavingToofoa  and  Kao  on  our  lar- 
board, keeping  along  the  Weft  fide  of  a reef  of  rocks,  which 
lie  to  the  Wellwardof  Kotoo,  till  wc  came  to  their  Northern 
extremity,  round  which  wc  hauled  in  for  the  ifland.  It  was 
our  intention  to  have  anchored  for  the  night  5 but  it  came 
upon  us  before  wc  could  find  a place  in  lefs  than  fifty- 
five  fathoms  water ; and  rather  than  come  to  in  this  depth, 
I chofc  to  fpend  the  night  under  fail. 

Wc  had,  in  the  afternoon,  been  within  two  leagues  of 
Toofoa,  the  fmokc  of  which  wc  faw  feveral  times  in  the 
day.  The  Friendly  Wanders  have  fome  fuperftitious  notions 
about  the  volcano  upon  it,  which  they  call  Ko/lofeea,  and  fay 
it  is  an  Otooa,  or  divinity.  According  to  their  account,  it 
fometimes  throws  up  very  large  Hones  ; and  they  compare 
the  crater,  to  the  fizc  of  a fmall  iflot,  which  has  never  ceafed 
fmoking  in  their  memory ; nor  have  they  any  tradition 
that  it  ever  did.  Wc  fometimes  faw  the  fmoke  riling  from 
the  centre  of  the  ifland,  while  wc  were  at  Annamooka, 
though  at  the  diilancc  of  at  leaft  ten  leagues.  Toofoa,  wc 
were  told,  is  but  thinly  inhabited,  but  the  water  upon  it 
is  good. 

•rjoitta/ij.  At  day-hreak  the  next  morning,  being  then  not  far  from 
Kao,  which  is  a vaft  rock  of  a conic  figure,  we  fleered  to 
the  Eaft,  for  the  paflage  between  the  illands  Footooha  and 
Hafaiva,  with  a gentle  breeze  at  South  Eaft.  About  ten 
o’clock,  Feenou  came  on  board,  and  remained  with  us  all 
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day.  He  brought  with  him  two  hogs,  and  a quantity  of  '777. 
fntit ; and,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  fcveral  canoes,  from  »-  — , 
the  different  iflands  round  us,  came  to  barter  quantities  of 
the  latter  article,  which  was  very  acceptable,  as  our  flock 
was  nearly  expended.  At  noon,  our  latitude  was  19*  49'  45" 

South,  and  we  had  made  fcven  miles  of  longitude  from  Anna- 
mooka ; Toofoa  bore  North,  88*  Weft ; Kao  North,  71°  Weft; 
Footooha  North,  89°  Weft;  and  Hafaiva  South,  12*  Weft. 

After  pafling  Footooha*  we  met  with  a reef  of  rocks ; and, 
as  there  was  but  little  wind,  it  coft  us  fome  trouble  to  keep 
clear  of  them.  This  reef  lies  between  Footooha  and  Necnceva, 
which  is  a fmall  low  ifle,  in  the  direction  of  Eaft  North  Eaft 
from  Footooha,  at  the  diftance  of  feven  or  eight  miles. 
Footooha  is  a fmall  ifland,  of  middling  height,  and  bounded 
all  round  by  a ftcep  rock.  It  lies  South  67°  Eaft,  diftant  fix 
leagues  from  Kao,  and  three  leagues  from  Kotoo,  in  the 
direction  of  North  33°  Eaft.  BeiDg  paft  the  reef  of  rocks 
juft  mentioned,  we  hauled  up  for  Neeneeva,  in  hopes  of 
finding  anchorage  ; but  were  again  difappointed,  and 
obliged  to  fpend  the  night,  making  fhort  boards.  For, 
although  we  had  land  in  every  direction,  the  fea  was  un- 
fathomable. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  night,  we  could  plainly  fee  flames 
iffuing  from  the  volcano  upon  Toofoa,  though  to  no  great 
height. 

At  day-break  in  the  morning  of  the  16th,  with  a gentle  Friday  16,. 
breeze  at  South  Eaft,  we  fleered  North  Eaft  for  Hapaee, 
which  was  now  in  fight  j and  we  could  judge  it  to  be  low 
land,  from  the  trees  only  appearing  above  the  water.  About 
nine  o’clock,  we  could  fee  it  plainly  forming  three  iflands, 
nearly  of  an  equal  fize ; and  foon  after,  a fourth  to  the 
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Southward  of  thefe,  as  large  as  the  others.  Each  feemed  to 

v— > be  about  fix  or  feven  miles  long,  and  of  a fimilar  height  and 

appearance.  The  Northcrnmoft  of  them  is  called  Haanno, 
the  next  Foa,  the  third  Lcfooga,  and  the  Southcrnmoft  IIoo- 
laiva;  but  all  four  arc  included,  by  the  natives,  under  the 
general  name  Hapacc. 

The  wind  fcanting  upon  us,  we  could  not  fetch  the  land ; 
fo  that  we  were  forced  to  ply  to  windward.  In  doing  this, 
we  once  palled  over  fome  coral  rocks,  on  which  we  had 
only  fix  fathoms  water ; but  the  moment  we  were  over 
them,  found  no  ground  with  eighty  fathoms  of  line.  At  this 
time,  the  ifles  of  Hapaee  bore,  from  North,  50°  Eaft,  to  South, 
9'  Weft.  We  got  up  with  the  Northernmoft  of  thefe  illcs  by 
funfet  j and  there  found  ourfelves  in  the  very  fame  diftrefs, 
for  want  of  anchorage,  that  we  had  experienced  the  two  pre- 
ceding evenings ; fo  that  we  had  another  night  to  fpend 
under  fail,  with  land  and  breakers  in  every  direction.  To- 
ward the  evening,  Feenou,  who  had  been  on  board  all  day, 
went  forward  to  Hapaee,  and  took  Omai  in  the  canoe  with 
him.  He  did  not  forget  our  difagrceahle  fituation  ; and 
kept  up  a good  fire,  all  night,  by  way  of  a land-mark. 

Saturday  17.  As  foon  as  the  day-light  returned,  being  then  clofe  in 
with  Foa,  we  faw  it  was  joined  to  Haanno,  by  a reef 
running  even  with  the  furface  of  the  fea,  from  the  one 
ifland  to  the  other.  I now  difpatched  a boat  to  look  for  an- 
chorage. A proper  place  was  foon  found;  and  we  came  to, 
abreaft  of  a reef,  being  that  which  joins  Leiooga  to  Foa  (in 
the  fame  manner  that  Foa  is  joined  to  Haanno),  having 
twenty-four  fathoms  depth  of  water;  the  bottom  coral  land. 
In  this  ftaiion,  the  northern  point  of  llapacc,  or  the  North 
end  of  Haanno,  bore  North,  16°  Eaft.  The  Southern  point 
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of  Hapacc,  or  the  South  end  of  1’oolaiva,  South,  29*  Weft; 

and  the  North  end  of  Lefooga,  South,  65°  Eaft.  Two  ledges  ' «— 

of  rocks  lay  without  us  ; the  one  bearing  South,  50°  Weft  5 
and  the  other  Weft  by  North  4 North,  diflant  two  or  three 
miles.  We  lay  before  a creek  in  the  reef,  which  made  it 
convenient  landing  at  all  times ; and  we  were  not  above 
three  quarters  of  a mile  from  the  fhore. 


Vol.  I. 
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CHAP.  V. 

Arrival  of  the  Ships  at  Hapaee , and  friendly  Reception 
there, — P ref  cats  and  Solemnities  on  the  Occafeon. — 
Single  Combats  with  Clubs. — IVrefliing  and  Boxing 
Matches, — Female  Combat  ants. — Marines  exercifed. — A 
Dance  performed  by  Men. — Fireworks  exhibited. — The 
Night-entertainments  of  f aging  and  dancing  particu- 
larly deferibed. 

1777.  T)  Y the  time  we  had  anchored,  the  fliips  were  filled  with' 
■ f JD  the  natives,  and  furrounded  by  a multitude  of  canoes,. 
Saturdty  17.  £jjetj  aifQ  them.  They  brought,  from  the  Ihorc,  hogs,. 

fowls,  fruit,  and  roots,  which  they  exchanged  for  hatchets, 
knives,  nails,  beads,  and  cloth.  Feenou  and  Omai  having 
come  on  board,  after  it  was  light,  in  order  to  introduce  me 
to  the  people  of  the  ifland,  1 foon  accompanied  them  cm 
fhore,  for  that  purpofe,  landing  at  the  North  pan  of  Lcfooga, 
a little  to  the  right  of  the  fliip’s  llation. 

The  Chief  conducted  me  to  a houfc,  or  rather  a hut, 
fituated  clofc  to  the  fea-bcach,  which  I had  fecn  brought 
thither,  but  a few  minutes  before,  for  our  reception.  In 
this  Feenou,  Omai,  and  myfelf,  were  feated.  The  other 
Chiefs,  and  the  multitude,  compofed  a circle,  on  the  out- 
fide,  fronting  us  5 and  they  all'o  fat  down.  I was  then 
afked,  How  long  I intended  to  Hay  ? On  my  laying,  Five 
days,  Taipa  was  ordered  to  come  and  fit  by  me,  and  pro- 
7 claim 
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vlaim  this  to  the  people.  He  then  harangued  them,  in  a yw- 
fpccch  inoflly  dictated  by  Fccnou.  The  purport  of  it,  as  I ' — 
learnt  from  Omai,  was,  that  they  were  all,  both  old  and 
young,  to  look  upon  me  as  a friend,  who  intended  to  remain 
with  them  a few  days ; that,  during  tny  flay,  they  mult 
not  deal  any  thing,  nor  moled  me  any  other  way ; and  that 
it  was  expected,  they  lliould  bring  hogs,  fowls,  fruit,  &c. 
to  the  Ihips,  where  they  would  receive,  in  exchange  for 
them,  fuch  and  fuch  things,  which  he  enumerated.  Soon 
after  Taipa  had  finillicd  this  addrefs  to  the  aflembly,  Fee- 
nou  left  us.  Taipa  then  took  occafion  to  fignify  to  me, 
that  it  was  nccellary  I fliould  make  a prefent  to  the  Chief  of 
the  ifland,  whofc  name  was  Earoupa.  I was  not  unprepared 
for  this;  and  gave  him  fuch  articles  as  far  exceeded  his  ex- 
pectation. My  liberality  to  him  brought  upon  me  demands, 
of  the  fame  kind,  from  two  Chiefs  of  other  ifles  who  were 
prefent;  and  from  Taipa  himfclf.  When  Fccnou  returned, 
which  was  immediately  after  I had  made  the  lafl  of  thefe 
prefents,  he  pretended  to  be  angry  with  Taipa  for  fufTering 
me  to  give  away  fo  much  ; but  1 looked  upon  this  as  a mere 
finefle ; being  confident  that  he  aCted  in  concert  with  the 
others.  He  now  took  his  feat  again,  and  ordered  Earoupa 
to  fit  by  him,  and  to  harangue  the  people  as  Taipa  had 
done,  and  to  the  fame  purpofe;  dictating,  as  before,  the 
heads  of  the  fpeech. 

Thefe  ceremonies  being  performed,  the  Chief,  at  my 
requeft,  conducted  me  to  three  flagnant  pools  of  frelh  wa- 
ter, as  he  was  plcafcd  to  call  it : and,  indeed,  in  one  of  thefe 
the  water  was  tolerable,  and  the  fituation  not  inconvenient 
for  filling  our  calks.  After  viewing  the  watering-place, 
we  returned  to  our  former  Ration,  where  I found  a baked 
hog,  and  fome  yams,  fmoking  hot,  ready  to  be  carried  on 
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May  board  for  my  dinner.  I invited  Feenou,  and  his  friends,  to 

' * ’ partake  of  it ; and  we  embarked  for  the  fliip  ; but  none  but 

himfclf  fat  down  with  us  at  the  table.  After  dinner  I con- 
ducted ihemonfhore;  and,  before  I returned  on  board,  the 
Chief  gave  me  a fine  large  turtle,  and  a quantity  of  yarns. 
Our  fupply  of  provifions  was  copious;  for,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day,  we  got,  by  barter,  along-fide  the  (hip,  about  twenty 
fmall  hogs,  befide  fruit  and  roots.  I was  told,  that,  on  my  firft 
landing  in  the  morning,  a man  came  off  to  the  fhips,  and 
ordered  every  one  of  the  natives  to  go  on  fliore.  Probably, 
this  was  done  with  a view  to  have  the  whole  body  of  inha- 
bitants prefent  at  the  ceremony  of  my  reception ; for  when 
that  was  over,  multitudes  of  them  returned  again  to  the 
(hips. 

Sunday  18.  Next  morning  early,  Feenou,  and  Cmai,  who  fcarcely 
ever  quitted  the  Chief,  and  now  flept  on  fhore,  came  on 
board.  The  object  of  the  vifit,  was  to  require  my  prefence 
upon  the  ifiand.  After  fomc  time,  1 accompanied  them> 
and,  upon  landing,  was  conducted  to  the  fame  place  where 
I had  been  feated  the  day  before  ; and  where  I faw  a large 
concourfc  of  people  already  afi'embled.  1 gueffed  that 
fomething  more  than  ordinary  was  in  agitation;  but  could 
not  tell  what,  nor  could  Cmai  inform  me. 

1 had  not  been  long  feated,  before  near  a hundred  of  the 
natives  appeared  in  fight,  and  advanced,  laden  with  yams, 
bread-fruit,  plantains,  cocoa-nuts,  and  fugar-canes.  They 
depofited  their  burdens,  in  two  heaps,  or  piles,  upon  our 
left,  being  the  fide  they  came  from.  Soon  after,  arrived  a 
number  of  others  from  the  right,  bearing  the  fame  kind 
of  articles ; which  were  collected  into  two  piles  upon  that 
fide.  To  thefc  were  tied  two  pigs,  and  fix  fowls ; and  to 
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thofe,  upon  the  Iefr,  fix  pigs,  and  two  turtles.  Earoupa 
fcated  himfelf  before  the  feveral  articles  upon  the  left;  and 
another  Chief  before  thofe  upon  the  right  j they  being,  as  I 
judged,  the  two  Chiefs  who  had  colletfled  them,  by  order 
of  Feenou,  who  feemed  to  be  as  implicitly  obeyed  here,  as 
he  had  been  at  Annamooka ; and,  in  confcquence  of  his 
commanding  fuperiority  over  the  Chiefs  of  Hapaee,  had  laid 
this  tax  upon  them  for  the  prefent  occafion. 

As  foon  as  this  munificent  collection  of  provifions  was 
laid  down  in  Older,  and  difpofed  to  the  bed  advantage,  the 
bearers  of  it  joined  the  multitude,  who  formed  a large  circle 
round  the  whole.  Prefenrly  after,  a number  of  men  en- 
tered this  circle,  or  area,  before  us,  armed  with  clubs,  made 
of  the  green  branches  of  the  cocoa-nut  tree.  Thcfe  paraded 
about,  for  a few  minutes,  and  then  retired ; the  one  half  to 
one  fide,  and  the  other  half  to  the  other  fide  ; feating  them- 
fclvcs  before  the  fpc&ators.  Soon  after,  they  fucceflively 
entered  the  lids,  and  entertained  us  with  fingle  combats. 
One  champion,  rifing  up  and  depping  forward  from  one 
fide,  challenged  thofe  of  the  other  fide,  by  expreffive  gef- 
tures,  more  than  by  words,  to  fend  one  of  their  body  to  op- 
pofe  him.  If  the  challenge  was  accepted,  which  was  ge- 
nerally the  cafe,  the  two  combatants  put  themfelves  in  proper 
attitudes,  and  then  began  the  engagement,  which  continued 
till  one  or  other  owned  himfelf  conquered,  or  till  their 
weapons  were  broken.  As  foon  as  each  combat  was  over, 
the  vidlor  fquatted  himfelf  down  facing  the  Chief,  then  rofe 
up,  and  retired.  ^At  the  fame  time,  fume  old  men,  who 
feemed  to  fit  as  judges,  gave  their  plaudit  in  a few  words  j. 
and  the  multitude,  efpccially  thofe  on  the  fide  to  which  the 
vitdor  belonged,  celebrated  the  glory  he  had  acquired,  ia 
two  or  three  huzzas.  ' 

This. 
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1777*  This  entertainment  was,  now  and  then,  fufpcntlcd  for  a few 

> — - minutes.  During  thefc  intervals  there  were  both  wrcftling 

and  boxing  matches.  The  firfl  were  performed  in  the  fame 
manner  as  at  Otahcitc  ; and  the  fccond  differed  very  little 
from  the  method  pradlifed  in  England.  Cut  what  ft  ruck  us 
with  molt  furprife,  was,  to  fee  a couple  of  lufty  wenches 
ftep  forth,  and  begin  boxing,  without  the  lead  ceremony, 
.and  with  as  much  art  as  the  men.  This  contcft,  however, 
did  not  laft  above  half  a minute,  before  one  of  them  gave 
it  up.  The  conquering  heroine  received  the  fame  applaufe 
from  the  fpedlators,  which  they  bellowed  upon  the  fuccefs- 
ful  combatants  of  the  other  fcx.  We  exprefled  fome  dif- 
likc  at  this  part  of  the  entertainment ; which,  however,  did 
not  prevent  two  other  females  from  entering  the  lifts.  They 
feerned  to  be  girls  of  fpirit,  and  would  certainly  have  given 
each  other  a good  drubbing,  if  two  old  women  had  not  in- 
terpofed  to  part  them.  All  thefe  combats  were  exhibited  in 
the  midft  of,  at  leaft,  three  thoufand  people;  and  were 
conducted  with  the  greateft  good  humour  on  all  fides; 
though  fome  of  the  champions,  women  as  well  as  men, 
received  blows,  which,  doubtlefs,  they  mull  have  felt  for 
fome  time  after. 

As  foon  as  thefe  diverCons  were  ended,  the  Chief  told  me, 
that  the  heaps  of  provifions,  on  our  right-hand,  were  a pre- 
fent  to  Omai  j and  that  thofe,  on  our  left-hand,  being  about 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  quantity,  were  given  to  me.  Ele 
added,  that  I might  take  them  on  board  whenever  it  was 
convenient;  but  that  there  would  be  no  occafion  to  fet  any 
of  our  people  as  guards  over  them,  as  I might  be  allured, 
that  not  a linglc  cocoa-nut  would  be  taken  away  by  the 
natives.  So  it  proved ; for  I left  every  thing  behind,  and 
returned  to  the  lliip  to  dinner,  carrying  the  Chief  with  me ; 

and 
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and  when  the  provifions  were  removed  on  board,  in  the  af- 
ternoon, not  a Angle  article  was  miffing.  There  was  as 
much  as  loaded  four  boats  i and  I could  not  but  be  (truck 
with  the  munificence  of  Fcenou  ; for  this  prefctit  far  ex- 
ceeded any  I had  ever  received  from  any  of  the  Sovereigns 
of  the  various  illands  I had  vifited  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.  I 
loft  no  time  in  convincing  my  friend,  that  I was  not  infen- 
fible  of  his  liberality  ; for,  before  he  quitted  my  fhip,  I be- 
llowed upon  him  fuch  of  our  commodities,  as,  I guelled, 
were  mod  valuable  in  his  eftimation.  And  the  return  I 
made  was  fo  much  to  his  fatisfatftion,  that,  as  foon  as  he 
got  on  Ihorc,  he  left  me  dill  indebted  to  him,  by  fending 
me  a frelh  prefent,  confiding  of  two  large  hogs,  a confider- 
able  quantity  of  cloth,  and  ionic  yams. 

Fcenou  had  expreffed  a defire  ro  fee  the  marines  go 
through  their  military  exercife.  As  1 was  deftrous  to  gratify 
his  curiofity,  I ordered  them  all  alhorc,  from  both  Ihips,  in 
the  morning  of  the  20th.  After  they  had  performed  various  TucfJa7  20. 
evolutions,  and  fired  fevcral  vollies,  with  which  the  nume- 
rous body  of  fpeftators  feemed  well  plcafed,  the  Chief  en- 
tertained us,  in  his  turn,  with  an  exhibition,  which,  as  was 
acknowledged  by  us  all,  was  performed  with  a dexterity 
and  exaftnefs,  far  furpalling  the  fpecinten  we  had  given  of 
our  military  manoeuvres.  It  was  a kind  of  a dance,  fo  en- 
tirely different  from  any  thing  I had  ever  feen,  that,  I fear, 

1 can  give  no  defeription  that  will  convey  any  tolerable  idea 
of  it,  to  my  readers.  It  was  performed  by  men  ; and  one 
hundred  and  five  perfons  bore  their  parts  in  it.  Each  of 
them  had  in  his  hand  an  inllrument  neatly  made,  ffiaped 
ibmewhat  like  a paddle,  of  two  feet  and  a half  in  length, 
with  a fmall  handle,  and  a thin  blade  ; fo  that  they  were 
very  light.  With  thefe  infiruments  they  made  many  and 
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various  flourifhes,  each  of  which  was  accompanied  with  a 
different  attitude  of  the  body,  or  a different  movement.  At 
firft,  the  performers  ranged  themfelvcs  in  three  lines ; and, 
by  various  evolutions,  each  man  changed  his  flation  in  fuch 
a manner,  that  thofe  who  had  been  in  the  rear,  came  into 
the  front.  Nor  did  they  remain  long  in  the  fame  pofition  ; 
but  thefe  changes  were  made  by  pretty  quick  tranfitions. 
At  one  time,  they  extended  themfelvcs  in  one  line;  they, 
then,  formed  into  a fcmicircle;  and,  ladly,  into  two  fquare 
columns.  While  this  lad  movement  was  executing,  one  of 
them  advanced,  and  performed  an  antic  dance  before  me ; 
with  which  the  whole  ended. 

The  muDcal  inflruments  confided  of  two  drums,  or  rather 
two  hollow  logs  of  wood,  from  which  fome  varied  notes 
were  produced,  by  beating  on  them  with  two  dicks.  It  did 
not,  however,  appear  to  me,  that  the  dancers  were  much 
affided  or  dircidcd  by  thefe  founds,  but  by  a chorus  of  vocal 
mufic,  in  which  all  the  performers  joined  at  the  fame  time. 
Their  fong  was  not  deditutc  of  pleafing  melody  ; and  all 
their  corrcfponding  motions  were  executed  with  fo  much 
fkill,  that  the  numerous  body  of  dancers  feemed  to  aid,  as 
if  they  were  one  great  machine.  It  was  the  opinion  of  every 
one  of  us,  that  fuch  a performance  would  have  met  with 
univerfal  applaufe  on  a European  theatre  ; and  it  fo  far  ex- 
ceeded any  attempt  we  had  made  to  entertain  them,  that 
they  feemed  to  picque  thcmfclves  upon  the  fuperiority  they 
had  over  us.  As  to  our  mufical  indruments,  they  held  none 
of  them  in  the  lead  edeem,  except  the  drum ; and  even 
that  they  did  not  think  equal  to  their  own.  Our  French 
horns,  in  particular,  feemed  to  be  held  in  great  contempt ; 
for  neither  here,  nor  at  any  other  of  the  iilands,  would  they 
pay  the  fmallcd  attention  to  them. 
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In  order  to  give  them  a more  favourable  opinion  of  Eng- 
lilh  amufements,  and  to  leave  their  minds  fully  imprelled  <—•>— 
with  the  deepeft  fenfe  of  our  fuperior  attainments,  I directed 
fome  fireworks  to  be  got  ready ; and,  after  it  was  dark, 
played  them  off  in  the  prefence  of  Feenou,  the  other 
Chiefs,  and  a vaft  concourfe  of  their  people.  Some  of  the 
preparations  we  found  damaged  j but  others  of  them  were 
in  excellent  order,  and  fucceeded  fo  perfectly,  as  to  anfwcr 
the  end  I had  in  view.  Our  water  and  fky-rockets,  .in  par- 
ticular, pleafed  and  aflonifhed  them  beyond  all  conception  ; 
and  the  fcale  was  now  turned  in  our  favour. 

This,  however,  feemed  only  to  furnifli  them  with  an 
additional  motive  to  proceed  to  frefli  exertions  of  their  very 
fingular  dexterity ; and  our  fireworks  were  no  fooncr  ended, 
than  a fucceflion  of  dances,  which  Feenou  had  got  ready 
for  our  entertainment,  began.  As  * a prelude  to  them,  a 
band  of  mufic,  or  chorus  of  eighteen  men,  feated  them- 
felves  before  us,  in  the  centre  of  the  circle,  compofed  by 
the  numerous  fjpcctators,  the  area  of  which  was  to  be  the 
feene  of  the  exhibitions.  Four  or  five  of  this  band,  had 
pieces  of  large  bamboo,  from  three  to  five  or  fix  feet  long, 
each  managed  by  one  man,  who  held  it  nearly  in  a vertical 
polition,  the  upper  end  open,  but  the  other  end  clofed  by 
one  of  the  joints.  With  this  clofc  end,  the  performers  kept 
conflantly  flriking  the  ground,  though  flowly,  thus  pro- 
ducing different  notes,  according  to  the  different  lengths  of 
the  inllruments,  but  all  of  them  of  the  hollow  or  bafe  fort ; 
to  counteract  which,  a perfon  kept  flriking  quickly,  and 
with  two  flicks,  a piece  of  the  fame  fubitance,  fplit,  and 

• Mr.  Andcrfon's  account  of  the  night  dances  being  much  fuller  than  Captain 
Cook’s,  the  reader  will  not  be  difplcafcd  that  it  has  been  adopted. 
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laid  along  the  ground,  and,  by  that  means,  furnifliing  a 
tone  as  acute,  as  thofe  produced  by  the  others  were  grave. 
The  reft  of  the  band,  as  well  as  thofe  who  performed  upon 
the  bamboos,  fung  a flow  and  foft  air,  which  fo  tempered 
the  harflier  notes  of  the  above  inftruments,  that  no  bye- 
ftander,  however  accuftomed  to  hear  the  mod  perfect  and 
varied  modulation  of  fweet  founds,  could  avoid  confell- 
ing  the  vaft  power,  and  pleafmg  effect,  of  this  Ample 
harmony. 

The  concert  having  continued  about  a quarter  of  an 
hour,  twenty  women  entered  the  circle.  Moft  of  them  had, 
upon  their  heads,  garlands  of  the  crimfon  flowers  of  the 
China  rofe,  or  others ; and  many  of  them  had  ornamented 
their  perfons  with  leaves  of  trees,  cut  with  a great  deal  of 
nicety  about  the  edges.  They  made  a circle  round  the 
chorus,  turning  their  faces  toward  it,  and  began  by  flnging 
a foft  air,  to  which  refponfes  were  made  by  the  chorus  in 
the  fame  tone;  and  thefe  were  repeated  alternately.  All 
this  while,  the  women  accompanied  their  fong  with  feveral 
very  graceful  motions  of  their  hands  toward  their  faces, 
and  in  other  directions  at  the  fame  time,  making  conftantly 
a ftep  forward,  and  then  back  again,  with  one  foot,  while 
the  other  was  Axed.  They  then  turned  their  faces  to  the  af- 
fembly,  fung  fome  time,  and  retreated  flowly  in  a body,  to 
that  part  of  the  circle  which  was  oppoflre  the  hut  where  the 
principal  fpeftators  fat.  After  this,  one  of  them  advanced 
from  each  Ade,  meeting  and  palling  each  other  in  the  front, 
and  continuing  their  progrefs  round,  till  they  came  to  the 
reft.  On  which,  two  advanced  from  each  Ade,  two  of  whom 
alfo  palled  each  other,  and  returned  as  the  former ; but 
the  other  two  remained,  and  to  thefe  came  one,  from  each 
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fide,  by  intervals,  till  the  whole  number  had  again  formed 
a circle  about  the  chorus. 


Their  manner  of  dancing  was  now  changed  to  a quicker 
meafurc,  in  which  they  made  a kind  of  half  turn  by  leap- 
ing, and  clapped  their  hands,  and  fnapped  their  fingers, 
repeating  fome  words  in  conjundlion  with  the  chorus.  To- 
ward the  end,  as  the  quicknefs  of  the  muGc  increafed, 
their  geftures  and  attitudes  were  varied  with  wonderful 
vigour  and  dexterity  ; and  fome  of  their  motions,  perhaps, 
would,  with  us,  be  reckoned  rather  indecent.  Though  this 
part  of  the  performance,  moll  probably,  was  not  meant  to 
convey  any  wanton  ideas,  but  merely  to  difplay  the  aftonifh- 
ing  variety  of  their  movements. 

To  this  grand  female  ballet,  fucceeded  one  performed  by 
fifteen  men.  Some  of  them  were  old  ; but  their  age  feemed 
to  have  abated  little  of  their  agility  or  ardour  for  the  dance. 
They  were  difpofed  in  a fort  of  circle,  divided  at  the  front, 
with  their  faces  not  turned  out  toward  the  affcmbly,  nor 
inward  to  the  chorus ; but  one  half  of  their  circle  faced  for- 
ward as  they  had  advanced,  and  the  other  half  in  a con- 
trary direftion.  They,  fomciimes,  fung  flowly,  in  concert 
with  the  chorus ; and,  while  thus  employed,  they  alfo  made 
l'cvcral  very  fine  motions  with  their  hands,  but  different 
from  thofe  made  by  the  women,  at  the  fame  time  inclining 
the  body  to  either  fide  alternately,  by  raifing  one  leg,  which 
was  (Irctchcd  outward,  and  reding  on  the  other;  the  arm  of 
the  fame  fide  being  alfo  flrctehed  fully  upward.  At  other 
times,  they  recited  fentenccs  in  a mufical  tone,  which  were 
anfwercd  by  the  chorus  ; and,  at  intervals,  increafed  the 
meafurc  of  the  dance,  by  clapping  the  hands,  and  quick- 
ening the  motions  of  the  feet,  which,  however,  were  never 
yaried.  At  the  end,  the  rapidity  of  the  mufic,  and  of  the 
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|777-  dancing,  increafetl  fo  much,  that  it  was  fcarcely  poffible  to 
*— v — -j  diftinguiffi  the  different  movements ; though  one  might 
fuppofe  the  aftors  were  now  almoft  tired,  as  their  perform- 
ance had  lafted  near  half  an  hour. 

After  a confiderable  interval,  another  aft,  as  we  may  call 
it,  began.  Twelve  men  now  advanced,  who  placed  them- 
felves  in  double  rows  fronting  each  other,  but  on  oppoliie 
fides  of  the  circle ; and,  on  one  fide,  a man  was  ftationed, 
who,  as  if  he  had  been  a prompter,  repeated  feveral  fen- 
tences,  to  which  the  twelve  new  performers,  and  the  chorus, 
replied.  They  then  fung  flowly  ; and  afterward  danced  and 
fung  more  quickly,  for  about  a quarter  of  an  hour,  after 
the  manner  of  the  dancers  whom  they  had  fucceeded. 

Soon  after  they  had  finilhed,  nine  women  exhibited  them- 
felvcs,  and  fat  down  fronting  the  hut  where  the  Chief  was. 
A man  then  rofe,  and  ftruck  the  firft  of  thefe  women  on  the 
back,  with  both  fids  joined.  He  proceeded,  in  the  fame 
manner,  to  the  fecond  and  third  * but  when  he  came  to  the 
fourth,  whether  from  accident  or  defign  I cannot  tell,  in- 
ftcad  of  the  back,  he  ftruck  her  on  the  bread.  Upon  this,  a 
.perfon  rofe  inftantly  from  the  crowd,  who  brought  him  to 
the  ground  with  a blow  on  the  head;  and  he  was  carried 
off  without  the  lcaft  noife  or  diforder.  But  this  did  not  five 
the  other  five  women  from  fo  odd  a difeipline,  or  perhaps 
neceflary  ceremony ; for  a perfon  fucceeded  him,  who 
treated  them  in  the  fame  manner.  Their  difgrace  did  not 
end  here  ; for  when  they  danced,  they  had  the  mortification 
to  find  their  performance  twice  difapproved  of,  and  were 
obliged  to  repeat  it.  This  dance  did  not  differ  much  from 
that  of  the  firft  women,  except  in  this  one  circumftance,  that 
the  prefent  fet,  fometimes  railed  the  body  upon  one  leg, 
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by  a fort  of  double  motion,  and  then  upon  the  other  alter- 
nately, in  which  attitude  they  kept  fnapping  their  fingers  ; 
and,  at  the  end,  they  repeated,  with  great  agility,  the  briik 
movements,  in  which  the  former  group  of  female  dancers 
hacj  fliewn  themfelves  fo  expert. 

In  a little  time,  a perfon  entered  uncxpedtcdly,  and  faid 
fomething  in  a ludicrous  way,  about  the  fireworks  that  had 
been  exhibited,  which  extorted  a buril  of  laughter  from  the 
multitude.  After  this,  we  had  a dance  compofed  of  the 
men  who  attended,  or  had  followed,  Feenou.  They  formed 
a double  circle  (i.  e.  one  within  another)  of  twenty-four 
each,  round  the  chorus,  and  began  a gentle  foothing  fong, 
with  correfponding  motions  of  the  hands  and  head.  This 
lafted  a confiderable  time,  and  then  changed  to  a much 
quicker  meafurc,  during  which  they  repeated  fentences, 
either  in  conjunction  with  the  chorus,  or  in  anfwer  to  fome 
fpoken  by  that  band.  They  then  retreated  to  the  back  part 
of  the  circle,  as  the  women  had  done,  and  again  advanced, 
on  each  fide,  in  a triple  row,  till  they  formed  a fcmicircle, 
which  was  done  very  flowly,  by  inclining  the  body  on  one 
leg,  and  advancing  the  other  a little  way,  as  they  put  it 
down.  They  accompanied  this,  with  fuch  a foft  air  as  they 
had  fung  at  the  beginning ; but  foon  changed  it  to  repeat 
fentences  in  a harfher  tone,  at  the  fame  time  quickening  the 
dance  very  much,  till  ,d»ey  finifhed  with  a general  Oiout 
and  clap  of  the  hands.  The  fame  was  repeated  feveral 
times ; but,  at  laft,  they  formed  a double  circle,  as  at  the 
beginning,  danced,  and  repeated  very  quickly,  and  finally 
doled  with  feveral  very  dexterous  tranfpofitions  of  the  two 
circles. 

The  entertainments  of  this  memorable  night  concluded 
with  a dance,  in  which  the  principal  people  prefent 
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,777.  exhibited.  It  refembled  the  immediately  preceding  one,  in 
M*'~  . fome  refpedts,  having  the  fame  number  of  performers,  who 
began  nearly  in  the  fame  way ; but  their  ending,  at  each 
interval,  was  different.  For  they  increafed  their  motions  to 
a prodigious  qulcknefs,  fhaking  their  heads  from  fhou^der 
to  Ihouldcr,  with  fuch  force,  that  a fpc&ator,  unaccuftomed 
to  the  fight,  would  fuppofe,  that  they  ran  a rilk  of  diflo- 
cating  their  necks.  This  was  attended  with  a fmart  clap- 
. ping  of  the  hands,  and  a kind  of  favage  holla ! or  fhrick, 
not  unlike  what  is  fometimes  pradfifed  in  the  comic  dances 
on  our  European  theatres.  They  formed  the  triple  femi- 
circle,  as  the  preceding  dancers  had  done ; and  a perfon, 
who  advanced  at  the  head  on  one  fide  of  the  femicircle, 
began  by  repeating  fomething  in  a truly  mufical  recitative, 
which  was  delivered  with  an  air  fo  graceful,  as  might  put 
to  the  blufh  our  moll  applauded  performers.  He  was  an- 
fwered  in  the  fame  manner,  by  the  perfon  at  the  head  of 
the  oppofitc  party.  This  being  repeated  feveral  times,  the 
whole  body,  on  one  fide,  joined  in  the  refponfes  to  the 
whole  correfponding  body  on  the  oppofitc  fide,  as  the  femi- 
circle  advanced  to  the  front ; and  they  finifhed,  by  finging 
and  dancing  as  they  had  begun. 

Thefe  two  laft  dances  were  performed  with  fo  much 
fpirit,  and  fo  great  exadlnefs,  that  they  met  with  univerfal 
approbation.  The  native  fpedtatoffe1,  who,  no  doubt,  were 
perfedt  judges  whether  the  feveral  performances  were  pro- 
perly executed,  could  not  withhold  their  applaufes  at  fome 
particular  parts  t and  even  a ftranger,  who  never  faw  the 
diverfion  before,  felt  fimilar  fatisfadtion,  at  the  fame  in- 
flam.  For  though,  through  the  whole,  the  molt  ftridf  con- 
cert was  obferved,  fome  of  the  geftures  were  fo  expreflive, 
that  it  might  be  faid,  they  fpoke  the  language  that  accom- 
panied them ; if  we  allow  that  there  is  any  conned!  ion  be* 
||  tween 
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tween  motion  and  found.  At  the  fame  time,  it  ffiould  be 
obferved,  that  though  the  mufic  of  the  chorus,  and  that  of 
the  dancers,  correfponded,  conftant  pra&ice  in  thefe  favourite 
amufements  of  ouir  friends,  feems  to  have  a great  fharc  in 
cffc&ing  the  exaft  time  they  keep  in  their  performances. 
For  we  obferved,  that  if  any  of  them  happened  accidentally 
to  be  interrupted,  they  never  found  the  fmallcft  difficulty  in 
recovering  the  proper  place  of  the  dance  or  fong.  And 
their  perfedl  difeipline  was,  in  no  indance,  more  remark- 
able, than  in  the  fudden  tranfitions  they  fo  dexteroufly  made 
from  the  ruder  exertions,  and  harfli  founds,  to  the  fofteft 
airs,  and  gentleft  movements*. 

The  place  where  the  dances  were  performed,  was  an 
open  fpace  amongft  the  trees,  jpft  by  the  fca,  with  lights,  at 
fmall  intervals,  placed  round  the  infide  of  the  circle.  The 
concourfe  of  people  was  pretty  large,  though  not  equal  to 
the  number  aiTembled  in  the  forenoon,  when  the  marines 
exercifed.  At  that  time,  fome  of  our  gentlemen  guefled 
there  might  be  prefent  about  five  thoufand  perfons ; others 
thought  there  were  more ; but  they  who  reckoned  that 
there  were  fewer,  probably,  came  nearer  to  the  truth. 

• In  a former  note,  at  p.  1 88.  it  was  obferved,  that  tbe  fongs  and  dances  of  the  Caro, 
line  Iflanders,  in  the  North  Pacific,  bear  a great  refemblancc  to  thofc  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Watceoo.  The  remark  may  be  now  extended  to  thofc  of  the  Friendly  Iflanders, 
deferibed  at  large  in  this  chapter.  That  the  reader  may  judge  for  himfelf,  I have 
fclecled  the  following  particulars  from  Father  Cantova’s  account.  “ Pendant  la 
“ nuie,  au  dair  de  la  lunc,  its  s’aflcmblcnt,  de  temps  en  temps,  pour  chanter  & danfer 

devant  la  maifon  dc  leur  Tamole.  Leurs  danfes  fe  font  au  fon  dc  la  voix,  car  ils 
44  n’ont  point  d'inftrumcnt  de  muftque.  La  brautl  dc  la  danfc,  confide  dans  l’cxaltc 
44  uniformitc  dcs  mouvemens  du  corps.  Les  homme?,  fepares  des  femmes,  fc  poftent 
44  vis-a-vis  les  uns  des  autres  ; apres  quoi,  ils  remuent  la  tctc,  les  bras,  les  mains,  les 
44  pieds,  en  cadence. — Leur  tete  eft  couvcrtc  dc  plumes,  ou  dc  fleurs  ; — ct  Pon  voit,  at. 
44  tac  lives  a leurs  oreillcs,  dcs  fcuilles  de  palmier  tiflucs  avee  aflezd’art. — Les  femmes, 
44  de  leur  cote, — fc  regardant  les  uncs  les  autres,  commcnccnt  un  chant  pathetique  k 
44  langoureux,  accompagnant  le  fon  de  leur  voix  du  mouvement  cadcncc  dc  la  tctc  k 
M dcs  bras.**  Ltttra  Edijumta  & Curitujh , Tom.  xr.  p.  314,  315. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Defcription  of  Lefooga. — Its  cultivated  State. — Its  Ex- 
tent,— TranfaEiions  there. — A Female  Oculifi — Sin- 
gular Expedients  for  paving  off  the  Hair. — The  Ships 
change  their  Station. — A remarkable  Mount  and  Stone. 
— Dtfcription  of  Hoolaiva. — Account  of  Poulaho,  King 
of  the  Friendly  If  and s — RcfpeEiful  Manner  in  which 
he  is  treated  by  his  People. — Departure  from  the 
Hapaee  Ifands. — Some  Account  of  Kotoo. — Return  of 
the  Ships  to  Annamooka. — Poulaho  and  Feenou  meet.— 
Arrival  at  Fongataboo.  ' ■ ' 

✓'"tURIOSITY,  on  both  lutes,  being  now  fuffiriently 
1 - — ’ V^<  gratified,  by  the  exhibition  of  the  various  entertain- 

ments I have  deferibed,  I began  to  have  time  to  look  about 
Weiner,  n.  me.  Accordingly,  next  day,  I took  a walk  into  the  illand  of 
Lefooga,  of  which  I was  defirous  to  obtain  feme  know- 
ledge. I found  it  to  be,  in  fevcral  refpeeb,  fuperior  to  An- 
namooka. The  plantations  were  both  more  numerous,  and 
more  extenlive.  In  many  places,  indeed,  toward  the  fca,  efpe- 
cially  on  flic  Eaft  fide,  the  country  is  Hill  wallc  ; owing, 
perhaps,  to  the  fandy  foil  j as  it  is  much  lower  than  Anna- 
mooka, and  its  furrounding  ifles.  But,  toward  the  middle 
of  the  illand,  the  foil  is  better  ; and  the  marks  of  confidcr- 
able  population,  and  of  improved  cultivation,  were  very 
confpicuous.  For  we  met  here  with  very  large  plantations, 
X indofed 
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inclofed  in  fuch  a manner,  that  the  fences  running  parallel  <777- 
to  each  other,  form  fine  fpacious  public  roads,  that  would  > — y- — # 
appear  ornamental  in  countries  where  rural  conveniences  \ 

have  been  carried  to  the  greateft  perfection.  We  obfervcd 
large  fpots  covered  with  the  paper  mulberry-trees  -,  and  the 
plantations,  in  general,  were  well  flocked  with  fuch  roots 
and  fruits  as  are  the  natural  produce  of  the  ifland.  To  thcfc 
I made  fome  addition,  by  fowing  the  feeds  of  Indian  corn, 
melons,  pumpkins,  and  the  like.  At  one  place  was  a 
houfe,  four  or  five  times  as  large  as  thofe  of  the  common 
fort,  with  a large  area  of  grafs  before  it ; and,  I take  it  for 
granted,  the  people  refort  thither  on  certain  public  occafions. 

Near  the  landing-place,  we  faw  a mount,  two  or  three  feet 
high,  covered  with  gravel ; and  on  it  flood  four  or  five  fmall 
huts,  in  which,  the  natives  told  us,  the  bodies  of  fome  of 
their  principal  people  had  been  interred. 

The  ifland  is  not  above  feven  miles  long ; and,  in  fome 
places,  not  above  two  or  three  broad.  The  Eaft  fide  of  it, 
which  is  expofed  to  the  trade-wind,  has  a reef,  running  to 
a confiderable  breadth  from  it,  on  which  the  fea  breaks 
with  great  violence.  It  is  a continuation  of  this  reef  that 
joins  Lefooga  to  Foa,  which  is  not  above  half  a mile  diftant; 
and,  at  low  water,  the  hatives  can  walk  upon  this  reef, 
which  is  then  partly  dry,  from  the  one  ifland  to  the  other. 

The  Ihore  itfelf  is  either  a coral  rock,  fix  or  feven  feet  high, 
or  a fandy  beach ; but  higher  than  the  Weft  fide  •,  which, 
in  general,  is  not  more  than  three  or  four  feet  from  the 
level  of  the  fea,  with  a fandy  beach  its  whole  length. 

When  1 returned  from  myexcurfion  into  the  country,  and 
went  on  board  to  dinner,  I found  a large  failing  canoe  fall 
to  the  (hip’s  ftern.  In  this  canoe  was  Latooliboula,  whom 
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■J77-  I had  fccn  at  Tongataboo,  during  my  laft  voyage  ; and  who 
v- — f — ' was  then  fuppofcd  by  us  to  be  the  King  of  that  idand.  He 
fat  in  the  canoe,  with  all  that  gravity,  by  which,  as  I have 
mentioned  in  my  Journal  *,  he  was  fo  remarkably  dillin- 
guifhed  at  that  time ; nor  could  I,  by  any  intreaties,  prevail 
upon  him  now  to  come  into  the  fhip.  Many  of  the  iflanders 
were  prefcnt;  and  they  all  called  him  Arcekec,  which  fignilies 
King.  I had  never  heard  any  one  of  them  give  this  title  to 
Feenou,  however  extenfive  his  authority  over  them,  both 
here,  and  at  Annamooka,  had  appeared  to  be;  which  had, 
all  along,  inclined  me  to  fufpedt,  that  he  was  not  the  King; 
though  his  friend  Taipa  had  taken  pains  to  make  me  be- 
lieve he  was.  Latooliboula  remained  under  the  ftern  till 
the  evening,  when  he  retired  in  his  canoe  to  one  of  the 
iflands.  Feenou  was  on-board  my  fhip  at  the  fame  time; 
but  neither  of  tliefe  great  men  took  the  lead  notice  of  the 
other.  , > . 

Thtufdayji.  Nothing  material  happened  the  next  day,  except  that  fome 
of  the  natives  dole  a tarpaulin,  and  other  things,  from  off 
the  deck.  They  were  foon  miffed,  and  the  thieves  purfued; 

* See  Ciiptfiin  Ciik’s  Voyage^  Vo!,  i.  p.  2c6,  207.  The  name  of  this  extraordinary 
perfonage  is  there  laid  to  be  Kchjra-too  Ftilfangou  ; which  cannot,  by  the  m«ft  lk;J- 
ful  ctymologifl,  be  tortured  into  the  leaf!  moll  diftant  rcfemldance  of  LatKiikiula.  It 
is  rein  irkable,  that  Captain  Cook  (bould  not  take  any  notice  of  his  having  called  the 
fame  pci  Ion  by  two  names  fo  very  different.  Perhaps  we  may  account  for  this  by 
fuopofmg  one  to  be  the  name  of  the  perfon,  and  the  other  the  defeription  of  his  title 
or  rank.  This  fuppofltion  feems  well  founded,  when  wc  confidcr,  that  Lit:?,  in  the 
language  of  thefe  people,  is  fometimes  ufed  to  fignifv  a Great  Chief ; and  J)r.  Fe  ller, 
in  his  OkfervcticnS)  p.  378,  379.  and  elfc  where,  fpcaks  of  the  fovereign  of  Tonga- 
taboo,  under  the  title  of  their  Lotto . This  very  perfon  is  called,  by  Dr.  holler, 
p.  370.  Latc9-N*p*oroo}  which  furnilhcs  a very  flriking  inflame  of  the  variations 
of  our  people  in  writing  down  the  fame word  as  pronounced  by  the  natives.  How- 
ever, wc  can  cafily  trace  the  affinity  between  Xiptorco  and  Lifoultt,  as  the  changes  of 
the  confotiantt  are  iuch  as  arc  perpetually  made,  upon  hearing  a word  pronounced,  to 
which  our  cars  have  not  been  accullomcd,  Mr.  AndciTon  hcifc  agrees  with  Captain 
Cook  in  writing  Latooliboula.. 
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but  a little  too  late.  I applied,  therefore,  to  Feenou,  who,  *jn- 
if  he  was  not  king,  was  at  lead  veiled  with  the  higheft  i — U— » 
authority  here,  to  exert  it,  in  order  to  have  niy  things  re- 
flored.  He  referred  me  to  Earoupa  ; who  put  me  oil,  from 
time  to  time ; and,  at  lad,  nothing  was  done. 

In  the  morning  of  the  23d,  as  we  were  going  to  unmoor,  in  F.iJaj  ,3. 
order  to  leave  the  ifland,  Feenou,  and  his  prime-minidcr 
Taipa,  came  along-fide  in  a failing  canoe,  and  informed  me, 
that  they  were  fettingout  for  Vavaoo,  an  ifland,  which,  they 
faid,  lies  about  two  days  fail  to  the  Northward  of  Hapaec. 

The  objedl  of  their  voyage,  they  would  have  me  believe, 
was  to  get  for  me  an  additional  fupply  of  hogs,  and  fomc 
red-feathered  caps  for  Omai,  to  carry  to  Otaheitc,  where 
they  are  in  high  efleem.  Feenou  allured  me,  that  he  fliould 
be  back  in  four  or  five  days  ; and  delired  me  not  to  fail  till 
his  return,  when,  he  promifed,  he  would  accompany  me 
to  Tongataboo.  I thought  this  a good  opportunity  to  get 
lbme  knowledge  of  Vavaoo,  and  propofed  to  him  to  go 
thither  with  the  (hips.  But  he  feemed  not  to  approve  of 
the  plan;  and,  by  way  of  diverting  me  from  it,  told  me, 
that  there  was  neither  harbour,  nor  anchorage  about  it. 

I,  therefore,  confcnted  to  wait,  in  my  prefent  llation,  for 
his  return  ; and  he  immediately  fet  out. 

The  next  day,  our  attention  was,  for  fome  time,  taken  SaturJjyj^. 
up  with  a report,  induftrioufly  fpread  about  by  fome  of 
the  natives,  that  a iliip,  like  ours,  had  arrived  at  Anna- 
mooka  fince  we  left  it ; and  was  now  at  anchor  there.  The 
propagators  of  the  report  were  plcafcd  to  add,  that  Toobott, 
the  Chief  of  that  ifland,  was  haflening  thither  to  receive 
thefe  new-comers ; and  as  we  knew  that  he  had  aiflually 
left  us,  we  were  the  more  ready  to  believe  there  might  be 
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f°mc  foundation  for  the  flory  of  this  unexpected  arrival. 

\ ,_y — / However,  to  gain  fome  farther  information,  I went  on  Chore 
with  Omai,  in  queft  of  the  man  who,  it  was  faid,  had 
brought  the  firft  account  of  this  event  from  Annamooka. 
We  found  him  at  the  houfe  of  Earoupa ; where  Omai  put 
fuch  queftions  to  him  as  I thought  neceffary;  and  the  an- 
fwers  he  gave,  were  fo  clear  and  fatisfatffory,  that  I had  not 
a doubt  remaining.  But,  juft  about  this  time,  a Chief,  of 
fome  note,  whom  we  well  knew,  arrived  from  Annamooka; 
and  declared,  that  no  ihip  was,  at  that  ifland,  nor  had 
been,  fince  our  leaving  it.  The  propagator  of  the  report, 
finding  himfelf  detefted  in  a falfehood,  inftantly  withdrew, 
and  we  faw  no  more  of  him.  What  end  the  invention  of 
this  tale  could  anfwer,  was  not  eafy  to  conjedlure ; unlefs 
we  fuppofe  it  to  have  been  artfully  contrived,  to  get  us  re- 
moved  from  the  one  ifland  to  the  other. 

So»d«y  15.  In  my  walk,  on  the  25th,  I happened  to  ftep  into  a houfe, 
where  a woman  was  drefling  the  eyes  of  a young  child,  who 
feemed  blind ; tire  eyes  being  much  inflamed,  and  a thin 
film  fpread  over  them.  7 he  inftruments  Ihc  ufed  were  two 
flendcr  wooden  probes,  with  which  flic  had  bruihed  the 
eyes  fo  as  to  make  them  bleed.  It  feems  worth  mention* 
ing,  that  the  natives  of  thefe  iflands  fhould  attempt  an  ope* 
ration  of  this  fort ; though  I entered  the  houfe  too  late,  to 
deferibe  cxaiflly  how  this  female  oculift  employed  the 
wretched  tools  flic  had  to  work  with. 

I was  fortunate  enough  to  fee  a different  operation  going 
on  in  the  fame  houfe,  of  which  I can  give  a tolerable  ac- 
count. I found  there  another  woman  (having  a child’s 
head,  with  a (hark’s  tooth,  iluck  into  the  end  of  a piece  of 
ftick.  I obferved,  that  flic  firft  wet  the  hair  with  a rag 
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dipped  in  water,  applying  her  inllrument  to  that  part  which.  gr- 
ille had  previouily  foaked.  The  operation  feemed  to  give  no  < 

pain  to  the  child;  although  the  hair  was  taken  off’ as  clofe 
as  if  one  of  our  razors  had  been  employed.  Encouraged  by 
what  I now  faw,  I,  foon  after,  tried  one  of  thefe  lingular 
inftruments  upon  myfelf,  and  found  it  to  be  an  excellent 
fucccJantum.  However,  the  men  of  thefe  iflands  have  re- 
courfe  to  another  contrivance  when  they  fhave  their  beards. 

The  operation  is  performed  with  two  fhells ; one  of  which 
they  place  under  a fmall  part  of  the  beard,  and  with  the 
other,  applied  above,  they  ferape  that  part  off.  In  this  j 
manner  they  are  able  to  fhave  very  clofe.  The  procefs  t 
is,  indeed,  rather  tedious,  but  not  painful;,  and  there  are 
men  amongff  them  who  feem  to  profefs  this  trade.  It 
was  as  common,  while  we  were  here,  to  fee  our  failors  go 
afhorc  to  have  their  beards  feraped  off,  after  the  fafhion  of 
Hapaee,  as  it  was  to  fee  their  Chiefs  come  on  board  to  be 
fliaved  by  our  barbers.  • 

t • • ■ • •»  * • * 

Finding  that  little  or  nothing  of  the  produce  of  the  ifland  \ 
was  now  brought  to  the  fhips,  I refolved  to  change  our. 
ffation,  and  to  wait  Feenou’s  return  from  Vavaoo,  in  fome 
other  convenient  anchoring-place,  where  refrefhmcnts  might 
flill  be  met  with.  Accordingly,  in  the  forenoon  of  the  26th,  Mondiy  :6. 
we  got  under  fail,  and  flood  to  the  Southward  along  the 
reef  of  the  ifland ; having  fourteen  and  thirteen  fathoms 
water,  with  a fandy  bottom.  However,  we  met  with  feveral 
detached  ihoals.  Some  of  them  were  difeovered  by  breakers; 
fome,  by  the  water  upon  them  appearing  difcoloured ; 
and  others,  by  the  lead.  At  half  pall  two  in  the  afternoon, 
having  already  paffed  feveral  of  thefe  flioals,  and  feeing 
more  of  them  before  us,  I hauled  into  a bay,  that  lies  be- 
tween the  South  end  of  Lefooga,  and  the  North  end  of  Hoo- 

laiva, 


Digitized  by  Google 


26a 


A VOYAGE  TO 


*777-  laiva,  and  there  anchored  in  feventeen  fathoms  water:  the 

VnMfm  . 

u— bottom  a coral- fund ; the  point  of  Lefooga  bearing  South  Eaft 
by  Eaft,  a mile  and  a half  dillant.  The  Difcovery  did  not  get 
to  an  anchor  till  funfet.  She  had  touched  upon  one  of  the 
fhoals  } but  backed  olT  again,  without  receiving  any  da- 
mage. 

As  foon  as  we  had  anchored,  I fent  Mr.  Bligh  to  found 
the  bay  where  we  were  now  ftationed  ; and  myfelf,  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  Gore,  landed  on  the  Southern  part  of  Le- 
fooga, to  examine  the  country,  and  to  look  for  frclli  water. 
Not  that  we  now  wanted  a fupply  of  this  article,  having 
filled  all  the  calks  at  our  late  ftation ; but  I had  been  told, 
that  this  part  of  the  illand  could  afford  us  fonie,  preferable 
to  any  we  had  got  at  the  former  watering-place.  This  will 
not  be  the  only  time  I lliall  have  occalion  to  remark,  that 
thefc  people  do  not  know  what  good  water  is.  We  were 
conducted  to  two  wells ; but  the  water  in  both  of  them 
proved  to  be  execrable  ; and  the  natives,  our  guides,  allured 
us  that  they  had  none  better. 

Near  the  South  end  of  the  illand,  and  on  the  Weft  fide, 
we  tnct  with  an  artificial  mount.  From  the  ft7.e  of  fome 
trees  that  were  growing  upon  it,  and  from  other  appear- 
ances, 1 gucflcd  that  it  had  been  raifed  in  remote  times.  I 
judged  it  to  be  about  forty  feet  high j and  the  diameter  of 
its  fnmmit  meafured  fifty  feet.  At  the  bottom  of  this  mount, 
Hood  a ftonc,  which  mull  have  been  hewn  out  of  coral  rock. 
It  was  four  feet  broad,  two  and  a half  thick,  and  fourteen 
high)  and  we  were  told  by  the  natives  prelent,  that  not 
above  half  its  length  appeared  above  ground.  1 hey  called 
it  Tangala  Arckec  *;  and  laid,  that  it  had  been  fet  up,  and  the 

•*  Ta*£fltat  in  their  language,  is  man;  Ardttt  king. 

i 
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mount  raifed,  by  fome  of  their  forefathers,  in  memory  of  •rtf- 
on  e of  their  kings  j but  how  long  fince,  they  could  not  tell.  < ___ 

Night  coming  on,  Mr.  Gore  and  I returned  on  board  ; and, 
at  the  fame  time,  Mr.  Bligh  got  back  from  founding  the  bay, 
in  which  he  found  from  fourteen  to  twenty  fathoms  water; 
the  bottom,  for  the  moft  part,  fand,  but  not  without  fome 
coral  rocks.  The  place  where  we  now  anchored  is  much 
better  flickered  than  that  which  we  had  lately  come  from  ; 
but  between  the  two  is  another  anchoring  ftation,  much 
better  than  either.  Lefooga  and  Hoolaiva  arc  divided  from 
each  other  by  a reef  of  coral  rocks,  which  is  dry  at  low 
water;  fo  that  one  may  walk,  at  that  time,  from  the  one 
to  the  other,  without  wetting  a foot.  Some  of  our  Gentle- 
men, who  landed  in  the  latter  ifland,  did  not  find  the  leaft 
mark  of  cultivation,  or  habitation,  upon  it;  except  a Angle 
liut,  the  refldence  of  a man  employed  to  catch  ftfli  and 
turtle.  It  is  rather  extraordinary,  that  it  fhould  be  in  this 
deferted  date,  communicating  fo  immediately  with  Lefooga, 
which  is  fo  pcrfcttly  cultivated.  For,  though  the  foil  is 
quite  fandy,  all  the  trees  and  plants  found,  in  a natural 
flate,  on  the  neighbouring  iflands,  are  produced  here  with 
the  greateft  vigour.  The  Ball  fide  of  it  has  a reef  like  Le- 
fooga; and  the  Weft  Adc  has  a bending,  at  the  North  part, 
where  there  feems  to  be  good  anchorage.  Uninhabited  as 
Hoolaiva  is,  an  artiftcial  mount,  like  that  at  the  adjoining 
ifland,  has  been  raifed  upon  it,  as  high  as  fome  of  the  fur- 
rounding trees. 

At  day-break,  next  morning,  I made  the  Agnal  to  weigh  ; Tucflay  27- 
and,  as  I intended  to  attempt  a paffage  to  Annamooka, 
in  my  way  to  Tongataboo,  by  the  South  Weft,  among  ft 
the  intervening  iflands,  I fent  the  Maftcr  in  a boat  to 
found  before  the  fliips.  But  before  we  could  get  under 
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1777-  fail,  the  wind  became  unfettled  ; which  made  it  un- 

Mat.  . 

■ _ ' - fafe  to  attempt  a paffage  this  way,  till  we  were  better  ac- 

quainted with  it.  I,  therefore,  lay  fad,  and  made  the  fignal 
for  the  Mailer  to  return  •,  and  afterward  fent  him  and  the 
Mailer  of  the  Difcovery,  each  in  a boat,  with  inftrudtions 
to  examine  the  channels,  as  far  as  they  could,  allowing 
themfelves  time  to  get  back  to  the  fliips  before  the  clofe  of 
the  day. 

About  noon,  a large  failing  canoe  came  under  our  Hern, 
in  which  was  a perfon  named  Futtafaihe,  or  Poulaho,  or 
both ; who,  as  the  natives  then  on  board  told  us,  was  King 
of  Tongataboo,  and  of  all  the  neighbouring  iilands  that  wc 
had  feen  or  heard  of.  It  was  a matter  of  furprize  to  me,  to 
have  a llranger  introduced  under  this  character,  which  I 
had  fo  much  reafon  to  believe  really  belonged  to  another. 
But  they  perGfted  in  their  account  of  the  fupreme  dig- 
nity of  this  new  viGter ; and  now,  for  the  firll  time,  they 
owned  to  me,  that  Feenou  was  not  the  King,  but  only  a 
fubordinate  Chief,  though  of  great  power ; as  he  was  often 
fent  from  Tongataboo  to  the  other  iilands,  on  warlike  expe- 
ditions, or  to  decide  differences.  It  being  my  interefl,  as 
well  as  my  inclination,  to  pay  court  to  all  the  great  men, 
without  making  inquiry  into  the  validity  of  their  af- 
fumed  titles,  I invited  Poulaho  on  board ; as  I underllood  he 
was  very  defirous  to  come.  He  could  not  be  an  unwelcome 
guelt;  for  he  brought  with  him,  as  a prefent  to  me,  two 
good  fat  hogs;  though  not  fo  fat  as  himfclf.  If  weight  of 
' body  could  give  weight  in  rank  or  power,  he  was  certainly 

the  moll  eminent. man  in  that  refpedt,  we  had  feen;  for, 
though  not  very  tall,  he  was  very  unwieldy,  and  almoft 
Giapelcfs  with  corpulence.  He  feemed  to  be  about  forty 
years  of  age,  had  Graight  hair,  and  his  features  differed  a 
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good  deal  from  thofe  of  the  bulk  of  his  people.  I found 
him  to  be  a fedatc,  fenfible  man.  Fie  viewed  the  fliip,  and 
the  feveral  new  objects,  with  uncommon  attention;  and 
atked  many  pertinent  queftions ; one  of  which  was.  What 
could  induce  us  to  vifit  thefe  illands  ’ After  he  had  fatisfied 
his  curiofity  in  looking  at  the  cattle,  and  other  novelties 
which  he  met  with  upon  deck,  I defired  him  to  walk  down 
into  the  cabin.  To  this,  fomc  of  his  attendants  obje&ed, 
faying,  that,  if  he  were  to  accept  of  that  invitation,  it  mutt 
happen,  that  people  would  walk  over  his  head ; which  could 
not  be  permitted.  I directed  my  interpreter  Omai,  to  tell 
them,  that  I would  obviate  their  objection,  by  giving  orders, 
that  no  one  fliould  prefume  to  walk  upon  that  part  of  the 
deck  which  was  over  the  cabin.  Whether  this  expedient 
would  have  fatisfied  them,  was  far  from  appearing  ; but  the 
Chief  himfelf,  lefs  fcrupulous,  in  this  refpedt,  than  his  at- 
tendants, waved  all  ceremony,  and  walked  down  without 
any  ftipulation.  He  now  appeared  to  be  as  folicitous  him- 
felf, as  his  people  were,  to  convince  us  that  he  was  king, 
and  not  Fccnou,  who  had  patted  with  us  as  fuch.  For  he 
foon  perceived,  that  we  had  fome  doubts  about  it ; which 
doubts  Omai  was  not  very  defirous  of  removing.  The 
clofeft  connection  had  been  formed  between  him  and  Fee- 
nou,  in  teftimony  of  which,  they  had  exchanged  names ; 
and,  therefore,  he  was  not  a little  chagrined,  that  another 
perfon  now  put  in  his  claim  to  the  honours  which  his 
friend  had  hitherto  enjoyed. 

Poulaho  fat  down  with  us  to  dinner ; but  he  eat  little,  and 
drank  lefs.  When  we  rofe  from  the  table,  he  defired  me  to 
accompany  him  afhorc.  Omai  was  a Iked  to  be  of  the  party  ; 
but  he  was  too  faithfully  attached  to  Feenou,  to  fliew  any 
attention  to  his  competitor ; and,  therefore,  excufcd  him- 
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•777-  fclf.  I attended  the  Chief  in  my  own  boat,  having  firfl 

v «— j made  prefcnts  to  him,  of  fuch  articles  as,  I could  obferve, 

he  valued  much,  and  were  even  beyond  his  expectation  to 
receive.  I was  not  difappointed  in  my  view  of  thus  fecur- 
ing  his  friendlhip ; for  the  moment  the  boat  reached  the 
beach,  and,  before  he  quitted  her,  he  ordered  two  more 
hogs  to  be  brought,  and  delivered  to  my  people  to  be  con- 
veyed on  board.  He  was  then  carried  out  of  the  boat,  by 
fome  of  his  own  people,  upon  a board  refembling  a hand- 
barrow,  and  went  and  feated  himfelf  in  a fmall  houfe  near 
the  fhore  ; which  feemed  to  have  been  eredted  there  for  his 
accommodation.  He  placed  me  at  his  fide;  and  his  attend- 
ants, who  were  not  numerous,  feated  thcmfelves  in  a femi- 
circle  before  us,  on  the  outfide  of  the  houfe.  Behind  the 
Chief,  or  rather  on  one  fide,  fat  an  old  woman,  with  a fort 
of  fan  in  her  hand,  whofe  office  it  was  to  prevent  his  being 
peftcrcd  with  the  flics. 

The  fcveral  articles  which  his  people  had  got,  by  trading 
on  board  the  fhips,  were  now  difplayed  before  him.  He 
looked  over  them  all,  with  attention,  inquired  what  they 
had  given  in  exchange,  and  feemed  pleafed  with  the  bar- 
gains they  had  made.  At  length,  he  ordered  every  thing  to 
be  refiored  to  the  refpedfive  owners,  except  a glafs  bowl, 
with  which  he  was  fo  much  pleafed,  that  he  referved  it  for 
himfelf.  The  perfons  who  brought  thefe  things  to  him, 
firfl  fquatted  thcmfelves  down  before  him,  then  they  depo- 
fited  their  feveral  purchafes,  and  immediately  rofe  up  and 
retired.  The  fame  refpeCtful  ceremony  was  oblerved  in 
taking  them  away ; and  pot  one  of  them  prefumed  to  fpeak 
to  him  Handing.  I flayed  till  feveral  of  his  attendants  left 
him,  firfl  paying  him  obeifance,  by  bowing  the  head  down 
to  the  foie  of  his  foot,  and  touching  or  tapping  the  fame,, 
9 with 
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with  the  upper  and  under  fide  of  the  fingers  of  both  hands.  ■To- 
others, who  were  not  in  the  circle,  came,  as  it  feemed,  on  «■ , —J- f 
purpofe,  and  paid  him  this  mark  of  refpctfl,  and  then  re- 
tired, without  fpcaking  a word.  I was  quite  charmed  with 
the  decorum  that  was  obferved.  I had,  no  where,  feen  the 
like,  not  even  amongfl  more  civilized  nations. 

I found  the  mailer  returned  from  his  expedition,  when  I 
got  on  board.  He  informed  me,  that,  as  far  as  he  had  pro- 
ceeded, there  was  anchorage,  and  a paflage  for  the  Ihips ; 
but  that,  toward  the  South  and  South  Eall,  he  faw  a num- 
ber of  fmall  illes,  flioals,  and  breakers.  Judging,  from  this 
report,  that  my  attempting  a paflage  that  way  would  be  at- 
tended with  fome  rilk,  I now  dropped  all  thoughts  of  it ; 
thinking  it  better  to  return  toward  Annamooka  by  the 
fame  route,  which  we  had  fo  lately  experienced  to  be  a 
fafe  one. 

Having  come  to  this  refolution,  1 Ihould  have  failed  next  wed«r.  >s. 
morning,  if  the  wind  had  not  been  too  far  Southerly,  and,  * 
at  the  fame  time,  very  unfettled.  Poulaho,  the  king,  as  I 
lhall  now  call  him,  came  on  board  betimes  > and  brought, 
as  a prefent  to  me,  one  of  their  caps,  made,  or,  at  leaft, 
covered,  with  red  feathers.  Thefe  caps  were  much  fought 
after  by  us ; for  we  knew  they  would  be  highly  valued  at 
Otaheite.  But,  though  very  large  prices  were  offered,  not  one 
was  ever  brought  for  fale ; which  fliewed,  that  they  were  no 
lefs  valuable  in  the  eflimation  of  the  people  here ; nor  was 
there  a perfon  in  either  lhip,  that  could  make  himfelf  the 
proprietor  of  one,  except  myfelf,  Captain  Clerkc,  and  Omai. 

Thefe  caps,  or  rather  bonnets,  are  compofcd  of  the  tail  fea- 
thers of  the  Tropic  bird,  with  the  red  feathers  of  the  parro- 
quets  wrought  upon  them,  or  jointly  with  them.  They  are 
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m7»5'.  mac'e  f°  as  t0  tic  upon  the  forehead  without  any  crown,  and 
> — . — > have  the  form  of  a femicirclc,  whofe  radius  is  eighteen  or 
twenty  inches.  But  a drawing  which  Mr.  Webber  has  made 
of  Poulaho,  dreffed  in  one  of  thefe  bonnets,  will  convey 
the  beft  idea  of  them.  The  Chief  flayed  on  board  till  the 
evening,  when  he  left  us  ; but  his  brother,  whofe  name  was 
alfo  Futtafaihe,  and  one  or  two,  or  more,  of  his  attendants, 
continued  in  the  fhip  all  night. 

Thurfda; ig.  At  day-break,  the  next  morning,  I weighed  with  a fine 

breeze,  at  Eaft  North  Eaft,  and  flood  to  the  Weftward, 
with  a view  to  return  to  Annamooka,  by  the  track  we 
had  already  experienced.  We  were  followed  by  fevcral 
failing  canoes,  in  one  of  which  was  the  king.  As  foon 
as  he  got  on  board  the  Resolution,  he  inquired  for  his 
brother,  and  the  others  who  had  remained  with  us  all 
night.  It  now  appeared,  that  they  had  flayed  without 
his  leave  ; for  he  gave  them,  in  a very  few  words,  fuch 
a reprimand  as  brought  tears  from  their  eyes ; and 
yet  they  were  men  not  lefs  than  thirty  years  of  age.  He 
was,  however,  foon  reconciled  to  their  making  a longer 
flay;  for,  on  quitting  us,  he  left  his  brother,  and  five  of 
his  attendants,  on  board.  We  had  alfo  the  company  of  a 
Chief,  juft  then  arrived  from  Tongataboo,  whofe  name  was 
Tooboucitoa.  The  moment  he  arrived,  he  fent  his  canoe 
away,  and  declared,  that  he  and  five  more,  who  came  with 
him,  would  fleep  on  board ; fo  that  I had  now  my  cabin 
filled  with  vifiters.  This,  indeed,  was  fome  inconvenience ; 
but  I bore  with  it  more  willingly,  as  they  brought  plenty  of 
• provifions  with  them,  as  prelcnts  to  mej  for  which  they 
always  had  fuitable  returns. 

About 
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About  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  Eafterly  wind  was  >777- 

* May. 

fuccccded  by  a frefh  breeze  at  South  South  Eaft.  Our  courfc,  ' ^ — ». 

now  being  South  South  Weft,  or  more  Southerly,  we  were 
obliged  to  ply  to  windward,  and  did  but  juft  fetch  the  North 
Side  of  Footooha  by  eight  o’clock,  where  we  fpent  the 
night,  making  Ihort  boards. 

The  next  morning,  we  plyed  up  to  Lofanga,  where, 
according  to  the  information  of  our  friends,  there  was  an- 
chorage. It  was  one  o’clock,  in  the  afternoon,  before  we 
got  foundings,  under  the  lee  or  North  Weft  fide,  in  forty 
fathoms  water,  near  half  a mile  from  the  fltore;  but  the 
bank  was  deep,  and  the  bottom  rocky,  and  a chain  of 
breakers  lay  to  leeward.  All  thefe  circumftances  being 
againft  us,  1 ftretchcd  away  for  Kotoo,  with  the  expectation 
of  finding  better  anchoring  ground  under  that  iftand.  Hut 
fo  much  time  had  been  fpent  in  plying  up  to  Lofanga, 
that  it  was  dark  before  we  reached  the  other;  and,  finding 
no  place  to  anchor  in,  the  night  was  fpent  as  the  preced- 
ing one. 

At  day  break,  on  the  31ft,  I flood  for  the  channel  which  Saturday  jt» 
is  between  Kotoo,  and  the  reef  of  rocks  that  lie  to  the 
Weftward  of  it ; but,  on  drawing  near,  I found  the  wind 
too  fcant  to  lead  us  through.  I,  therefore,  bore  up  on  the 
outfide  of  the  reef,  and  ftretched  to  the  South  Weft,  till  near 
noon,  when,  perceiving  that  we  made  no  prog  refs  to  wind- 
ward, and  being  apprelicnfive  of  lofing  the  iflands,  with  fo 
many  of  the  natives  on  board,  I tacked  and  flood  back,  in-r 
tending  to  wait  till  fome  more  favourable  opportunity.  We  . 
did  but  juft  fetch  in  with  Footooha,  between  which  and 
Kotoo  we  fpent  the  night,  under  reefed  topfails  and  forefail. 

The  wind  blew  frefh,  and  by  fqualh,  with  rain ; ani  we 

were 
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•777-  were  not  without  apprehenfions  of  danger.  I kept  the  deck 
>_  -y-l.y  till  midnight,  when  1 left  it  to  the  Matter,  with  fuch  direc- 
tions as,  I thought,  would  keep  the  (hips  clear  of  the  (hoals 
and  rocks,  that  lay  round  us.  But,  after  making  a trip  to 
the  North,  and  (landing  back  again  to  the  South,  our  (hip, 
by  a fmall  (hift  of  the  wind,  fetched  farther  to  the  wind- 
ward than  was  expefted.  By  this  means  (lie  was  very  near 
running  full  upon  a low  fandy  ifle,  called  Pootoo  Pootooa, 
furrounded  with  breakers.  It  happened,  very  fortunately, 
that  the  people  had  juft  been  ordered  upon  the  deck,  to  put 
the  (hip  about,  and  the  moft  of  them  were  at  their  ftations  ■, 
fo  that  the  neceffary  movements  were  not  only  executed  with 
judgment,  but  alfo  with  alcrtncfs ; and  this  alone  faved  us 
from  deftru&ion.  The  Difcovery  being  aftem,  was  out  of 
danger.  Such  hazardous  fituations  are  the  unavoidable 
companions  of  the  man,  who  goes  upon  a voyage  of 
difcovery. 

* This  circumftance  frightened  our  paflengers  fo  much, 
that  they  exprefled  a flrong  dciirc  to  get  affiore.  Accord- 
ant. ingly,  as  foon  as  day-light  returned,  I hoifted  out  a boat, 
Sunday  i.  an(j  ortjcrC(j  thc  officer  who  commanded  her,  after  landing 
them  at  Kotoo,  to  found  along  the  reef  that  fpits  off  from 
that  ifland,  for  anchorage.  For  I was  full  as  much  tired  as 
they  could  be,  with  beating  about  amongft  the  furrouoding 
ides  and  (hoals,  and  determined  to  get  to  an  anchor,  fomc- 
wherc  or  other,  If  pofliblc.  While  the  hoat  was  abfent,  we 
• attempted  to  turn  the  (hips  through  the  channel,  between 

the  fandy  ifle  and  the  reef  of  Kotoo,  in  expectation  of  find- 
ing a moderate  depth  of  water  behind  them  to  anchor  in. 
But,  meeting  with  a tide  or  current  againft  us,  we  were 
obliged  to  defift,  and  anchor  in  fifty  fathoms  water,  with  the 
fandy  ifle  bearing  Eaft  by  North,  one  mile  diftant. 

We 
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Wc  lay  here  till  the  4th.  While  in  this  flation  we 
were,  fcveral  times,  vifited  by  the  king,  by  Tooboueitoa, 
and  by  people  from  the  neighbouring  illands,  who  came 
off  to  trade  with  us,  though  the  wind  blew  very  frefh 
moll  of  the  time.  The  matter  was  now  fent  to  found  the 
channels  between  the  iflands  that  lie  to  the  Eaftward ; and 
I landed  on  Kotoo,  to  examine  it,  in  the  forenoon  of 
the  2d. 


1777. 

June. 

< . — 


Monday  u 


This  ittand  is  fcarcely  acccffible  by  boats,  on  account  of 
coral  reefs  that  furround  it.  It  is  not  more  than  a mile 
and  half,  or  two  miles,  long;  and  not  fo  broad.  The  North 
Weft  end  of  it  is  low,  like  the  iflands  of  Hapaee  ; but  it  rifes 
fuddenly  in  the  middle,  and  terminates  in  reddifh  clayey 
cliffs,  at  the  South  Eaft  end,  about  thirty  feet  high.  The 
foil,  in  that  quarter,  is  of  the  fame  fort  as  in  the  cliffs;  but, 
in  the  other  parts,  it  is  a loofc,  black  mould.  It  produces 
the  fame  fruits  and  roots  which  we  found  at  the  other 
iflands ; is  tolerably  cultivated,  but  thinly  inhabited.  While 
I was  walking  all  over  it,  our  people  were  employed  in 
cutting  fome  grafs  for  the  cattle;  and  we  planted  fomc 
melon  feeds,  with  which  the  natives  feemed  much  pleafed, 
and  inclofcd  them  with  branches.  On  our  return  to  the  boar, 
wc  patted  by  two  or  three  ponds  of  dirty  water,  which  was 
more  or  lefs  brackilh  in  each  of  them ; and  faw  one  of  their 
burying-placcs,  which  was  much  neater  than  thofc  that 
were  met  with  at  Hapaee. 

On  the  4th,  at  feven  in  the  morning,  we  weighed ; and,  WeJnef.  4. 
with  a fretti  gale  at  Eaft  South  Eaft,  flood  away  for  Anna- 
mooka,  where  we  anchored,  next  morning,  nearly  in  the  Ti>urfJ»y 
fame  ftation  which  we  had  fo  lately  occupied. 
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1 went  on  fhorc  foon  after,  and  found  the  inhabitants 
very  bufy  in  their  plantations,  digging  up  yams  to  bring  to 
market ; and,  in  the  courfc  of  the  day,  about  two  hundred 
of  them  had  afTembled  on  the  beach,  and  traded  with  as 
much  eagernefs,  as  during  our  late  vifit.  Their  flock  ap- 
peared to  have  been  recruited  much,  though  we  had  re- 
turned fo  foon  ; but,  inflead  of  bread-fruit,  which  was  the 
only  article  we  could  purchafc  on  our  firft  arrival,  nothing 
was  to  be  feen  now  but  yams,  and  a few  plantains.  This 
fhews  the  quick  i'ucceffion  of  the  feafons,  at  lead  of  the  dif- 
ferent vegetables  produced  here,  at  the  fcveral  times  of  the 
year.  It  appeared  alfo  that  they  had  been  very  bufy,  while 
we  were  ablenr,  in  cultivating;  for  we  now  faw  fcveral  large 
plantain  fields,  in  places  which  we  had,  fo  lately,  feen  lying 
wafle.  The  yams  were  now  in  the  greateil  perfection ; and 
wc  procured  a good  quantity,  in  exchanges  for  pieces  of 
iron. 

Thefe  people,  in  the  abfence  of  Toobou,  whom  wc  left 
behind  us  at  Kotoo,  with  Poulaho  and  the  other  Chiefs, 
feemed  to  be  under  little  fubordination.  For  wc  could  not 
perceive,  this  day,  that  one  man  afTumed  more  authority 
than  another.  Before  I returned  on  board,  I vifited  the 
fcveral  places  where  I had  fown  melon  feeds,  and  had  the 
mortification  to  find,  that  moil  of  them  were  dcflroycd  by 
a fmall  ant;  but  fome  pine-apple  plants,  which  I had  alfo 
left,  were  in  a thriving  flatc. 

About  noon,  next  day,  Feenou  arrived  from  Vavaoo.  He 
told  us,  that  fevcral  canoes,  laden  with  hogs,  and  other 
provifions,  which  had  failed  with  him  from  that  ifland,  had 
been  loft,  owing  to  the  late  blowing  weather;  and  that  every 
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body  on  board  them  had  periflied.  This  melancholy  tale 
did  not  feem  to  afTetft  any  of  his  countrymen  who  heard  it ; ' — -v- — > 
and,  as  to  ourfelvcs,  \vc  were,  by  this  time,  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  his  charadlcr,  to  give  much  credit  to  fuch  a 
dory.  The  truth,  probably,  was,  that  he  had  not  been  able 
to  procure  at  Vavaoo  the  fupplies  which  he  expedit'd  ; or,  if 
he  got  any  there,  that  lie  had  left  them  at  Hapacc,  which 
lay  in  his  way  back,  and  where  he  could  not  but  receive 
intelligence  that  Poulahohad  been  with  us;  who,  therefore, 
he  knew,  would,  as  his  fuperior,  have  all  the  merit  and 
reward  of  procuring  them,  though  he  had  not  any  (hare  of 
the  trouble.  The  invention  of  this  lofs  at  fea  was,  however, 
well  imagined.  For  there  had  lately  been  very  blowing 
weather;  in  fo  much,  that  the  King,  and  other  Chiefs,  who 
had  followed  us  from  Hapaee  to  Kotoo,  had  been  left  there, 
not  caring  to  venture  to  fea  when  we  did ; but  defired  I 
might  wait  for  them  at  Annamooka,  which  was  the  rcafon 
of  my  anchoring  there,  this  fecond  time,  and  of  my  not  pro- 
ceeding directly  to  Tongataboo. 

The  following  morning;  Poulaho,  and  the  other  Chiefs  Saturday;, 
who  had  been  wind-bound  with  him,  arrived.  I happened, 
at  this  time,  to  be  alhore  in  company  with  Feenou ; who 
now  feemed  to  be  fenfiblc  of  the  impropriety  of  his  con- 
dutfl,  in  alluming  a character  that  did  not  belong  to  him. 

For  he  not  only  acknowledged  Poulaho  to  be  King  of  Ton- 
gataboo, and  the  other  ifles;  but  affected  to  infill  much 
on  it,  which,  no  doubt,  was  with  a view  to  make  amends 
for  his  former  prefumption.  1 left  him,  to  vifit  this  greater 
man,  whom  I found  fitting  with  a few  people  before  him. 

But,  every  one  haftening  to  pay  court  to  him,  the  circle  in- 
crcafed  pretty  fad.  I was  very  defirous  of  oblerving  Feenou ’s 
behaviour  on  this  occafion  ; and  had  the  mod  convincing 
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proof  of  his  fupcriority;  for  he  placed  himfelf  amongft  the 
reft  that  fat  before  Poulaho,  as  attendants  on  his  majcfty. 
He  feemcd,  at  firft,  rather  abalhcd  ; as  fomc  of  us  were 
prefent  who  had  been  ufed  to  fee  him  act  a different  part  ; 
but  he  foon  recovered  himfelf.  Some  little  converfation 
paffed  between  thefe  two  Chiefs,  which  none  of  us  undcr- 
ttood  i nor  were  we  fatisficd  with  Otnai’s  interpretation  of 
it.  We  were,  however,  by  this  time,  fufficvently  unde- 
ceived as  to  Feenou’s  rank.  Both  he  and  Poulaho  went  on 
bpard  with  me  to  dinner  ; but  only  the  latter  fat  at  table. 
Feenou,  having  made  his  obeifance,  in  the  ufual  way,  fa- 
luting  his  fovereign's  foot  with  his  head  and  hands,  re- 
tired out  of  the  cabin  *.  The  king  had  before  told  us,  that 
this  would  happen ; and  it  now  appeared,  that  Feenou  could 
not  even  eat  nor  drink  in  his  royal  prcfencc. 


£ma>jr  8.  At  eight  o'clock,  next  morning,  we  weighed  and  ftccred 
for  Tongataboo,  having  a gentle  breeze  at  North  Eaft.  About 
fourteen  or  fifteen  failing  veffels,  belonging  to  the  natives, 
fet  out  with  us ; but  every  one  of  them  outrun  the  fhips 
confiderably.  Feenou  was  to  have  taken  his  paftage  in  the 
Rcfolution ; but  preferred  his  own  canoe;  and  put  two  men  on 


* Marks  of  profound  rcfpc#,.  very  fimilar  to  thofc  paid  by  natives  of  the  Friendly 
I Hands  to  their  fovcrcign,  are  alfo  paid  to  the  principal  Chiefs,  or  TamaUs  of  the  Ca- 
roline Iflands,  as  appears  from  father  Cuntova’s  account  here  tranferibed.  “ Lorf- 
44  qu’un  TamoU  donne  audience,  il  paroit  aflis  fur  unc  tabic  elevue  : les  peuples  s’in- 
44  clincnt  devant  lui  jufqu’a  terre  ; & du  plus  loin  qu’ils  arrivent,  its  marchent  1c 
u corps  tout  courbe,  U la  tctc  prefqu'cntre  les  genoux,  jufqu’a  ce  qu’ils  foient  au- 
44  pres  de  fa  perfonne;  alors  ils  s’aficycnt  a plate  terre;  £r,  les  yeux  baiftes,  ils  rc- 
44  foivent  fes  ordres  avec  le  plus  profond  rcfpe&.  Quand  1c  Tantcle  les  congedic,  ils 
44  fc  retirent,  cn  fc  courbant  de  la  mcme  maul  ere  que  quand  ils  font  venus,  & ne  fe 
*•  rclcvent  que  lorfqu’ils  font  hors  de  fa  prcfcnce.  Scs  paroles  font  autant  d’oracles 
44  qu’on  revere ; on  rend  a fes  ordres  une  obci  fiance  avcugle ; enfin,  on  baife  les 
44  mains  & les  pied*,  quand  on  lui  demands  quclquc  grace.” 

Lettra  EdtfianUi  & Cwrieufn , Tom.  xv.  p.  312,  313. 
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board,  to  conduct  us  to  the  bcft  anchorage.  We  fleered  »777- 

° June. 

South  by  Weft  by  compafs.  v — ^ 

At  five  in  the  afternoon  we  faw  two  fmall  iflands,  bearing 
Weft,  about  four  leagues  diftant.  Our  pilots  called  the  one 
Hoonga  Hapacc,  and  the  other  Hoonga  Tonga.  They  lie 
in  the  latitude  of  20*  36' ; and  ten  or  eleven  leagues  from 
the  Weft  point  of  Annamooka,  in  the  direction  of  South, 

46*  Weft.  According  to  the  account  of  the  inlanders  on 
board,  only  five  men  refide  upon  Hoonga  Hapaee;  and 
Hoonga  Tonga  is  uninhabited  ; but  both  of  them  abound 
•with  fea-fowl. 

We  continued  the  fame  courfc  till  two  o’clock  next  morn-  Monday  9.' 
ing,  when,  feeing  fomc  lights  ahead,  and  not  knowing  whe- 
ther they  were  on  fliorc,  or  on  board  the  canoes,  we  hauled  • 
the  wind,  and  made  a fhort  trip,  each  way,  till  day-break. 

We  then  refumed  our  courfe  to  the  South  by  Weft;  and, 
prefently  after,  faw  feveral  fmall  iflands  before  us,  and 
Eooa  and  Tongataboo  beyond  them.  We  had,  at  this 
time,  twenty-five  fathoms,  water,  over  a bottom  of  broken 
coral  and  fand.  The  depth  gradually  decreafed  as  we  drew 
near  the  ifles  above  mentioned,  which  lie  ranged  along  the 
North  Eaft  fide  of  Tongataboo.  By  the  direction  of  our  pilots 
we  fleered  for  the  middle  of  it,  and  for  the  wideft  fpace  be- 
tween the  fmall  ifles  which  wc  were  to  pafs ; having  our 
boats  ahead,  employed  in  founding.  We  were,  infenfibly, 
drawn  upon  a large  flat,  upon  which  lay  innumerable  coral 
rocks,  of  difierent  depths,  below  the  furface  of  the  water. 
Notwithftanding  all  our  care  and  attention  to  keep  the  fhip 
clear  of  them,  we  could  not  prevent  her  from  flriking  on 
one  of  thefc  rocks.  Nor  did  the  Difcovery,  though  behind 
us,  efcape  any  better.  Fortunately,  neither  of  the  Ihips  ftuck 
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1777*  fad,  nor  received  any  damage.  We  could  not  get  back  with- 
■ •*-. — _/  out  increafing  the  danger,  as  we  had  come  in  altnod  before 
the  wind.  Nor  could  we  cad  anchor,  but  with  the  certainty 
of  having  our  cables  indantly  cut  in  two  by  the  rocks.  We 
had  no  other  refourcc  but  to  proceed.  To  this,  indeed,  we 
were  encouraged,  noc  only  by  being  told,  but  by  feeing, 
that  there  was  deeper  water  between  us  and  the  fhore. 
However,  that  we  might  be  better  informed,  the  moment 
we  found  a fpot  where  we  could  drop  the  anchor,  clear  of 
rocks,  we  came  to;  and  fent  the  Madcrs,  with  the  boats,  to 
found. 

Soon  after  we  had  anchored,  which  was  about  noon,  fe- 
veral  of  the  inhabitants  of  Tongaraboo  came  off  in  their 
canoes  to  the  (hips.  Thefe,  as  well  as  our  pilots,  a (lured 
■ us,  that  we  (hould  find  deep  water  farther  in,  and  a bottom 
free  from  rocks.  They  were  not  midaken  ; for,  about  four 
o’clock,  the  boats  made  the  fignal  for  having  found  good 
anchorage.  Upon  this  we  weighed,  and  dood  in  till  dark, 
and  then  anchored  in  nine  fathoms,  having  a fine,  clear, 
fandy-  bottom. 

During  the  night  wc  had  fomc  fiiowers  of  rain ; but  to- 
ward the  morning,  the  wind  drifted  to  the  South,  and  South 
Tucfdaj  10.  Eaft,  and  broughton  fair  weather.  At  day  break  we  weigh- 
ed, and,  working  in  to  the  (hore,  met  with  no  obdructions, 
but  fuch  as  were  vifiblc,  and  cafily  avoided. 

While  wc  were  plying  up  to  the  harbour,  to  which  the 
natives  direfted  us,  the  king  kept  failing  round  us  in 
his  canoe.  There  were,  at  the  fame  time,  a great  many 
fmall  canoes  about  the  (hips.  Two  of  thefe,  which  could 
not  get  out  of  the  way  of  his  royal  vellcl,  he  run  quite 
over,  with  as  little  concern,  as  if  they  had  been  bits  of 
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wood.  Amongfl  many  others  who  came  on  board  the  Re- 
folution,  was  Otago  *,  who  had  been  fo  ufeful  to  me  when 
I vifitcd  Tongataboo  during  my  lad  voyage ; and  one  Too- 
bou,  who,  at  that  time,  had  attached  himfclf  to  Captain 
Furneaux.  Each  of  them  brought  a hog,  and  tame  yams, 
as  a tedimony  of  his  friendlhip  ; and  I was  not  wanting,  on 
my  part,  in  making  a fuitable  return. 


At  length,  about  two  in  the  afternoon,  we  arrived  at  our 
intended  Ration.  It  was  a very  fnug  place,  formed  by  the 
fltore  of  Tongataboo  on  the  South  Ead,  and  two  fmall 
idands  on  the  Ead  and  North  Ead.  Here  we  anchored  in  ten 
fathoms  water,  over  a bottom  of  oozy  fand ; didant  from 
the  fliore  one-third  of  a mile. 


• See  a print  of  him  in  Captain  Cook's  Voyage,  Vol*  i.  p.  197. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

Friendly  Reception  at  Tongataboo. — Manner  of  dijlribut- 
ing  a baked  Hog  and  Kava  to  Paul aho's  Attendants. — 
The  Obfervatory , &c.  ereSled. — The  Pillage  inhere  the 
Chiefs  refde , and  the  adjoining  Country , dcfcribed. — 
Interviews  with  Marecwagee,  artd  Toobou , and  the  King's 
Son. — A grand  Haiva,  or  Entertainment  of  Songs 
and  Dances , given  by  Mareewagee. — Exhibition  of  Fire- 
works.— Manner  of  IVreJlling  and  Boxing. — Difiribu- 
tion  of  the  Cattle. — Thefts  committed  by  the  Natives. — 
Poulabo,  and  the  other  Chiefs , confined  on  that  Account. 
— Poulabo  s Prefenty  and  Haiva. 

SOON  after  we  had  anchored,  having  firft  dined,  I 
landed,  accompanied  by  Oinai,  and  fome  of  the  Of- 
ficers. We  found  the  king  waiting  fdr  us  upon  the  beach. 
He,  immediately,  conduced  us  to  a fmall  neat  houfe,  fitu- 
ated  a little  within  the  fkirts  of  the  woods,  with  a fine  large 
area  before  it.  This  houfe,  he  told  me,  was  at  my  fervicc, 
during  our  flay  at  the  ifland ; and  a better  fituation  we  could 
not  wifh  for. 

We  had  not  been  long  in  the  houfe,  before  a pretty  large 
circle  of  the  natives  were  aflembled  before  us,  and  l'eated 
upon  the  area.  A root  of  the  kava  plant  being  brought,  and 
laid  down  before  the  king,  he  ordered  it  to  be  fplit  into  pieces, 
and  diftributed  to  feveral  people  of  both  fexes,  who  began 
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' the  operation  of  chewing  it  s and  a bowl  of  their  favourite 

liquor  was  foon  prepared.  In  the  mean  time,  a baked  hog,  ' — » — -» 
and  two  bafkets  of  baked  yams,  were  produced,  and  after- 
ward divided  into  ten  portions.  Thefe  portions  were  then 
given  to  certain  people  prefent ; but  how  many  were  to 
fhare  in  each,  I could  not  tell.  One  of  them,  I obferved, 
was  bellowed  upon  the  king’s  brother;  and  one  remained 
undifpofed  of,  which,  I judged,  was  for  the  king  himfelf, 
as  it  was  a choice  bit.  The  liquor  was  next  ferved  ottt ; hut 
Poulaho  feemed  to  give  no  directions  about  it.  The  firll 
cup  was  brought  to  him,  which  he  ordered  to  be  given  to 
one  who  fat  near  him.  The  fccond  was  alfo  brought  to 
him,  and  this  he  kept.  The  third  was  given  to  me;  but 
their  manner  of  brewing  having  quenched  my  thirft,  it  be- 
came Omai’s  property.  The  reft  of  the  liquor  was  diftri- 
buted  to  different  people,  by  direction  of  the  man  who  had 
the  management  of  it.  One  of  the  cups  being  carried  to 
the  king’s  brother,  he  retired  with  this,  and  with  his  mefs 
of  victuals.  Some  others  alfo  quitted  the  circle  with  their 
portions ; and  the  rcafon  was,  they  could  neither  cat  nor 
drink  in  the  royal  prcfcnce ; but  there  were  others  prefent, 
of  a much  inferior  rank,  of  both  fexes,  who  did  both.  Soon 
after,  molt  of  them  withdrew,  carrying  with  them  what 
they  had  not  eat  of  their  lhare  of  the  feaft. 

I obferved,  that  not  a fourth  part  of  the  company  had 
tailed  either  the  victuals  or  the  drink  ; thofe  who  partook  of 
the  former,  I fuppofed  to  be  of  the  king’s  houfehold.  The 
fervants,  who  diltributed  the  baked  meat,  and  the  Lava,  al- 
ways delivered  it  out  of  their  hand  fitting,  not  only  to  the 
king,  but  to  every  other  perfon.  It  is  worthy  of  remark, 
though  this  was  the  firft  time  of  our  landing,  and  a great 
many  people  were  prefent  who  had  never  fecn  us  before, 
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*777-  yet  no  one  was  troublefome ; but  the  greateft  good  order 
i was  preferved,  throughout  the  whole  aflembly. 

Before  I returned  on  board,  I went  in  fearch  of  a water- 
ing place,  and  was  conduced  to  fome  ponds,  or  rather  holes, 
containing  frefh  water,  as  they  were  plcafed  to  call  it.  The 
contents  of  one  of  thefe,  indeed,  were  tolerable  j but  it  was 
at  (ome  diftance  inland,  and  the  fupply  to  be  got  from  it 
was  very  inconfiderable.  Being  informed,  that  the  little 
ifland  of  Pangimodoo,  near  which  the  fliips  lay,  could 
better  furnifh  this  neceflary  article,  I went  over  to  if,  next 
Wcdncf.  ii.  morning,  and  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  find  there  a final!  pool, 
that  had  rather  freflier  water,  than  any  we  had  met  with 
amongft  thefe  illands.  The  pool  being  very  dirty,  I or- 
dered it  to  be  cleaned ; and  here  it  was  that  we  watered 
the  fliips. 

As  I intended  to  make  fome  Hay  at  Tongataboo,  we 
pitched  a tent,  in  the  forenoon,  juft  by  the  ‘ houfe  which 
Poulaho  had  afiigned  for  our  ufe.  The  horfes,  cattle,  and 
fheep,  were  afterward  landed,  and  a party  of  marines, 
with  their  Officer,  llationed  there  as  a guard.  The  obferva- 
tory  was  then  fet  up,  at  a fmall  diftance  from  the  other  tent; 
and  Mr.  King  refuted  on  fliore,  to  attend  the  obfervations, 
and  to  fuperintend  the  feveral  operations  necelfitry  to  be 
condu&ed  there.  For  the  fails  were  carried  thither,  to  be 
repaired  ; a party  was  employed  in  cutting  wood  for  fuel, 
and  plank  for  the  ufe  of  the  fliips ; and  the  gunners  of 
both,  were  ordered  to  remain  upon  the  fpot,  to  conduct  the 
traffic  with  the  natives,  who  thronged  from  every  part  of 
the  ifland,  with  hogs,  yams,  cocoa-nuts,  and  other  articles 
of  their  produce.  In  a fliort  time,  our  land  poft  was  like  a 
fair,  and  the  fhips  were  fo  crowded  with  vifiters,  that  we 
had  hardly  room  to  ftir  upon  the  decks. 
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Feenott  had  taken  up  his  relidcncc  in  our  neighbourhood ; 
but  he  was  no  longer  the  leading  man.  However,  we  lliil 
found  him  to  be  a perfon  of  confequcnce,  and  we  had  daily 
proofs  of  his  opulence  and  liberality,  Jby  the  continuance  of 
his  valuable  prefents.  But  the  king  was  equally  attentive 
in  this  rcfpcCtj  for  fcarcely  a day  pafled,  without  receiving 
from  him  fome  confnlcrablc  donation.  We  now  heard,  that 
there  were  other  great  men  of  the  iiland,  whom  we  had 
not,  as  yet,  feen.  Otago  and  Toobou,  in  particular,  men- 
tioned a perfon  named  Marecwagec,  who,  they  laid,  was 
of  the  firlt  confequence  in  the  place,  and  held  in  great  vene- 
ration ; nay,  if  Omai  did  not  mifunderfland  them,  fuperior 
even  to  Poulaho,  to  whom  he  was  related  ; but,  being  old, 
lived  in  retirement;  and,  therefore,  would  not  vifit  us. 
Some  of  the  natives  even  hinted,  that  he  was  too  great  a 
man  to  confer  that  honour  upon  us.  This  account  exciting 
my  curiofity,  I,  this  day,  mentioned  to  Poulaho,  that  I was 
very  defirous  of  waiting  upon  Mareewagee  ; and  he  readily 
agreed  to  accompany  me,  to  the  place  of  his  rcfidcnce,  the 
next  morning. 


Accordingly,  we  fet  out,  pretty  early,  in  the  pinnace;  Tboifdjyn. 
and  Captain  Clcrkc  joined  me  in  one  of  his  own  boats. 

We  proceeded  round,  that  is,  to  the  Eadward  of  the  little  illes 
that  form  the  harbour,  and  then,  turning  to  the  South,  ac- 
cording to  Poulaho's  directions,  entered  a fpacious  bay  or 
inlet,  up  which  we  rowed  about  a league,  and  landed  amidlt 
a confiderable  number  of  people,  who  received  us  with  a 
fort  of  acclamation,  not  unlike  our  huzzaing.  They  im- 
mediately feparated,  to  let  Poulaho  pafs,  who  took  us  into  a 
fmall  inclofure,  and  fhifted  the  piece  of  cloth  he  wore,  for 
a new  piece,  neatly  folded,  that  was  carried  by  a young 
man.  An  old  woman  aflifted  in  drefling  him,  and  put  a 
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mat  over  his  cloth ; as  we  fuppofed,  to  prevent  its  being 
dirtied  when  he  fat  down.  On  our  now  afking  him  where 
Marccwagcc  was,  to  our  great  furprize,  he  faid,  he  had 
gone  from  the  place,  to  the  fir  ip,  juft  before  we  arrived. 
However,  he  defired  us  to  walk  with  him  to  a maJaee,  or 
houfc  of  public  refort,  which  flood  about  half  a mile  up 
the  country.  But  when  we  came  to  a large  area  before  it, 
he  fat  down  in  the  path,  and  defired  us  to  walk  up  to  the 
houfe.  We  did  fo,  and  feared  ourfclves  in  front,  while  the 
crowd  that  followed  us  filled  up  the  reft  of  the  fpace.  After 
fitting  a little  while,  we  repeated  our  inquiries/  by  means  of 
Omai,  Whether  we  were  to  fee  Mareewagee  ? But  receiving 
no  fatisfaiftory  information,  and  fufpetfting  that  the  old 
Chief  was  purpofely  concealed  from  us,  we  went  back  to 
our  boats,  much  piqued  at  our  difappointment ; and  when 
I got  on  board,  I found  that  no  fuch  perfon  had  been  there. 
It  afterward  appeared,  that,  in  this  affair,  we  had  laboured 
under  fome  grofs  mifiakes,  and  that  our  interpreter  Omai 
had  cither  been  mifinformed,  or,  which  is  more  likely,  had 
mifunderftood  what  was  told  him  about  the  great  man,  on 
whole  account  we  had  made  this  excurfion. 

The  place  we  went  to  was  a village,  moft  delightfully 
Ccuated  on  the  bank  of  the  inlet,  where  all,  or  moft  of  the 
principal  perfons  of  the  ifland  refide  ; each  having  his  houfe 
in  the  midft  of  a linail  plantation,  with  leffer  houfes,  and 
offices  for  fervants.  Thefc  plantations  arc  neatly  fenced 
round ; and,  for  the  moft  part,  have  only  one  entrance. 
This  is  by  a door,  faftened,  on  the  infulc,  by  a prop  of  wopd ; 
fo  that  a perfon  has  to  knock,  before  he  can  get  admittance. 
Public  roads,  and  narrow  lanes,  lie  between  each  planta- 
tion ; fo  that  no  one  trcfpaffcth  upon  another.  Great  part  of 
fomc  of  thefc  inclofures  is  laid  out  in  gral's- plots,  and 
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planted  with  fuch  things  as  feem  more  for  ornament  than 
ufe.  Hut  hardly  any  were  without  the  Liva  plant,  from  — . — -> 

which  they  make  their  favourite  liquor.  Every  article  of 
the  vegetable  produce  of  the  ifland,  abounded  in  others  of 
thefe  plantations-,  but  thefe,  I obferved,  are  not  the  reft- 
dcnce  of  people  of  the  firil  rank.  There  are  fome  large 
houfes  near  the  public  roads,  with  fpacious  fmooth  grafs- 
plots  before  them,  and  uninclofed.  Thefe,  I was  told,  be- 
longed to  the  king;  and,  probably,  they  are  the  places 
where  their  public  aflemblies  are  held.  It  was  to  one  of 
thefe  houfes,  as  I have  already  mentioned,  that  we  were 
conducted,  foon  after  our  landing  at  this  place. 

About  noon,  the  next  day,  this  Mareewagee,  of  whom  Friday  ij. 
we  had  heard  fo  much,  actually  came  to  the  neighbour- 
hood of  our  poll  on  fhorc ; and,  with  him,  a very  conGde- 
rablc  number  of  people  of  all  ranks.  I was  informed,  that 
he  had  taken  this  trouble,  on  purpofc  to  give  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  waiting  upon  him;  having,  probably,  heard  of 
the  difpleafurc  I had  (hewn,  on  my  difappointment  the  day 
before.  In  the  afternoon,  a party  of  us,  accompanied  by 
Feenou,  landed,  to  pay  him  a vifir.  We  found  a perfon  fit- 
ting under  a large  tree,  near  the  fhore,  a little  to  the  right 
of  the  tent.  A piece  of  cloth,  at  lead  forty  yards  long,  was 
fpread  before  him,  round  which  a great  number  of  people, 
of  both  fexes,  were  feated.  It  was  natural  to  fitppofe,  that 
this  was  the  great  man ; but  we  were  undeceived  by  Feenou ; 
who  informed  us,  that  another,  who  fat  on  a piece  of  mat, 
a little  way  from  this  Chief,  to  the  right  hand,  was  Maree- 
wagee, and  he  introduced  us  to  him,  who  received  us  very 
kindly,  and  defired  us  to  fit  down  by  him.  The  pci  fou,  who 
.fat  under  the  tree,  fronting  us,  was  called  Toobou ; and, 
when  1 have  occafion  to  fpcak  of  him  afterward,  I (hall  call 
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j?77*  him  old  Toobou,  to  diflinguilh  him  from  his  namcfake, 

t , — > Captain  Furneaux’s  friend.  Both  he  and  Mareewagee  had 

a venerable  appearance.  The  latter  is  a flender  man,  and, 
from  his  appearance,  fceins  to  be  confiderably  above  three- 
fcore  years  of  age.  The  former  is  rather  corpulent,  and 
almofl  blind  with  a diforder  of  his  eyes ; though  not  fo  old. 

Not  expe&ing  to  meet  with  two  Chiefs,  on  this  occafion,  I 
had  only  brought  on  Ihore  a prefern  for  one.  This  I now 
found  myfelf  under  a neceflity  of  dividing  between  them  ; 
but  it  happened  to  be  pretty  confiderable,  and  both  of  them 
feemed  fatisfied.  After  this,  we  entertained  them,  for  about 
an  hour,  with  the  performance  of  two  French  horns,  and  a 
drum.  But  they  feemed  mod  plcafcd  with  the  firing  off  a 
piftol,  which  Captain  Clerkc  had  in  his  pocket.  Before  I 
took  my  leave,  the  large  piece  of  cloth  was  rolled  up,  and, 
with  a few  cocoa-nuts,  prefented  to  me. 

Saturday  t{.  The  next  morning,  old  Toobou  returned  my  vifit  on 
board  the  fhip.  lie  alfo  vifited  Captain  C.lcrkc;  and  if  the 
prefent  we  made  to  him,  the  evening  before,  was  fcanty, 
the  deficiency  was  now  made  up.  During  this  time,  Maree- 
wagee vifited  our  people  alliore;  and  Mr.  King  fhewed  to 
him  every  thing  we  had  there.  He  viewed  the  cattle  with 
great  admiration  ; and  the  crofs-cut  faw  fixed  his  attention 
for  fomc  time. 

Toward  noon,  Poulaho  returned  from  the  place  where 
we  had  left  him  two  days  before,  and  brought  with  him  his 
fon,  a youth  about  twelve  years  of  age.  I had  his  company 
at  dinner;  but  the  fon,  though  prefent,  was  not  allowed  to 
fit  down  with  him.  It  was  very  convenient  to  have  him  for 
my  guefl.  For  when  he  was  prefent,  which  was  generally 
the  cafe  while  we  flayed  here,  every  other  native  was 
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excluded  from  the  table;  and  but  few  of  them  would  re-  \>~7- 

June. 

main  in  the  cabin.  Whereas,  if,  by  chance,  it  happened,  > — <—j 
that  neither  he  nor  Feenou  were  on  board,  the  inferior 
Chiefs  would  be  very  importunate  to  be  of  our  dining  party, 
or  to  be  admitted  into  the  cabin  at  that  time  ; and  then  we 
were  fo  crowded,  that  we  could  not  fit  down  to  a meal  with 
any  fatisfadlion.  The  king  was  very  foon  reconciled  to  our 
manner  of  cookery.  But  ftill,  I believe,  he  dined  thus  fre- 
quently with  me,  more  for  the  fake  of  what  we  gave  him 
to  drink,  than  for  what  we  fet  before  him  to  eat.  For  he 
had  taken  a liking  to  our  wine,  could  empty  his  bottle  as 
well  as  moil  men,  and  w'as  as  cheerful  over  it.  He  now 
fixed  his  reiidcnce  at  the  houfe,  or  Malaee,  by  our  tent ; and 
there  he  entertained  our  people,  this  evening,  with  a dance. 

To  the  furprife  of  every  body,  the  unwieldy  Poulaho  en- 
deavoured to  vie  with  others,  in  that  adlivc  amufement. 

In  the  morning  of  the  15th,  I received  a mcfljge  from  Sunday  «$. 
Old  Toobou.  that  he  wanted  to  fee  me  alhore.  Accordingly 
Omai  and  I went  to  wait  upon  him.  Wc  found  him,  like 
an  ancient  patriarch,  felted  under  the  (hade  of  a tree,  with  a 
large  piece  of  the  cloth,  made  in  the  ifland,  fpread  out  at  full 
length  before  him;  and  a number  of  refpeflably  looking 
people  fitting  round  ir.  ITe  defired  us  to  place  ourfelves  by 
him ; and  then  he  told  Omai,  that  the  cloth,  together  with 
a piece  of  red  feathers,  and  about  a dozen  cocoa-nuts,  were 
his  prefent  to  me.  I thanked  him  for  the  favour;  and  de- 
fired he  would  go  on  board  with  me,  as  I had  nothing  on 
fhorc  to  give  him  in  return. 

Omai  now  left  me,  being  fent  for  by  Poulaho  ; and,  foon 
after,  Feenou  came,  and  acquainted  me  that  young  Fatta- 
faihe,  Poulaho’s  fon,  defired  to  fee  me.  I obeyed  the  fum- 
mons,  and  found  the  prince,  and  Omai,  fitting  under  a 
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large  canopy  of  the  finer  fort  of  cloth ; with  a piece  of  the 
coarfer  fort,  fpread  under  them  and  before  them,  that  was 
feventy-fix  yards  long,  and  feven  and  a half  broad.  On  one 
fide  was  a large  old  boar ; and  on  the  other  fide  a heap  of 
cocoa-nuts.  A number  of  people  were  feated  round  the 
cloth  5 and,  amongll  them,  I obferved  Marccwagec,  and 
others  of  the  firfl  rank.  I was  defired  to  fit  down  by  the 
prince ; and  then  Omai  informed  me,  chat  he  had  been 
inftru&ed  by  the  king  to  tell  me,  that,  as  he  and  I were 
friends,  he  hoped  that  his  fon  might  be  joined  in  this 
friendfliip ; and  that,  as  a token  of  my  confent,  I would 
accept  of  his  prefent.  I very  readily  agreed  to  the  propofal ; 
and,  it  being  now  dinner-time,  1 invited  them  all  on 
board. 

Accordingly,  the  young  prince,  Mareewagee,  old  Toobou, 
three  or  four  inferior  Chiefs,  and  two  refpeiftable  old  ladies 
of  the  firft  rank,  accompanied  me.  Mareewagee  was  drefled 
in  a new  piece  of  cloth,  on  the  fkirts  of  which  were  fixed 
fix  pretty  large  patches  of  red  feathers.  This  drefs  feemed 
to  have  been  made,  on  purpofc,  for  this  vifit ; for,  as  foon 
as  he  got  on  board,  he  put  it  off",  and  prefented  it  to  me ; 
having,  I guefs,  heard  that  it  would  be  acceptable,  on  account 
of  the  feathers.  Every  one  of  my  viliters  received  from  me 
fuch  prefents,  as,  1 had  reafon  to  believe,  they  were  highly 
fatisfied  with.  When  dinner  came  upon  tabic,  not  one  of 
them  would  fit  down,  or  eat  a bit  of  any  thing  that  was 
ferved  up.  On  expreflingmy  furprife  at  this,  they  were  all 
taboo,  as  they  faid ; which  word  has  a very  comprehenfive 
meaning ; but,  in  general,  fignifics  that  a thing  is  forbidden. 
Why  they  were  laid  under  fuch  reflraints,  at  prefent,  was  not 
explained.  Dinner  being  over,  and,  having  gratified  their 
curiofity,  by  fhewing  to  them  every  part  of  the  fhip,  I then 
condudled  them  afhore. 
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As  foon  as  the  boat  reached  the  beach,  Feenou,  and  jW* 

fome  others,  inftantly  Hepped  out.  Young  Fattafaihc  fol-  ' v — 

lowing  them,  was  called  back  by  Mareewagec,  who  now 
paid  the  heir  apparent  the  fame  obeifance,  and  in  the 
fame  manner,  that  I had  feen  it  paid  to  the  king.  And 
■when  old  Toubou,  and  one  of  the  old  ladies,  had  fliewn 
him  the  fame  marks  of  refpedt,  he  was  fullered  to  land. 

This  ceremony  being  over,  the  old  people  Hepped  from  my 
boat,  into  a canoe,  that  was  waiting  to  carry  them  to  their 
place  of  abode. 

I was  not  forry  to  be  prefent  on  this  occafion,  as  I was 
thus  furnilhed  with  the  moll  unequivocal  proofs  of  the  fu- 
preme  dignity  of  I’oulaho  and  his  fon,  over  the  other  prin- 
cipal Chiefs.  Indeed,  by  this  time,  I had  acquired  fome 
certain  information  about  the  relative  lituations  of  the  fe- 
veral  great  men,  whole  names  have,  been  fo  often  men- 
tioned. I now  knew,  that  Mareewagee  and  old  Toobou 
were  brothers.  Both  of  them  were  men  of  great  property 
in  the  illand,  and  feemed  to  be  in  high  eftimation  with  the 
people;  the  former,  in  particular,  had  the  very  honourable 
appellation  given  to  him,  by  every  body,  of  Motooa  Tonga', 
that  is  to  fay,  Father  of  Tonga,  or  of  his  Country.  The 
nature  of  his  relationlhip  to  the  king  was  alfo  no  longer  a 
fccret  to  us;  for  we  now  undcrllood,  that  he  was  his  fa- 
ther-in-law ; I’oulaho  having  married  one  of  his  daughters, 
by  whom  he  had  this  fon  ; fo  that  Mareewagee  was  the 
prince’s  grandfather.  1 oulaho’s  appearance  having  fatislied 
us,  that  we  had  been  under  a millake,  in  conGdering  Fee- 
nou as  the  fovereign  of  thefe  illands,  we  had  been,  at  firft, 
much  puzzled  about  his  real  rank  ; but  that  was,  by  this 
time,  afeertained.  Feenou  was  one  of  Marcewa'gee’s  fons; 
and  Tooboucitoa  was  another. 
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)VJc  my  lanilins-  * f°un^  'he  king,  in  the  houfe  adjoining 

— , — j to  our  tent,  along  with  our  people  who  relided  on  fhore. 
The  moment  I got  to  him,  he  bellowed  upon  me  a prefent 
of  a large  hog,  and  a quantity  of  yams.  About  the  dufic 
of  the  evening,  a number  of  men  came,  and,  having  fat 
down  in  a round  group,  began  to  fing  in  concert  with 
the  mulic  of  bamboo  drums,  which  were  placed  in  the 
centre*.  There  were  three  long  ones,  and  two  fliort.  With 
thel'e  they  ftruck  the  ground  endwife,  as  before  deferibed. 
There  were  two  others,  which  lay  on  the  ground,  dide  by 
fide,  and  one  of  them  was  fplit  or  fliivered ; on  thefc  a man 
kept  beating  with  two  fmall  flicks.  They  fung  three  fongs 
while  I flayed ; and,  I was  told,  that,  after  I left  them,  the 
entertainment  lafted  till  ten  o’clock.  They  burnt  the  leaves 
of  the  lobarra  palm  for  a light;  which  is  the  only  thing  I 
ever  faw  them  make  ufe  of  for  this  purpofe. 

While  I was  palling  the  day  in  attendance  on  thefe  great 
men,  Mr.  Anderfon,  with  fome  others,  made  an  excurfion 
into  the  country,  which  furnifhed  him  with  the  following 
remarks:  “ To  the  Weftward  of  the  tent,  the  country  is 
totally  uncultivated  for  near  two  miles,  though  quite  co- 
vered with  trees  and  bullies,  in  a natural  ftate,  growing 
with  the  greateft  vigour.  Ccyond  this  is  a pretty  large 
plain,  on  which  are  fome  cocoa-trees,  and  a few  fmall 
plantations  that  appear  to  have  been  lately  made ; and, 
fecmingly,  on  ground  that  has  never  been  cultivated  before. 
Near  the  creek,  which  runs  to  the  Weftward  of  the  tenr, 
the  land  is  quite  flat,  and  partly  overflowed  by  the  fea  every 

* The  feme  fort  of  evening  concert  is  performed  round  the  houfe  of  the  Chief,  or 
Tamolty  at  the  Caroline  I (lands.  **  Le  Tamale  nc  *’cn<lort  qu’au  bruit  d'un  concert 
“ dc  muflque  que  forme  unc  troupe  de  jeuncs  gens,  qui  s'aflcmblcnt  1c  foir,  autour  dc 
“.  fa  mailon,  & qui  chantent,  a icur  matiicrc,  ccrtaincs  pocfics.”  Ltltra  EJiJiantes 
& Curituftiy  Tom.  xv.  p.  314. 
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tide.  When  that  retires,  the  furface  is  feen  to  be  compofed  '777- 

1 June. 

of  coral  rock,  with  holes  of  ycllowifli  mud  fcattered  up  and  1 — > 

down  ; and  toward  the  edges,  where  it  is  a little  firmer,  arc 
innumerable  ^ittle  openings,  from  which  iflTuc  as  many 
fmall  crabs,  of  two  or  three  different  forts,  which  fwarm 
upon  the  fpot,  as  flics  upon  a carc^fe;  but  are  fo  nimble, 
that,  on  being  approached,  they  difappear  in  an  inflant,  and 
bafHc  even  the  natives  to  catch  any  of  them. 

At  this  place  is  a work,  of  art,  which  fhews,  that  thefe  people 
arc  capable  of  feme  defign,  and  perfeverance,  when  they 
mean  to  accomplifh  any  thing.  This  work  begins,  on  one  fide, 
as  a narrow  caufeway,  which,  becoming  gradually  broader, 
rifes,  with  a gentle  afeent,  to  the  height  of  ten  feet,  where 
it  is  five  paces  broad,  and  the  whole  length  feventy-four 
paces.  Joined  to  this  is  a fort  of  circus,  whofe  diameter  is 
thirty  paces,  and  not  above  a foot  or  two  higher  than  the 
caufeway  that  joins  it,  .with  fome  trees  planted  in  the 
middle.  On  the  oppofite  fide,  another  caufeway  of  the  fame 
fort  defeends ; but  this  is  not  above  forty  paces  long,  and 
is  partly  in  ruin.  The  whole  is  built  with  large  coral 
Hones,  with  earth  on  the  furface,  which  is  quite  overgrown 
with  low  trees  and  fhrubs ; and,  from  its  decaying  in  feve- 
ral  places,  feems  to  be  of  no  modern  date.  Whatever  may 
have  been  its  ufe  formerly,  it  feems  to  be  of  none  now; 
and  all  that  we  could  learn  of  it  from  the  natives  was,  that 
it  belonged  to  Poulaho,  and  is  called  Etchce 

On  the  16th,  in  the  morning,  after  vifiting  the  feveral  Monday  is. 
works  now  carrying  on  afhore,  Mr.  Gore,  and  1,  took  a walk 
into  the  country;  in  the  courfe  of  which  nothing  remark- 
able appeared,  but  our  having  opportunities  of  feeing  the 
whole  procefs  of  making  cloth,  which  is  the  principal 
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*777-  manufacture  of  thefe  iflands,  as  well  as  of  many  others  in 

ju»e.  . , ' 

— this  Ocean.  In  the  narrative  of  my  firfl  Voyage  *,  a minute 
defeription  is  given  of  this  operation,  as  performed  at 
Otahcitc ; but  the  procefs,  here,  differing  in  fome  parti- 
culars, it  may  be  worth  while  to  give  the  following  ac- 
count of  it: 

The  manufacturers,  who  are  females,  take  the  flender 
(talks  or  trunks  of  the  paper-mulberry,  which  they  cul- 
tivate for  that  purpofe ; and  which  feldom  grows  more 
than  fix  or  feven  feet  in  height,  anil  about  four  fingers  in 
thicknefs.  -From  thefe  they  flrip  the  bark,  and  ferape  off 
the  outer  rind  with  a mufcle-fliell.  The  bark  is  then  rolled 
up  to  take  off  the  convexity  which  it  had  round  the  ftalk, 
and  macerated  in  water  for  fome  time  (they  fay,  a ni£ht). 
After  this,  it  is  laid  acrofs  the  trunk  of  a fmall  tree  fquared, 
and  beaten  with  a fquare  wooden  inftrument,  about  a foot 
long,  full  of  coarfe  grooves  on  all  fidcs ; but,  fometimes,  with 
one  that  is  plain.  According  to  the  fize  of  the  bark,  a piece 
is  foon  produced ; but  the  operation  is  often  repeated  by  an- 
other hand,  or  it  is  folded  fcveral  times,  and  beat  longer, 
which  feems  rather  intended  to  dole  than  to  divide  its 
texture.  When  this  is  fufficiently  effected,  it  is  fpread  out 
to  dry  j the  pieces  being  from  four  to  fix,  or  more,  feet  in 
length,  and  half  as  broad.  They  arc  then  given  to  another 
perfon,  who  joins  the  pieces,  by  fmcaring  part  of  them 
over  with  the  vifeous  juice  of  a berry,  called  tooo,  which 
ferves  as  a glue.  Having  been  thus  lengthened,  they  are 
laid  over  a large  piece  of  wood,  with  a kind  of  (lamp,  made 
of  a fibrous  fubftance  pretty  clofely  interwoven,  placed  be- 
neath. They  then  take  a bit  of  cloth,  and  dip  it  in  a juice, 

• Hawkcfwortb’s  Collc&ion  of  Voyages,  Vol.  ii.  p.  210. 
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exprefled  from  the  bark  of  a tree,  called  kokka,  which  they  jot- 
rub  brilkly  upon  the  piece  that  is  making.  This,  at  once,  ~j 
leaves  a dull  brown  colour,  and  a dry  glofs  upon  its  fur- 
face  ; the  ilamp,  at  the  fame  time,  making  a flight  impref- 
lion,  that  anfwers  no  other  purpofe  that  I could  fee,  but  to 
make  the  fcvcral  pieces,  that  are  glued  together,  flick  a 
little  more  firmly.  In  this  manner  they  proceed,  joining 
and  ftaining  by  degrees,  till  they  produce  a piece  of  cloth, 
of  fuch  length  and  breadth  as  they  want  j generally  leav- 
ing a border,  of  a foot  broad,  at  the  fldes,  and  longer  at  the 
ends,  unflained.  Throughout  the  whole,  if  any  parts  of 
the  original  pieces  are  too  thin,  or  have  holes,  which  is 
often  the  cafe,  they  glue  fpare  bits  upon  them,  till  they  be- 
come of  an  equal  thicknefs.  When  they  want  to  produce  a 
black  colour,  they  mix  the  foot  procured  from  an  oily  nut, 
called  dooedooe,  with  the  juice  of  the  kokka,  in  different  quan- 
tities, according  to  the  propofed  depth  of  the  tinge.  They 
fay,  that  the  black  fort  of  cloth,  which  is  commonly  mod 
glazed,  makes  a cold  drefs,  but  the  other  a warm  one;  and, 
to  obtain  flrength  in  both,  they  arc  always  careful  to  join 
the  fmall  pieces  lengthwife,  which  makes  it  impoflible  to 
tear  the  cloth  in  any  direftion  but  one. 

On  our  return  from  the  country,  we  met  with  Feenou, 
and  took  him,  and  another  young  Chief,  on  board  to  din- 
ner. When  our  fare  was  fet  upon  the  table,  neither  of 
them  would  eat  a bit ; faying,  that  they  were  taboo  avy. 

But,  after  enquiring  how  the  vitfluals  had  been  drefled, 
having  found  that  no  avy  (water)  had  been  ufed  in  cooking 
a pig  and  fome  yams,  they  both  fat  down,  and  made  a 
very  hearty  meal ; and,  on  being  affured  that  there  was  no 
water  in  the  wine,  they  drank  of  it  alfo.  From  this  we  con- 
jeftured,  that,  on  fome  account  or  another,  they  were,  at 

P p 2 this 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  TO 


292 

>777*  this  time,  forbidden  to  ufe  water ; or,  which  was  more  pro- 

*- — , «'  bable,  they  did  not  like  the  water  we  made  ufe  of,  it  being 

taken  up  out  of  one  of  their  bathing-places.  This  was  not 
the  only  time  of  our  meeting  with  people  that  were  taboo 
avy ; but,  for  what  reafon,  we  never  could  tell  with  any  de- 
gree of  certainty. 

Tocftiay  17.  Next  day,  the  17th,  was  fixed  upon  by  Marcewagce,  for 
giving  a grand  Haiva,  or  entertainment ; to  which  we  were 
all  invited.  For  this  purpofe  a large  fpace  had  been  cleared, 
before  the  temporary  hut  of  this  Chief,  near  our  poll,  as 
an  area  where  the  performances  were  to  be  exhibited.  In 
the  morning,  great  multitudes  of  the  natives  came  in  from 
the  country,  every  one  carrying  a pole,  about  fix  feet  long, 
upon  his  Ihoulder ; and  at  each  end  of  every  pole,  a yam 
was  fufpended.  Thefe  yams  and  poles  were  depofited  on- 
each  fide  of  the  area,  fo  as  to  form  two  large  heaps,  deco- 
rated with  different  forts  of  fmall  fifh,  and  piled  up  to  the 
greateft  advantage.  They  were  Marcewagce ’s  prefent  to 
Captain  Clerke  and  me  and  it  was  hard  to  fay,  whether  the 
wood  for  fuel,  or  the  yams  for  food,  were  of  mofl  value  to 
us.  As  for  the  fifh,  they  might  ferve  to  plcafe  the  fight, 
but  were  very  ofFenfive  to  the  fmell ; part  of  them  having 
been  kept  two  or  three  days,  to  be  prefented  to  us  on  this 
occafion. 

Every  thing  being  thus  prepared,  about  eleven  o’clock 
they  began  to  exhibit  various  dances,  which  they  call  mai. 
The  mufic  * confifted,  at  firft,  of  feventy  men  as  a chorus, 
who  fat  down ; and  amidfl  them  were  placed  three  inftru- 
ments,  which  we  called  drums,  though  very  unlike  them. 
They  are  large  cylindrical  pieces  of  wood,  or  trunks  of 

• Mr.  Anderfon’s  description  of  the  entertainments  of  this  day  being  much  fuller 
than  Captain  Cook's*  it  has  been  adopted  as  on  a former  occafion. 
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trees,  from  three  to  four  feet  Ions,  fome  twice  as  thick  as  •rrr- 

° Juue. 

an  ordinary  fized  man,  and  fome  fmallcr,  hollowed  entirely  \. — 
out,  but  clofe  at  both  ends,  and  open  only  by  a chink,  about 
three  inches  broad,  running  alnioft  the  whole  length  of  the 
drums}  by  which  opening,  the  reft  of  the  wood  is  certainly 
hollowed,  though  the  operation  muft  be  difficult.  This  in- 
flrumcnt  is  called  naffa ; and,  with  the  chink  turned  toward 
them,  they  fit  and  beat  llrongly  upon  it,  with  two  cylindrical 
pieces  of  hard  wood,  about  a foot  long,  and  as  thick  as  the 
wriftj  by  which  means  they  produce  a rude,  though  loud  and 
powerful  found.  They  vary  the  ftrength  and  rate  of  their 
beating,  at  different  parts  of  the  dance  j and  alfo  change  the 
tones,  by  beating  in  the  middle,  or  near  the  end,of  their  drum. 

J 

The  firft  dance  confifted  of  four  ranks,  of  twenty-four 
men  each,  holding  in  their  hands  a little,  "thin,  light, 
wooden  inftrument,  above  two  feet  long,  and,  in  fhape, 
not  unlike  a fmall  oblong  paddle.  With  thefe,  which  are 
called  paggt,  they  made  a great  many  different  motions;  fuch 
as  pointing  them  toward  the  ground  on  one  fide,  at  the  fame 
time  inclining  their  bodies  that  way,  from  which  they  were 
fhtfted  to  the  oppofite  fide  in  the  fame  manner  ; then  palling 
them  quickly  from  one  hand  to  the  other,  and  twirling 
them  about  very  dextroufly;  with  a variety  of  other  ma-- 
nocuvres,  all  which  were  accompanied  by  correfponding  at- 
titudes of  the  body.  Their  motions  were,  at  firft,  flow,  but 
quickened  as  the  drums  beat  fafter;  and  they  recited  fen-- 
tences,  in  a mufical  tone,  the  whole  time,  which  were  an- 
fwered  by  the  chorus ; but  at  the  end  of  a fliort  fpace  they-’ 
all  joined,  and  finilhed  with  a fhout. 

After  ceafing  about  two  or  three  minutes,  they  began  as 
before,  and  continued,  with  fliort  intervals,  above  a quarter 
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of  an  hour ; when  the  rear  rank  dividing,  fhifted  themfelvcs 
very  flowly  round  each  end,  and,  meeting  in  the  front, 
formed  the  fit  ft  rank;  the  whole  number  continuing  to  re- 
cite the  fentences  as  before.  The  other  ranks  did  the  fame 
fucceflively,  till  that  which,  at  firft,  was  the  front,  became 
the  rear ; and  the  evolution  continued,  in  the  fame  manner, 
till  the  laft  rank  regained  its  firft  fituatiou.  They  then 
began  a much  quicker  dance  (though  flow  at  firft),  and 
fung  for  about  ten  minutes,  when  the  whole  body  divided 
into  two  parts,  retreated  a little,  and  then  approached, 
forming  a fort  of  circular  figure,  which  finiflied  the  dance ; 
the  drums  being  removed,  and  the  chorus  going  off  the 
field  at  the  fame  time. 

The  fccond  dance  had  only  two  drums,  with  forty  men 
for  a chorus  ; and  the  dancers,  or  rather  aftors,  confided  of 
two  ranks,  the  foremoft  having  feventecn,  and  the  other  fif- 
teen perfons.  Feenou  was  at  their  head,  or  in  the  middle 
of  the  front  rank,  which  is  the  principal  place  in  thefc  cafes. 
They  danced  and  recited  fentences,  with  fome  very  fhort  in- 
tervals,. for  about  half  an  hour,  fometimes  quickly,  fome- 
times  more  flowly,  but  with  fuch  a degree  of  exatflncfs,  as 
if  all  the  motions  were  made  by  one  man,  which  did  them 
great  credit.  Near  the  clofc,  the  back  rank  divided,  came 
round,  and  took  the  place  of  the  front,  which  again  re- 
fumed its  fituation,  as  in  the  firft  dance ; and  when  they 
finiflied,  the  drums  and  chorus,  as  before,  went  off. 

Three  drums  (which,  at  lcaft,  took  two,  and  fometimes 
three  men  to  carry  them)  were  now  brought  in  ; and  le- 
venty  men  fat  down  as  a chorus  to  the  third  dance.  This 
confided  of  two  ranks,  of  fixtecn  perfons  each,  with  young 
Toobou  at  their  head,  who  was  richly  ornamented  with  a 
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fort  of  garment  covered  with  red  feathers.  Thcfe  danced, 
fung,  and  twirled  the  pogge,  as  before ; but,  in  general, 
much  quicker,  and  performed  fo  well,  that  they  had  the 
conflant  applaufes  of  the  fpeftators.  A motion  that  met 
with  particular  approbation,  was  one  in  which  they  held 
the  face  afidc,  as  if  alhamed,  and  the  p’gge  before  it.  The 
back  rank  doled  before  the  front  one,  and  that  again  re- 
fumed  its  place,  as  in  the  two  former  dances ; but  then  they 
began  again,  formed  a triple  row,  divided,  retreated  to  each 
end  of  the  area,  and  left  the  greateft  part  of  the  ground 
clear.  At  that  inllar.t,  two  men  entered  very  haflily,  and  ex- 
ercilcd  the  clubs  which  they  ufe  in  battle.  They  did  this,  by 
firft  twirling  them  in  their  hands,  and  making  circular  ftrokes 
before  them  with  great  force  and  quicknefs ; but  fo  fkilfully 
managed,  that,  though  (landing  quite  clofc,  they  never  in- 
terfered. They  Ihiftcd  their  clubs  from  hand  to  hand, 
with  great  dexterity;  and,  after  continuing  a little  time, 
kneeled,  and  made  different  motions,  tolling  the  clubs  up 
in  the  air,  which  they  caught  as  they  fell ; and  then  went 
off  as  haflily  as  they  entered.  Their  heads  were  covered 
with  pieces  of  white  cloth,  tied  at  the  crown  (almoit  like  a 
night-cap)  with  a wreath  of  foliage  round  the  forehead ; 
but  they  had  only  very  fmall  pieces  of  white  cloth  tied  about 
their  waills ; probably,  that  they  might  be  cool,  and  free 
from  every  incumbrance  or  weight.  A perfon  with  a fpear, 
dreffed  like  the  former,  then  came  in,  and  in  the  fame  halty 
manner;  looking  about  eagerly,  as  if  in  fearch  of  fomebody 
to  throw  it  at.  He  then  ran  hallily  to  one  fide  of  the  crowd  in 
the  front,  and  put  himfelf  in  a threatening  attitude,  as  if  he 
meant  tollrike  with  his  fpear  at  one  of  them,  bending  the  knee 
a little,  and  trembling,  as  it  were  with  rage.  He  continued 
in  this  manner  only  a few  feconds,  when  he  moved  to  the 

other 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  TO 


\ 


other  fide,  and  having  Hood  in  the  fame  portfire  there, 
for  the  fame  fliort  time,  retreated  from  the  ground,  as  fart 
as  when  he  made  his  appearance.  The  dancers,  who  had  di- 
vided into  two  parties,  kept  repeating  fomething  {lowly  all 
this  whilej  and  now  advanced,  and  joined  again,  ending 
with  univerfal  applaufe.  It  fliould  feem,  that  this  dance  was 
confidered  as  one  of  their  capital  performances,  if  we  might 
judge  from  fome  of  the  principal  people  being  engaged  in 
it.  For  one  of  the  drums  was  beat  by  Futtafaihe,  the  bro- 
ther of  Poulaho,  another  by  Feenou,  and  the  third,  which 
did  not  belong  to  the  chorus,  by  Mareewagee  hitnfelf,  at 
the  entrance  of  his  hut. 

The  laft  dance  had  forty  men,  and  two  drums,  as  a chorus. 
It  confided  of  fixty  men,  who  had  not  danced  before,  dif- 
pofed  in  three  rows,  having  twenty-four  in  front.  But,  be- 
fore they  began,  we  were  entertained  with  a pretty  long 
preliminary  harangue,  in  which  the  whole  body  made  re- 
fponfes  to  a Angle  perfon  who  fpoke.  They  recited  fen- 
tcnces  (perhaps  verles)  alternately  with  the  chorus,  and 
made  many  motions  with  the  pagge,  in  a very  brilk  mode, 
which  were  all  applauded  with  marccai ! and  fvfoggc  ! words 
exprefling  two  different  degrees  of  praife.  I hey  divided 
into  two  bodies,  with  their  backs  to  each  other;  formed 
again,  fhifted  their  ranks,  as  in  the  other  dances;  divided 
and  retreated,  making  room  for  two  champions,  who  ex- 
ercifed  their  clubs  as  before;  and  after  them  two  others: 
the  dancers,  all  the  time,  reciting  {lowly  in  turn  with  the 
chorus  ; after  which  they  advanced,  and  finiflied. 

Thefe  dances,  if  they  can  properly  be  called  fo,  larted 
from  eleven  till  near  three  o’clock  ; and  though  they  were, 
doubtlefs,  intended,  particularly,  either  in  honour  of  us, 
or  to  fliew  a fpccimcn  of  their  dexterity,  vail  numbers  of 
4 their 


- —Digitized 


THE  PACIFIC  OCEAN. 


297 


their  own  people  attended  as  fpetftators.  Their  numbers  j w- 

could  not  be  computed  exactly,  on  account  of  the  inequality  v — , — 
of  the  ground  ; but,  by  reckoning  the  inner  circle,  and  the  . 
number  in  depth,  which  was  between  twenty  and  thirty  in 
many  places,  we  fuppofed  that  there  rauft  be  near  four 
thoufand.  At  the  fame  time,  there  were  round  the  trading 
place  at  the  tent,  and  ftraggling  about,  at  lead  as  many 
more;  and  fome  of  us  computed,  that,  at  this  time,  there 
were  not  Iefs  than  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  people,  in  our 
neighbourhood ; that  is,  within  the  compals  of  a quarter 
of  a mile ; drawn  together,  for  the  moll  part,  by  mere 
curiofity. 


It  is  with  regret  I mention,  that  we  could  not  underftand 
what  was  fpoken,  while  wc  were  able  to  fee  what  was  adted, 
in  thefe  amufements.  This,  doubtlefs,  would  have  afforded 
us  much  information,  as  to  the  genius  and  cufloms  of  thefe 
people.  It  was  obfervable,  that,  though  the  fpeftators  al- 
ways approved  of  the  various  motions,  when  well  made,  a 
great  fliare  of  the  pleafure  they  received  feemed  to  arife 
from  the  fcntimental  part,  or  what  the  performers  delivered 
in  their  fpccches.  However,  the  mere  adting  part,  inde- 
pendently of  the  fentences  repeated,  was  well  worth  our  no- 
tice, both  with  refpedl  to  the  cxtenGvc  plan  on  which  it  was 
executed,  and  to  the  various  motions,  as  well  as  the  exadt 
unity,  with  which  they  were  performed.  The  drawings 
which  Mr.  Webber  made  of  the  performances  at  Hapacci 
and  which  are  equally  applicable  to  thofc  exhibited  now, 
will  ferve  much  to  illullratc  the  account  here  given  of  the 
order  in  which  the  actors  range  themffclvcs.  But  neither 
pencil  nor  pen  can  deferibe  the  numerous  actions  and 
motions,  the  Angularity  of  which  was  not  greater,  than 
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junr’  'vas  ca^c  an<^  gracefulness  with  which  they  were 
>— v — i performed. 

At  night,  we  were  entertained  with  the  iomai,  or  night 
dances,  on  a fpace  before  Fcenou’s  temporary  habitation. 
They  lafted  about  three  hours ; in  which  time  we  had  about 
twelve  of  them  performed,  much  after  the  fame  manner  as 
thofe  at  Hapaee.  But,  in  two,  that  were  performed  by  wo- 
men, a number  of  men  came  and  formed  a circle  within 
their’s.  And,  in  another,  confiding  of  twenty-four  men, 
there  were  a number  of  motions  with  the  hands,  that  we 
had  not  feen  before,  and  were  highly  applauded.  The 
mufic  was,  alfo,  once  changed,  in  the  courfe  of  the  night; 
and  in  one  of  the  dances,  Feenou  appeared  ax  the  head  of 
fifty  men  who  had  performed  at  Hapaee,  and  he  was  well 
drefied  with  linen,  a large  piece  of  gauze,  and  fome  little 
pictures  hung  round  his  neck.  But  it  was  evident,  after 
the  diverfions  were  clofed,  that  we  had  put  thefe  poor 
people,  or  rather  that  they  had  put  themfelvcs,  to  much  in- 
convenience. For  being  drawn  together  on  this  unin- 
habited part  of  their  idand,  numbers  of  them  were  obliged 
to  lie  down  and  fleep  under  the  bulhes,  by  the  fide  of  a tree, 
or  of  a canoe  ; nay  many  either  lay  down  in  the  open  air, 
which  they  are  not  food  of,  or  walked  about  all  the  night. 

The  whole  of  this  entertainment  was  conduced  with  far 
better  order,  than  could  have  been  expelled  in  fo  large  an 
aficmbly.  Amongft  fuch  a multitude,  there  mult  be  a 
number  of  ill-difpofed  people ; and  we,  hourly,  experienced 
it.  All  our  care  and  attention  did  not  prevent  their  plunder- 
ing us,  in  every  quarter  ■,  and  that,  in  the  molt  daring  and 
infolent  manner.  There  was  hardly  any  thing  that  they  did 
not  attempt  to  fteal ; and  yet,  as  the  crowd  was  always  fo 
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great,  I would_  not  allow  the  (entries  to  fire,  left  the  inno-  '777- 

cent  fhottld  fufFer  for  the  guilty.  They  once,  at  noon  day,  ' — • 

ventured  to  aim  at  taking  an  anchor  from  off  the  Dilcovcry's 
bows ; and  they  would  certainly  have  fucceeded,  if  the  Hook 
had  not  hooked  one  of  the  chain  plates  in  lowering  down  the 
Ihip’s  fide,  from  which  they  could  not  difengage  it  by  hand; 
and  tackles  were  things  they  were  unacquainted  with. 

The  only  aft  of  violence  they  were  guilty  of,  was  the  break- 
ing the  flioulder  bone  of  one  of  our  goats,  fo  that  flic  died 
foon  after.  Thi3  lofs  fell  upon  themfelves,  as  fhc  was  one 
of  thofe  that  I intended  to  leave  upon  the  ifland  j but  of 
this,  the  perfon  who  did  it,  was  ignorant. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  1 8th,  an  incident  happened,  Wednet.  is. 
that  ftrongly  marked  one  of  their  cuftoms.  A man  got  out 
of  a canoe  into  the  quarter  gallery  of  the  Rcfolution,  and 
Hole  from  thence  a pewter  bafon.  He  was  difeovered,  pur- 
fued,  and  brought  along-fide  the  (hip.  On  this  occafion, 
three  old  women,  who  were  in  the  canoe,  made  loud  la- 
mentations over  the  prifoncr,  beating  their  breads  and  faces 
in  a mod  violent  manner,  with  the  infidc  of  their  lifts  ; and 
all  this  was  done  without  Ihedding  a tear.  This  mode  of 
cxprelling  grief  is  what  occafions  the  mark  which  almoft 
all  this  people  bear  on  the  face,  over  the  cheek  bones.  The 
repeated  blows  which  they  inflift  upon  this  part,  abrade  the 
fkin,  and  make  even  the  blood  flow  out  in  a confiderable 
quantity  ; and  when  the  wounds  arc  recent,  they  look  as  if 
a hollow  circle  had  been  burnt  in.  On  many  occafions, 
they  aftually  cut  this  part  of  the  face  with  an  inftrument ; 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  people  of  Otaheitc  cut  their 
heads. 

This  day,  I bellowed  on  Mareewagee  fomc  prefents,  in 
return  for  thofe  we  had  received  from  him  the  day  before; 
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j?77-  and  as  the  entertainments  which  he  had  then  exhibited  for 
e-  ■>.- — i our  amufement,  called  upon  us  to  make  fome  exhibition  in 
our  way,  I ordered  the  party  of  marines  to  go  through  their 
cxcrcifc,  on  the  fpot  where  his  dances  had  been  performed  ; 
and,  in  the  evening,  played  off  fome  fireworks  at  the  fame 
place.  Toulaho,  with  all  the  principal  Chiefs,  and  a great 
number  of  people,  of  all  denominations,  were  prefent.  The 
platoon  firing,  which  was  executed  tolerably  well,  feemed 
to  give  them  pleafure ; but  they  were  loft  in  aftonilhment 
when  they  beheld  our  water  rockets.  They  paid  but  little 
attention  to  the  fife  and  drum,  or  French  horns,  that  played 
during  the  intervals.  The  king  fat  behind  every  body, 
becaufe  no  one  is  allowed  to  fit  behind  him;  and,  that 
his  view  might  not  be  obftruCicd,  nobody  fat  immedi- 
ately before  him ; but  a lane,  as  it  were,  was  made  by  the 
people  from  him,  quite  down  to  the  fpacc  allotted  for  the 
fireworks. 

In  expectation  of  this  evening  fhew,  the  circle  of  natives 
about  our  tent  being  pretty  large,  they  engaged,  the  greateft 
part  of  the  afternoon,  in  boxing  and  wreftling;  the  firft  of 
which  cxcrcifcs  they  call  far.gatoia,  and  the  fecond  foohoo. 
When  any  of  them  choofes  to  wrcftle,  he  gets  up  from  one 
fide  of  the  ring,  and  croffes  the  ground  in  a fort  of  mca- 
fured  pace,  clapping  fmartly  on  the  elbow  joint  of  one  arm, 
which  is  bent,  and  produces  a hollow  found  ; that  is  rec- 
koned the  challenge.  If  no  perfon  comes  out  from  the  oppo- 
fite  fide  to  engage  him,  he  returns,  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
fits  down  ; but  fometimes  ftands  clapping,  in  the  midft  of 
the  ground,  to  provoke  fome  one  to  come  out.  If  an 
opponent  appear,  they  come  together  with  marks  of  the 
greateft  good-nature,  generally  fmiling,  and  taking  time  to 
adjuii  the  piece  of  cloth  which  is  fattened  round  the  waift. 
n They 
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They  then  lay  hold  of  each  other  by  this  girdle,  with  a jw* 
hand  on  each  fide ; and  lie  who  fucceeds  in  drawing  his  ^ — . — 
antagonid  to  him,  immediately  tries  to  lift  him  upon  his 
breall,  and  throw  him  upon  his  back ; and  if  lie  be  able  to 
turn  round  with  him  two  or  three  times,  in  that  pofition, 
before  he  throws  him,  his  dexterity  never  fails  of  procuring 
plaudits  from  the  fpeeffators.  If  they  be  more  equally 
matched,  they  clofe  foon,  and  endeavour  to  throw  each 
other  by  entwining  their  legs,  or  lifting  each  other  from 
the  ground  ; in  which  druggies  they  fhewa  prodigious  ex- 
ertion of  ftrength,  every  mufcle,  as  it  were,  being  ready  to 
burl!  with  draining.  When  one  is  thrown,  he  immediately 
quits  the  field,  but  the  vidtor  fits  down  for  a few  feconds, 
then  gets  up,  and  goes  to  the  fide  he  came  from,  who  pro- 
claim the  victory  aloud,  in  a fentence  delivered  flowly,  and 
in  a mufical  cadence.  After  fitting  a fhort  fpace,  he  rifes 
again  and  challenges ; when  fometimes  fcveral  antagonills 
make  their  appearance;  but  he  has  the  privilege  of  choo- 
fing  which  of  them  he  pleafes  to  wrcflle  with ; and  has, 
likewife,  the  preference  of  challenging  again,  if  he  fhould 
throw  his  adverfary,  until  he  himfelf  be  vanquiflied ; and 
then  the  oppofitc  fide  ling  the  fong  of  vidtory  in  favour  of 
their  champion.  It  alfo  often  happens,  that  five  or  fix  rife 
from  each  fide,  and  challenge  together;  in  which  cafe,  it  is 
common  to  fee  three  or  four  couple  engaged  on  the  field  at 
once.  But  it  is  aftonifhing  to  fee  what  temper  they  preferve 
in  this  cxercife  ; for  wc  obferved  no  inftanccs  of  their  leav- 
ing the  fpot,  with  the  lead  difpleafure  in  their  counte- 
nances. When  they  find,  that  they  are  fo  equally  matched 
as  not  to  be  likely  to  throw  each  other,  they  leave  off  by 
mutual  confent.  And  if  the  fall  of  one  is  not  fair,  cr  if  it 
docs  not  appear  very  clearly  who  has  had  the  advantage, 
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>777-  both  fides  fing  the  vitflory,  and  then  they  engage  again. 
>.-  ~ a*. ' •>  But  no  perfon,  who  has  been  vanquifhed,  can  engage  with 
his  conqueror  a fccond  time. 

The  boxers  advance  fide -ways,  changing  the  fide  at  every 
pace,  with  one  arm  ftretched  fully  out  before,  the  other  be- 
hind ; and  holding  a piece  of  cord  in  one  hand,  which  they 
wrap  firmly  about  it,  when  they  find  an  antagonift,  or  effe 
have  done  fo  before  they  enter.  This,  I imagine,  they  do, 
to  prevent  a diftocation  of  the  hand  or  fingers.  Their  blows 
arc  directed  chiefly  to  the  headi  but  fometimes  to  thefides  ; 
and  arc  dealt  out  with  great  a&ivity.  They  fhift  fidcs, 
and  box  equally  well  with  both  hands.  But  one  of  their 
favourite  and  molt  dextrous  blows,  is,  to  turn  round  on 
their  heel,  juft  as  they  have  ftruck  their  antagonift,  and  to,, 
give  him  another  very  fmart  one  with  the  other  hand  back- 
ward. 

The  boxing  matches  feldom  laft  long;  and  the  parties 
cither  leave  off  together.xar  one  acknowledges  his  being  beat. 
But  they  never  fing  the  fong  of  victory  in  thefe  cafes,  unlefs 
one  ftrikes  his  adverfary  to  the  ground ; which  fhews,  that, 
of  the  two,  wreftling  is  their  molt  approved  diverfion. 
Not  only  boys  engage,  in  both  the  excrcifes,  but  frequently 
little  girls  box  very  obflinately  for  a fliort  time.  In  all 
which  cafes,  it  doth  not  appear,  that  they  ever  confider  it 
as  the  fmalleft  difgrace  to  be  vanquiflied ; and  the  perfon 
overcome  fits  down,  with  as  much  indifference,  as  if  he  had 
never  entered  the  lifts.  Some  of  our  people  ventured  to  con- 
tend with  them  in  both  exercifes,  but  were  always  worfted; 
except  in  a few  inftances,  where  it  appeared,  that  the  fear 
they  were  in  of  offending  us,  contributed  more  to  the  vic- 
tory, titan  the  fuperiority  of  the  perfon  they  engaged. 
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The  cattle,  which  we  had  brought,  and  which  were  all  w--  . 
on  Ihore,  however  carefully  guarded,  I was  fenfible,  run  no 
fmall  rilk,  when  I confidered  the  thievifli  difpofition  of  many 
of  the  natives,  and  their  dexterity  in  appropriating  to  thetn- 
felves  by  Health,  what  they  faw  no  profpetfl  of  obtaining  by 
fair  means.  For  this  reafon  I thought  it  prudent  to  declare 
my  intention  of  leaving  behind  me  fome  of  our  animals 
and  even  to  make  a diHribution  of  them  previoufly  to 
my  departure. 

With  this  view,  in  the  evening  of  the  19th,  I affembled  Thorfdayis. 
all  the  Chiefs  before  our  houfe,  and  my  intended  prefents 
to  them  were  marked  out.  To  Poulaho,  the  king,  I gave  a 
young  Englifh  bull  and  cow;  to  Mareewagee,  a Cape  ram, 
and  two  ewes;  and  to  Fcenou,  a horfe  and  a mare.  As  my 
defign,  to  make  fuch  a diHribution,  had  been  made  known 
the  day  before,  moH  of  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood 
were  then  prefent.  I inlfruiftcd  Omai  to  tell  them,  that  there 
were  no  fuch  animals  within  many  months  fail  of  their 
ifland;  that  we  had  brought  them,  for  their  ufe,  from  that 
immenfe  diflance,  at  a vaH  trouble  and  expence;  that, 
therefore,  they  muH  be  careful  not  to  kill  any  of  thern^ 
till  they  had  multiplied  to  a numerous  race ; and,  laHly, 
that  they  and  their  children  ought  to  remember,  that  they 
had  received  them  from  the  men  of  Britnne.  He  alfo  ex- 
plained to  them  their  feveral  ufes,  and  what  clfc  was  ne- 
ceflary  for  them  to  know,  or  rather  as  far  as  he  knew ; 
for  Omai  was  not  very  well  verfed  in  fuch  things  himfclf. 

As  I intended  that  the  above  prefents  fliould  remain  with 
the  other  cattle,  till  we  were  ready  to  fail,  1 defired  each  of 
the  Chiefs  to  fend  a man  or  two  to  look  after  their  refpciftive 
animals,  along  with  my  people,  in  order  that  they  might 
be  beuer  acquainted  with  them,  and  with  the  manner 
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1 777*  of  treating  them.  The  king  and  Feenou  did  fo  ; but  neither 

June*  0 

< . ' Marecwagce,  nor  any  other  perfon  for  him,  took  the  lead 

notice  of  the  fheep  afterward ; nor  did  old  Toobou  attend  at 
this  meeting,  though  he  was  invited,  and  was  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. I had  meant  to  give  him  the  goats,  viz.  a ram 
and  two  ewes ; which,  as  he  was  lb  indifferent  about  them, 
I added  to  the  king’s  lhare. 

r<;djy 23.  It  foon  appeared,  that  fome  were  diffttisfied  with  this 
allotment  of  our  animals ; for,  early  next  morning,  one  of 
our  kids,  and  two  turkey-cocks,  were  miffing.  I could  not 
be  fo  limple  as  to  fuppofe,  that  this  was  merely  an  acci- 
dental lofs  j and  I was  determined  to  have  them  again. 
The  firlt  llcp  I took  was  to  feize  on  three  canoes  that  hap- 
pened to  be  along-lidc  the  Ihips.  I then  went  alhorc,  and, 
having  found  the  king,  his  brother,  Feenou,  and  fome 
other  Chiefs,  in  the  houfe  that  we  occupied,  I immediately 
put  a guard  over  them,  and  gave  them  to  underftand,  that 
they  mud  remain  under  reftraint,  till  not  only  the  kid  and 
the  turkeys,  but  the  other  things,  that  had  been  ftolcn  from 
us,  at  different  times,  were  reftored.  They  concealed,  as  well 
as  they  could,  their  feelings,  on  finding  thcmfelves  prifoners; 
and,  having  allured  me,  that  every  thing  Ihould  be  reftored, 
as  1 defired,  fat  down  to  drink  their  km/a,  feemingly  much  at 
their  cafe,  k was  not  long' before  an  axe,  and  an  iron  wedge, 
were  brought  to  me.  In  the  mean  time,  fome  armed  natives 
began  to  gather  behind  the  houfe ; but,  on  a part  of  our  guard 
marching  againft  them,  they  difperfed  ; and  I advifed  the 
Chiefs  to  give  orders,  that  no  more  ihould  appear.  Such  or- 
ders were  accordingly  given  by  them,  and  they  were  obeyed. 
On  alking  them  to  go  aboard  with  me  to  dinner,  they 
readily  confentcd.  But  fome  having  afterward  objected  to 
the  king's  going,  he  inftantly  role  up,  and  declared  he 
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would  be  the  firft  man.  Accordingly  we  came  on  board. 

I kept  them  there  till  near  four  o’clock,  when  I conduced  *. — « — -> 
them  afhorej  and,  foon  after,  the  kid,  and  one  of  the 
turkey-cocks,  were  brought  back.  The  other,  they  faid, 
fhould  be  reftored  the  next  morning.  I believed  this  would 
happen,  and  releafed  both  them  and  the  canoes. 

After  the  Chiefs  had  left  us,  I walked  out  with  Omai, 
to  obferve  how  the  people  about  us  fared ; for  this  was  the 
time  of  their  meals.  I found  that,  in  general,  they  were  ' ' 
at  fltort  commons.  Nor  is  this  to  be  wondered  at,  fince 
• moll  of  the  yams,  and  other  provifions  which  they  brought 
with  them,  were  fold  to  us ; and  they  never  thought  of  re- 
turning to  their  own  habitations,  while  they  could  find 
any  fort  of  fubfiftcnce  in  our  neighbourhood.  Our  (lation 
was  upon  an  uncultivated  point  of  land;  fo  that  there 
were  none  of  the  iftanders,  who,  properly,  redded  within 
half  a mile  of  us.  But,  even  at  this  diftance,  the  multitude 
of  ftrangers  being  fo  great,  one  might  have  expedted,  that 
every  houfc  would  have  been  much  crowded.  It  was  quite 
othertvife.  The  families  redding  there  were  as  much  left 
to  themfelves,  as  if  there  had  not  been  a fupcrnumcrary 
vidter  near  them.  All  the  ftrangers  lived  in  little  tempo- 
rary flieds,  or  under  trees  and  bullies  ; and  the  cocoa-trees 
were  dripped  of  their  branches,  to  eredt  habitations  for  the 
Chiefs. 

In  this  walk  we  met  with  about  half  a dozen  women,  in  i 

one  place,  at  flipper.  Two  of  the  company,  I obferved, 
being  fed  by  the  others,  on  our  alking  the  reafon,  they 
faid  taboo  mattce.  On  farther  inquiry  we  found,  that  one  of 
them  had,  two  months  before,  walhed  the  dead  corpfe  of 
a Chief ; and  that,  on  this  account,  the  was  not  to  handle 
any  food  for  five  months.  The  other  had  performed  the 
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fame  office  to  the  corpfc  of  another  perfon  of  inferior  rank, 
and  was  now  under  the  fame  reftridtion ; but  not  for  fo 
long  a time.  At  another  place,  hard  by,  we  faw  another 
woman  fed ; and  we  learnt,  that  fhe  had  affifted  in  walhing 
the  corpfc  of  the  above-mentioned  Chief. 

Early  the  next  morning,  the  king  came  on  board,  to  in- 
vite me  to  an  entertainment,  which  he  propofed  to  give  the 
fame  day.  He  had  already  been  under  the  barber’s  hands ; 
his  head  being  all  befmeared  with  red  pigment,  in  order 
to  redden  his  hair,  which  was  naturally  of  a dark  brown 
colour.  After  break  fall,  1 attended  him  to  the  fhore;  and 
we  found  his  people  very  bufy,  in  two  places,  in  the  front 
of  our  area,  fixing,  in  an  upright  and  fquare  pofition, 
thus  [oo]»  f°ur  vcry  l°nS  P°fts>  near  two  feet  from  each 
other.  The  fpacc  between  the  polls  was  afterward  filled 
up  with  yams  ; and  as  they  went  on  filling  it,  they  fatten- 
ed pieces  of  flicks  acrofs,  from  poll  to  poll,  at  the  dillance  of 
about  every  four  feet ; to  prevent  the  pods  from  feparating, 
by  the  weight  pf  the  inclofed  yams,  and  alfo  to  get  up 
by.  When  the  yams  had  reached  the  top  of  the  firfl  polls, 
they  fattened  others  to  them,  and  fo  continued  till  each 
pile  was  the  height  of  thirty  feet,  or  upward.  On  the 
top  of  one,  they  placed  two  baked  hogs ; and  on  the  top  of 
the  other,  A living  one  ; and  another  they  tied  by  the  legs, 
half-way  up.  It  was  matter  of  curiofity  to  obferve,  with 
what  facility  and  difpatch  thefe  two  piles  were  raifed.  Had 
our  feamen  been  ordered  to  execute  fuch  a work,  they 
would  have  fworn  that  it  could  not  be  performed  with- 
out carpenters;  and  the  carpenters  would  have  called  to 
their  aid  a dozen  different  forts  of  tools,  and  have  ex- 
pended, at  lcall,  a hundred  weight  of  nails ; and,  after  all, 
it  would  have  employed  them  as  many  days,  as  it  did 
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thefc  people  hours.  But  feamen,  like  mod  other  ampin-  «7?7- 
bious  animals,  are  always  the  moll  helplcfs  on  land.  After  > — 
they  had  completed  thefc  two  piles,  they  made  feveral 
other  heaps  of  yams  and  bread-fruit  on  each  fide  of  the 
area ; to  which  were  added  a turtle,  and  a large  quantity  of 
excellent  fiflt.  All  this,  with  a piece  of  cloth,  a mat,  and 
fome  red  feathers,  was  the  king’s  prefent  tome;  and  he 
feemed  to  picquc  himfclf  on  exceeding,  as  he  really  did, 
Fcenou's  liberality,  which  I experienced  at  Hapaee. 

About  one  o’clock  they  began  the  mat,  or  dances  ; the  firft 
of  which  was  almoft  a copy  of  the  firfl  that  was  exhibited  at 
Mareewagee’s  entertainment.  The  fecond  was  conduced 
by  Captain  Furneaux’s  Toobou,  who,  as  we  mentioned,  had 
alfo  danced  there;  and  in  this,  four  or  five  women  were  in- 
troduced, who  went  through  the  feveral  parts  with  as  much 
exaftnefs  as  the  men.  Toward  the  end,  the  performers  di- 
vided to  leave  room  for  two  champions,  who  cxcrcifed  their 
clubs,  as  deferibed  on  a former  occafion.  And,  in  the  third 
dance,  which  was  the  laft  now  prefented,  two  more  men, 
with  their  clubs,  difplayed  their  dexterity.  The  dances 
were  fucceeded  by  wreftling  and  boxing  ; and  one  man  en- 
tered the  lifts  with  a fort  of  club,  made  from  the  Item  of  a 
cocoa-leaf,  which  is  firm  and  heavy ; but  could  find  no  an- 
tagonift  to  engage  him  at  fo  rough  a fport.  At  night  we 
had  the  bomai  repeated ; in  which  Poulaho  himfelf  danced, 
drefted  in  Englilh  manufacture.  But  neither  thefc,  nor  the 
dances  in  the  day-time,  were  fo  confidcrable,  nor  carried 
on  with  fo  much  fpirit.  as  Fcenou’s,  or  Mareewagee’s  ; and, 
therefore,  there  is  lefs  occafion  to  be  more  particular  in  our 
defeription  of  them.  * 

In  order  to  be  prefent  the  whole  time,  I dined  afhore. 

The  king  fat  down  with  us ; but  he  neither  eat  nor  drank. 
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I found  that  this  was  owing  to  the  prefence  of  a female, 
whom,  at  his  delirc,  I had  admitted  to  the  dining  party;  and 
who,  as  we  afterward  underftood,  had  fuperior  rank  to  him- 
fclf.  As  foon  as  this  great  perfonage  had  dined,  fhe  ftepped 
up-to  the  king,  who  put  his  hands  to  her  feet;  and  then  Ihe 
retired.  He  immediately  dipped  his  fingers  into  a glafs  of 
wine,  and  then  received  the  obcifancc  of  all  her  followers. 
This  was  the  fingle  inflancc  we  ever  obferved  of  his  paying 
this  mark  of  reverence  to  any  perfon.  At  the  king’s  defire, 
I ordered  fome  fireworks  to  be  played  off  in  the  evening; 
but,  unfortunately,  being  damaged,  this  exhibition  did  not 
anfwer  expectation. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

v 

Some  of  the  Officers  plundered  by  toe  Natives. — A fjhing 
Party. — A Vifit  to  Poulabo. — A Fiatooka  defer ibed. — 
Obfervations  on  the  Country  Entertainment  at  Poulahds 
Houfe. — His  Mourning  Ceremony. — Of  the  Kava  Plant , 
and  the  Manner  of  preparing  the  Liquor. — Account  of 
Onevy,  a little  If  and. — One  of  the  Natives  wounded  by 
a Sentinel. — Meffrs.  King  and  Anderfon  vift  the  Kings 
Brother. — Their  Entertainment. — Another  Mourning 
Ceremony. — Manner  of  faffing  the  Night. — Remarks  on 
the  Country  they  paffed  through. — Preparations  made 
for  failing. — An  Eclipfe  of  the  Sun , imperfeSlly  ob- 
ferved. — Mr.  Anderfon  s Account  of  the  If  and,  and  its 
ProduElionsl 

AS  no  more  entertainments  were  to  be  expected,  on  1777- 
either  fide,  and  the  curiofity  of  the  populace  was,  > _ ^ 
by  this  time,  pretty  well  fatisfied ; on  the  day  after  Poula-  Sunday  37. 
ho’s  haiva,  mod  of  them  lefc  us.  We  Hill,  however,  had 
thieves  about  us ; and,  encouraged  by  the  negligence  of 
our  own  people,  we  had  continual  inllanccs  of  their  depre-  . 
dations. 

Some  of  the  officers,  belonging  to  both  fiiips,  who  had 
made  an  excurfion  into  the  interior  parts  of  the  ifiand,  * 
without  my  leave,  and,  indeed,  without  my  knowledge, 
returned  this  evening,  after  an  abfence  of  two  days.  They 
9 ‘ had 
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*777*  had  taken  ■with  them  their  muficcts,  with  the  neceflary 

June. 

» — *~~j  ammunition,  and  feveral  fmall  articles  of  the  favourite 
commodities ; all  which  the  natives  had  the  dexterity  to 
(leal  from  them,  in  the  courfe  of  their  expedition.  This 
affair  was  likely  to  be  attended  with  inconvenient  confe- 
quences.  For,  our  plundered  travellers,  upon  their  return, 
without  confulting  me,  employed  Omai  to  complain  to  the 
king  of  the  treatment  they  had  met  with.  He,  not  knowing 
what  ftep  I fhould  take,  and,  from  what  had  already  hap- 
pened, fearing  left  I might  lay  him  again  under  reftraint, 

Monday  23.  went  oft'  early  the  next  morning.  His  example  was  foU 
lowed  by  Fcenou ; fo  that  we  had  not  a Chief,  of  any  au- 
thority, remaining  in  our  neighbourhood.  I was  very  much 
difpleafed  at  this,  and  reprimanded  Omai  for  having  pre- 
fumed  to  meddle.  This  reprimand  put  him  yipon  his  metal 
to  bring  his  friend  Fcenou  back ; and  he  fucceeded  in  the 
ncgociation  ; having  this  powerful  argument  to  urge,  that 
he  might  depend  upon  my  uftng  no  violent  meafures  to 
oblige  the  natives  to  reftorc  what  had  been  taken  from  the 
gentlemen.  Feenou,  trailing  to  this  declaration,  returned 
toward  the  evening ; and,  encouraged  by  his  reception, 
Poulaho  favoured  us  with  his  company  the  day  after. 

T.aefday  24.  Both  thefe  Chiefs,  upon  this  occaCon,  very  juftly  obferved 
to  me,  that,  if  any  of  my  people,  at  any  time,  wanted  to 
go  into  the  country,  they  ought  to  be  acquainted  with  it ; 
in  which  cafe  they  would  fend  pfoper  people  along  with 
them  ; and  then  they  would  be  anfwerable  for  their  fafety. 
And  I am  convinced,  from  experience,  that,  by  taking  this 
very  rcafonablc  precaution,  a man  and  his  property  may  be 
as  fafe  among  thefe  iflanders,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  more 
civilized  world.  Though  I gave  myfelf  no  trouble  about 
the  recovery  of  the  things  ftolen  upon  this  oceafion,  moft 
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of  them,  through  Feenou’s  intcrpofition,  were  recovered ; \''J- 

except  one  muiket,  and  a few  other  articles  of  inferior  > — > 
value.  By  this  time  alfo,  we  had  recovered  the  turkey- 
cock,  and  molt  of  the  tools,  and  other  matters,  that  had 
been  ftolen  from  our  workmen. 

On  the  25th,  two  boats,  which  I had  fent  to  look  for  a WcJnef.  *j. 
channel,  by  which  we  might,  molt  commodioufly,  get  to 
fea,  returned.  The  Mailers,  who  commanded  them,  re- 
potted, that  the  channel  to  the  North,  by  which  we  came 
in,  was  highly  dangerous,  being  full  of  coral  rocks  from 
one  fide  to  the  other ; but  that,  to  the  Eaftward,  there  was  , 
a very  good  channel;  which,  however,  was  very  much  con- 
tratfled,  in  one  place,  by  the  fmall  illands ; fo  that  a lead- 
ing wind  would  be  rcquiCtc  to  get  through  it  j that  is,  a 
Wellerly  wind,  which,  we  had  found,  did  not  often  blow 
here.  We  had  now  recruited  the  fhips  with  wood  and 
water ; we  had  finilhed  the  repairs  of  our  fails ; and  had 
little  more  to  expert  from  the  inhabitants,  of  the  produce  of 
rheir  illand.  However,  as  an  eclipfe  of  the  fun  was  to  hap- 
pen upon  the  5th  of  the  new  month,  I refolved  to  defer  failing 
till  that  time  had  clapfcd,  in  order  to  have  a chance  of  ob- 
ferving  it. 

Having,  therefore,  fome  days  of  leifure  before  me,  a 
party  of  us,  accompanied  by  Poulaho,  fet  out,  early  next 
morning,  in  a boat,  for  Mooa,  the  village  where  he  and  the  ThurfcUjr  *6. 
other  great  men  ufually  refide.  As  we  rowed  up  the  inlet, 
we  met  with  fourteen  canoes  filhing  in  company } in  one  of 
which  was  Poulaho’s  fon.  In  each  canoe  was  a triangular 
net,  extended  between  two  poles  j at  the  lower  end  of  which 
was  a cod  to  receive  and  fecurc  the  ftlh.  They  had  already 
caught  fome  fine  mullets ; and  they  put  about  a dozen  into 
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our  boat.  I defircd  to  fee  their  method  of  fifliing ; which 
they  readily  complied  with.  A fhoal  of  fifli  was  fuppofed 
to  be  upon  one  of  the  banks,  which  they  inftantly  inclofcd 
in  a long  net  like  a feine,  or  fet-net.  This  the  fifhers,  one 
getting  into  the  water  out  of  each  boar,  furrounded  with 
the  triangular  nets  in  their  hands  ; with  which  thcy'fcooped 
the  filh  out  of  the  feine,  or  caught  them  as  they  attempted 
to  leap  over  it.  They  (hewed  us  the  whole  procefs  of  this 
operation  (which  feemed  to  be  a Cure  one),  by  throwing  in 
lotne  of  the  filh  they  had  already  caught ; for,  at  this  time, 
there  happened  to  be  none  upon  the  bank  that  was  in- 
clofcd. 

Leaving  the  prince  and  his  (idling  party,  we  proceeded  to 
the  bottom  of  the  bay,  and  landed  where  we  had  done  be- 
fore, on  our  fruitlefs  errand  to  fee  Mareewagee.  As  fobn 
as  we  got  on  diore,  the  king  defircd  Omai  to  tell  me,  that  I 
need  be  under  no  apprehenfions  about  the  boat,  or  any 
thing  in  her,  for  not  a (ingle  article  would  be  touched  by 
any  one  ; and  we  afterward  found  this  to  be  the  cafe.  We 
were  immediately  conduced  to  one  of  Poulaho’s  houfes  not 
far  o(T,  and  near  the  public  one,  or  malaee,  in  which  we  had 
been,  when  we  firft  vifncd  Mooa.  This,  though  pretty 
large,  feemed  to  be  his  private  habitation,  and  wasfituated 
within  a plantation.  The  king  took  his  feat  at  one  end  of 
the  houfe,  and  the  people,  who  came  to  viftt  him,  fat  down, 
as  they  arrived,  in  a fcmicirclc  at  the  other  end.  The  firfl 
thing  done,  was  to  prepare  a bowl  of  kava,  and  to  order 
l'ome  yams  to  be  baked  for  us.  ’While  thefe  were  getting 
ready,  fome  of  us,  accompanied  by  a few  of  the  king’s  at- 
tendants, and  Omai  as  our  interpreter,  walked  out  to  take  a 
view  of  a fiutcoka,  or  burying-placc,  which  we  had  obferved 
to  be  almolt  clofe  by  the  houfe,  and  was  much  more  exten- 
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five,  and  fecmingly  of  more  confequencc,  than  any  wc  had  j 777- 

fee  n at  the  other  illands.  Wc  were  told,  that  it  belonged  to  » 

the  king.  It  conlilled  of  three  pretty  large  houfes,  fituated 
upon  a riling  ground,  or  rather  juft  by  the  brink  of  it,  with 
a fmall  one,  at  fomc  diftancc,  all  ranged  longitudinally. 

The  middle  houfe  of  the  three  firft,  was,  by  much,  the 
l.irgeft,  and  placed  in  a fquare,  twenty-four  paces  by  twenty- 
eight,  railed  about  three  feet.  The  other  houfes  were 
placed  on  little  mounts,  raifed  artificially  to  the  fame  height. 

The  floors  of  thefe  houfes,  as  alfo  the  tops  of  the  mounts 
round  them,  were  covered  with  loofe,  fine  pebbles,  and  the 
whole  was  inclofed  by  large  flat  Hones  * of  hard  coral  rock, 
properly  hewn,  placed  on  their  edges ; one  of  which  Hones 
meafured  twelve  feet  in  length,  two  in  breadth,  and  above 
one  in  thicknefs.  One  of  the  houfes,  contrary  to  what  we 
had  feen  before,  was  open  on  one  fide;  and  within  it  were 
two  rude,  wooden  bulls  of  men;  one  near  the  entrance, 
and  the  other  farther  in.  On  inquiring  of  the  natives,  who 
had  followed  us  to  the  ground,  but  durft  not  enter  here. 

What  thefe  images  were  intended  for?  they  made  us  as 
fcnfible  as  we  could  with,  that  they  were  merely  memorials 
of  fome  Chiefs  who  had  been  buried  there,  and  not  the  rc- 
prefentations  of  any  deity.  Such  monuments,  it  Ihould 
feem,  arc  fcldom  raifed ; for  thefe  had,  probably,  been 
eretfled  feveral  ages  ago.  Wc  were  told,  that  the  dead  had  , 

been  buried  in  each  of  thefe  houfes  ; but  no  marks  of  this 
appeared.  In  one  of  them,  was  the  carved  head  of  an  Ota- 
heite  canoe,  which  had  been  driven  aftiore  on  their  coall,. 
and  depolited  here.  At  the  foot  of  the  riling  ground,  was 
a large  area,  or  grafs-plot,  with  different  trees  planted  about 

f*‘  9 The  burying-places  of  the  Chiefs  at  the  Caroline  Irtands,  arc  alfo  Inclofed  in 
this  manner.  See  Littrts  Edl/tunui  id  Curitufa , Tom.  xv.  p.  309. 
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•rf-  it ; amongfl  which  were  fcveral  of  ihofe  called  eioa,  very 
—v— . j large.  Thefc,  as  they  rcfemble  the  cyprefs,  had  a fine  effect 
in  fuch  a place.  There  was,  alfo,  a row  of  low  palms  near 
one  of  the  houfes,  and  behind  it  a ditch,  in  which  lay  a 
great  number  of  old  bafkets.  Mr.  Webber’s  drawing  of 
this  fatooka , will  fupply  the  defe&s  of  my  defeription. 

After  dinner,  or  rather  after  we  had  refrelhed  ourfelves 
with  fomc  provifions  which  we  had  brought  with  us  from 
our  fhip,  wc  made  an  excurfion  into  the  country,  taking  a 
pretty  large  circuit,  attended  by  one  of  the  king’s  minillcrs. 
Our  train  was  not  great,  as  he  would  not  fuffer  the  rabble 
to  follow  us.  He  alfo  obliged  all  thofe  whom  we  met 
upon  our  progrefs,  to  fit  down,  till  wc  had  parted  ; which  is 
a mark,  of  refpeft  due  only  to  their  Sovereigns.  We  found 
by  far  the  greateft -part  of  the  country  cultivated,  and 
planted  with  various  forts  of  productions ; and  moll  of 
thefc  plantations  were  fenced  round.  Some  fpots,  where 
plantations  had  been  formerly,  now  produced  nothing,  lying 
fallow ; and  there  were  places  that  had  never  been  touchedi 
but  lay  in  a ftate  of  nature  ; and,  yet,  even  thefc  were  ufe- 
ful,  in  affording  them  timber,  as  they  were  generally  co- 
vered with  trees.  We  met  with  feveral  large  uninhabited 
houfes,  which,  wc  were  told,  belonged  to  the  king.  There 
were  many  public  and  well-beaten  roads,  and  abundance  of 
foot-paths  leading  to  every  part  of  the  irtand.  The  roads 
being  good,  and  the  country  level,  travelling  was  very  eafy. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  when  we  were  on  the  molt  elevated 
parts,  at  lead  a hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea, 
we  often  met  with  the  fame  coral  rock,  which  is  found 
at  the  fhore,  projecting  above  the  furface,  and  perforated 
and  cut  into  all  thofe  inequalities  which  are  ufually  feen  in 
rocks  that  lie  within  the  wafli  of  the  tide.  And  yet  thefe 
i very 
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very  fpots,  with  hardly  any  foil  upon  them,  were  covered  j'”. 

with  luxuriant  vegetation.  We  were  conduced  to  feveral  1 ■ — 

little  pools,  and  to  fomc  fprings  of  water ; but,  in  general, 
they  were  cither  flinking  or  brackifh,  though  recom- 
mended to  us  by  the  natives  as  excellent.  The  former 
were,  moftly,  inland,  and  the  latter  near  the  fhorc  of  the 
bay,  and  below  high-water  mark;  fo  that  tolerable  water 
could  be  taken  up  from  them,  only  when  the  tide  was 
out. 

When  we  returned  from  our  walk,  which  was  not  till  tire 
dulk  of  the  evening,  our  fupper  was  ready.  It  confided  of 
a baked  hog,  fomc  fifli,  and  yams,  all  excellently  well 
cooked,  after  the  method  of  thefe  iflands.  As  there  was 
nothing  to  amufe  us  after  fupper,  we  followed  the  cuftom 
of  the  country,  and  lay  down  to  lleep,  our  beds  being  mats 
fpread  upon  the  floor,  and  cloth  to  cover  us.  The  king, 
who  had  made  himfelf  very  happy  with  fome  wine  and 
brandy  which  we  had  brought,  flept  in  the  fame  houfe,  as 
well  as  feveral  others  of  the  natives.  Long  before  day- 
break, he  and  they  all  rofe,  and  fat  converfing  by  moon- 
light. The  converfation,  as  might  well  be  guelfed,  turned 
wholly  upon  us ; the  king  entertaining  his  company  with 
an  account  of  what  he  had  feen,  or  remarked.  As  foon  as 
it  was  day,  they  difperfed,  fome  one  way,  and  fome  another ; Fridtj>  >7. 
but  it  was  not  long  before  they  all  returned,  and,  with 
them,  feveral  more  of  their  countrymen. 

They  now  began  to  prepare  a bowl  of  kavit ; and,  leaving 
them  fo  employed,  I went  to  pay  a vifit  to  Toobou,  Captain 
Furneaux’s  friend,  who  had  a houfe  hard  by,  which,  for 
fizc  and  neatnefs,  was  exceeded  by  few  in  the  place.  As  I 
had  left  the  others,  fo  1 found  here  a company,  preparing  a 
morning  draught.  This  Chief  made  a prefent  to  me  of  a 
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]um'  living  hog,  a baked  one,  a quantity  of  yams,  and  a large 
>■  — . — < piece  of  cloth.  When  I returned  to  the  king,  I found  li’im* 
and  his  circle  of  attendants,  drinking  the  fecond  bowl  of 
kava.  That  being  emptied,  he  told.  Omai,  that  he  was 
going  prefently  to  perform  a mourning  ceremony,  called 
'loogc,  on  account  of  a fon  who  had  been  dead  fome  time ; 
and  lie  defired  us  to  accompany  him.  We  were  glad  of  the 
opportunity,  expecting  to  fee  fomewhat  new  or  curious. 

The  firft  thing  the  Chief  did,  was  to  ftep  out  of  the  houfe, 
attended  by  two  old  women,  and  put  on  a new  fuit  of 
clothes,  or  rather  a new  piece  of  cloth,  and,  over  it,  an  old 
ragged  mat,  that  might  have  ferved  his  great  grandfather, 
on  fome  fuch  occafion.  His  fervants,  or  thofe  who  attended 
him,  were  all  dreffed  in  the  fame  manner,  excepting  that 
none  of  their  mats  could  vie,  in  antiquity,  with  that  of  their 
matter.  Thus  equipped,  wc  marched  off,  preceded  by  about 
eight  or  ten  perfons,  all  in  the  above  habits  of  ceremony, 
each  of  them,  befidcs,  having  a fmall  green  bough  about 
his  neck.  Poulaho  held  his  bough  in  his  hand,  till  we  drew 
near  the  place  of  rendezvous,  when  he  alfo  put  it  about 
his  neck.  We  now  entered  a fmall  inclofure,  in  which  was 
a neat  houfe,  and  we  found  one  man  fitting  before  it.  As 
the  company  entered,  they  pulled  off  the  green  branches 
from  round  their  necks,  and  threw  them  away.  The  king 
having  firft  feated  himfclf,  the  others  fat  down  before  him, 
in  the  ufual  manner.  The  circle  increafed,  by  others  drop- 
ping in,  to  the  number  of  a hundred  or  upward,  moftly 
old  men,  all  dreffed  as  above  deferibed.  The  company 
being  completely  aflcmblcd,  a large  root  of  kava,  brought  by 
one  of  the  king’s  fervants,  was  produced,  and  a bowl  which 
contained  four  or  five  gallons.  Several  perfons  now  began 
to  chew  the  root,  and  this  bowl  was  made  brimfull  of 
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liquor.  While  it  was  preparing,  others  were  employed  in  j777- 
making  drinking  cups  of  plantain  leaves.  The  firft  cup  ' — 
that  was  filled,  was  prefented  to  the  king,  and  he  ordered 
it  to  be  given  to  another  perfon.  The  fecond  was  alfo 
brought  to  him,  which  he  drank,  and  the  third  was  offered 
to  me.  Afterward,  as  each  cup  was  filled,  the  man  who 
filled  it,  atked,  who  was  to  have  it ! Another  then  named  the 
perfon  ; and  to  him  it  was  carried.  As  the  bowl  grew  low, 
the  man  who  diftributed  the  liquor  feemed  rather  at  a lofs 
to  whom  cups  of  it  Ihould  be  next  fent,  and  frequently  con- 
fultcd  thofe  who  fat  near  him.  This  mode  of  dillribution 
continued,  while  any  liquor  remained ; and  though  not 
half  the  company  had  a fhare,  yet  no  one  feemed  difliuif- 
fied.  About  half  a dozen  cups  ferved  for  all ; and  each,  as 
it  was  emptied,  was  thrown  down  upon  the  ground,  where 
the  fervants  picked  it  up,  and  carried  it  to  be  filled  again. 

During  the  whole  time,  the  Chief  and  his  circle  fat,  as  was 
ufually  the  cafe,  with  a great  deal  of  gravity,  hardly  fpeak- 
ing  a word  to  each  other. 

We  had  long  waited  in  expeftation,  each  moment,  of 
feeing  the  mourning  ceremony  begin  ; when,  foon  after 
the  kava  was  drank  out,  to  our  great  furprize  and  difap- 
pointment,  they  all  rofc  up  and  difperfed  ; and  Poulaho  told 
us,  he  was  now  ready  to  attend  us  to  the  fhips.  If  this  was 
a mourning  ceremony,  it  was  a Itrange  one.  Perhaps,  it 
was  the  fecond,  third,  or  fourth  mourning;  or,  which  was' 
not  very  uncommon,  Omai  might  have  mifunderftood  what 
Poulaho  faid  to  him.  For,  excepting  the  change  of  drefs, 
and  the  putting  the  green  bough  round  their  necks,  no- 
thing feemed  to  have  paffed  at  this  meeting,  but  what  we 
faw  them  praftife,  too  frequently,  every  day. 

“ Wc 
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*'  * We  had  feen  the  drinking  of  kava  fometimes,  at  the 
other  iflands ; but,  by  no  means,  fo  frequently  as  here, 
where  it  feems  to  be  the  only  forenoon  employment  of  the 
principal  people.  The  kava  is  a fpecies  of  pepper,  which 
they  cultivate  for  this  purpofc,  and  efteem  it  a valuable  ar- 
ticle, taking  great  care  to  defend  the  young  plants  from 
any  injury ; and  it  is  commonly  planted  about  their  houfes. 
It  feldorn  grows  to  more  than  a man’s  height ; though  I 
have  feen  fome  plants  almoft  double  that.  It  branches  con- 
fiderably,  with  large  heart-fhaped  leaves,  and  jointed  (talks. 
The  root  is  the  only  part  that  is  ufed  at  the  Friendly  Iflands, 
which,  being  dug  up,  is  given  to  the  fervants  that  attend, 
who,  breaking  it  in  pieces,  ferape  the  dirt  off  with  a (hell, 
or  bit  of  (lick  ; and  then  each  begins  and  chews  his  portion, 
which  he  fpits  into  a piece  of  plantain  leaf.  The  perfon, 
who  is  to  prepare  the  liquor,  collects  all  thefe  mouthfuls, 
and  puts  them  into  a large  wooden  difh  or  bowl,  adding  as 
much  water  as  will  make  it  of  a proper  flrength.  It  is, 
then,  well  mixed  up  with  the  hands;  and  fome  loofc  (luff, 
of  which  mats  are  made,  is  thrown  upon  the  furface, 
which  intercepts  the  fibrous  part,  and  is  wrung  hard,  to 
get  as  much  liquid  out  from  it,  as  is  poflible.  The  manner 
of  diftributing  it  need  not  be  repeated.  The  quantity  w’hich 
is  put  into  each  cup,  is  commonly  about  a quarter  of  a pint.' 
The  immediate  effeft  of  this  beverage  is  not  perceptible  on 
thefe  people,  who  ufe  it  fo  frequently ; but  on  fome  of 
ours,  who  ventured  to  try  it,  though  fo  haftily  prepared,  it 
had  the  fame  power  as  fpirits  have,  in  intoxicating  them  ; 
o.r,  rather,  it  produced  that  kind  of  flupefadlion,  which  is 

* The  following  account  of  iava,  to  the  end  of  this  paragraph,  is  inferted  froip 
Mr.  Andcrfou’s  journal. 
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the  confequence  of  tiling  opium,  or  other  fubflanccs  of  thar 
kind.  It  Should  be  obfcrved,  at  the  fame  time,  that  though  > — / 

thefe  iflandcrs  have  this  liquor  always  frefh  prepared,  and  1 
have  feen  them  drink  it  feven  times  before  noon,  it  is,  ne- 
verthclefs,  fo  difagreeable,  or,  at  lead,  fee  ms  fo,  that  the 
grcatefl  part  of  them  cannot  fwallow  it  without  making  wry 
faces,  and  Ihuddering  afterward." 

As  foon  as  this  mourning  ceremony  was  over,  we  left 
Mooa,  and  fet  out  to  return  to  the  fhips.  While  we  rowed 
down  the  lagoon  or  inlet,  we  met  with  two  canoes  coming 
in  from  fi filing.  Poulaho  ordered  diem  to  be  called  along- 
fidc  our  boar,  and  took  from  them  every  fifli  and  fhell  they 
had  got.  He,  afterward,  flopped  two  other  canoes,  and 
fcarchcd  them,  bur  they  had  nothing.  Why  this  was  done; 

1 cannot  fay ; for  we  had  plenty  of  provifions  in  the  boar. 

Some  of  this  fifh  he  gave  to  me;  and  his  fervants  fold  the 
reft  on  board  the  fhip.  As  we  proceeded  down  the  inlet,  w<s 
overtook  a large  failing  canoe.  Every  perfon  on  board  her, 
that  was  upon  his  legs  when  we  came  up,  fat  down  till  we 
had  palled ; even  the  man  who  fleered,  though  he  could 
not  manage  the  helm,  except  in  a Handing  pofturc. 

Poulaho,  and  others,  having  informed  me,  that  there 
was  fomc  excellent  water  on  Onevy,  a little  ifland,  which 
lies  about  a league  off  the  mouth  of  the  inlet,  and  on 
the  North  fide  of  the  Eaflern  channel,  we  landed  there, 
in  order  to  tafle  it.  But  I found  it  to  be  as  brackilh  as 
mod  that  we  had  met  with.  This  ifland  is  quite  in  a 
natural  flate,  being  only  frequented  as  a fifhing  place,, 
and  has  nearly  the  fame  productions  as  Palmerflon’s 
Ifland,  with  fomc  ctoa  trees.  After  leaving  Onevy,  where 
we  dined,  in  our  way  to  the  fhip,  we  took  a view  of  a cu^ 
rious  coral,  rock,  which  feems  to  have  been  thrown  upon 
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the  reef  where  it  ftands.  It  is  elevated  about  ten  or  twelve 
feet  above  the  furface  of  the  fca  that  furrounds  it.  The 
bafe  it  refts  upon,  is  not  above  one-third  of  the  circumfe- 
rence of  its  projedting  fummir,  which  I judged  to  be  about 
one  hundred  feet,  and  is  covered  with  etoa  and  pandanut 
trees.  ’ 

When  we  got  on  board  the  fhip,  I found  that  every  thing 
had  been  quiet  during  my  abfencc,  not  a theft  having  been 
committed ; of  which  Feenou,  and  Futtafaihe,  the  king’s 
brother,  who  had  undertaken  the  management  of  his 
countrymen,  boa  (led  not  a little.  This  (hews  what  power 
the  Chiefs  have,  when  they  have  the  will  to  execute  it} 
which  we  were  feldom  to  expedt,  ftnee,  whatever  was 
Ilolen  from  Us,  generally,  if  not  always,  was  conveyed  to 
them. 

The  good  condudt  of  the  natives  was  of  fhort  duration ; 

Saturday  a8.  for,  the  next  day,  fix  or  eight  of  them  aflaulted  fome  of  our 
people,  who  were  fawing  planks.  They  were  fired  upon 
by  the  fentry  ; and  one  was  fuppofed  to  be  wounded,  and 
three  others  taken.  Thefe  I kept  confined  till  nights  and 
did  not  difmifs  them  without  punifltment.  After  this,  they 
behaved  with  a little  more  circumfpection,  and  gave  us 
much  lefs  trouble.  This  change  of  behaviour,  was  cer- 
tainly occafioncd  by  the  man  being  wounded ; for,  before, 
they  had  only  been  told  of  the  effect  of  fire-arms,  but  now 
they  had  felt  it.  The  repeated  infolence  of  the  natives,  had 
induced  me  to  order  the  mufkets  of  the  fentrics  to  be 
loaded  with  fmall  fhor,  and  to  authorize  them  to  fire  on  par- 
ticular occafions.  I took  it  for  granted,  therefore,  that  this 
man  had  only  been  wounded  with  fmall  fhot.  But  Mr. 
King  and  Mr.  Anderfon,  in  an  excurfion  into  the  country, 
met  with  him,  and  found  indubitable  marks  of  his  having 
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been  wounded,  but  not  daneeroufly,  with  a niufkct  ball.  I 

° June.  . 

never  could  find  out  how  this  mufket  happened  to  be  charged  ■- — v — > 
with  ball ; and  tliere  were  people  enough  ready  to  fwear, 
that  its  contents  were  only  fmall  fliot. 


Mr.  Anderfon’s  account  of  the  excurfion,  jud  mentioned, 
will  fill  up  an  interval  of  two  days,  during  which  nothing 
of  note  happened,  at  the  fhips : “ Mr.  King  and  I went,  on  the 
30th,  along  with  Futtafaihc  as  vifiters  to  his  houfe,  which  Monday  30. 
is  at  Moon,  very  near  that  of  his  brother  Poulaho.  A fliort 
time  after  we  arrived,  a pretty  large  hog  was  killed  ; which 
is  done  by  repeated  flrokes  on  the  head.  The  hair  was  then 
icraped  oil’,  very  dcxtrouily,  with  the  fliarp  edge  of  pieces 
of  I pi  i t bamboo  ; taking  the  entrails  out  at  a large  oval  hole 
cut  in  the  belly,  by  the  fame  fimple  infirument.  Before 
this,  they  had  prepared  an  oven  ; which  is  a large  hole  dug 
in  the  earth,  filled  at  the  bottom  with  (loncs,  about  the  fizc 
of  the  fill,  over  which  a fire  is  made  till  they  are  red  her. 

They  took  fomc  of  thefe  Hones,  wrapt  up  in  leaves  of  the 
bread-fruit  tree,  and  filled  the  hog’s  belly,  Hulling  in  a 
quantity  of  leaves,  to  prevent  their  falling  out,  and  putting 
a plug  of  the  fame  kind  in  the  nnus.  The  carcafe  was  then 
placed  on  fome  flicks  laid  acrofs  the  Hones,  in  a Handing 
poflure,  and  covered  with  a great  quantity  of  plantain 
leaves.  After  which,  they  dug  up  the  earth,  all  round; 
and  having  thus  effectually  clofcd  the  oven,  the  operation 
of  baking  required  no  farther  interference. 

In  the  mean  time,  we  walked  about  the  country,  but  met 
with  nothing  remarkable,  except  a fiataoka  of  one  houfe, 

Handing  on  an  artificial  mount,  at  lcafl  thirty  feet  high.  A 
little  on  one  fide  of  it,  was  a pretty  large  open  area  ; anti, 
not  far  off,  was  a good  deal  of  uncultivated  ground  ; which, 
on  inquiring,  why  it  lay  wafle ; our  guides  feemed  to  fay, 
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J777-  belonged  to  the  fatooka  (which  was  Poulaho’s),  and  was  not, 

' by  any  means,  to  be  touched.  There  was  alfo,  at  no  great 

diftancc,  a number  of  ctooa  trees,  on  which  clung  vaft  num- 
bers of  the  large  tcnuite  bats,  making  a difagreeable  noife. 
We  could  not  kill  any,  at  this  time,  for  want  of  muikets; 
but  fome,  that  were  got  at  Annamooka,  meafured  near 
three  feet,  when  the  wings  were  extended.  On  our  return- 
ing to  Futtafaihc’s  houfe,  he  ordered  the  hog,  that  had  been 
drefl'cd,  to  be  produced,  with  feveral  bafkets  of  baked  yams, 
and  fome  cocoa-nuts.  But  we  found,  that,  inftead  of  his 
entertaining  us,  we  were  to  entertain  him  ; the  property  of 
the  fcaft  being  entirely  transferred  to  us,  as  his  guefts,  and 
we  were  to  difpofc  of  it  as  we  pleafed.  The  fame  perfon 
who  cleaned  the  hog  in  the  morning,  now  cut  it  up  (but 
not  before  we  deftred  him),  in  a very  dexterous  manner, 
with  a knife  of  fplit  bamboo;  dividing  the  feveral  parts,  and 
hitting  the  joints,  with  a quicknefs  and  ikill  that  furprized 
us  very  much.  The  whole  was  fet  down  before  us,  though 
at  leaft  fifty  pounds  weight,  until  we  took  a fmall  piece 
away,  and  defired,  that  they  would  fltare  the  reft  amongft 
the  people  fitting  round.  But  it  was  not  without  a great 
many  fcruples  they  did  that  at  laft ; and  then  they  afked, 
what  particular  perfons  they  fhould  give  it  to.  However, 
they  were  very  well  pleafed,  when  they  found,  that  it  was 
not  contrary  to  any  cuftom  of  ours  ; fome  carrying  oiF  the 
portion  they  had  received,  and  others  eating  it  upon  the 
fpot.  It  was  with  great  difficulty,  that  we  could  prevail 
upon  Futtafaihe  himfelf  to  eat  a fmall  bit. 

After  dinner,  we  went  with  him,  and  five  or  fix  people, 
his  attendants,  toward  the  place  where  Poulaho’s  mourning 
ceremony  was  tranfadled,  the  laft  time  we  were  at  Mooa ; 
but  we  did  not  enter  the  inclofure.  Every  perfon  who  went 
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with  us,  had  the  mat  tied  over  his  cloth,  and  fome  leaves  J777* 

about  the  neck,  as  had  been  done  on  the  former  occafton ; < — 

and  when  we  arrived  at  a large  open  boat-houfe,  where  a 
few  people  were,  they  threw  away  their  leaves,  fat  down 
before  it,  and  gave  their  checks  a few  gentle  flrokes  with 
the  lift ; after  which  they  continued  fitting,  for  about  ten 
minutes,  with  a very  grave  appearance,  and  then  difperfed, 
without  having  fpoken  a fingle  word.  This  explained  what 
Poulaho  had  mentioned  about  Tooge ; though,  from  the  ope- 
ration only  lading  a few  feconds,  he  had  not  been  obferved 
to  perform  it.  And  this  feems  to  be  only  a continuation  of 
the  mourning  ceremony,  by  way  of  condolence.  For,  upon 
inquiring,  on  whole  account  it  was  now  performed ; we 
were  told,  that  it  was  for  a Chief  who  had  died  at  Vavaoo, 
fome  time  ago ; that  they  had  pradlifed  it  ever  fince,  and 
fhould  continue  to  do  fo,  for  a confiderable  time  longer. 

In  the  evening,  we  had  a pig,  drefled  as  the  hog,  with 
yams  and  cocoa-nuts,  brought  for  fupper  ; and  Futtafaihe 
finding,  that  we  did  not  like  the  fcruplcs  they  had  made 
before,  to  accept  of  any  part  of  the  entertainment,  alkcd 
us  immediately  to  fhare  it,  and  give  it  to  whom  we  plcafcd. 

W hen  fupper  was  over,  abundance  of  cloth  was  brought 
for  us  to  lleep  in  ; but  we  were  a good  deal  difturbed,  by 
a Angular  initancc  of  luxury,  in  which  their  principal  men 
indulge  themfelves;  that  of  being  beat  while  they  arc  aftccp. 

Two  women  fat  by  Futtafaihe,  and  performed  this  operation, 
which  is  called  tooge  tooge,  by  beating  brilkly  on  his  body  and 
legs,  with  both  fills,  as  on  a drum,  till  he  fell  aftccp,  and  con- 
tinuing it  the  whole  night,  with  fomefhort  intervals.  When 
once  the  perfon  is  aftccp,  they  abate  a little  in  the  ftrength 
and  quicknefs  of  the  beating;  but  refume  it,  if  they  obferve 
any  appearance  of  his  awaking.  In  the  morning,  we  found 
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that  Futtafaihc’s  •women  relieved  each  other,  and  went  to 
fleep  by  turns.  In  any  other  country,  it  would  be  fuppofed, 
that  fuch  a practice  would  put  an  end  to  all  reft ; but 
here  it  certainly  atfls  as  an  opiate ; and  is  a ftrong  proof  of 
what  habit  may  effect.  The  noife  of  this,  however,  was 
not  the  only  thing  that  kept  us  awake  ; for  the  people,  who 
palTed  the  night  in  the  houfe,  not  only  converfed  amongft 
each  other  frequently,  as  in  the  day  ; but  all  got  up  before 
it  was  light,  and  made  a hearty  meal  on  ftlh  and  yams, 
which  were  brought  to  them  by  a perfon,  who  feemed  to 
know  very  well  the  appointed  time  for  this  nofturnal  re- 
frelhmenr. 

JU,r.  Next  morning  we  fet  out  with  Futtafaihe,  and  walked 
TWday  i.  down  the  Eaft  fide  of  the  bay,  to  the  point.  The  country, 
all  along  this  fide,  is  well  cultivated ; but,  in  general,  not 
fo  much  inclofed  as  at  Mooa ; and  amongft  many  other 
plantain  fields  that  we  palled,  there  was  one  at  leaft  a mile 
long,  which  was  in  excellent  order,  every  tree  growing 
with  great  vigour.  We  found,  that,  in  travelling,  Futta- 
faihe exercifcd  a power,  though  by  no  means  wantonly, 
•which  pointed  out  the  great  authority  of  fuch  principal 
men  ; or  is,  perhaps,  only  annexed  to  thofc  of  the  royal 
family.  For  he  fent  to  one  place  for  filh ; to  another  for 
yams  ; and  fo  on,  at  other  places  ; and  all  his  orders  were 
obeyed  with  the  greateft  readinels,  as  if  he  had  been  abfolute 
mailer  of  the  people’s  property.  On  coming  to  the  point,  the 
natives  mentioned  fomething  of  one,  who,  they  faid,  had  been 
fired  at  by  fomc  of  our  people  ; and,  upon  our  wilhing  to 
fee  him,  they  conduced  us  to  a houfe,  where  we  found  a 
man,  who  had  been  fhot  through  the  fhoulder,  but  not 
dangeroully ; as  the  ball  had  entered  a little  above  the  inner, 
part  of  the  collar  bone,  and  palled  out  obliquely  backward. 
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We  were  lure,  from  the  Hate  of  the  wound,  that  he  was  the  '7’7. 

July. 

perfon  who  had  been  fired  at  by  one  of  the  fentinels,  three  »— • 
days  before;  though  pofitive  orders  had  been  given,  that  none 
of  them  fhould  load  their  pieces  with  any  thing  but  fmall 
£hot.  We  gave  fome  directions  to  his  friends  how  to  ma- 
nage the  wound,  to  which  no  application  had  been  made ; 
and  they  feemed  pleafed,  when  we  told  them  it  would  get 
well  in  a certain  time.  But,  on  our  going  away,  they  alkcd 
us  to  fend  the  wounded  man  fome  yams,  and  other  things 
for  food ; and  in  fuch  a manner,  that  we  could  not  help 
thinking  they  confidered  it  to  be  our  duty  to  fupport  him, 
till  he  fhould  get  well. 

In  the  evening  we  crofled  the  bay  to  our  flation,  in  a 
canoe,  which  Futtafaihe  had  exercifed  his  prerogative  in  ' 
procuring,  by  calling  to  the  firfl  that  palled  by.  He  had 
alfo  got  a large  hog  at  this  place;  and  brought  a fervant 
from  his  houfc  with  a bundle  of  cloth,  which  he  wanted 
us  to  take  with  us,  as  a prefent  from  him.  But  the  boat 
being  fmall,  we  objected  ; and  he  ordered  it  to  be  brought 
over  to  us  the  next  day.’’ 

\ 

I had  prolonged  my  flay  at  this  ifland,  on  account  of  the 
approaching  cclipfej  but,  on  the  ad  of  July,  on  looking  wednef. 
at  the  micrometer  belonging  to  the  board  of  longitude,  I 
found  fome  of  the  rack  work  broken,  and  the  inflrument 
ufelefs  till  repaired;  which  there  was  not  time  to  do  before 
it  was  intended  to  be  ufed.  Preparing  now  for  our  de- 
parture, l got  on  board,  this  day,  all  the  cattle,  poultry,  and 
other  animals,  except  fuch  as  were  deflined  to  remain.  I 
had  defigned  to  leave  a turkey-cock  and  hen;  but  having 
now  only  two  of  each  undifpofed  of,  one  of  the  hens,, 
through  the  ignorance  of  one  of  my  people,  was  flrangled, , 
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1777-  and  died  upon  the  (pot.  I had  brought  three  turkey-hens 
e— .i— / to  thefe  iflands.  One  was  killed,  as  above  mentioned;  and 
the  other,  by  an  ufelcfs  dog  belonging  to  one  of  the  officers. 
Thefe  two  accidents  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  leave  a pair 
here  ; and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  carry  the  breed  to  Ota- 
heite,  for  which  ifland  they  were  originally  intended.  I 
was  forry,  afterward,  that  1 did  not  give  the  preference  to 
Tongataboo,  as  the  prefent  would  have  been  of  more  value 
there  than  at  Otaheite  •,  for  the  natives  of  the  former  illand, 
I am  perfuaded,  would  have  taken  more  pains  to  multiply 
the  breed. 

Thurfihjr  3.  The  next  day  we  took  up  our  anchor,  and  moved  the 
fhips  behind  Pangimodoo,  that  we  might  be  ready  to  take 
the  advantage  of  the  firft  favourable  wind,  to  get  through 
the  narrows.  The  king,  who  was  one  of  our  company, 
this  day,  at  dinner,  I obferved,  took  particular  notice  of  the 
plates.  This  occafioned  me  to  make  him  an  offer  of  one, 
either  of  pewter,  or  of  earthen  ware.  He  chofc  the  firft  j 
and  then  began  to  tell  us  the  fcvcral  ufes  to  which  he  in- 
tended to  apply  it.  Two  of  them  are  fo  extraordinary,  that 
I cannot  omit  mentioning  them.  He  faid,  that,  whenever 
he  ihould  have  occafion  to  vifit  any  of  the  other  iflands,  he 
would  leave  this  plate  behind  him  at  Tongataboo,  as  a fort 
of  reprefentative,  in  his  abfcnce,  that  the  people  might  pay 
it  the  fame  obcifance  they  do  to  himfclf  in  perfon.  He 
was  afkcd,  what  had  been  ufually  employed  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  before  he  got  this  plate;  and  we  had  the  fatisfatftion 
of  learning  from  him,  that  this  Angular  honour  had  hither- 
to been  conferred  on  a wooden  bowl  in  which  he  waflied 
his  hands.  The  other  extraordinary  ufe  to  which  he  meant 
to  apply  it  in'  the  room  of  his  wooden  bowl,  was  to  difeover 
a thief.  lie  faid,  that,  when  any  thing  was  ftolen,  and  the 
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thief  could  not  be  found  out,  the  people  were  all  aflembled  '? j'j* 

together  before  him,  when  lie  wafhed  his  hands  in  water  in  < — A— 
this  veflel ; after  which  it  was  cleaned,  and  then  the  whole 
multitude  advanced,  one  after  another,  and  touched  it  in  the 
fame  manner  that  they  touch  his  foot,  when  they  pay  him 
obcifancc.  If  the  guilty  perfon  touched  it,  he  died  imme- 
diately upon  the  fpot } not  by  violence,  blit  by  the  hand  of 
Providence ; and  if  any  one  refufed  to  touch  it,  his  refufal 
was  a clear  proof  that  he  was  the  man. 

In  the  morning  of  the  5th,  the  day  of  the  eclipfe,  the  Saturday  y. 
weather  was  dark  and  cloudy,  with  fhowers  of  rain ; fo 
that  we  had  little  hopes  of  an  obfervation.  About  nine 
o'clock  the  fun  broke  out  at  intervals  for  about  half  an  hour; 
after  which  it  was  totally  obfeured,  till  within  a minute  or 
two  of  the  beginning  of  the  eclipfe.  We  were  all  at  our 
telcfcopcs,  viz.  Mr.  Bayly,  Mr.  King,  Captain  Clerke,  Mr. 

Bligh,  and  rnyfelf.  I loll  the  obfervation,  by  not  having  a 
dark  glafs  at  hand,  fuitablc  to  the  clouds  that  were  conti- 
nually pafling  over  the  fun;  and  Mr.  Bligh  had  not  got 
the  fun  into  the  field  of  his  tclefcopc ; fo  that  the  com- 
mencement of  the  eclipfe  was  only  obferved  by  the  other 
three  gentlemen ; and  by  them,  with  an  uncertainty  of  fc— 
veral  feconds,  as  follows : 

H.  M.  S. 

By  Mr.  Bayly,  at  it  46  23M 

Mr.  King,  at  1 1 46  2S  | Apparent  time. 

Cape.  Clerke,  at  1 1 47  5 J 

Mr.  Bayly  and  Mr.  King  obferved,  with  the  achromatic 
telefcopes,  belonging  to  the  board  of  longitude,  of  equal 
magnifying  powers  ; and  Captain  Clerke  obferved  with  one 
of  the  refledto! s.  The  fun  appeared  at  intervals,  till  about 
the  middle  of  the  eclipfe  ; after  which  it  was  feen  no  more- 
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during  the  day;  fo  that  the  end  could  not  be  obferved.  The 
difappointment  was  of  little  confcquence,  fince  the  longi- 
tude was  more  than  fufficiently  determined,  independently 
of  this  cclipfe,  by  lunar  oblcrvations,  which  will  be  men- 
tioned hereafter. 

As  foon  as  we  knew  the  eclipfe  to  be  over,  we  packed  up 
the  inftruments,  took  down  the  obfervatories,  and  font  every 
thing  on  board  that  had  not  been  already  removed.  As  none 
of  the  natives  had  taken  the  lcall  notice  or  care  of  the  three 
flicep  allotted  to  Mareewagcc,  I ordered  them  to  be  carried 
back  to  the  drips.  1 was  apprehenfive,  that,  if  1 had  left 
them  here,  they  run  great  rilk  of  being  deflroyed  by  dogs. 
That  animal  did  not  exift  upon  this  ifland,  when  I firft  vi- 
fited  it  in  1773 ; but  I now  found  they  had  got  a good  ma- 
ny, partly  from  the  breed  then  left  by  myfelf,  and  partly 
from  fome,  imported  fince  that  time,  from  an  ifland  not 
very  remote,  called  Feejee.  The  dogs,  however,  at  prefenr, 
had  not  found  their  way  into  any  of  the  Friendly  Iflands, 
except  Tongataboo  ; and  none  but  the  Chiefs  there  had,  as 
yet,  got  polieilion  of  any. 

being  now  upon  the  eve  of  our  departure  from  this  iflajul, 
I (hall  add  fome  particulars  about  it,  and  i:$  productions, 
for  which  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Andcrfon.  And,  having  fper.t 
as  many  weeks  there,  as  I had  done  days  * when  1 vifited  it 
in  1773,  the  better  opportunities  that  now  occurred,  of  gain- 
ing more  accurate  information,  and  the  ikill  of  that  gentle- 
man, in  directing  his  inquiries,  will,  in  fome  mcafurc,  fup- 
ply  the  imperfection  of  my  former  account  of  this  ifland. 

“ Amllerdatn,  Tongataboo,  or  (as  the  natives  alfo  very 
frequently  called  it)  Tonga,  is  about  twenty  leagues  in 


• From  the  4th  to  the  yth  of  Owlobcr. 
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circuit,  fomcwhat  oblong,  though,  by  much,  broadelt  at 
the  Eaft  end;  and  its  greateft  length  from  Eaft  to  Weft.  The 
South  fhore,  which  I law  in  1773,  is  ftraight,  and  confifts  of 
coral  rocks,  eight  or  ten  feet  high,  terminating  perpendicu- 
larly, except  in  fome  places  where  it  is  interrupted  by  fmall 
fandy  beaches ; on  which,  at  low  water,  a range  of  black 
rocks  may  be  feen.  The  Weft  end  is  not  above  five  or  fix 
miles  broad,  but  has  a (hore  fome  what  like  that  of  the 
South  fide  ; whereas  the  whole  North  fide  is  environed  with 
fhoals  and  iflands,  and  the  fhore  within  them  low  and 
fandy.  The  Eaft  fide  or  end  is,  moft  probably,  like  the 
South;  as  the  fhore  begins  to  aflumc  a rocky  appearance, 
toward  the  North  Eaft  point,  though  not  above  feven  or 
eight  feet  high. 

The  ifland  may,  with  the  greateft  propriety,  be  called  a 
low  one,  as  the  trees,  on  the  Weft  part,  where  we  now  lay 
at  anchor,  only  appeared  ; and  the  only  eminent  part, 
which  can  be  feen  from  a fliip,  is  the  South  Eaft  point ; 
though  many  gently  rifing  and  declining  grounds  are  ob- 
fcrvable  by  one  who  is  alhore.  The  general  appearance  of 
the  country  does  not  afford  that  beautiful  kind  of  landfcape 
that  is  produced  from  a variety  of  hills  and  valleys,  lawns, 
rivulets,  and  cafcades ; but,  at  the  fame  time,  it  conveys  to 
the  fpeefator  an  idea  of  the  moft  exuberant  fertility,-  whe- 
ther we  refpecT  the  places  improved  by  art,  or  ihofe  ftill  in 
a natural  (late ; both  which  yield  all  their  vegetable  pro- 
ductions with  the  greateft  vigour,  and  perpetual  verdure. 
At  a diftance,  the  furface  feems  entirely  clothed  with  trees 
of  various  fizes;  fome  of  which  are  very  large,  hut,  above 
the  reft,  the  tall  cocoa-palms  always  raife  their  tufted 
heads;  and  arc  far  from  being  the  f mailed  ornament  to 
any  country  that  produces  them.  The  hogo,  which  is  a 
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fpecies  of  fig,  with  narrow  pointed  leaves,  is  the  large  ft 
fized  tree  of  the  illand  ; and  on  the  uncultivated  fpots,  efpe- 
cially  toward  the  fea,  the  mod  common  bufhes  and  fmall 
trees  are  the  panJjmis ; feveral  Tons  of  bibifeus;  the  J'mlanoo, 
mentioned  more  than  once  in  the  courfe  of  our  voyage ; 
and  a few  ethers.  It  ought  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  though 
the  materials  for  forming  grand  landfcapes  are  wanting, 
there  ate  many  of  what  might,  at  leaft,  be  called  neat  pro- 
fpetffs,  about  the  cultivated  grounds  and  dwelling-places  j 
but,  more  cl'pecially,  about  the  fiatookas ; where  fometimes 
art,  and  fometimes  nature,  has  done  much  to  pleafe  the 
eye. 

From  the  fituatiofi  of  Tongataboo,  toward  the  tropic,  the 
climate  is  more  variable,  than  in  countries  farther  within 
that  line ; though,  perhaps,  that  might  be  owing  to  the 
leafon  of  the  year,  which  was  now  the  winter  folftice.  The 
winds  arc,  for  the  moll  part,  from  fome  point  between 
South  and  Eaft;  and,  when  moderate,  arc  commonly  at- 
tended with  fine  weather.  When  they  blow  frefher,  the 
weather  is  often  cloudy,  though  open  ; and,  in  fuch  cafes, 
there  is  frequently  rain.  The  wind  fometimes  veers  to  the 
North  Eaft,  North  North  Eaft,  or  even  North  North  Weft, 
but  never  lafts  long,  nor  blows  ftrong  from  thence  though  it 
is  commonly  accompanied  by  heavy  rain,  and  clofe  fultry 
weather.  The  quick  fucccllion  of  vegetables  has  been  al- 
ready mentioned ; but  1 am  not  certain  rliat  the  changes  of 
weather,  by  which  it  is  brought  about,  are  confiderablc 
enough  to  make  them  perceptible  to  the  natives  as  to  their 
method  of  life,  or  rather  that  they  fhould  be  very  fcnfible 
of  the  different  fcafons.  This,  perhaps,  may  be  inferred 
from  the  fta'tc  of  their  vegetable  produiftions,  which  are 
never  lb  much  aflc&ed,  with  refpcift  to  the  foliage,  as  to  flied 
i » that 
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that  all  at  once;  for  every  leaf  is  fucceeJed  by  another, 

as  fad  as  it  falls  ; which  caufcs  that  appearance  of  univerfal  v — *- — > 

and  continual  fpring  found  here. 

The  bafts  of  the  illand,  as  far  as  we  know,  is  entirely  a 
coral  rock,  wh;ch  is  the  only  fort  that  prefents  itfelf  on  the 
fhore.  Nor  did  wc  fee  the  lead  appearance  of  any  other 
done,  except  a few  fmall  blue  pebbles  itrewed  about  the 
fiatookas ; and  the  ftnooth,  folid  black  done,  fomc  thing  like 
the  tapis  lyJius,  of  which  the  natives  make  their  hatchets.  But 
thefe  may,  probably,  have  been  brought  from  other  illnnds 
in  the  neighbourhood ; for  a piece  of  flatcy,  iron-coloured 
done  was  bought  at  one  of  them,  which  was  never  lecn  here. 

Though  the  coral  projects  in  many  places  above  the  furface, 
the  foil  is,  in  general,  of  a confiderable  depth.  In  all  cul- 
tivated places,  it  is,  commonly,  of  a loofe,  black  colour  ; 
produced,  fecmingly,  in  a great  meafure,  from  the  rotten 
vegetables  that  arc  planted  there.  Underneath  which  is, 
very  probably,  a clayey  Jiratmn  for  a foil  of  that  kind  is  often 
feen  both  in  the  low,  and  in  the  riling  grounds ; bur  efpecially 
in  feveral  places  toward  the  fhore,  where  it  is  of  any  height; 
and,  when  broken  off,  appears  fometimes  bf  a reddiih, 
though  oftener  of  a brownifh  yellow  colour,  and  of  a pretty 
diff  confidence.  Where  the  fhore  is  low,  the  foil  is  com- 
monly fandy,  or  rather  compofed  of  triturated  coral ; which, 
however,  yields  bullies  growing  with  great  luxuriance; 
and  is  fometimes  planted,  not  unfuccejsfully,  by  the  na- 
tives. 

Cf  cultivated. fruits,  the  principal  arc  plantains  ; of  which 
they  have  fifteen  different  forts  or  varieties;  bread-fruit; 
two  forts  of  fruit  found  at  Otaheitc,  and  known  there  un- 
der the  names  of  jambu  and  eeevee ; the  latter  a kind  of 
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July'  plumb;  and  vafl  numbers  of  {haddocks,  which,  however, 
s— v — ' are  found  as  often  in  a natural  Rate,  as  planted. 

The  roots  are  yams,  of  which  are  two  forts  ; one  black, 
and  fo  large,  that  it  often  weighs  twenty  or  thirty  pounds  ; 
the  other  white,  and  long,  feldom  weighing  a pound;  a 
large  root,  called  kappe ; one  not  unlike  our  white  potatoes, 
called  mawbaba ; the  tnlo,  or  ccccos  of  other  places ; and  an- 
other, named  jtejee.  , 

Befides  vaft  numbers  of  cocoa-nut  trees,  they  have  three 
other  forts  of  palms,  two  of  which  are  very  fcarce.  One  of 
them  is  called  bccoo ; which  grows  almoft  as  high  as  the 
cocoa-tree,  has  very  large  leaves  plaited  like  a fan,  and 
cluflers  or  bunches  of  globular  nuts,  not  larger  than  a fmall 
piftol  ball,  growing  amonglt  the  branches,  with  a very  hard 
kernel,  which  is  fometimes  eat.  The  other  is  a kind  of 
cabbage-tree,  not  dillinguilhable  from  the  cocoa,  but  by 
being  rather  thicker,  and  by  having  its  leaves  more  ragged. 
It  has  a cabbage  three  or  four  feet  long ; at  the  top  of  which 
are  the  leaves,  and  at  the  bottom  the  fruit,  which  is  fcarccly 
two  inches  long,  refcmbling  an  oblong  cocoa-nut,  with  an 
inlipid  tenacious  kernel,  called,  by  the  natives,  neeoogoola,  or 
red  cocoa-nut,  as  it  aflumes  a reddifh  call  when  ripe.  The 
third  fort  is  called  ongo  ongo,  and  much  commoner,  being 
generally  found  planted  about  their  fiatookai.  It  feldom 
grows  higher  than  five  feet,  though  fometimes  to  eight; 
and  has  a vaft  number  of  oval  comprcficd  nuts,  as  large  as 
a pippin,  flicking  immediately  to  the  trunk,  amongft  the 
leaves,  which  are  not  eat.  There  is  plenty  of  excellent 
fugar-canc,  which  is  cultivated;  gourds;  bamboo;  turmeric; 
and  a fpecies  of  fig,  about  the  fizc  of  a fmall  cherry,  called 
matte,  which,  though  wild,  is  fometimes  eat.  But  the  ca- 
talogue 
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talogue  of  uncultivated  plants  is  too  large  to  be  enumerated 
here.  Befides  the  pcmphis  decafpcrmum,  maUocoeca,  maba,  and  ' — -v— 
fome  other  new  genera,  deferibed  by  Dr.  Foller*,  there  arc 
a few  more  found  here ; which,  perhaps,  the  different  fea- 
fons  of  the  year,  and  his  fhort  flay,  did  not  give  him  an. 
opportunity  to  take  notice  of.  Although  it  did  not  appear,, 
during  our  longer  flay,  that  above  a fourth  part  of  the  trees, 
and  other  plants,  were  in  flower  j a circumflance  abfolutely 
ncceffary,  to  enable  one  to  diflinguifh  the  various  kinds. 

The  only  quadrupeds,  befides  hogs,  are  a few  rats,  and 
fome  dogs,  which  are  not  natives  of  the  place,  but  produced 
from  fome  left  by  us  in  1773,  and  by  others  got  from  Feejee. 

Fowls,  which  are  of  a large  breed,  are  domeflicatcd  here. 

Amongft  the  birds,  are  parrots,  fome  what  fmaller  than 
the  common  grey  ones,  of  an  indifferent  green  on  the  back 
and  wings,  the  tail  bluifh,  and  the  reft  of  a footy  or  choco- 
late brown  ; parroquets,  not  larger  than  a fparrow,  of  a 
fine  ycllowifh  green,  with  bright  azure  on  the  crown  of  the 
head,  and  the  throat  and  belly  red  ; befides  another  fort  as 
large  as  a dove,  with  a blue  crown  and  thighs,  the  throat 
and  under  part  of  the  head  crimfon,  as  alfo  part  of  the  belly^ 
and  the  reft  a beautiful  green. 

There  arc  owls  about  the  fize  of  our  common  fort,  but  of 
a finer  plumage ; the  cuckoos,  mentioned  at  Palmerflon’s. 

Ifland  j king  fifhers,  about  the  fize  of  a thrufh,  of  a green- 
i(h  blue,  with  a white  ring  about  the  neck;  and  a bird  of 
the  thrufh  kind,  almoft  as  Ivg,  of  a dull  green  colour,  with 
two  yellow  wattles  at  the  bale  of  the  bill,  which  is  the  only 
finging  one  we  obferved  here ; but  it  compensates  a good  deal 

* See  his  Clmrecliret  Centrum  Planter  urn.  I.ond.  1776. 
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for  the  want  of  others  by  the  ftrength  and  melody  of  its 
notes,  which  fill  the  woods  at  dawn,  in  the  evening,  and  at 
the  breaking  up  of  bad  weather. 

The  other  land  birds  are  rails,  as  large  as  a pigeon,  of  a 
variegated  grey  colour,  with  a rufty  neck  ; a black  fort  with 
red  eyes,  not  larger  than  a lark;  large  violet-coloured  coots, 
with  red  bald  crowns  ; two  forts  of  fly-catchers ; a very 
final!  {wallow  i and  three  forts  of  pigeons,  one  of  which  is 
le  ramicr  cu'rcre  of  Monf.  Sonncrat  * ; another,  half  the  fize 
of  the  common  fort,  of  a light  green  on  the  back  and  wings, 
with  a red  forehead  i and  a third,  fomewhat  lefts,  of  a purple 
brown,  but  whitilh  underneath. 

Of  water-fowl,  and  fuch  as  frequent  thefea,  are  the  ducks 
feen  at  At  namooka,  though  fcarce  here;  blue  and  white 
herons;  tropic  birds;  common  noddies ; white  terns;  anew 
fpccies  of  a leaden  colour,  with  a black  creft;  a fmall  blu- 
ilh  curlew;  and  a large  plover,  fpotted  with  yellow.  Bc- 
fidcs  the  large  bats,  mentioned  before,  there  is  allb  the  com- 
mon fort. 

The  only  noxious  or  difgufting  animals  pf  the  reptile  or 
infedt  tribe,  arc  fea  fnakes,  three  feet  long,  with  black 
and  white  circles  alternately,  often  found  on  lhore ; fome 
fcorpions,  and  centipedes.  There  are  fine  green  guanoes,  a foot 
and  a half  long  ; another  brown  and  fpotted  lizard,  about  a 
foot  long;  and  two  other  fmall  forts.  Amongll  the  other  in- 
fedts  are fome  beautiful  moths;  butterflies;  very  large  fpiders; 
and  others;  making,  in  the  whole,  about  fifty  different  forts. 

The  fea  abounds  with  filh,  though  the  variety  is  lefs  than 
might  be  expedted.  .The  moll  frequent  forts  are  mullets; 

• J'cyare  J la  Nowell*  Guiniet  Tab.  CII. 
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feveral  forts  of  parrot-fifh;  filverfifh;  old  wives;  fome  beau- 
tifully fpotted  foies ; leather-jackets;  bonnetos ; and  albi- 
corcs;  befides  the  eels  mentioned  at  PalmerHonls  Illand ; 
fome  {harks ; rays ; pipc-filh ; a fort  of  pike  j and  fome 
curious  devil-fifli. 

The  many  reefs  and  fhoals  on  the  North  fide  of  the  ifland, 
afford  fhelter  for  an  endlefs  variety  of  lhell-fifh ; amongft 
which  are  many  that  arc  efteemed  precious  in  Europe.  Such 
as  the  true  hammer  oyfter  ; of  which,  however,  none  could 
be  obtained  entire ; a large  indentated  oyfter,  and  feveral 
others  5 but  none  of  the  common  fort;  panamas;  cones;  a 
fort  of  gigantic  cockle,  found  alfo  in  the  Eaft  Indies;  pearl 
fhell  oyfters;  and  many  others;  feveral  of  which,  I believe, 
have  been  hitherto  unknown  to  the  molt  diligent  inquirers 
after  that  branch  of  natural  hiftory.  There  are,  likewife, 
feveral  forts  of  fea  eggs;  and  many  very  fine  itar-filh  ; be- 
fides a confiderablc  variety  of  corals ; amongft  which  are 
two  red  forts ; the  one  molt  elegantly  branched,  the  other 
tubulous.  And  there  is  no  lefs  variety  amongft  the  crabs 
and  cray  fifti,  which  arc  very  numerous.  To  which  may  be 
added,  feveral  forts  of  fponge ; tl;e  fea  hare,  bolcthurix,  and 
the  like.” 
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CHAP.  IX. 


J1  grand  Solemnity,  called  Natch e,  in  Honour  of  the 
King's  Son,  performed. — Ihe  Procejffions  and  other  Ce- 
remonies, during  the  firjl  Day,  de/cribed. — 7 he  Man- 
ner of  paffng  the  Night  at  the  King's  Houfe. — Continu- 
ation of  the  Solemnity , the  next  Day. — ConjeElures  about 
the  Nature  of  it. — Departure  from  Tongataboo , and 
Arrrval  at  Eooa. — Account  of  that  If  and,  and  Tranf- 
aElions  there. 


,777.  T T 7 ^ were  now  ready  to  fail ; but  the  wind  being  Eafl- 
■ . VV  crly,  we  had  not  fufficient  day  light  to  turn  through 

Sunday  6.  ,he  narrows,  either  with  the  morning,  or  with  the  evening 
flood  ; the  one  falling  out  too  early,  and  the  other  too  late. 
So  that,  without  a leading  wind,  we  were  under  a neceffity 
of  waiting  two  or  three  days. 


I took  the  opportunity  of  this  delay,  to  be  prefent  at  a 
public  folcmnity,  to  which  the  king  had  invited  us,  when 
we  went  lad  to  vifit  him,  and  which,  he  had  informed  us, 
was  to  be  performed  on  the  8th.  With  a view  to  this,  be 
and  all  the  people  of  note,  quitted  our  neighbourhood  on 
Monday  7.  the  7th,  and  repaired  to  Mooa,  where  the  folcmnity  was  to 
TucHay  8.  be  exhibited.  A party  of  us  followed  them,  the  next  morn- 
ing. We  underftood,  from  what  Poulaho  had  faid  to  us, 
that  his  fon  and  heir  was  now  to  be  initiated  into  certain 
X privileges } 
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privileges;  amongfl  which  was,  that  of  eating  with  his  fa-  yjj- 
thcr ; an  honour  he  had  not,  as  yet,  been  admitted  to.  < — —■ 

We  arrived  at  Mooa  about  eight  o’clock,  and  found  the 
king,  with  a large  circle  of  attendants  fitting  before  him, 
within  an'inclofure  fo  fmall  and  dirty,  as  to  excite  my  won- 
der that  any  fuch  could  be  found  in  that  neighbourhood. 

They  were  intent  upon  their  ufual  morning  occupation,  in 
preparing  a bowl  of  luma.  As  this  was  no  liquor  for  us,  we 
walked  out  to  vifit  fome  of  our  friends,  and  to  obferve  what 
preparations  might  be  making  for  the  ceremony,  which  was 
foon  to  begin.  About  ten  o’clock,  the  people  began  to  aflemble, 
in  a large  area,  which  is  before  the  ma/aee,  or  great  houfe,  to 
which  we  had  been  conducted  the  firft  time  we  vifited  Mooa. 

At  the  end  of  a road,  that  opens  into  this  area,  flood  fome 
men  with  fpcars  and  clubs,  who  kept  conftantly  reciting,  or 
chanting,  fhort  fcntences,  in  a mournful  tone,  which  con- 
veyed fome  idea  of  diflrefs,  and  as  if  they  called  for  fome- 
thing.  This  was  continued  about  an  hour;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  many  people  came  down  the  road,  each  of  them 
bringing  a yam,  tied  to  the  middle  of  a pole,  which  they 
laid  down,  before  the  perfons  who  continued  repeating  the 
fentences.  While  this  was  going  on,  the  king  and  prince 
arrived,  and  fcated  thcmfclvcs  upon  the  area  ; and  we  were 
defired  to  fit  down  by  them,  but  to  pull  off  our  hats,  and 
to  untie  our  hair.  The  bearers  of  the  yams  being  all  come 
in,  each  pole  was  taken  up  between  two  men,  who  carried 
it  over  their  fhoulders.  After  forming  themfelves  into  com- 
panies, of  ten  or  twelve  perfons  each,  they  marched  acrofs 
the  place,  with  a quick  pace ; each  company,  headed  by  a 
man  bearing  a club  or  fpear,  and  guarded,  on  the  right,  by 
feveral  others,  armed  with  different  weapons.  A man  car- 
rying a living  pigeon  on  a perch,  clofed  the  rear  of  the 

Vol.  I.  X x proccllion. 
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proccffmn,  in  which  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  perfons 
J walked. 

Omai  was  defired  by  me,  to  afic  the  Chief,  to  what  place 
the  yams  were  to  be  thus  carried,  with  fo  much  i'olemnity  ? 
but,  as  he  feemed  unwilling  to  give  us  the  information  we 
wanted,  two  or  three  of  us  followed  the  proccffion,  contrary 
to  his  inclination.  We  found,  that  they  flopped  before  a moral 
or  futooka  * of  one  houfe  (landing  upon  a mount,  which  was 
hardly  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  place  where  they  fil'd 
affembled.  1 ere  we  obferved  them  depofiting  the  yams, 
and  making  them  up  into  bundles ; but  for  what  purpol'e, 
we  could  not  learn.  And,  as  our  prcfcnce  feemed  to  give 
them  uucafinefs,  we  left  them,  and  returned  to  Poulaho,  who 
told  us,  we  might  amufe  ourfelves  by  walking  about,  as  no- 
thing would  be  done  for  fbme  time.  The  fear  of  lofing  any 
part  of  the  ceremony,  prevented  our  being  long  abl'ent.  When 
we  returned  to  the  king,  he  defired  me  to  order  the  boat’s 
crew  not  to  flir  from  the  boat ; for,  as  every  thing  would,  very 
foon,  be  taboo,  if  any  of  our  people,  or  of  their  own,  (hould 
be  found  walking  about,  they  would  be  knocked  down 
with  clubs  i nay  tnatceJ,  that  is,  killed,  lie  alfo  acquainted 
us,  that  we  could  not  be  prefentat  the  ceremony;  but  that 
we  fliould  be  conducted  to  a place,  where  we  might  fee 
every  thing  that  pafled.  Objections  were  made  to  our 
drefs.  We  were  told,  that,  to  qualify  us  to  be  prefent,  it 
was  necefTary  that  we  fhould  be  naked  as  low  as  the  bread, 
with  our  hats  off,  and  our  hair  untied.  Omai  offered  to 
conform  to  thefe  requifites,  and  began  to  drip  ; other  objec- 
tions were  then  darted  ; fo  that  the  exclufion  was  given  to 
him  equally  with  ourfelves. 

* This  is  the  fiatnha  mentioned  above  by  Mr,  Andcrfon,  p.  321, 
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I did  not  much  like  this  reflriftion : and,  therefore,  dole  r- 
our,  to  fee  what  might  now  be  going  forward.  I found  v_— j 
very  few  people  ftirring,  except  thofe  drefled  to  attend  the 
ceremony  ; fome  of  whom  had  in  their  hands  final  1 poles, 
about  four  feet  long,  and  to  the  undcr-part  of  thel'e  were 
fattened  two  or  three  other  llicks,  not  bigger  than  one’s 
finger,  and  about  fix  inches  in  length.  Thefe  men  were 
going  toward  the  morai  juft  mentioned.  I took  the  fame 
road,  and  was,  fevcral  times,  flopped  by  them,  all  crying 
out  taboo.  However,  I went  forward,  without  much  regard- 
ing them,  till  I came  in  fight  of  the  moral,  and  of  the  people 
who  were  fitting  before  it.  I was  now  urged,  very  ftrongly, 
to  go  back ; and,  not  knowing  what  might  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  a refufal,  I complied.  I had  obferved,  that  the 
people,  who  carried  the  poles,  patted  this  moral,  or  what  I 
may,  as  well,  call  temple  ; and  guefiing,  from  this  circum- 
ftance,  that  fomething  was  tranfadling  beyond  it,  which 
might  be  worth  looking  at,  I had  thoughts  of  advancing, 
by  making  a round,  for  this  purpofe ; but  I was  fo  clofely 
watched  by  three  men,  that  I could  not  put  my  defign  in 
execution.  In  order  to  fhake  thefe  fellows  off,  I returned 
to  the  malaee,  where  I had  left  the  king,  and,  from  thence, 
made  an  elopement  a fecond  time ; but  I inftantly  met  with 
the  fame  three  men  ; fo  that  it  feemed,  as  if  they  had  been 
ordered  to  watch  my  motions.  I paid  no  regard  to  what 
they  laid  or  did,  till  1 came  within  fight  of  the  king's  prin- 
cipal Jiatooka  or  moral , which  I have  already  deferibed*.  before 
which  a great  number  of  men  were  fitting,  being  the  fame 
perfons  whom  1 had  juft  before  feen  pafs  by  the  other  moral, 
from  which  this  was  but  a little  diftanr.  Obfcrving,  that  I 
could  watch  the  proceedings  of  this  company  from  the 

* Sec  p.  313. 
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king’s  plantation,  I repaired  thither,  very  much  to  the  fa- 
tisfatflion  of  thofe  who  attended  me. 


As  foon  as  I got  in,  I acquainted  the  gentlemen  who  had 
come  with  me  from  the  fliips,  with  what  I had  feen ; 
and  we  took  a proper  ftation,  to  watch  the  refult.  The 
number  of  people,  at  the  fetooka,  continued  to  increafe  for 
fome  time  j and,  at  length,  wc  could  fee  them  quit  their  fit- 
ting poflurc,  and  march  ofT  in  proceflion.  They  walked  in 
pairs,  one  after  another,  every  pair  carrying,  between  them, 
one  of  the  fmall  poles  above-mentioned,  on  their  fhouldcrs. 
We  were  told,  that  the  fmall  pieces  of  flicks,  fattened  to  the 
poles,  were  yams ; fo  that,  probably,  they  were  meant  to 
reprefent  this  root  emblematically.  The  hind  mod  men  of 
each  couple,  for  the  moll  part,  placed  one  of  his  hands  to 
the  middle  of  the  pole,  as  if,  without  this  additional  fup- 
porr,  it  were  not  flrong  enough  to  carry  the  weight  that 
hung  to  it,  and  under  which  they  all  feemed  to  bend,  as 
they  walked.  This  proceflion  confided  of  one  hundred  and 
eight  pairs,  and  all,  or  moll  of  them,  men  of  rank.  They 
came  clofc  by  the  fence  behind  which  we  flood fo  that  wc 
had  a full  view  of  them. 

Having  waited  here,  till  they  had  all  palled,  we  then  re- 
paired to  Poulaho’s  houfe,  and  faw  him  going  out.  We 
could  not  be  allowed  to  follow  him  ; but  were,  forthwith, 
conduced  to  the  place  allotted  to  us,  which  was  behind  a 
fence,  adjoining  to  the  area  of  the  fiatooka  where  the  yams 
had  been  depofited  in  the  forenoon.  - As  we  were  not  the 
only  people  who  were  excluded  from  being  publicly  prefent 
at  this  ceremony,  but  allowed  to  peep  from  behind  the  cur- 
tain, wc  had  a good  deal  of  company  ; and  I obferved,  that 
all  the  other  inclofures,  round  the  place,  were  filled  with 
7 people. 
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people.  And,  yet,  all  imaginable  care  feemed  to  be  taken,  yjr- 

that  they  fhould  fee  as  little  as  poflible  ; for  the  fences  had  ' « — 

not  only  been  repaired  that  morning,  but,  in  many  places, 
raifed  higher  than  common;  fo  that  the  tailed  man  could 
not  look  over  them.  To  remedy  this  defedt  in  our  (lation, 
we  took  the  liberty  to  cut  holes  in  the  fence,  with  our 
knives ; and,  by  this  means,  we  could  fee,  pretty  diftintftly, 
every  thing  that  was  tranfadfing  on  the  other  fide. 

On  our  arrival  at  our  ftation,  we  found  two  or  three 
hundred  people,  fitting  on  the  grafs,  near  the  end  of  the 
road  that  opened  into  the  area  of  the  morar;  and  the  num- 
ber continually  increafed,  by  others  joining  them.  At  length, 
arrived  a few  men  carrying  fome  fmall  poles,  and  branches 
or  leaves  of  the  cocoa-nut  tree ; and,  upon  their  firft  ap- 
pearance, an  old  man  feated  himfelf  in  the  road,  and,  with 
his  face  toward  them,  pronounced  a long  oration  in  a feri- 
ous  tone.  He  then  retired  back,  and  the  others  advancing 
to  the  middle  of  the  area,  began  to  erect  a fmall  (hed ; em- 
ploying, for  that  purpofc,  the  materials  above-mentioned. 

When  they  had  finiflied  their  work,  they  all  fquatted  down, 
for  a moment,  before  it,  then  rofe  up,  and  retired  to  the  reft 
of  the  company.  Soon  after,  came  I’oulaho’s  fon,  preceded 
by  Four  or  live  men,  and  they  feated  themfelves  a little  afide 
from  the  (bed,  and  rather  behind  it.  After  them,  appeared 
twelve  or  fourteen  women  of  the  firft  rank,  walking  flowly 
in  pairs,  each  pair  carrying  between  them,  a narrow  piece 
of  white  cloth  extended,  about  two  or  three  yards  in  length. 

Thefe  marched  up  ttrihe  prince,  fquatted  down  before  him ; 
and,  having  wrapped  fome  of  the  pieces  of  the  cloth  they 
had  brought,  round  his  body,  they  rofe  up,  and  retired  in 
the  fame  order,  to  fome  diftancc  on  his  left,  and  there  feated 
themfelves.  Foulaho  himfelf  foon  made  his  appearance, 
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*777-  preceded  by  four  men,  who  walked  two  and  two  abread, 
I,  ... — i and  fat  down  on  his  fon's  left  hand,  about  twenty  paces 
from  him.  The  young  prince,  then,  quitting  his  firll  po- 
rtion, went  and  fat  down  under  the  fhed,  with  his  attend- 
ants ; and  a confiderable  number  more  placed  themfelves 
on  the  grafs,  before  this  royal  canopy.  The  prince  himfelf 
fat  facing  the  people,  with  his  back  to  the  morai.  This 
being  done,  three  companies,  of  ten  or  a dozen  men  in 
each,  darted  up  from  amongd  the  large  crowd,  a little  after 
each  other,  and  running  hadily  to  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
area,  fat  clown  for  a few  feconds ; after  which,  they  re- 
turned, in  the  fame  manner,  to  their  former  dations.  To 
them  fucceeded  two  men,  each  of  whom  held  a fmall 
green  branch  in  his  hand,  who  got  up  and  approached  the 
prince,  fitting  down,  for  a few  feconds,  three  diflerent 
times,  as  they  advanced;  and  then,  turning  their  backs,  re. 
tired  in  the  fame  manner,  inclining  their  branches  to  each 
other  as  they  fat.  In  a little  time,  two  more  repeated  this 
ceremony. 

Tire  grand  proccflSon,  which  I had  fecn  march  off  from 
the  other  morai,  now  began  to  come  in.  To  judge  of  the 
circuit  they  had  made,  from  the  time  they  had  been  abfent,  it 
mud  have  been  pretty'  large.  As  they  entered  the  area,  they 
marched  up  to  the  right  of  the  fhed,  and,  having  prodrated 
themfelves  on  the  grafs,  depofited  their  pretended  bur- 
thens (the  poles  above-mentioned),  and  faced  round  to  the 
prince.  They  then  rofe  up,  and  retired  in  the  fame  order, 
clofing  their  hands,  which  they  held  before  them,  with  the 
mod  ferious  afpetft,  and  feated  themfelves  along  the  front 
of  the  area.  During  all  the  time  that  this  numerous  band 
were  coming  in,  and  depofiting  their  poles,  three  men,  who 
fat  under  the  fhed,  with  the  prince,  continued  pronouncing 
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feparatc  fcntcnccs,  in  a melancholy  tone.  After  this,  a pro- 
found filcncc  cnfucd,  for  a little  time,  and  then  a man,  who 
fat  in  the  fiont  of  the  area,  began  an  oration  (or  prayer), 
during  which,  at  fcveral  different  times,  he  went  and  broke 
one  of  the  poles,  which  had  been  brought  in  by  thofe  who 
had  walked  in  procefTton.  When  he  had  ended,  the  people, 
fitting  before  the  filed,  feparated,  to  make  a lane,  through 
which  the  prince  and  his  attendants  palled,  and  the  affembly 
broke  up. 

Some  of  our  party,  fatisfied  with  what  they  had  already 
feen,  now  returned  to  the  fhips ; but  I,  and  two  or  three 
more  of  the  officers,  remained  at  Mooa,  to  fee  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  folcmnity,  which  was  not  to  be  till  the  next  day; 
being  ddirous  of  omitting  no  opportunity,  which  might 
afford  any  information  about  the  religious  or  the  political 
inflitutions  of  this  people.  The  fmall  flicks  or  poles,  which 
had  been  brought  into  the  area,  by  thofe  who  walked  in 
procefTton,  being  left  lying  on  the  ground,  after  the  crowd 
had  difpetfed,  I went  and  examined  them.  I found,  that  to 
the  middle  of  each,  two  or  three  fmall  flicks  were  tied,  as 
has  been  related.  Yet  we  had  been  repeatedly  told  by  the 
natives,  who  flood  near  us,  that  they  were  young  yams  ; 
infomuch  that  fome  of  ouf  gentlemen  believed  them,  ra- 
ther than  their  own  eyes.  As  I had  the  demonftration  of 
my  fenfes  to  fatisf’y  me,  that  they  were  not  real  yams,  it  is 
clear,  that  wc  ought  to  have  underflood  them,  that  they 
were  only  the  artificial  reprefentaiions  of  thefe  roots. 

Our  fupper  was  got  ready  about  feven  o’clock.  It  con- 
fided of  full  and  yams.  We  might  have  had  pork  alfo  ; but 
wc  did  nor  clioofe  to  kill  a large  hog,  which  the  king  had 
given  to  us  for  that  purpolc.  lie  flipped  with  us,  and  drank 
pretty  freely  of  brandy  and  water;  fo  that  he  went  to  bed 
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with  a fufficient  dofe.  We  paffed  the  night  in  the  fame 
’ houfe  with  him,  and  feveral  of  his  attendants. 

About  one  or  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  they  waked, 
and  converfed  for  about  an  hour,  and  then  went  to  Deep 
again.  All,  but  Poulaho  himfelf,  rofe  at  day-break,  and 
went,  I know  not  whither.  Soon  after,  a woman,  one  of 
thofe  who  generally  attended  upon  the  Chief,  came  in,  and 
inquired  where  he  was.  I pointed  him  out  to  her;  and 
flic  immediately  fat  down  by  him,  and  began  the  fame 
operation,  which  Mr.  Anderfon  had  fecn  pra&ifcd  upon 
Futtafaihe,  tapping  or  beating  gently,  with  her  clinched 
fills,  on  his  thighs.  This,  inllead  of  prolonging  his  flcep, 
as  was  intended,  had  the  contrary  effedl  5 however,  though 
he  awaked,  he  continued  to  lie  down. 

Omai,  and  I,  now  went  to  vifit  the  prince,  who  had  part- 
ed from  us  early  in  the  evening.  For  he  did  not  lodge  with 
the  king;  but  in  apartments  of  his  own,  or,  at  lcaft,  fuch 
as  had  been  allotted  to  him,  at  fomc  diftancc  from  his  fa- 
ther's houfe.  We  found  him  with  a circle  of  boys,  or 
youths,  about  his  own  age,  fitting  before  him ; and  an  old 
woman,  and  an  old  man,  who  feemed  to  have  the  care  of 
him,  fitting  behind.  There  were  others,  both  men  and 
women,  employed  about  their  neceffary  affairs,  jn  differ- 
ent departments ; who,  probably,  belonged  to  his  houle- 
hold. 

From  the  prince  we  returned  to  the  king.  By  this  time 
he  had  got  up,  and  had  a crowded  circle  before  him,  com- 
pofed  chiefly  of  old  men.  While  a large  bowl  of  kava  was 
preparing,  a baked  hog  and  yams,  fmoking  hot,  were 
brought  in ; the  greateft  part  of  which  fell  to  our  fhare, 
and  was  very  acceptable  to  the  boat’s  crew : for  thefe  people 
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cat  very  little  in  a morning;  cfpccially  the  kava  drinkers.  yjo- 
I afterward  walked  our,  and  vilited  fcvcral  other  Chiefs;  \ — -v— 
and  found,  that  all  of  them  were  taking  their  morning 
draught,  or  had  already  taken  it.  Returning  to  the  king,  I 
found  him  allcep  in  a fmall  retired  hut,  with  two  women 
tapping  on  his  breech.  About  eleven  o’clock  lie  arofc  again  ; 
and  then  fomc  fifli  and  yams,  which  tailed  as  if  they  had 
been  Hewed  in  cocoa-nut  milk,  were  brought  to  him.  Of 
thefe  he  eat  a large  portion,  and  lay  down  once  more  to 
Ilccp.  I now  left  him,  and  carried  to  the  prince  a prefent  of 
cloth,  beads,  and  other  articles,  which  I had  brought  with 
me  from  the  fliip  for  the  purpofe.  There  was  a fufficient 
quantity  of  cloth  to  make  him  a complete  fuit  ; and  he 
was  immediately  decked  out  with  it.  Proud  of  his  drefs, 
he  firfl  went  to  fltcw  himfclf  to  his  father ; and  then  con- 
ducted me  to  his  mother ; with  whom  were  about  ten  or  a 
dozen  other  women  of  a rcfpedtablc  appearance.  Here  the 
prince  changed  his  apparel,  and  made  me  a prefent  of  two 
pieces  of  the  cloth  manufactured  in  the  iiland.  By  this  time, 
it  was  palt  noon,  when,  by  appointment,  I repaired  to  the 
palace  to  dinner.  Several  of  our  gentlemen  had  returned, 
this  morning,  from  the  fhips ; and  we  were  all  invited  to 
the  fealt,  which  was  prcfently  ferved  up,  and  confilted  of 
two  pigs  and  yams.  I roufed  the  drowfy  monarch,  to 
partake  of  what  he  had  provided  for  our  entertainment. 

In  the  mean  time,  two  mullets,  and  fomc  fliell-filh,  were 
brought  to  him,  as  I fuppofed,  for  his  feparate  portion.  But 
he  joined  it  to  our  fare,  fat  down  with  us,  and  made  a 
hearty  meal. 

When  dinner  was  over,  wc  were  told  that  the  cere- 
mony would  foon  begin  ; and  were  llrisllly  enjoined  not  to 
walk  out.  I had  rcfolvcd,  however,  to  peep  no  longer 
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'ju7i)‘  ^rom  behind  the  curtain,  but  to  mix  with  the  adors  them- 
-v- — » fclves,  if  pollible.  With  this  view,  I dole  out  from  the 
plantation,  and  walked  toward  the  moral,  the  feene  of  the 
folcmnity.  I was,  feveral  times,  defired  to  go  back,  by 
people  whom  I met ; but  I paid  no  regard  to  them  j and  they 
fuffered  me  to  pafs  on.  When  I arrived  at  the  moral,  I found 
a number  of  men  feared  on  the  fide  of  the  area,  on  each 
fide  of  the  road  that  leads  up  to  it.  A few  were  fitting  on 
the  oppolite  fide  of  the  area;  and  two  men  in  the  middle  of 
it,  with  their  faces  turned  to  the  moral.  When  I got  into 
the  midll  of  the  firft  company,  I was  defired  to  fit  down ; 
which  I accordingly  did.  Where  I fat,  there  were  lying  a 
number  of  fmall  bundles  or  parcels,  compofcd  of  cocoa-nut 
leaves,  and  tied  to  flicks  made  into  the  form  of  hand- 
barrows.  All  the  information  I could  get  about  them  was, 
that  they  were  taboo.  Our  number  kept  continually  in- 
creafing;  every  one  coming  from  the  fame  quarter.  From 
time  to  time,  one  or  another  of  the  company  turned  himfclf 
to  tliofe  who  were  coming  to  join  us,  and  made  a fhort 
fpeech  ; in  which  I could  remark  that  the  word  arekee,  that 
is  King,  was  generally  mentioned.  One  man  faid  fome- 
thing  that  produced  burfts  of  hearty  laughter  from  all  the 
crowd ; others,  of  the  fpeakers,  met  with  public  applaufe. 
1 was,  feveral  times,  defired  to  leave  the  place  ; and,  at  lafl, 
when  they  found  that  I would  not  ftir,  after  fomc  feeming 
confultation,  they  applied  to  me  to  uncover  my  fhoulder3 
as  theirs  were.  With  this  requeft  I complied ; and  then  they 
feemed  to  be  no  longer  uneafy  at  my  prefence. 

I fat  a full  hour,  without  any  thing  more  going  forward, 
befide  what  I have  mentioned.  At  length  the  prince,  the 
women,  and  the  king,  all  came  in,  as  they  had  done  the 
day  before.  The  prince,  being  placed  under  the  flied,  after 
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his  father’s  arrival,  two  men,  each  carrying  a piece  of  mat,  *jW’ 

came, repeating fomething  ferioufly,  and  put  them  about  him.  < . 

The  afiembled  people  now  began  their  operations;  and  firft, 
three  companies  ran  backward  and  forward  acrofs  the  area,  as 
deferibed  in  the  account  of  the  proceedingsof  the  former  day. 

Soon  after,  the  two  men,  who  fat  in  the  middle  of  the  area, 
made  a fliort  fpcech  or  prayer ; and  then  the  whole  body, 
amongtl  whom  I had  my  place,  darted  up,  and  ran  and 
feated  fhemfelves  before  the  fired  under  which  the  prince, 
and  three  or  four  men,  were  fitting.  I was  now  partly  under 
the  management  of  one  of  the  company',  who  feemed  very 
afiiduous  to  ferve  me.  By  his  means,  I was  placed  in  fuch 
a lituation,  that,  if  I had  been  allowed  to  make  ufe  of  my 
eyes,'  nothing  that  palled  could  have  efcaped  me.  But  it 
was  neccflary  to  fit  with  down-call  looks,  and  demure  as 
maids. 

Soon  after,  the  procelfion  came  in,  as  on  the  day  before; 
each  two  perfons  bearing  on  their  fliouldcrs  a pole,  round 
the  middle  of  which,  a cocoa-nut  leaf  was  plaited.  Thcfe 
were  depofited  with  ceremonies  fimilar  to  thofe  obferved 
on  the  preceding  day.  This  firft  proceflion  was  followed  ’ 
by  a fecond ; the  men  compoling  which,  brought  balkets, 
fuch  as  are  ufualiy  employed  by  this  people  to  carry  pro- 
vifions  in,  and  made  of  palm  leaves.  Thcfe  were  followed 
by'  a third  proceflion,  in  which  were  brought  different  kinds 
of  fmall  filh  ; each  fixed  at  the  end  of  a forked  flick.  The 
balkets  were  carried  up  to  an  old  man,  whom  I took  to  be 
the  Chief  Priefl,  and  who  fat  on  the  prince’s  right-hand, 
without  the  filed.  He  held  each  in  his  hand,  while  he  made  a 
fhort  fpecch  or  prayer ; then  laid  it  down,  and  called  for 
another,  repeating  the  fame  words  as  before  ; and  thus  he 
went  through  the  whole  number  of  balkets.  The  filh  were 
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•J7 > prefented,  one  by  one,  on  the  forked  flicks,  as  they  came 

i — j in,  to  two  men,  who  fat  on  the  left ; and  who,  till  now, 
held  green  branches  in  their  hands.  The  firft  filh  they 
laid  down  on  their  right,  and  the  fccond  on  their  left.  When 
the  third  was  prefented,  a flout  looking  man,  who  fat  be- 
hind the  other  two,  reached  his  arm  over  between  them, 
and  made  a fnatch  at  it ; as  alfo  did  the  other  two,  at  the 
very  fame  time.  Thus  they  feemed  to  contend  for  every 
fifli  that  was  prefented ; but  as  there  were  two  hands  againft 
one,  bcfidcs  the  advantage  of  fituation,  the  man  behind  got 
nothing  but  pieces  j for  he  never  quittc.d  his  hold,  till  the 
fifli  was  torn  out  of  his  hand ; and  what  little  remained  in 
it,  he  fhook  out  behind  him.  The  others  laid  what  they 
got,  on  the  right  and  left  alternately.  At  length,  either  by 
accident  or  defign,  the  man  behind  got  po Hellion  of  a whole 
fifh,  without  either  of  the  other  two  fo  much  as  touching 
it.  At  this,  the  word  marecai,  which  flgnifies  very  good,  or 
'well  done,  was  uttered  in  a low  voice  throughout  the  whole 
crowd.  It  feemed,  that  he  had  performed  now  all  that  was 
expe&ed  from  him ; for  he  made  no  attempt  upon  the 
few  fifli  that  came  after.  Thefe  fifli,  as  alfo  the  balkets, 
were  all  delivered,  by  the  perfons  who  brought  them  in, 
fitting ; and,  in  the  fame  order  and  manner,  the  fmall 
poles,  which  the  firft  proccflion  carried,  had  been  laid  upon 
the  ground. 

The  lad  proceflion  being  clofed,  there  was  fomc  fpeak- 
ing  or  praying,  by  different  perfons.  Then,  on  fome  fignal 
• being  given,  we  ail  ftarted  up,  ran  feveral  paces  to  the  left, 
and  fat  down  with  our  backs  to  the  prince,  and  the  few 
who  remained  with  him.  I was  defired  not  to  look  behind 
me.  However,  neither  this  injunction,  nor  the  remem- 
brance of  Lot’s  wife,  difeouraged  me  from  facing  about. 

5 I now 
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I now  faw  that  the  prince  had  turned  his  face  to  the  moral. 

July. 

But  this  lad  movement  had  brought  fo  many  people  be-  > — . — -» 
tween  him  and  me,  that  I could  not  perceive  what  was 
doing.  I was  afterward  allured,  that,  at  this  very  time,  the 
prince  was  admitted  to  the  high  honour  of  eating  with  his 
father ; which,  till  now,  had  never  been  permitted  to  him ; 
a piece  of  roallcd  yam  being  prefented  to  each  of  them  for 
this  purpofe.  This  was  the  more  probable,  as  we  had  been 
told,  before-hand,  that  this  was  to  happen  during  the  fo- 
lemnity ; and  as  all  the  people  turned  their  backs  to  them, 
at  this  time,  which  they  always  do  when  their  monarch 
eats. 

After  fome  little  time,  we  all  faced  about,  and  formed  a 
fcmicircle  before  the  prince,  leaving  a large  open  fpace  be- 
tween us.  Prcfcntly  there  appeared  fome  men  coming  to- 
ward us,  two  and  two,  bearing  large  flicks,  or  poles,  upon 
their  fhouldcrs,  making  a noife  that  might  be  called  ling- 
ing,  and  waving  their  hands  as  they  advanced.  When  they 
had  got  clofe  up  to  us,  they  made  a fhew  of  walking  very 
fad,  without  proceeding  a Angle  ftep.  Immediately  after, 
three  or  four  men  flarted  up  from  the  crowd,  with  large 
flicks  in  their  hands,  who  ran  toward  thole  new-comers. 

The  latter  inflantly  threw  down  the  poles  from  their  fhoul- 
dcrs, and  fcampered  oil";  and  the  others  attacked  the  poles  ; 
and,  having  beat  them  mod  unmercifully,  returned  to  their 
places.  As  the  pole-bearers  ran  off,  they  gave  the  challenge 
that  is  ufual  here  in  wredling ; and,  not  long  after,  a num- 
ber of  flout  fellows  came  from  the  fame  quarter,  repeating 
the  challenge  as  they  advanced.  Thefe  were  oppofed  by  a 
party,  who  came  from  the  oppofne  fide  almod  at  the  fame 
inflant.  The  two  parties  paraded  about  the  area  for  a 
few  minutes,  and  then  retired,  each  to  their  own  fide.  After 

this. 


Digitized  by  Google 


550 


f 


A TOY  AG  E TO 


'Jay  t^1's’  ^‘crc  were  wreflling  and  boxing-matches  for  about 
— ^ — » half  an  hour.  Then  two  men  feated  themfelvcs  before  tlic 
prince,  and  made  fpeeches,  addreffed,  as  1 thought,  entirely 
to  him.  With  this  the  folemnity  ended,  and  the  whole  af- 
fctnbly  broke  up. 

I now  went  and  examined  the  feveral  bafkets  which  had 
been  prefented ; a curiofity  that  I was  not  allowed  before  to 
indulge ; becaufe  every  thing  was  then  taboo.  But  the  fo- 
Icmnity  being  now  over,  they  became,  limply,  what  I found 
them  to  be,  empty  bafkets.  So  that,  whatever  they  were 
fuppofed  to' contain,  was  emblematically  reprefented.  And 
fo,  indeed,  was  every  other  thing  which  had  been  brought 
in  procdlion,  except  the  fifli. 

We  endeavoured,  in  vain,  to  find  out  the  meaning,  not 
only  of  the  ceremony  in  general,  Vhich  is  called  Natchc,  but 
of  its  different  parts.  We  feldom  got  any  other  anfwer  to 
our  inquiries,  but  taboo ; a word,  which,  I have  before  ob- 
ferved,  is  applied  to  many  other  things.  But,  as  the  prince 
was,  evidently,  the  principal  perfon  concerned  in  it ; and 
as  we  had  been  told  by  the  king,  ten  days  before  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Nntche,  that  the  people  would  bring  in  yams 
for  him  and  his  fon  to  cat  together;  and  as  he  even  de- 
feribed  fome  part  of  the  ceremony,  we  concluded,  from 
what  he  had  then  faid,  and  from  what  we  now  faw,  that 
an  oath  of  allegiance,  if  I may  fo  exprefs  myfelf,  or  folemn 
promife,  was,  on  this  occafion,  made  to  the  prince,  as  the 
immediate  fucccflbr  to  the  regal  dignity,  to  Hand  by  him, 
and  to  furnifh  him  with  the  feveral  articles  that  were  here  em- 
blematically reprefented.  This  feems  the  more  probable,  as 
all  the  principal  people  of  the  ifland,  whom  we  had  ever  feen, 
afllfted  in  the  proceflions.  But,  be  this  as  it  may,  the  whole 
6 ’ was 
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was  conduced  with  a great  deal  of  myfterious  folcmnity  ; w* 

and,  that  there  was  a mixture  of  religion  in  the  inllitution,  < J— 

was  evident,  not  only  from  the  place  where  it  was  per- 
formed, but  from  the  manner  of  performing  it.  Our  drcfs 
and  deportment  had  never  been  called  inqueftion,  upon  any 
former  occalion  whatever.  Now.  it  was  expected  that  we 
fliould  be  uncovered  as  low  as  the  waift ; that  our  hair 
fhould  be  loofe,  and  flowing  over  our  Ihoulders ; that  we 
fliould,  like  themfelvcs,  fit  crofs-legged  ; and,  at  times,  in 
the  mod  humble  poflurc,  with  down-caft  eyes,  and  hands 
locked  together;  all  which  requifites  were  moll  devoutly 
obferved  by  the  whole  aflembly.  And,  laftly,  every  one 
was  excluded  from  the  folcmnity,  but  the  principal  people, 
and  thofc  who  aflifted  in  the  celebration,  All  thefc  circttni- 
fiances  were  to  me  a fufljcicnt  tcllimony,  that,  upon  this 
occafion,  they  confidcrcd  themfelvcs  as  afting  under  the 
immediate  infpc&ion  of  a Supreme  Being. 

The  prefent  Natch.’  may  be  confidcrcd,  from  the  above  ac- 
count of  it,  as  merely  figurative.  For  the  fmall  quantity  of 
yams,  which  we  faw  the  firll  day,  could  not  be  intended  as 
a general  contribution  ; and,  indeed,  wc  were  given  to  un- 
derftand,  that  they  were  a portion  confecratcd  to  the  Otooa, 
or  Divinity.  But  we  were  informed,  that,  in  about  three 
months,  there  would  be  performed,  on  the  fame  account, 
a far  more  important  and  grander  folemnity  -,  on  which  oc- 
cafion, not  only  the  tribute  of  Tongaraboo,  but  that  of  Ha- 
paee,  Vavaoo,  and  of  all  the  other  iflands,  would  be  brought 
to  the  Chief,  and  confirmed  move  awfully,  by  facrificing 
ten  human  vi&iins  from  amongfl  the  inferior  fort  of  people. 

A horrid  folemnity  indeed  ! and  which  is  a moll  fignificant 
inliance  of  the  influence  of  gloomy  and  ignorant  fupcrlli- 
tion,  over  the  minds  of  one  of  the  moll  benevolent  and  hu- 
mane 
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mane  nations  upon  earth.  On  inquiring  into  the  reafons 
of  fo  barbarous  a practice,  they  only  faid,  that  it  was  a ne- 
ccflary  part  of  the  Nate  be ; and  that,  if  they  omitted  it,  the 
Deity  would  certainly  deflroy  their  king. 

Before  the  afiembly  broke  up,  the  day  was  far  fpent ; and 
as  we  were  at  fomc  distance  from  the  (hips,  and  had  an  in- 
tricate navigation  to  go  through,  we  were  in  hade  to  fet  out 
from  Mooa.  When  I took  leave  of  Poulaho,  he  prefled  me 
much  to  flay  till  the  next  day,  to  be  prclcnt  at  a funeral  ce- 
remony. The  wife  of  Mareewagee,  who  was  mother  in-law 
to  the  king,  had  lately  died  ; and  her  corpfe  had,  on  account 
of  the  Naicbe,  been  carried  on  board  a canoe  that  lay  in 
the  lagoon.  Poulaho  told  me,  that,  as  foon  as  he  had  paid  the 
laft  ofliccs  to  her,  he  would  attend  me  to  Eooa ; but,  if  I did 
not  wait,  that  he  would  follow  me  thither.  I underftood, 
at  'the  fame  time,  that,  if,  it  had  not  been  for  the  death  of 
this  woman,  molt  of  the  Chiefs  would  have  accompanied  tis 
to  that  ifland ; where,  it  feems,  all  of  them  have  pofleflions. 
I would  gladly  have  waited  to  fee  this  ceremony  all'o,  had 
not  the  tide  been  now  favourable  for  the  fhips  to  get 
through  the  narrows.  The  wind,  bcfidcs,  which,  for  fc- 
vcral  days  pad,  had  been  very  boillcrous,  was  now  mode- 
rate and  fettled ; and  to  have  loft  this  opportunity,  might 
have  detained  us  a fortnight  longer.  But  what  was  dc- 
cilive  againil  my  waiting,  we  underflood  that  the  funeral 
ceremonies  would  laft  five  days,  which  was  too  long  a time, 
as  the  fhips  lay  in  fuch  a littiation,  that  I cotdd  not  get  to 
fea  at  pleafurc.  I,  however,  allured  the  king,  that,  if  we 
did  not  fail,  I fhould  certainly  vift  him  again  the  next  day. 
And  fo  vve  all  took  leave  of  him,  and  fet  out  for  the  fhips, 
where  we  arrived  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

I had 
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I had  forgot  to  mention,  that  Omai  was  prcfent  at  this  fe- 
cond  day's  ceremony,  as  well  as  ntyfelf;  but  we  were  not 
together ; nor  did  I know  that  he  was  there,  till  it  was  al- 
moft  over.  He  afterward  told  me,  that,  as  loon  as  the 
king  faw  that  1 had  ftolcn  out  from  the  plantation,  lie  fent 
feveral  people,  one  after  another,  to  delire  me  to  come  back. 
Probably,  thefe  meflengers  were  not  admitted  to  the  place 
where  I was  j for  1 faw  nothing  of  them.  At  lad,  intelli- 
gence was  brought  to  the  Chief,  that  I had  aftuai-ly  drip- 
ped, in  conformity  to  their  cuftora  ; and  then  he  told  Omai, 
that  he  might  be  prcfent  alfo,  if  he  would  comply  with  all 
the  neceflary  forms.  Omai  had  no  objection,  as  nothing 
was  required  of  him,  but  to  conform  to  the  cultom  of  his 
own  country.  Accordingly,  he  was  fumiOicd  with  a proper 
drefs,  and  appeared  at  the  ceremony  as  one  of  the  natives. 
It  is  likely,  that  one  rcafon  of  our  being  excluded  at  firfl, 
was  an  apprehenfion,  that  we  would  not  fubmit  to  the  rc- 
quiiitcs  to  qualify  us  to  aflift. 

While  I was  attending  the  h'atchc  at  Mooa,  I ordered  the 
'horfes,  bull  and  cow,  and  goats,  to  be  brought  thither ; 
thinking  that  they  would  be  fafer  there,  under  the  eyes  of 
ihe  Chiefs,  than  at  a place  that  would  be,  in  a manner,  de- 
ferted,  the  moment  after  our  departure.  Befides  the  above- 
mentioned  animals,  we  left,  with  our  friends  here,  a young 
boar,  and  three  young  fows,  of  the  Englilh  breed.  They 
were  exceedingly  dclirous  of  them,  judging,  no  doubt,  that 
they  would  greatly  improve  their  own  breed,  which  is  ra- 
ther fmall.  Feenou  alfo  got  from  us  two  rabbits,  a buck 
and  a doe  ; and,  before  we  failed,  wc  were  told,  that  young 
ones  bad  been  already  produced.  If  the  cattle  fuccccd,  of 
which  I make  no  doubt,  it  will  be  a vad  acquifition  to  thefe 
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iflands ; and,  as  Tongataboo  is  a fine  level  country,  the 
horfes  cannot  but  be  ufcful. 

On  the  ioth,  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning,  we  weighed 
anchor,  and,  with  a fieady  gale  at  South  F.aft,  turned 
through  the  channel,  between  the  fmall  illcs  called  Makka- 
haa  and  Monooafai ; it  being  much  wider  than  the  channel 
between  the  laft  mentioned  ifiand  and  Pangimodoo.  The 
flood  fet  ftrong  in  our  favour,  till  we  were  the  length  of  the 
channel  leading  up  to  the  lagoon,  where  the  flood  from  the 
Eaftward  meets  that  from  the  Weft.  This,  together  with 
the  indraught  of  the  lagoon , and  of  the  flioals  before  it, 
caufeth  ftrong  riplings  and  whirlpools.  To  add  to  thefe 
dangers,  the  depth  of  water  in  the  channel  exceeds  the 
length  of  a cable ; fo  that  there  is  no  anchorage,  except 
clofe  to  the  rocks,  where  we  meet  with  forty  and  forty-five 
fathoms,  over  a bottom  of  dark  fand.  But  then,  here,  a 
fhip  would  be  expofed  to  the  whirlpools.  This  fruftrated 
the  defign  which  1 had  formed,  of  coming  to  an  anchor,  as 
foon  as  we  were  through  the  narrows,  and  of  making  an 
, excurfion  to  fee  the  funeral.  I chofe  rather  to  lofe  that  ce- 
remony, than  to  leave  the  fhips  in  a fituation,  in  which  1 
did  not  think  them  fafe.  We  continued  to  ply  to  windward, 
between  the  two  tides,  without  either  gaining  or  lofing  an 
inch,  till  near  high  water,  when,  by  a favourable  flant,  we 
got  into  the  Eaftern  tide’s  influence.  We  expedted,  there,  to 
find  the  ebb  to  run  ftrong  to  the  Eaftward  in  our  favour; 
but  it  proved  fo  inconfiderable,  that,  at  any  other  time,  it 
would  not  have  been  noticed.  This  informed  us,  that  moll 
of  the  water,  which  flows  into  the  lagoon , comes  from  the 
North  Weft,  and  returns  the  fame  way.  About  five  in  the 
afternoon,  finding  that  we  could  not  get  to  fea  before  it  was 
4 dark, 
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dark,  I came  to  an  anchor,  under  the  Ihorc  of  Tongataboo,  ’777- 
in  forty-five  fathoms  water ; and  about  two  cables  length  t — , — -> 
from  the  reef,  that  runs  along  that  fide  of  the  ifland.  The 
Difcovery  dropped  anchor  under  our  ftern  ; but  before  the 
anchor  took  hold,  fhe  drove  off  the  bank,  and  did  not  re- 
cover it  till  after  midnight. 

We  remained  at  this  Ration,  till  eleven  o’clock,  the  next  Frid*y  «»• 
day,  when  we  weighed,  and  plyed  to  the  Eallward.  But  it 
was  ten  at  night,  before  we  weathered  the  Eaft  end  of  the 
illand,  and  were  enabled  to  ftretch  away  for  Middleburg,  or 
Eooa  (as  it  is  called  by  the  inhabitants),  where  wc  anchored, 
at  eight  o’clock,  the  next  morning,  in  forty  fathoms  water,  S»turd,yj«. 
over  a bottom  of  fand,  interfperfed  with  coral  rocks ; the 
extremes  of  the  ifland  extending,  from  North,  40*  Eaft,  to 
South,  220  Weft ; the  high  land  of  Eooa,  South,  45s  Eaft ; 
and  Tongataboo,  from  North,  70*  Weft,  to  North,  19*  Weft; 
diftant  about  half  a mile  from  the  fhore  ; being  nearly  the 
fame  place  where  I had  my  ftation  in  1773,  and  then  named 
by  me,  Engli/b  Road. 

We  had  no  fooncr  anchored,  than  Taoofa  the  Chief,  and 
fevcral  other  natives,  vilited  us  on  board,  and  feemed  to  re- 
joice much  at  our  arrival.  This  Taoofa  * had  been  my  Taya, 
when  I was  here,  during  my  laft  voyage  ; confcquently,  wc 
were  not  ftrangers  to  each  other.  In  a little  time,  I went 
afhore  with  him,  in  fearch  of  frelh  water ; the  procuring 
of  which,  was  the  chief  objeft  that  brought  me  to  Eooa.  I 
had  been  told,  at  Tongataboo,  that  there  was  here  a flream, 
running  from  the  hills  into  the  fea ; but  this  was  not  the 
cafe  now.  1 was  firft  conducted  to  a brackifh  fpring,  be- 
tween low  and  high  water  mark,  amongft  rocks,  in  the 

• In  the  account  of  Captain  Cook’s  former  voyage,  he  calls  the  only  Chief  he 
then  met  with,  at  this  place,  Tioonj.  Sec  Vol.  i.  p.  192. 
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cove  where  we  landed,  and  where  no  one  would  ever  have 
thought  of  looking  for  what  we  wanted.  However,  I be> 
lieve,  the  water  of  this  fpring  might  be  good,  were  it  pof- 
fihle  to  take  it  up,  before  the  tide  mixes  with  it.  Finding 
that  we  did  not  like  this,  our  friends  took  us  a little  way 
into  the  ifland ; where,  in  a deep  chafm,  we  found  Very 
good  water;  which,  at  the  expencc  of  fomc  time  and 
trouble,  might  be  conveyed  down  to  the  fhorc,  by  means  of 
lpouts  or  troughs,  that  could  be  made  with  plantain  leaves,, 
and  the  (lent  of  the  tree.  But,  rather  than  to  undertake 
that  tedious  tafk,  I retolved  to  reft  contented  with  the  fupply 
the  (hips  had  got  at  Tongataboo. 

Before  I returned  on  board,  1 fet  on  foot  a trade  for  hogs 
and  yams.  Of  the  former,  we  could  procure  but  few ; bur, 
of  the  latter,  plenty.  I put  alhore,  at  this  ifland,  the  ram 
and  two  ewes,  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  breed  of  fheep ; 
intruding  them  to  the  care  of  Taoofa,  who  feemed  proud 
of  his  charge.  It  was  fortunate,  perhaps,  that  Marccwa* 
gee,  to  whom  I had  given  them,  as  before-mentioned, 
flighted  the  prefent.  Eooa,  not  having,  as  yet,  got  any  dogs 
upon  it,  feems  to  be  a properer  place  than  Tongataboo  for 
the  rearing  of  fheep. 

As  we  lay  at  anchor,  this  ifland  bore  a very  different 
afpecT  from  any  we  had  lately  fecri,  and  formed  a molt 
beautiful  landfcape.  It  is  higher  than  any  we  had  paffed, 
lince  leaving  New  Zealand  (as  Kao  may  juftly  he  reckoned 
an  immenfc  rock),  and  from  its  top,  which  is  almoft  flat, 
declines  very  gently  toward  the  lea.  As  the  other  ifles,  of. 
this  duller,  are  level,  the  eye  can  difeover  nothing  but  the 
trees  that  cover  them  ; hut  here  the  land,  riflng  gently  up- 
ward, prefents  us  with  an  extenfive  profpeft,  where  groves 
of  trees  are  only  interfperfed  at  irregular  diftanccs,  in 
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beautiful  dilbrdcr,  and  the  reft  covered  with  grafs.  Near  '7J7. 
the  fhore,  again,  it  is  quite  Ihaded  with  various  trees,  ' — «— > 
araongft  which  are  the  habitations  of  the  natives ; and  to 
the  right  of  our  ftation,  was  one  of  the  mod  extenfive  groves 
of  cocoa-palms  we  had  ever  fecn. 

The  13th,  in  the  afternoon,  a party  of  us  made  an  excur-  Sunday  13- 
Con  to  the  higheft  part  of  the  itland,  which  was  a little  to 
the  right  of  our  (hips,  in  order  to  have  a full  view  of  the 
country.  About  half  way  up,  we  crofted  a deep  valley,  the 
bottom  and  fides  of  which,  though  compofcd  of  hardly  any 
thing  but  coral  rock,  were  clothed  with  trees.  V/c  were 
now  about  two  or  three  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
fea,  and  yet,  even  here,  the  coral  was  perforated  into  all  the 
holes  and  inequalities,  which  ufually  diverfify  the  furface 
of  this  fubftance  within  the  reach  of  the  tide.  Indeed,  we 
found  the  fame  coral,  till  we  began  to  approach  the  lum- 
mits  of  the  higheft  hills ; and,  it  was  remarkable,  that 
thefe  were  chiefly  compofcd  of  a yellowilh,  fofr,  fandy 
Hone.  The  foil,  there,  is,  in  general,  a reddilh  clay  ; which,, 
in  many  places,  feemed  to  be  very  deep.  On  the  moft  ele- 
vated part  of  the  whole  illand,  we  found  a round  platform, 
or  mount  of  earth,  fupported  by  a wall  of  coral  Hones ; to 
bring  which,  to  fuch  a height,  mull  have  coft  much  labour. 

Our  guides  told  us,  that  this  mount  had  been  ereefted  by 
order  of  their  Chiefs  and  that  they,  fometimes,  met  there- 
to drink  iava.  They  called  it  Eichcc ; by  which  name,  an. 
erection,  which  we  had  fecn  at  Tongataboo,  as  already 
mentioned,  was  diftinguiflied.  Not  many  paces  from  it, 
was  a fpring  of  excellent  water;  and,  about  a mile  lower 
down,  a running  ftream,  which,  we  were  told,  found  its 
way  to  the,  fea,  when  the  rains  were  copious.  We  alfo  met 
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j7u7iy’  watcr>  in  many  little  holes ; and,  no  doubt,  great 

— — • plenty  might  be  found,  by  digging. 

From  the  elevation,  to  which  we  had  afeended,  we  had  a 
-full  view  of  the  whole  ifland,  except  a part  of  the  South 
point.  The  South  Eaft  fide,  from  which  the  liigheft  hills,  we 
were  now  upon,  are  not  far  difiant,  rifes  with  very  great  in- 
equalities, immediately  from  the  fca;  fo  that  the  plains  and 
meadows,  of  which  there  arc  here  fome  of  great  extent,  lie 
all  on  the  North  Weft  fide  ; and,  as  they  are  adorned  with 
tufts  of  trees,  intermixed  with  plantations,  they  form  a very 
beautiful  landfcape,  in  every  point  of  view.  While  I was 
furveying  this  delightful  profped,  1 could  not  help  flatter- 
ing myfelf  with  the  pleafing  idea,  that  fome  future  naviga- 
tor may,  from  the  fame  ftation,  behold  thefe  meadows 
flocked  with  cattle,  brought  to  thefe  idands  by  the  (hips  of 
England ; and  that  the  completion  of  this  Angle  benevolent 
purpofe,  independently  of  all  other  confiderations,  would  fuf- 
ficiently  mark  to  poftcrity,  that  our  voyages  had  not  been 
ufelefs  to  the  general  interefts  of  humanity.  Bcfides  the 
plants  common  on  the  other  neighbouring  iflands,  we 
found,  on  the  height,  a fpecics  of  acrojlicum,  melajloma,  and 
fern  tree ; with  a few  other  ferns  and  plants,  not  common 
lower  down. 

Our  guides  informed  us,  that  all,  or  moft  of  the  land,  on 
this  ifland,  belonged  to  the  great  Chiefs  of  Tongataboo; 
and  that  the  inhabitants  were  only  tenants,  or  vaffals,  to 
them.  Indeed,  this  feemed  to  be  the  cafe  at  all  the  other 
neighbouring  ifles,  except  Annamooka,  where  there  were 
fome  Chiefs,  who  Teemed  to  ad  with  fome  kind  of  inde- 
pendence. Oraai,  who  was  a great  favourite  with  Fcenou, 
and  thefe  people  in  general,  was  tempted  with  the  offer  of 
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being  made  Chief  of  this  ifland,  if  he  would  have  (laid 
amongft  them  ; and  it  is  not  clear  to  me,  that  he  would 
not  have  been  glad  to  (lay,  if  the  fcheme  had  met  with  my 
approbation.  I own,  I did  difapprove  of  it ; but  not  becaufe 
I thought  that  Omai  would  do  better  fox  himfelf  in  his  own 
native  ifle. 

On  returning  from  my  country  expedition,  wc  were  in- 
formed that  a party  of  the  natives  had,  in  the  circle  where 
our  people  traded,  ftruck  one  of  their  own  countrymen 
with  a club,  which  laid  bare,  or,  as  others  faid,  fraff tired 
his  fkull,  and  then  broke  his  thigh  with  the  fame  ; when 
our  men  interpofed.  He  had  no  figns  of  life,  when  carried 
to  a neighbouring  houfe  ; but  afterward  recovered  a little. 

On  my  afking  the  reafon  of  fo  fevere  a treatment,  we  were 
informed,  that  he  had  been  difeovered  in  a lituation  rather 
indelicate,  with  a woman  who  was  taboo'd.  Wc,  however, 
underftood,  that  Ihe  was  no  otherwife  taboo'd,  than  by  be- 
longing to  another  perfon,  and  rather  fuperior  in  rank  to 
her  gallant.  From  this  circumftance,  wc  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  obferving,  how  thefe  people  treat  fuch  infidelities. 

But  the  female  (inner  has,  by  far,  the  fmallcr  (hare  of  pit- 
nifhment  for  her  mifdemeanor ; as  they . told  us,  that  (he 
would  only  receive  a (light  beating. 

The  next  morning,  I planted  a pine-apple,  and  fowed  the  Momty  14. 
feeds  of  melons,  and  other  vegetables  in  the  Chiefs  plant- 
ation. I had  fomc  encouragement,  indeed,  to  (latter  my- 
felf,  that  ray  endeavours  of  this  kind  would  not  be  fruit- 
lels  ; for,  this  day,  there  was  ferved  up  at  my  dinner,  a di(h 
of  turnips,  being  the  produce  of  the  feeds  1 had  left  here 
during  my  lad  voyage. 

I had 
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i7?7-  I had  fixed  upon  the  15th  for  failing,  till  Taoofa  prefled 
— > me  to  flay  a day  or  two  longer,  to  receive  a prefent  he  had 
TuefJaj  1,.  prcparc(j  |or  me.  This  reafon,  and  the  daily  expectation  of 
feeing  fonic  of  our  friends  from  Tongataboo,  induced  me  to 
defer  my  departure. 

vvjncr.  16.  Accordingly,  the  next  day,  I received  the  Chief’s  prefent ; 

confiding  of  two  (mail  heaps  of  yams,  and  fome  fruit,  which 
feemed  to  be  collated  by  a kind  of  contribution,  as  at  the 
other  illcs.  On  this  occafion,  mod  of  the  people  of  the 
ifland  had  aflemblcd  at  the  place ; and,  as  we  had  expe- 
rienced on  fuch  numerous  meetings  amongft  their  neigh- 
bours, gave  us  not  a little  trouble  to  prevent  them  from  pil- 
fering whatever  they  could  lay  their  hands  upon.  We  were 
entertained  with  cudgelling,  wreflling,  and  boxing-matches; 
and  in  the  latter,  both  male  and  female  combatants  exhi- 
bited. It  was  intended  to  have  finifhed  the  fhew  with  the 
bomaiy  or  night-dance ; but  an  accident  cither  put  a total  flop 
to  it,  or,  at  lead,  prevented  any  of  us  from  flaying  afhorc 
to  fee  it.  One  of  my  people,  walking  a very  little  way, 
was  furrounded  by  twenty  or  thirty  of  the  natives,  who 
knocked  him  down,  and  ftripped  him  of  every  thing  he 
had  on  his  back.  On  hearing  of  this,  I immediately  feized 
two  canoes,  and  a large  hog ; and  infilled  on  Taoofa’s 
caufing  the  clothes  to  be  reftored,  and  on  the  offenders  be- 
ing delivered  up  to  me.  The  Chief  feemed  much  concern- 
ed at  what  had  happened ; and  forthwith  took,  the  neccf- 
fary  fleps  to  fatisfy  me.  This  a/fair  fo  alarmed  the  aflem- 
bled  people,  that  molt  of  them  fled.  However,  when  they 
found  that  I took  no  other  mcafures  to  revenge  the  infult, 
they  returned.  It  was  not  long  before  one  of  the  offenders 
was  delivered  up  to  me,  and  a fliirt  and  a pair  of  trowlers 
a reftored. 
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rtftored.  The  remainder  of  the  ftolen  goods  not  coming  in  yjr- 
before  night,  I was  under  a neccflity  of  leaving  them  to  go  >. — — > 
aboard  } for  the  fea  run  fo  high,  that  it  was  with  the  great- 
eft  difficulty  the  boats  could  get  out  of  the  creek  with  day- 
light, much  lefs  in  the  dark. 

The  next  morning,  I landed  again,  having  provided  my-  TfcwSUjr  17. 
felfi  with  a prefent  for  Taoofa,  in  return  for  what  he  had 
given  me.  As  it  was  early,  there  were  but  few  people  at 
the  landing-place,  and  thofe  few  not  without  their  fears. 

But  on  my  defiring  Omai  ro  affurc  them,  that  we  meant  no 
harm;  and,  in  confirmation  of  this  afturance,  having  re- 
flored  the  canoes,  and  releafed  the  offender,  whom  they  had 
delivered  up  to  me,  they  refumed  their  ufual  gaiety;  and, 
prefently,  a large  circle  was  formed,  in  which  the  Chief, 
and  all  the  principal  men  of  tlie  ifland,  took  their  places. 

The  remainder  of  the  clothes  were  now  brought  in ; but,  as 
they  had  been  torn  off  the  man’s  back,  by  pieces,  they 
were  not  worth  carrying  on  board.  Taoofa,  on  receiving 
my  prefent,  fhared  it  with  three  or  four  other  Chiefs,  keep- 
ing only  a fmall  part  for  himfelf.  This  prefent  exceeded 
their  expectation  fo  greatly,  that  one  of  the  Chiefs,  a vene- 
rable old  man,  told  me,  that  they  did  not  deferve  it,  con- 
fidering  how  little  they  had  given  to  me,  and  the  ill  treat- 
ment one  of  my  people  had  met  with.  I remained  with 
them,  till  they  had  finifhed  their  bowl  of  kava  j and 
having  then  paid  for  the  hog,  which  I had  taken  the 
day  before,  returned  on  board,  with  Taoofa,  and  one  of 
Foulaho’s  fervants,  by  whom  1 fent,  as  a parting  mark  . 
of  my  efteem  and  regard  for  that  Chief,  a piece  of  bar 
iron  ; being  as  valuable  a prefent  as  any  I could  make 
to  him. 

Vol.  I.  3 A Soon 
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W*  Soon  after,  we  weighed,  and  with  a light  breeze  at  South 
»— — — » Eaft,  flood  out  to  fea;  and  then  Taoofa,  and  a few  other 
natives,  that  were  in  the  fliip,  left  us.  On  heaving  up  the 
anchor,  we  found,  that  the  cable  had  fufTered  confiderably 
by  the  rocks  ; fo  that  the  bottom,  in  this  road,  is  not  to  be 
depended  upon.  Befidcs  this,  we  experienced,  that  a pro- 
digious fwelProlls  in  there  from  the  South  Weft. 

We  had  not  been  long  under  fail,  before  we  obferved  a fail- 
ing canoe  coming  from  Tongataboo,  and  entering  the  creek 
before  which  we  had  anchored.  Some  hours  after,  a fmall 
canoe,  conducted  by  four  men,  came  off  to  us.  For,  as  wc 
had  but  little  wind,  wc  were,  ftill,  at  no  great  diftance  from 
the  land.  Thefc  men  told  us,  that  the  failing  canoe,  which 
we  had  feen  arrive  from  Tongataboo,  had  brought  orders 
to  the  people  of  Eooa,  to  furnifh  us  with  a certain  number 
of  hogs  s and  that,  in  two  days,  the  king,  and  other  Chiefs, 
would  be  with  us.  They,  therefore,  defired  we  would  re- 
turn to  our  former  ftation.  There  was  no  Teafon  to  doubt 
the  truth  of  what  thefe  men  told  us.  Two  of  them  had 
, actually  come  from  Tongataboo,  in  the  failing  canoe  j and 
they  had  no  view  in  coming  off  to  us,  but  to  give  this  in- 
telligence. However,  as  we  were  now  clear  of  the  land,  it 
was  not  a fuflicient  inducement  to  bring  me  back ; efpe- 
cially  as  wc  had,  already,,  on  board,  a flock  of  frelh  provi- 
iions,  fuflicient,  in  all  probability,  to  laft  during  our  paf- 
fage  to  Otaheite.  Bcfides  Taoofa's  prefent,  we  had  got  a 
good  quantity  of  yams  at  Eooa,  in  exchange  chiefly  for 
fmall  nails.  Our  fupply  of  hogs  was  alfo  confiderably  in- 
crcafed  there ; though,  doubtlefs,  we  fliould  have  got  many  • 
more,  if  the  Chiefs  of  Tongataboo  had  been  with  us,  whofe 
property  they  moftly  were.  At  the  approach  of  night,  thefe 

men. 
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men,  finding  that  we  would  not  return,  left  us;  as  alfo  'W* 

J uly. 

fome  others,  who  had  come  off  in  two  canoes,  with  a few  v - — -j 
cocoa-nuts,  and  {haddocks,  to  exchange  them  for  what 
they  could  get ; the  eagemefs  of  thefe  people  to  get  into 
their  pofleflion  more  of  our  commodities,  inducing  them  to 
follow  the  (hips  out  to  fea,  and  to  continue  their  imcrcourfe 
with  us  to  the  laft  moment.  * 


3 A 3 C H A P, 


Digitize 


joogte 


. 364  A V O Y A G E T O 


CHAP.  X. 

Advantages. derived  from  vifiting  the  Friendly  Ijlands. — 
Bejl  Articles  for  Traffic. — Refreffments  that  may  be 
procured. — The  Number  of  the  1 funds,  and  their  Names. 
— Keppef  s and  Bofcauen's  Ifands  belong  to  them. — Ac- 
count of  Vavaoo — of  Hamoa — of  Feejee. — Voyages  of 
the  Natives  in  their  Canoes. — Difficulty  of  procuring 
cxaEl  Information. — Perfons  of  the  Inhabitants  of  both 
Sexes. — Their  Colour. — Difeafes. — Their  general  Cha- 
raEler. — Manner  of  wearing  their  Hair — of  punElur- 
ing  their  Bodies. — Their  Clothing  and  Ornaments. — 
Perfonal  Cleanlinefs. 

THUS  we  took  leave  of  the  Friendly  Iflands,  and  their 
inhabitants,  after  a day  of  between  two  and  three 
months;  during  which  time,  we  lived  together  in  the  moll 
cordial  friendlhip.  Some  accidental  differences,  it  is  true, 
now  and  then  happened,  owing  to  their  great  propenfity  to 
thieving;  but,  too  often,  encouraged  by  the  negligence  of 
our  own  people.  But  thefe  differences  were  never  attended 
with  any  fatal  confequcnces ; to  prevent  which,  all  my 
meafures  were  directed  ; and,  I believe,  few,  on  board  our 
Ihips,  left  our  friends  here  without  fome  regret.  The  time, 
employed  amongll  them,  was  not  thrown  away.  We  ex- 
pended very  little  of  our  fca  provifions  ; fubfifling,  in  ge- 
neral, upon  the  produce  of  the  iilands,  while  we  Ilaid  5 and 
carrying  away  with  us  a quantity  of  refrclhmcnts  fullicient 
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to  laft  till  our  arrival  at  another  ftation,  where  we  could  !~?7* 
depend  upon  a frclh  fupply.  1 was  not  forry,  beftdes,  to  ' — 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  bettering  the  condition  of  thefe 
good  people,  by  leaving  the  ufeful  animals,  before-men- 
tioned, among  them;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  thofe  defigned 
for  Oraheite,  received  frefli  llrengih  in  the  paftures  of  Ton- 
gataboo.  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  the  advantages  we 
received,  by  touching  here,  were  very  great;  and  I had  the 
additional  fatisfadtion  to  refleft,  that  they  were  received, 
without  retarding,  one  moment,  the  profecution  of  the 
great  object  of  our  voyage ; the  l'eafon,  for  proceeding  to 
the  North,  being,  as  has  been  already  obferved,  loft,  before 
I took  the  refolution  of  bearing  away  for  thefe  illands. 

But,  befides  the  immediate  advantages,  which  both  the 
natives  of  the  Friendly  Illands,  and  ourfclves,  received  by 
this  vifit,  future  navigators  from  Europe,  if  any  fuch  Ihould 
ever  tread  our  Heps,  will  profit  by  the  knowledge  I acquired 
of  the  geography  of  this  part  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  ; and  the 
more  philofophical  reader',  who  loves  to  view  human  nature 
in  new  fituations,  and  to  fpcculate  on  lingular,  but  faithful 
reprefentations  of  the  perfons,  the  cuftoms,  the  arts,  the 
religion,  the  government,  and  the  language  of  uncultivated 
man,  in  remote  and  frefli  difeovered  quarters  of  the  globe, 
will,  perhaps,  find  matter  of  amufement,  if  not  of  inftruc- 
tion,  in  the  information  which  I have  been  enabled  to  con- 
vey to  him,  concerning  the  inhabitants  of  this  Archipelago. 

1 lhall  fufpend  my  narrative,  of  the  progrefs  of  the  voyage, 
while  I faithfully  relate  what  I had  opportunities  of  collect- 
ing on  thefe  fcvcral  topics. 

We  found,  by  our  experience,  that  the  beft  articles  for 
traffic,  at  thefe  illands,  are  iron  tools  in  general.  Axes  and 
hatchets ; nails,  from  the  larged  fpike  down  to  tenpenny 
7 ones  > 
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jliy.‘  ones  * ^P5  * ^CS ' ani*  knives,  are  much  fought  after. 

* — . — > ' Red  cloth  ; and  linen,  both  white  and  coloured ; looking- 
glafies,  and  beads,  arc  alfo  in  eftimation ; butj.pf  the  lat- 
ter, thofe  that  are  blue,  are  preferred  to  all  others ; and 
white  ones  are  thought  the  lead  valuable.  Aftring  of  large 
blue  beads  would,  at  any  time,  purchafe  a hog.  But  it  muft 
be  obferved,  that  fuch  articles  as  are  merely  ornaments, 
may  be  highly  efteemed  at  one  time,  and  not  fo  at  another. 
When  we  firfl  arrived  at  Annamooka,  the  people  there 
would  hardly  take  them  in  exchange  even' for  fruit;  but 
when  Feenou  came,  this  great  man  fet  the  fafliion,  and 
brought  them  into  vogue,  till  they  roCe  in  their  value  to 
what  1 have  juft  mentioned. 

In  return  for  the  favourite  commodities  which  I have 
enumerated,  all  the  rcfrefhments  may  be  procured  that  the 
iflands  produce.  Thefe  are,  hogs,  fowls,  fiflr,  yams,  bread- 
fruir,  plantains,  cocoa-nuts,  fugar-cane,  and,  in  general, 
every  fuch  fupply  as  can  be  met  with  at  Otaheite,  or  any  of 
the  Society  Iflands.  The  yams  of  the  Friendly  iflands  arc 
excellent,  and,  when  grown  to  perfection,  keep  very  well  at 
fea.  But  their  pork,  bread  fruit,  and  plantains,  though  far 
from  defpicable,  are,  ncvcrthelefs,  much  inferior  in  quality 
to  the  fame  articles  at  Otaheite,  and  in  its  neigh bourhood. 

Good  water,  which  {hips,  on  long  voyages,  {land  fo  much 
in  need  of,  is  fcarce  at  thefe  iflands.  It  may  be  found,  it  is 
true,  on  them  all ; but,  ftill,  either  in  too  inconfiderable 
quantities,  or  in  fituatious  too  inconvenient,  to  ferve  the 
purpofes  of  navigators.  However,  as  the  iflands  afford- 
plenty  of  provifions,  and  particularly  of  cocoa-nuts,  {hips 
may  make  a tolerable  Ihift  with  fuch  water  as  is  to  be  got ; 
anti  if  one  is  not  over-nice,  there  will  be  no  want.  While 
we  lay  at  anchor,  under  Kotoo,  on  our  return  from  Hapacc, 
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fome  people,  from  Kao,  informed  us,  that  there  was  a flream  y** 
of  water  there,  which,  pouring  down  from  the  mountain,  ’ — -> — ' 
runs  into  the  fea,  on  the  South  Weft  fide  of  the  ifland ; that  is, 
on  the  fide  that  faces  Toofoa,  another  iftand  remarkable  for 
its  height,  as  alfo  for  having  a confiderable  volcano  in  it, 
which,  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  burnt  violently  all 
the  time  that  we  were  in  its  neighbourhood.  It  may  be 
worth  while  for  future  navigators,  to  attend  to  this  intelli- 
gence about  the  ftream  of  water  at  Kao ; cfpecially  as  we 
learned  that  there  was  anchorage  on  that  part  of  the  coaft. 

The  black  ftone,  of  which  the  natives  of  the  Friendly  Iflands 
make  their  hatchets,  and  other  tools,  we  were  informed,  is 
the  production  of  Toofoa. 

Under  the  denomination  of  Friendly  Iflands,  we  muft  in- 
clude, not  only  the  group  at  Hapacc,  which  I vifited,  but 
alfo  all  thofe  iflands,  that  have  been  difeovered  nearly 
under  the  fame  meridian,  to  the  North,  as  well  as  fome 
others  that  have  never  been  feen,  hitherto,  by  any  Euro- 
pean navigators ; but  are  under  the  dominion  of  Tongata- 
boo,  which,  though  not  the  larged,  is  the  capital,  and  feat 
of  government. 

According  to  the  information  that  we  received  there,  this 
Archipelago  is  very  extenfive.  Above  one  hundred  and 
fifty  iflands  were  reckoned  up  to  us  by  the  natives,  who 
made  ufe  of  bits  of  leaves  to  afeertain  their  number;  and 
Mr.  Andcrfon,  with  his  ufual  diligence,  even  procured 
all  their  names.  Fifteen  of  them  arc  faid  to  be  high,  or 
hilly,  fuch  as  Toofoa,  and  Eooa ; and  thirty-five  of  them 
large.  Of  thefe,  only  three  were  feen'  this  voyage;  Ha- 
pacc (which  is  confidered  by  the  natives  as  one  ifland),  Ton- 
gataboo,  and  Eooa:  of  the  fize  of  the  unexplored  thirty- 
two,  nothing  more  can  be  mentioned,  but  that  they  muft 
a be 
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yjj>  be  all  larger  than  Annamooka  j which  thofc,  from  whom 
— — > we  had  our  information,  ranked  amongft  the  fmallcr  illes. 
Some,  or  indeed  fcvcral,  of  this  latter  denomination,  arc 
mere  fpots,  without  inhabitants.  Sixty-one  of  thefe  illands 
have  their  proper  places  and  names  marked  upon  our  chart 
of  the  Friendly  Illands,  and  upon  the  Iketch  of  the  harbour  of 
Tongataboo,  to  both  which  I refer  the  reader.  But  it  mull  be 
left  to  future  navigators,  to  introduce  into  the  geography 
of  this  part  of  the  South  Pacific  Ocean,  the  exadt  lituation 
and  fize  of  near  a hundred  more  illands  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, which  we  had  not  an  opportunity  to  explorer 
and  whofc  cxiftence  we  only  learnt  from  the  teftimony  of 
our  friends,  as  above-mentioned.  On  their  authority,  the 
following  lift  of  them  was  made;  and  it  may  ferve  as  a 
ground- work  for  farther  inveftigation. 

Names  of  the  Friendly  IJlands,  and  others , in  that  Neigh- 
bourhood, mentioned  by  the  Inhabitants  of  Annamooha,, 
Hapaee , and  Tongataboo*. 


Komooefeeva, 

Noogoofaeeou, 

Novababoo, 

Kollalona, 

Korctmou, 

Golabbc, 

Fclongaboonga, 

Failcmaia, 

Vagaeetoo, 

Kovereetoa, 

Kowceka, 

Cowakka, 

Fonogoocatta, 

Konookoonama, 

G oof  oo, 

Modooanoogoo  noo 

-Kooonoogoo, 

Mafanna, 

goo. 

Gcehageena, 

Kolloooa, 

Tongooa, 

Kowourogohccfo, 

Tabanna, 

Koooa, 

Kottcjcea, 

Motooha, 

Fonooa  ceka, 

Kokabba, 

Looakabba, 

* Thofc  iflands,  which  the  natives  reprefented  as  large  ones,  arc  diftinguifhed  in 
Italics. 
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Favaoo, 

Boloa, 

Toofanaetollo, 

Koloa, 

Toofagga, 

Toofanaclaa, 

Fafeene, 

Loogoobahanga, 

Kogoopoloo, 

Taoonga, 

Taoola, 

IJavaeeccke, 

Kobakccmotoo, 

Maneenccta, 

Tootoocch , 

Kongahoonoho, 

Fonooaooma, 

Manooka, 

Komalla, 

Fonooonneonne, 

Lejhainga, 

Konoababoo, 

Wegaffa, 

Pappataia, 

Konnetallc, 

Fooamotoo, 

Laubatta, 

Komongoraffa, 

Fonooalaiee, 

Oloo , 

Kotoolooa, 

Tattahoi, 

Takounove, 

Kologobeclc, 

Latte, 

Kopaao, 

Kollokolahee, 

Neuafo, 

Kovoocea, 

Matageefaia, 

Feejee, 

Kongaircekee, 

Mallajee, 

Oowaia, 

Tafecdoowaia, 

Mallalabee, 

Kongaiaraboi , 

Hamoa, 

Gonoogoolaiee, 

Kotoobooo, 

Nccootabootaboo, 

Toonabai, 

Komottc , 

Fotoona, 

Ivonnevy, 

Komoarra, 

Vytoobio, 

Konnevao, 

Ko/aiva, 

Lotooma, 

Moggodoo, 

Kofoona, 

Toggelao, 

Looamoggo, 

Konnagillelaivto, 

Talava. 

I have  not  the  lead  doubt,  that  Prince  William’s  Inlands, 
difcovercd,  and  fo  named  by  Tafman,  are  included  in  the 
foregoing  lift.  For  while  we  lay  at  Hapaee,  one  of  the  na- 
tives told  me,  that,  three  or  four  days  fail  from  thencc» 
to  the  North  Weft,  there  was  a duller  of  fmall  illands,  con- 
fiding of  upward  of  forty.  This  fituation  corrcfponds  very 
well  with  that  alligncd,  in  the  accounts  we  have  of  Taf- 
nian’s  voyage,  to  his  Prince  William’s  Hlands  *. 

• Tafman  fa w eighteen  or  twenty  of  thefc  fmall  iJLnuls,  every  one  of  which  was 
furroundeil  with  fands,  flioals,  and  rocks.  They  arc  alfo  called,  in  fomc  charts, 
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We  have  alfo  very  good  authority  to  believe,  that  Keppel’s 
and  Bofeawen’s  Mantis,  two  of  Captain  Wallis’s  difeoveries 
in  1765,  are  comprehended  in  our  lift  ; and  that  they  are  not 
only  well  known  to  thefe  people,  but  arc  under  the  fame 
fovereign.  The  following  information  feemed  to  me  deci- 
livc  as  to  this.  Upon  my  inquiring,  one  day,  of  Poulaho 
the  king,  in  what  manner  the  inhabitants  of  Tongataboo 
had  acquired  the  knowledge  of  iron,  and  from  what  quar- 
ter they  had  procured  a fmall  iron  tool,  which  I had  feen 
amongft  them,  when  I firft  vifited  their  ifland,  during  my 
former  voyage,  he  informed  me,  that  they  had  received  this 
iron  from  an  ifland,  which  he  called  Nccootabootaboo. 
Carrying  my  inquiries  further,  I then  defired  to  know,  whe- 
ther he  had  ever  been  informed,  from  whom  the  people  of 
Nceootabootaboo  had  got  it.  1 found  him  perfectly  acquaint- 
ed with  its  hiftory.  He  faid,  that  one  of  thofc  iflanders  fold 
a club,  for  five  nails,  to  a fliip  which  had  touched  there; 
and  that  thefe  five  nails  afterward  were  fent  to  Tongataboo.  ' '* 
He  added,  that  this  was  the  firft  iron  known  amongft  them ; 
fo  that,  what  Tafman  left  of  that  metal,  muft  have  been 
worn  out,  and  forgot  long  ago.  I was  very  particular  in 
my  inquiries  about  the  fituation,  fize,  and  form  of  the  ifland; 
cxprelling  my  defire  to  know  when  this  (hip  had  touched 
there ; how  long  Ihe  (laid ; and  whether  any  more  were  in 
company.  The  leading  fatfls  appeared  to  be  frelh  in  his 
memory.  He  faid,  that  there  was  but  one  fhip;  that  flic 
did  not  come  to  an  anchor,  but  left  the  ifland  after  her 
boat  had  been  on  (hore.  And  from  many  circumftanccs, 
which  he  mentioned,  it  could  not  be  many  years  fincc  this 


Httmfkirk'i  Banh.  See  Dalrymplc's  Collection  of  Voyages  to  the  South  PaciSc 
Ocean,  Vol.  ii.  p.  83. ; and  Campbell’s  edition  of  Harris’s,  Vol.  i.  p.  325. 
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had  happened.  According  to  his  information,  there  are  'm-- 
two  iflands  near  each  other-,  which  he  hitnfclf  had  been  at.  * — -* — 
The  one  he  deferibed  as  high,  and  peaked  like  Kao,  and  he 
called  it  Kootahee;  the  other,  where  the  people  of  the  fliip 
landed,  called  Neeootabootaboo,  he  reprefented  as  much 
lower.  He  added,  that  the  natives  of  both  are  the  fame  fort 
of  people  with  thofe  of  Tongatabooj  built  their  canoes 
in  the  fame  manner ; that  their  iflands  had  hog?  and 
fowls;  and,  in  general,  the  fame  vegetable  productions. 

The  fhip,  fo  pointedly  referred  to,  in  this  converfation,  could 
be  no  other  than  the  Dolphin ; the  only  Angle  fhip  from 
Europe,  as  far  as  we  have  ever  learned,  that  had  touched, 
of  late  years,  at  any  ifland  in  this  part  of  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
prior  to  my  former  vifit  of  the  Friendly  Iflands  *. 

But  the  mod  confiderable  iflands  in  this  neighbourhood, 
that  we  now  heard  of  (and  we  heard  a great  deal  about 
them),  are  Hamoa,  Vavaoo,  and  Feejee.  Each  of  thefe  was 
reprefented  to  us  as  larger  than  Tongataboo.  No  European, 
that  we  know  of,  has,  as  yet,  feen  any  one  of  them.  Taf- 
man,  indeed,  lays  down  in  his  chart,  an  ifland  nearly  in 
the  fituation  where  I fuppofe  Vavaoo  to  be ; that  is,  about 
the  latitude  of  19°  f.  But,  then,  that  ifland  is  there  marked 

as 

• See  Captain  Wallis’s  Voyage,  in  Hawkcfworth’s  Colle&ion,  Vol.  i.  p.492— 

494.  Captain  Wallis  there  calls  both  thefe  iflands  high  o:tts . But  the  fuperior 
height  of  one  of  them  may  be  inferred,  from  his  faying,  that  it  appears  tike  a fugar • 
leaf.  This  ftrongly  marks  its  refcmblancc  to  Kao.  From  comparing  Poulaho’s  in- 
telligence to  Captain  Cook,  with  Captain  Wallis’s  account,  it  feems  to  be  part  all 
doubt,  that  Bofcawcn’s  Jfland  is  our  Kootahee,  and  Kcppcl’s  Ifland  our  Neeootaboo- 
taboo. The  laft  is  one  of  the  large  iflands  marked  in  the  foregoing  lift.  The 
reader,  who  has  been  already  apprized  of  the  variations  of  our  people  in  writing 
down  what  the  natives  pronounced,  will  hardly  doubt  that  Kottcjeca  and  Kootahee  arc 
the  fame. 

t Neither  Dalrymple  nor  Campbell,  in  their  accounts  of  Tafman’s  voyage,  take 
any  particular  notice  of  his  having  feen  fuch  an  ifland.  The  chart  here  referred  to, 
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i77r*  as  a very  fmall  one ; whereas  Vavaoo,  according  to  the 
— • united  teftimony  of  all  our  friends  at  Tongataboo,  exceeds 
the  fizc  of  their  own  ifland,  and  has  high  mountains.  I 
fhould  certainly  have  vifited  it ; and  have  accompanied  Fee- 
nou  from  Hapace,  if  he  had  not  then  difeouraged  me,  by  • 
reprefenting  it  to  be  very  inconfiderable,  and  without  any 
harbour.  But  Poulaho,  the  king,  afterward  allured  me,  that 
it  was  a large  ifland ; and  that  it  not  only  produced  every 
thing  in  common  w ith  Tongataboo,  but  had  the  peculiar 
advantage  of  pofl’efiing  feveral  flreams  of  frefli  water,  with 
as  good  a harbour  as  that  which  we  found  at  his  capital 
ifland.  He  offered  to  attend  me,  if  1 would  vifit  it ; adding, 
that,  if  I did  not  find  every  thing  agreeing  with  his  repre- 
fentation,  I might  kill  him.  I had  not  the  leaft  doubt 
of  the  truth  of  his  intelligence ; and  was  fatisfied  that 
Feenou,  from  fome  interefted  view,  attempted  to  de- 
ceive me. 

Hamoa,  which  is  alfo  under  the  dominion  of  Tongataboo, 
lies  tw'o  days  fail  North  Weft  from  Vavaoo.  It  was  de- 
feribed  to  me,  as  the  larged  of  all  their  iflands  ; as  affording 
harbours  and  good  water } and  as  producing,  in  abundance, 
every  article  of  refrefhment  found  at  the  places  wre  vifited. 
Poulaho,  himfelf,  frequently  refides  there.  It  fhould  feem, 
that  the  people  of  this  ifland  are  in  high  cflimation  at  Ton- 
gataboo ; for  we  were  told,  that  fome  of  the  fongs  and 
dances,  with  which  we  were  entertained,  had  been  copied 
from  theirs ; and  we  faw  fome  houfes,  faid  to  be  built  after 
their  fafliion.  Mr.  Anderfon,  always  inquifitive  about  fuch 

by  Captain  Cook,  if,  probably,  Mr.  Dalrymple’s,  in  his  Collection  of  Voyages, 
where  Tafman’s  track  is  marked  accurately  $ and  feveral  very  fmall  fpots  of  land  are 
laid  down  in  the  fituatioa  here  mentioned, 
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matters,  learnt  the  three  following  words  of  the  dialedt  of  yjj?* 
Hamoa.  ' — -v— 

Tamolao*,  a chief  man. 

Tamacty , a chief  woman. 

Solle,  a common  man. 

Feejee, 


* 'In  two  or  three  preceding  notes,  extrafls  have  been  made  from  the  Ltttrts  Edi - 
fantet  if  Curieufrty  as  marking  a (Irong  refcmldancc  between  fomc  of  the  cuftoms  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Caroline  Iflands,  and  thofe  which  Captain  Cook  deferibes  as 
prevailing  at  an  immenfc  diftancc,  in  the  iflands  which  he  vifited  in  the  South  Pacific 
Ocean.  Poflibly,  however,  the  preemption,  arifing  from  this  refemblance,  that  all 
tlicfe  iflands  were  peopled  by  the  fame  nation,  or  tribe,  may  be  refilled,  under  the 
flaufihlc  pretence,  that  cuftoms  very  fimilar  prevail  amongft  very  diftant  people,  with- 
out inferring  any  other  common  fourcc,  befides  the  general  principles  of  human  na- 
ture, the  fame  in  all  ages,  and  every  part  of  the  globe.  The  reader,  perhaps,  will 
not  think  this  pretence  applicable  to  the  matter  before  us,  if  he  attends  to  the  follow- 
ing very  obvious  diltinetjon : Thofe  cuftoms  which  have  their  foundation  in  wants 
that  arc  common  to  the  whole  human  fpecics,  and  which  are  confined  to  the  contri- 
vance of  means  to  relieve  thofe  wants,  may  well  be  fuppofed  to  bear  a ftrong  refem- 
Idancc,  without  warranting  the  conclufion,  that  they  who  ufc  them  have  copied  each 
other,  or  have  derived  them  from  one  common  fourcc  ; human  fagacity  being  the  fame 
every  where,  and  the  means  adapted  to  the  relief  of  any  particular  natural  want,  cfpc- 
cially  in  countries  fimilarly  uncultivated,  being  but  few.  Thus  the  mod  diftant 
ttibes,  as  widely  feparated  as  Terra  del  Fuego  is  from  the  iflands  Eaft  of  Kamt- 
Ichatka,  may,  both  of  them,  produce  their  fire,  by  rubbing  two  fticks  upon  each  other, 
without  giving  us  the  leal!  foundation  for  fuppofing,  that  cither  of  them  imitated  the 
other,  or  derived  the  invention  from  a fourcc  of  inftru&ion  common  to  both.  But 
this  fiems  not  to  be  the  cafe,  with  regard  to  thofe  ciftoms  to  which  no  general 
principle  of  human  nature  has  given  birth,  and  which  have  their  cftablithment  folely 
from  the  endiefs  varieties  of  local  whim,  and  national  lalhion.  Of  this  latter  kind, 
thofe  cuftoms  obvioufly  arc,  that  belong  both  to  the  North,  and  to  the  South 
Pacific  Ifland',  from  which,  we  would  infer,  that  they  were  originally  one  nation  j 
and  the  men  of  Mangeca,  and  the  men  of  the  New  Philippines,  who  pay  their  re- 
fills to  a perfun  whom  they  mean  to  honour,  by  rubbing  his  hand  over  their  faces, 
lid  fair  to  have  learnt  their  mode  of  falutation  in  the  fame  fchool.  But  if  this  obfer- 
vation  (hould  not  have  removed  the  doubts  of  the  fccptical  refiner,  probably  he  will 
hardly  venture  to  perfift  in  denying  the  identity  of  race,  contended  for  in  the  prefent 
i;  ft-iiice,  when  he  (hall  obferve,  that,  to  the  proof  drawn  from  affinity  of  cuftoms, 
we  have  it  in  our  power  to  add  that  muft  unexceptionable  one,  drawn  from  affinity  of 
Jiti'nu’gc.  Ttunoha , we  now  know,  is  the  word  ufed  at  Hamoa,  one  of  the  Friendly 
Iflands,  to  fignify  a Chief ; r.nd  whoever  looks  into  the  Litres  Edifiantd  if  Curicnffi% 
will  lee,  that  this  is  the  very  nnr.c  by  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  Caroline  Iflands 
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Fcejec,  as  we  were  told,  lies  three  days  fail  from  Tonga- 
taboo,  in  the  direction  of  North  Weft  by  Weft.  It  was  de- 
scribed to  us  as  a high,  but  very  fruitful  ifland  ■,  abounding 
with  hogs,  dogs,  fowls,  and  all  the  kinds  of  fruit  and  roots 
that  arc  found  in  any  of  the  others ; and  as  much  larger 
than  Tongataboo ; to  the  dominion  of  which,  as  was  re- 
presented to  us,  it  is  not  fubjeff,  as  the  other  iflands  of  this 
archipelago  are.  On  the  contrary,  Feejee  and  Tongataboo 
frequently  make  war  upon  each  other.  And  it  appeared, 
from  Several  circumftances,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  lat- 
ter arc  much  afraid  of  this  enemy.  They  ufed  to  exprefs 
their  fenfe  of  their  own  inferiority  to  the  Feejee  men,  by 
bending  the  body  forward,  and  covering  the  face  with  their 
hands.  And  it  is  no  wonder,  that  they  ihould  he  under 
this  dread ; for  thofc  of  Feejee  are  formidable  on  account 
of  the  dexterity  with  which  they  ufe  their  bows  and  flings  ; 
but  much  more  fo,  on  account  of  the  favage  practice  to 
which  they  are  addicted,  like  thofe  of  New  Zealand,  of 
eating  their  enemies,  whom  they  kill  in  battle.  We  were 
Satisfied,  that  this  was  not  a mifreprefentation.  For  we  met 
with  fevcral  Feejee  people  at  Tongataboo,  and,  on  inquir- 
ing of  them,  they  did  not  deny  the  charge. 

Now,  that  1 am  again  led  to  fpeak  of  cannibals,  let  me 
afle  thofe  who  maintain,  that  the  want  of  food  firft  brings 
men  to  feed  on  human  flefh.  What  is  it  that  induccth  the 

diftinguifti  (heir  principal  m«n.  Wt  have,  in  (wo  preceding  notes,  infcrlcd  paduges 
from  Father  Cantovu's  account  of  them,  where  their  Tamila  are  Ipoltcn  of,  ami  he 
repeats  the  word  at  leaft  a dozen  times,  in  the  courfc  of  a few  pages.  But  I cannot 
avoid  tranferibing,  from  him,  the  following  very  dcciftve  teftimony,  which  renders 
any  other  quotation  fupet  fluous.  “ L'auloritic  du  Gouvcrnemcnt  fc  portage  entre 
»*  "plufieurs  families  nobles,  dont  let  Chefs  s’appellent  Tamila.  II  y n outre  ccla, 
dans  chaquc  province,  un  pnneipale  Tamelrt  auquel  tous  les  autres  font  loutnis. 

Lair  a Laljianta  if  Curieufnt  Tom.  xv.  p.  312. 

3 Feejee 


Digitized  by 


THE  PACIFIC  OCEAN. 


375 


Fccjce  people  to  keep  it  up,  in  (lie  midfl  of  plenty  ? This 

prafticc  is  dctclled,  very  much,  by  tbofc  of  Tongataboo,  t — > 

who  cultivate  the  friendfhip  of  their  favage  neighbours  of 
Fcejee,  apparently  out  of  fear  ; though  they  fometimes  ven- 
ture to  fkirmilh  with  them,  on  their  own  ground;  and 
carry  ofF  red  feathers,  as  their  booty,  which  arc  in  great 
plenty  there,  and,  as  has  beert  frequently  mentioned,  are 
in  great  eflimation  amongfl  our  Friendly  Iflanders.  When 
the  two  iflands  are  at  peace,  the  intcrcourfc  between  them 
feems  to  be  pretty  frequent ; though  they  have,  doubtlcfs, 
been  but  lately  known  to  each  other  j or  we  may  fuppofe, 
that  Tongataboo,  and  its  adjoining  iflands,  would  have  been 
fupplied,  before  this,  with  a breed  of  dogs,  which  abound 
at  Fcejee,  and  had  not  been  introduced  at  Tongataboo,  fo 
late  as  x 773*  when  I firft  vifited  it.  The  natives  of  Feejee, 
whom  we  met  with  here,  were  of  a colour  that  was  a full 
fhade  darker,  than  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Friendly 
Iflands  in  general.  One  of  them  had  his  left  ear  flit,  and 
the  lobe  was  fo  diftended,  that  it  almofl  reached  his 
fhoulder  ; which  Angularity  I had  met  with  at  other  iflands 
of  the  South  Sea,  during  my  fecond  voyage.  It  appeared 
to  me,  that  the  Fcejee  men,  whom  we  now  faw,  were  much 
rcfpetfled  here-,  not  only,  perhaps,  from  the  power,  and 
cruel  manner  of  their  nation's  going  to  war,  but,  alfo,  from 
their  ingenuity.  For  they  feem  to  excel  the  inhabitants  of 
Tongataboo  in  that  refpeift,  if  we  might  judge  from  fevc- 
ral  fpccimens  of  their  (kill  in  worktnanfhip,  which  we  faw; 
fuch  as  clubs  and  fpcars,  which  were  carved  in  a very 
maflerly  manner;  cloth  beautifully  chequered;  variegated 
mats;  earthen  pots;  and  fomc  other  articles;  all  which 
had  a call  of  fuperiority  in  the  execution. 
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I have  mentioned,  that  Feejee  lies  three  days  fail  from 
Tongataboo,  becaufe  thefe  people  have  no  other  method  of 
meafuring  the  didance  from  ifland  to  idand,  but  by  exptcfT- 
ing  the  time  required  to  make  the  voyage,  in  one  of  their 
canoes.  In  order  to  afeertain  this,  with  fomc  precifion,  or, 
at  lead,  to  form  fomc  judgment,  how  far  thefe  canoes  can 
fail,  in  a moderate  gale,  in  any  given  time,  I went  on  board 
one  of  them,  when  under  fail,  and,  by  feveral  trials  with 
the  log,  found  that  Ihe  went  feven  knots,  or  miles,  in  an 
hour,  clofe  hauled,  in  a gentle  gale.  From  this  I judge, 
that  they  will  fail,  on  a medium,  with  fuch  breezes  as  ge- 
nerally blow  in  their  fea,  about  feven  or  eight  miles  in  an 
hour.  But  the  length  of  each  day  is  not  to  be  reckoned  at 
twenty-four  hours.  For  when  they  fpeak  of  one  day's  fail, 
they  mean  no  more  than  from  the  morning  to  the  evening 
of  the  fame  day  ; that  is,  ten  or  twelve  hours  at  mod.  And 
two  days  fail,  with  them,  lignifies  from  the  morning  of 
the  firft  day,  to  the  evening  of  the  fccond ; and  fo  for 
any  other  number  of  days.  In  thefe  navigations,  the  fun 
is  their  guide  by  day,  and  the  Bars  by  night.  When  thefe 
arc  obfeured,  they  have  rccourfc  to  the  points  from  whence 
the  winds  and  the  waves  came  upon  the  veflel.  If,  during 
the  obfeuration,  both  the  wind  and  the  waves  fliould  fhift 
(which,  within  the  limits  of  the  trade-wind,  fcklom  happens 
at  any  other  time),  they  are  then  bewildered,  frequently 
mifs  their  intended  port,  and  are  never  heard  of  more.  The 
hidory  of  Omai’s  countrymen,  who  were  driven  to  Wa- 
tceoo,  leads  us  to  infer,  that  thofc  not  heard  of,  are  not 
always  lod. 


Of  all  the  harbours  and  anchoring  places  I have  met  with, 
amongd  thefe  iilands,  that  of  Tongataboo  is,  by  far,  the 
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bed ; not  only  on  account  of  its  great  fccurity,  but  of  its  >r?7- 
capacity,  and  of  the  goodnefs  of  its  bottom.  The  rilk  that  1 — W— 
we  ran,  in  entering  it  from  the  North,  ought  to  be  a fofli- 
cicnt  caution,  to  every  future  Commander,  not  to  attempt 
that  paflage  again  with  a Hi  ip  of  burden  ■,  fincc  the  other,  by 
which  we  left  it,  is  fo  much  more  eafy  and  fafe.  To  fail 
into  it,  by  this  Eaftern  channel,  fleer  in  for  the  North  Eaft 
point  of  the  illand,  and  keep  along  the  North  fliorc,  with 
the  fmall  ifles  on  your  (larboard,  till  you  arc  the  length  of 
the  Eaft  point  of  the  entrance  into  the  lagoon ; then  edge 
over  for  the  reef  of  the  fmall  ifles ; and,  on  following  its 
direction,  it  will  conduct  you  through  between  Makkahaaa 
and  Monooafai,  or  the  fourth  and  fifth  ifles,  which  you  will 
perceive  to  lie  off  the  Weft  point  of  the  lagoon.  Or  you  may 
go  between  the  third  and  fourth  iflands,  that  is,  between 
Pangimodoo  and  Monooafai;  but  this  channel  is  much 
narrower  than  the  other.  There  runs  a very  ftrong  tide  in 
both.  The  flood,  as  I have  obferved  before,  comes  in  from 
the  North  Weft,  and  the  ebb  returns  the  fame  way ; but  I 
fliall  fpeak  of  the  tides  in  another  place.  As  foon  as  you  . 
are  through  cither  of  thefe  channels,  haul  in  for  the  fliorc 
of  Tongataboo,  and  anchor  between  it  and  Pangimodoo, 
before  a creek  leading  into  the  lagoon ; into  which  boats 
can  go  at  half  flood. 

Although  Tongataboo  has  the  beft  harbour,  Annamooka 
furnilhes  the  beft  water  ; and  yet,  it  cannot  be  called  good. 
However,  by  digging  holes  near  the  fide  of  the  pond,  we 
can  get  what  may  be  called  tolerable.  This  ifland,  too,  is 
the  beft  fituated  for  drawing  rcfrcfliments  from  all  the 
others,  as  being  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  whole  group. 

Befides  the  road  in  which  we  anchored,  and  the  harbour 
within  the  South  Weft  point,  there  is  a creek  in  the  reef, 
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before  the  Fafiern  fandy  cove,  on  the  North  fide  of  the 
> ifland,  in  which  two  or  three  (hips  may  lie  very  lecurely, 
by  mooring  head  and  Hern,  with  their  anchors  or -moorings 
fall  to  the  rocks. 

I have  already  deferibed  the  Hapaee  iflands ; and  (hall 
only  add  to  that  defeription,  by  mentioning,  that  they  ex- 
tend South  Weft  by  South,  and  North  Eaft  by  North,  about 
nineteen  miles.  The  North  end  lies  in  the  latitude  of  19° 
39'  South,  and  33'  of  longitude  to  the  Eaft  of  Annamooka. 
Between  them,  arc  a great  many  fmall  iflands,  fand-banks, 
and  breakers  ; fo  that  the  fafeft  way  to  arrive  at  Hapaee,  is 
cither  by  the  courfe  I held,  or  round  by  the  North ; accord- 
ing to  the  fituation  of  the  (hip  bound  thither.  Lefooga,  off 
which  we  anchored,  is  the  molt  fertile  ifle  of  thofc  that  arc 
called  Hapaee ; and,  confequently,  is  the  bed  inhabited. 
There  is  anchorage  along  the  North  Weft  fide  of  this  ifland; 
but  it  will  be  neceffary  to  examine  the  ground  well  before 
you  moor.  For,  although  the  lead  may  bring  up  fine  fand, 
there  are,  neverthelefs,  fome  (harp  coral  rocks,  that  would 
loon  dcllroy  the  cables. 

They  who  want  a more  'particular  defeription  of  the 
Friendly  Iflands,  mull  have  recourfe  to  the  chart  that  we 
conftru&ed.  There,  every  thing  is  delineated  with  as  much 
accuracy  as  circumftanccs  would  permit.  Recourfe  mu  ft, 
alfo,  he  had,  to  the  fame  chart,  for  the  better  tracing  the  (c- 
vcral  ftations  of  the  (hips,  and  their  route  from  the  one  ifland 
to  the  other.  To  have  fwcllcd  my  journal  with  a minute 
account  of  bearings,  tackings,  and  the  like,  would  neither 
have  been  entertaining  nor  inftrutftivc. 

What  has  been  here  omitted,  concerning  the  geography 
of  thefe  iflands,  will  be  found  in  the  narrative  of  my 
t lad 
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laft  voyage*.  To  that  narrative  I mult  alfo  refer -f*,  for 
fuch  particulars  concerning  the  inhabitants,  their  manners, 
and  arts,  as  I had  obferved  then,  and  about  which  I faw  no 
reafon  to  change  my  judgment.  At  prefent,  I fhall  confine 
myfelf  to  fuch  intercfling  particulars,  as  either  were  not 
mentioned  in  that  narrative,  or  were  imperfectly  and  incor- 
rectly reprefented  there  j and  to  fuch  as  may  ferve  to  ex- 
plain fome  palTages  in  the  foregoing  account  of  our  tranf- 
aCtions  with  the  natives. 

It  may,  indeed,  be  expeCted,  that,  after  fpending  between 
two  and  three  months  amongft  them,  I ffiould  be  enabled 
to  clear  up  every  difficulty,  and  to  give  a tolerably  fatisfac- 
tory  account  of  their  cuftoms,  opinions,  and  inftitutions, 
both  civil  and  religious ; efpecially  as  we  had  a perfon  on 
board,  who  might  be  fuppofed  qualified  to  aft  the  part  of 
an  interpreter,  by  underltanding  their  language  and  ours. 
But  poor  Omai  was  very  deficient.  For  unlefs  the  objeCt  or 
thing  we  wanted  to  inquire  about,  was  actually  before  us, 
we  found  it  difficult  to  gain  a tolerable  knowledge  of  it, 
from  information  only,  without  falling  into  a hundred 
millakcs ; and  to  fuch  miftakes  Omai  was  more  liable  than 
we  were.  For,  having  no  curiofity,  he  never  gave  himfelf 
the  trouble  to  make  remarks  for  himfelf;  and,  when  he 
was  difpofed  to  explain  matters  to  us,  his  ideas  appeared  to 
be  fo  limited,  and,  perhaps,  fo  different  from  ours,  that  his 
accounts  were  often  fo  confufed,  as  to  perplex,  inflead  of 
inftruCting  us.  Add  to  this,  that  it  was  very  rare  that  we 
found,  amongft  the  natives,  a perfon,  who  united  the  abi- 
lity and  the  inclination  to  give  us  the  information  we 
wanted ; and,  we  found,  that  mofl  of  them  hated  to  be 

* Cook’s  Vopgc,  Vol.  i.  p.  211.  *13.  t Ibid.  p.  213.  225. 
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troubled  with  what  they,  probably,  thought  idle  ques- 
tions. Our  fituation  at  Tongataboo,  where  we  remained 
the  longcft,  was,  likewife,  unfavourable.  It  was  in  a part 
of  the  country,  where  there  were  few  inhabitants,  except 
filhcrs.  It  was  always  holiday  with  our  vifiters,  as  well  as 
with  thofe  we  vifited ; fo  that  we  had  but  few  opportunities 
of  obfcrving,  what  was  really  the  domeftic  way  of  living 
of  the  natives.  Under  thefc  difadvantages,  it  is  not  fur- 
prizing,  that  we  Should  not  be  able  to  bring  away  with  us 
Satisfactory  accounts  of  many  things  j but  fome  of  us  en- 
deavoured to  remedy  thofe  difadvantages,  by  diligent  obser- 
vation ; and  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Andcrfon,  for  a considerable 
Share  of  what  follows,  in  this  and  in  the  following  chapter. 
In  other  matters,  1 have  only  expreffed,  nearly  in  his  words, 
remarks  that  coincided  with  mines  but  what  relates  to 
the  religion  and  language  of  thefe  people,  is  entirely  his 
own. 

The  natives  of  the  Friendly  Iflands  Seldom  exceed  the 
common  llature  (though  we  have  mcafured  fome,  who 
were  above  fix  feet)  ; but  are  very  flrong,  and  well  made  ; 
especially  as  to  their  limbs.  They  are  generally  broad 
about  the  fhoulders ; and  though  the  mufcular  difpofition 
of  the  men,  which  feems  a confequcnce  of  much  aCtion* 
rather  conveys  the  appearance  of  ftrength  than  of  beauty, 
there  are  Several  to  be  Seen,  who  arc  really  handfomc. 
Their  features  are  very  various ; infomuch,  that  it  is 
Scarcely  pollible  to  fix  on  any  general  likenefs,  by  which  to 
characterize  them,  unlefs  it  be  a fullnefs  at  the  point  of  the 
nofc,  which  is  very  common.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
met  with  hundreds  of  truly  F.uropean  faces,  and  many  ge- 
nuine Roman  nofes,  amongfl  them.  Their  eyes  and  teeth 
are  good;  but  the  laft  neither  fo  remarkably  white,  nor  fo 
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well  fet  as  is  often  found  amongft  Indian  nations ; though, 
10  balance  that,  few  of  them  have  any  uncommon  thick- 
nel's  about  the  lips,  a defedt  as  frequent  as  the  other  per- 
fection. 

The  women  are  not  fo  much  diftinguilhed  from  the  men 
by  their  features  as  by  their  general  form,  which  is,  for 
the  moll  part,  deftitute  of  that  llrong  flcChy  firmnefs  that 
appears  in  the  latter.  Though  the  features  of  fome  are  fo 
delicate,  as  not  only  to  be  a true  index  of  their  fex,  but  to 
lay  claim  to  a conliderable  fhare  of  beauty  and  expreflion, 
the  rule  is,  by  no  means,  fo  general  as  in  many  other  coun- 
tries. But,  at  the  fame  time,  this  is  frequently  the  moft 
exceptionable  part ; for  the  bodies  and  limbs  of  mod  of  the 
females  are  well  proportioned;  and  fome,  absolutely,  perfedt 
models  of  a beautiful  figure.  But  the  moft  remarkable  dif- 
tindlion  in  the  women,  is  the  uncommon  fmallnefs  and 
delicacy  of  their  fingers,  which  may  be  put  in  competition 
with  the  fineft  in  Europe. 

The  general  colour  is  a call  deeper  than  the  copper  brown; 
but  feveral  of  the  men  and  women  have  a true  olive  com- 
plexion ; and  fome  of  the  laft  arc  even  a great  deal  fairer  ;• 
which  is  probably  the  effedf  of  being  lefs  expofed1  to  the 
fun  ; as  a tendency  to  corpulence,  in  a few  of  the  principal 
people,  feems  to  be  the  confequence  of  a more  indolent 
life.  It  is  alfo  amongft  the  laft,  that  a foft  clear  Ikin  is  moft 
frequently  obferved.  Amongft  the  bulk  of  the  people,  the 
fkin  is,  more  commonly,  of  a dull  hue,  with  lome  degree  of. 
roughnefs,  efpcciaHy  the  parts  that  are  not  covered ; which, 
perhaps,  may  be  occafioned  by  fome  cutaneous  difeafe. 
We  faw  a man  and  boy  at  Hapaee,  and  a child  at  Anna- 
mooka,  perfedtly  white.  Such  have  been  found  amongft  all* 
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•777-  black  nations ; but,  I apprehend,  that  their  colour  is  ra- 
•s— J- — ' thcr  a difeafe,  than  a natural  phenomenon. 

There  are,  ncvcrthelefs,  upon  the  whole,  few  natural 
defects  or  deformities  to  be  found  amongft  them  i though 
we  faw  two  or  three  with  their  feet  bent  inward  ; and  fame 
afllitftcd  with  a fort  of  blindnefs,  occafioned  by  a difeafe  of 
the  cornea.  Neither  are  they  exempt  from  fome  other  dif- 
eafes.  The  molt  common  of  which  is  the  tetter,  or  ring- 
worm, that  feems  to  afFedt  almoft  one  half  of  them,  and 
leaves  whitilh  ferpentine  marks,  every  where,  behind'  it. 
But  this  is  of  lefs  confequencc  than  another  difeafe,  which 
is  very  frequent,  and  appeals  on  every  part  of  the  body,  in 
large  broad  ulcers  with  thick  white  edges,  difeharging  a 
thin,  clear  matters  fome  of  which  had  a very  virulent  ap- 
pearance, particularly  thofe  on  the  face,  which  were 
Ihocking  to  look  at.  And  yet  wc  met  with  fome  who 
feemed  to  be  cured  of  it,  and  Others  in  a fair  Way  of  being 
cured  s but  this  was  not  aflefted  without  the  lofs  of  the  nofe, 
or  of  the  beft  part  of  it.  As  we  know  for  a certainty  * (and 
the  fadl  is  acknowledged  by  themfelvcs),  that  the  people  of 
thefe  iflands  were  1 abject  to  this  loathfomc  difeafe  before  the 
Englifh  firfl  vifited  them,  notwithftanding  the  fimilarity  of 
fymptoms,  it  cannot  be  the  efl’cdt  of  the  venereal  contagion  ; 
unlefs  we  adopt  a fuppofition,  which  I could  with  had 
Fufficient  foundation  in  truth,  that  the  venereal  diforder  was 
not  introduced  here  from  Europe,  by  our  fhips  in  177,5.  It* 
aiTuredly,  was  now  found  to  cxilt  amongft  them ; for  we 
had  not  been  long  there,  before  fome  of  our  people  received 

* Sec  Vol.  ii.  p.  20.  of  Cajitain  Cook’s  Voyage,  where  he  gives  a particular  ac- 
count of  meeting  with  a perfun  afflided  with  this  difeafe,  at  Annamocka,  on  his 
landing  there  in  1773* 
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the  infedtion  ; and  I had  the  mortification  to  learn  from 
thence,  that  all  the  care  I took,  when  I firft  vifited  thefe 
iflands,  to  prevent  this  dreadful  dil'eafe  from  being  commu- 
nicated to  their  inhabitants,  had  proved  ineffectual.  What 
is  extraordinary,  t,hey  do  not  feem  to  regard  it  much  ; and 
as  we  faw  few  fign?  of  its  deftroying  e fleets,  probably  the 
climate,  and  the  way  of  living  of  thefe  people,  greatly  abate 
its  virulence.  There  are  two  other  difeafes  frequent  among!! 
them ; one  of  which  is  an  indolent  firm  fwelling,  which 
afledls  the  legs  and  arms,  and  increafes  them  to  an  extra- 
ordinary fize  in  their  whole  length.  The  other  is  a tumour 
of  the  fame  fort,  in  the  tellicles,  which  fometimes  exceed 
the  fize  of  the  two  fills.  But,  in  other  refpedls,  they  may 
be  confidcrcd  as  uncommonly  healthy ; not  a Angle  perfon 
having  been  feen,  during  our  flay,  confined  to  the  houfc, 
by  ficknefs  of  any  kind.  On  the  contrary,  their  ftrength 
and  adlivity  are,  every  way,  anfwerable  to  their  mufcular 
appearance;  and  they  exert  both,  in  their  ufual  employ- 
ment, and  in  their  diverfions,  in  fuch  a manner,  that  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  their  being,  as  yet,  little  debilitated  by 
the  numerous  difeafes  that  are  the  confequcncc  of  indolence, 
and  an  unnatural  method  of  life. 

The  graceful  air  and  firm  ftep  with  which  thefe  people 
walk,  are  not  the  lcaft  obvious  proof  of  their  pcrfonal  accorn- 
plifhments.  They  confider  this  as  a thing  fo  natural,  or  fo 
neceflary  to  be  acquired,  that  nothing  ul'ed  to  excite  their 
laughter  fooncr,  than  to  fee  us  frequently  Humbling  upon 
the  roots  of  trees,  or  other  inequalities  of  the  ground. 

Their  countenances  very  remarkably  exprefs  the  abun- 
dant mildnefs,  or  good  nature,  which  they  poflefs  ; and  are 
entirely  free  from  that  favage  kecnncls  which  marks  na- 
tions 
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XJV-  ticms  in  a barbarous  date.  One  would,  indeed,  be  apt  to 

July.  1 

« ' fancy,  that  they  had  been  bred  up  under  the  fevered  rcdric- 

tions,  to  acquire  an  afpedt  fo  fettled,  and  fuch  a command 
of  their  paffions,  as  well  as  lleadinefs  in  conduct.  But  they 
arc,  at  the  fame  time,  frank,  cheerful,  and  good-humoured; 
though,  fometimes,  in  the  prefence  of  their  Chiefs,  thejr 
put  on  a degree  of  gravity,  and  fuch  a ferious  air  as  becomes 
ftiff and  awkward,  and  has  an  appearance  of  referve. 

Their  peaceable  difpoGtion  is  fufficicntly  evinced,  from  the 
friendly  reception  all  Grangers  have  met  with,  who  have 
vifited  them.  Indead  of  offering  to  attack  them  openly,  or 
clandcftinely,  as  has  been  the  cafe  with  moll  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  thefe  feas,  they  have  never  appeared,  in  the  fmalled 
degree,  hoftile ; but,  on  the  contrary,  like  the  mod  civil- 
ized people,  have  courted  an  intercourfe  with  their  viGtcrs,  by 
bartering,  which  is  the  only  medium  that  unites  all  nations 
in  a fort  of  friendfhip.  They  underftand  barter  (which  they 
call  fukkatou)  fo  perfectly,  that,  at  firll,  we  imagined  they 
might  have  acquired  this  knowledge  of  it  by  commercial 
intercourfe  with  the  neighbouring  illands  ; but  we  were 
afterward  affured,  that  they  had  little  or  no  traffic,  except 
with  Feejcc,  from  which  they  get  the  red  feathers,  and  the 
• few  other  articles,  mentioned  before.  Perhaps,  no  nation 
in  the  world  traffic  with  more  honedy  and  lefs  didrud.  We 
could  always  fafely  permit  them  to  examine  our  goods,  and 
to  hand  them  about,  one  to  another ; and  they  put  the  fame 
confidence  in  us.  If  cither  party  repented  of  the  bargain, 
the  goods  were  re-exchanged  with  mutual  content  and 
good-humour.  Upon  the  whole,  they  feem  poffeffed  of 
many  of  the  mod  excellent  qualities  that  adorn  the  human 
mind  ; fuch  as  indudry,  ingenuity,  perfevcrancc,  affability, 
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anti,  pci  haps,  other  virtues  which  our  fhort  flay  with  them  w. 
might  prevent  our  obferving.  ' — *- — > 

TIic  only  tic  feci  fullying  their  character,  that  we  know 
of,  is  a propenftty  to  thieving ; to  which,  we  found,  thofc 
of  all  ages,  and  both  foxes,  addifted;  and  to  an  uncommon 
degree.  It  (hould,  however,  be  confidcrcd,  that  this  excep- 
tionable part  oF  their  conduct  feemed  to  exift  merely  with 
refpeft  to  us ; for,  in  their  general  intercourfe  with  one  an- 
other, 1 had  rcafon  to  be  of  opinion,  that  thefts  do  not 
happen  more  frequently  (perhaps  Ids  fo)  than  in  other 
countries,  the  diflroncfl  practices  of  whofe  worthlefs  indivi- 
duals are  not  fuppofed  to  authorize  any  indiferiminate 
confute  on  the  whole  body  of  the  people.  Great  allow- 
ances fhould  be  made  for  the  foibles  of  thefe  poor  natives 
of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  whofe  minds  we  overpowered  with 
the  glare  of  objefts,  equally  new  to  them,  as  they  were  cap- 
tivating. Stealing,  amongft  the  civilized  and  enlightened 
nations  of  the  world,  may  well  be  conftdered  as  denoting  a 
chat  after  deeply  flained  with  moral  turpitude,  with  avarice 
unrcilrained  by  the  known  rules  of  right,  and  with  profli- 
gacy producing  extreme  indigence,  and  neglefting  the 
means  of  relieving  it.  But  at  the  Friendly  and  other  iflands 
which  we  vifited,  the  thefts,  fo  frequently  committed  by 
the  natives,  of  what  we  had  brought  along  with  us,  may 
be  fairly  traced  to  lefs  culpable  motives.  They  feemed 
to  arile,  folely,  from  an  intenfe  curiofity  or  delire  to  pollefs 
fomething  which  they  had  not  .been  accuflomed  to  before, 
and  belonging  to  a fort  of  people  fo  different  from  thetn- 
felvcs.  And,  perhaps,  if  it  were  pofiible,  that  a fet  of  be- 
ings, feemingly  as  fuperior  in  our  judgment,  as  wre  are  in 
iheirs,  fhould  appear  amongfl  us,  it  might  be  doubted, 
whether  our  natural  regard  to  jullicc  would  be  able  to  re- 
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'J77»  ftrain  many  from  falling  into  the  fame  error.  That  F have 
v_^-. — > affigned  the  true  motive  for  their  propenfity  to  this  pradtice,  • 
appears  from  their  Healing  every  thing  indiferiminately  at 
lirll  fight,  before  they  could  have  the  leaf!  conception  of 
converting  their  prize  to  any  one  ufeful  purpofe.  But,  I 
believe,  with  us,  no  perfon  would  forfeit  his  reputation,  or 
expofe  himfelf  to  punifhment,  without  knowing,  before 
band,  how  to  employ  the  ftolen  goods.  Upon  the  whole, 
the  pilfering  difpofition  of  thefe  ifianders,  though  certainly 
difagreeable  and  troublefome  to  flrangers,  was  the  means 
of  affording  us  fome  information  as  to  the  quicknefs  of 
their  intellects.  For  their  fmall  thefts  were  committed  with 
. much  dexterity;  and  thofe  of  greater  confequence  with  a 

plan  or  fcheme  fuited  to  the  importance  of  the  objedts.  An 
extraordinary  inllance  of  the  laft  fort,  their  attempts  to 
carry  away  one  of  the  Difcovery’s  anchors,  at  mid-day, 
has  been  already  related. 

Their  hair  is,  in  general,  flraight,  thick,  and  flrong  ; 
though  a few  have  it  bufhy  or  frizzled.  The  natural  co- 
lour, 1 believe,  almoft  without  exception,  is  black;  but  the 
greateft  part  of  the  men,  and  fome  of  the  women,  have  it 
iiained  of  a brown,  or  purple  colour;  and  a few  of  an 
orange  cafl.  The  lit  ft  colour  is  produced  by  applying  'a 
fort  of  plaller  of  burnt  coral,  mixed  with  water ; the  fe- 
cond,  by  the  rafpings  of  a reddifli  wood,  which  is  made 
up  with  water  into  a poultice,  and  laid  over  the  hair;  and 
the  third  is,  I believe,  the  effedt  of  turmeric  root. 

When  1 firfl  vifited  thefe  iflands,  1 thought  it  had  been  an 
univerfal  cuftom  for  both  men  and  women  to  wear  the  hair 
Ihort ; but,  during  our  prefent  longer  flay,  we  faw  a great 
many  exceptions.  Indeed,  they  are  fo  whimfical  in  their  fa- 
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fhions  of  wearing  it,  that  it  is  hard  to  tell  which  is  mod  in  yjj?/ 

vogue.  Some  have  it  cut  off  one  fide  of  the  head,  while  ' — 

that  on  the  other  fide  remains  long ; fome  have  only  a por- 
tion of  it  cut  fhort,  or,  perhaps,  fhaved ; others  have  it  en- 
tirely cut  off,  except  a fingle  lock,  which  is  left  common- 
ly on  one  fide  ; or,  it  is  fuffcrcd  to  grow  to  its  full  length, 
without  any  of  thefc  mutilations.  The  women,  in  gene- 
ral, wear  it  fhort.  The  men  have  their  beards  cut  fhort ; 
and  both  men  and  women  ftrip  the  hair  from  their  arm- 
pits.  The  operation  by  which  this  is  performed  has  been 
already  deferibed.  The  men  arc  flaincd  from  about  the 
middle  of  the  belly,  to  about  half  way  down  the  thighs, 
with  a deep  blue  colour.  This  is  done  with  a flat  bone  in- 
flrument,  cut  full  of  fine  teeth,  which,  being  dipped  in  the 
ftaining  mixture,  prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  dooc  dooe,  is 
flruck  into  the  fkit  with  a bit  of  flick;  and,  by  that  means, 
indelible  marks  are  made.  In  this  manner  they  trace  lines 
and  figures,  which,  in  fome,  are  very  elegant,  both  from 
the  variety,  and  from  the  arrangement.  The  women  have 
only  a few  fmall  lines  or  fpots,  thus  imprinted,  on  the  infide 
of  their  hands.  Their  kings,  as  a mark  of  diftindtion,  are 
exempted  from  this  cuflom,  as  alfo  from  inflidting  on  them- 
felves  any  of  thofe  bloody  marks  of  mourning,  which  fhall 
be  mentioned  in  another  place. 

The  men  arc  all  circumcifed,  or  rather  fupcrcifed ; as  the 
operation  confifts  in  cutting  off  only  a fmall  piece  of  the 
forefkin,  at  the  upper  part ; which,  by  that  means,  is  ren- 
dered incapable,  ever  after,  of  covering  the  glam.  This  is 
all  they  aim  at;  as  they  fay,  the  operation  is  pradtifed  from 
a notion  of  cleanlinefs. 

The  drefs  of  both  men  and  women  is  the  fame  ; and 
confifts  of  a piece  of  cloth  or  matting  (but  moftly  the 

jD  2 former),  • • 
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'j777.  former),  about  two  yards  wide,  and  two  and  a half  long  ; 

v — *— a at  lead,  fo  long  as  to  go  once  and  a half  round  the  waid, 

to  which  it  is  confined  by  a girdle  or  cord.  It  is  double 
before,  and  hangs  down,  like  a petticoat,  as  low  as  the 
middle  of  the  leg.  The  upper  part  of  the  garment,  above 
the  girdle,  is  plaited  into  feveral  folds ; fo  that,  when  un- 
folded, there  is  cloth  fufEcient  to  draw  up  and  wrap  round 

the  fhoulders ; which  is  very  feldom  done.  This,  as  to 

form,  is  the  general  drefs ; but  large  pieces  of  cloth,  and 
fine  matting,  arc  worn  only  by  the  fuperior  people.  The 
inferior  fort  arc  fatisfied  with  fmall  pieces ; and,  very  often, 
wear  nothing  but  a covering  made  of  leaves  of  plants,  or 
the  maro,  which  is  a narrow  piece  of  cloth,  or  matting,  like 
a fafli.  This  they  pafs  between  the  thighs,  and  wrap 
round  the  waid  ; but  the  ufe  of  it  is  chiefly  confined  to  the 
men.  In  their  great  baivas,  or  entertainments,  they  have 
various  drefles  made  for  the  purpofe ; but  the  form  is  al- 
ways the  fame ; and  the  riched  drefles  are  covered,  more  or 
lefs,  with  red  feathers.  On  what  particular  occafion  their 
Chiefs  wear  their  large  red  feather-caps,  I could  not 
learn.  Both  men  and  women  fometimes  fhade  their 
faces  from  the  fun  with  little  bonnets,  made  of  various 
materials. 

As  the  clothing,  fo  are  the  ornaments,  worn  by  thofc 
of  both  fexes,  the  fame.  The  mod  common  of  thefe  are 
necklaces,  made  of  the  fruit  of  the  pandanm,  and  various 
fweet-fmclling  flowers,  which  go  under  the  general  name 
of  kabul/a.  Others  are  compofed  of  fmall  fhells,  the  wing 
and  leg-bones  of  birds,  fliark’s  teeth,  and  other  things;  all 
which  hang  loofe  upon  the  bread.  In  the  fame  manner, 
they  often  wear  a mother-of-pearl  fliell,  neatly  poliflred 
or  a ring  of  the  fame  fubflancc  carved,  on  the  upper  part 
i of 
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of  the  arm;  rings  of  tortoife-Ihcll  on  the  fingers;  and  a 're- 
number of  thefe,  joined  together,  as  bracelets  on  the  » — -v — j 
wrills. 

The  lobes  of  the  ears  (though,  mod  frequently,  only 
one)  are  perforated  with  two  holes,  in  which  they  wear 
cylindrical  bits  of  ivory,  about  three  inches  long,  intro- 
duced at  one  hole,  and  brought  out  of  the  other ; or  bits 
of  reed  of  the  fame  fize,  filled  with  a yellow  pigment.  7 his 
fecras  to  be  a fine  powder  of  turmeric , with  which  the  wo- 
men rub  thennfclvcs  all  over,  in  the  fame  manner  as  our 
ladies  ufe  their  dry  rouge  upon  the  cheeks. 

Nothing  appears  to  give  them  greater  plcafurc  than  per- 
fonal  cleanlinel's;  to  produce  which,  they  frequently  bathe 
in  the  ponds,  which  feem  to  ferve  no  other  purpofe*. 

Though  the  water  in  moll  ot  them  ilinks  intolerably,  they 
prefer  them  to  the  lea;  and  they  are  fo  leniible  that  fait 
water  hurts  their  ikiu,  that,  when  necelfity  obliges  them 
to  bathe  in  the  fea,  they  commonly  have  fome  cocoa-nut 
fliells,  filled  with  frelh  water,  poured  over  them,  to  vvafla 
it  off.  They  are  immoderately  tond  of  cocoa  nut  oil  for 
the  fame  rcafon.;  a great  quantity  of  which  they  not  only 
pour  upon  their  head  and  thoulders,  but  rub  the  body  all 
over,  brifkly,  with  a fmaller  quantity.  And  none  but  thofe 
who  have  feen  this  practice,  can  eafily  conceive  how  the 
appearance  of  the  fkin  is  improved  by  it.  This  oil,  how. 
ever,  is  not  to  be  procured  by  every  one ; and  the  inferior 
fort  of  people,  doubtlefs,  appear  lefs  fmooth  for  want  of  it.. 

• So  at  tHe  Caroline  I Hands.  “ Us  font  accoutemes  a fc  baigner  trois  fois,  Ic 
11  jour,  Ic  matin,  a midi,  & fur  le  foir." 

Lettres  Edijxantti  & Curitu/rt,  Tom*  xv.  p.  314,, 
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CHAP.  XI. 

Employments  of  the  Women , at  the  Friendly  Ifiands. — 
Of  the  Men. — Agriculture. — ConftruElion  of  their 
Houfes . — Their  -working  Tools. — Cordage,  and  fifing 
Implements. — Mufical  Inflruments. — W capons. — Food , 
and  Cookery.  — Amufements. — Marriage.  — Mourning 
Ceremonies  for  the  Dead. — Their  Divinities. — Notions 
about  the  Soul,  and  a juture  State. — Their  Places  of 
Worfhip. — Government. — Manner  of  paying  Obcifanct 
to  the  King. — Account  of  the  Royal  Family. — Remarks 
on  their  Language,  and  a Specimen  of  it. — Nautical, 
and  other  Olfervations . 

I 

>777*  r-pHEIR  domedic  life  is  of  that  middle  kind,  neither 
»_  j A fo  laborious  as  to  be  difagreeable,  nor  fo  vacant  as  to 
fuffer  them  to  degenerate  into  indolence.  Nature  has  done 
fo  much  for  their  country,  that  the  fird  can  hardly  occur, 
and  their  difpofttion  feems  to  be  a pretty  good  bar  to  the 
lad.  By  this  happy  combination  of  circumdances,  their 
neceflary  labour  feems  to  yield,  in  its  turn,  to  their  recrea- 
tions, in  fuch  a manner,  that  the  latter  are  never  inter- 
rupted by  the  thoughts  of  being  obliged  to  recur  to  the 
former,  till  fatiety  makes  them  with  for  fuch  a tranfition. 

The  employment  of  the  women  is  of  the  cafy  kind,  and, 
for  the  mod  part,  fuch  as  may  be  executed  in  the  houfe. 
The  manufacturing  their  cloth,  is  wholly  conGgncd  to  their 

care. 
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care.  Having  already  deferibed  the  proccfs,  I fhall  only  J7j7- 
add,  that  they  have  this  cloth  of  different  degrees  of  fine-  > — - 
refs.  The  coarfer  fort,  of  which  they  make  very  large 
pieces,  does  not  receive  the  inipreflion  of  any  pattern.  Of 
the  finer  fort,  they  have  fomc  that  is  flriped,  and  chequered, 
and  of  other  patterns  differently  coloured.  But  how  thefe 
colours  arc  laid  on,  I cannot  fay,  as  1 never  faw  any  o'?  this 
fort  made.  The  cloth,  in  general,  will  refill  water,  for  fome 
time  j but  that  which  has  the  llrongell  glaze  will  refill 
longed. 

The  manufacture  next  in  confequence,  and  alfo  withia 
the  department  of  the  women,  is  that  of  their  mats,  which 
excel  every  thing  I have  feen  at  any  other  place,  both  as 
to  their  texture  and  their  beauty.  In  particular,  many  of 
them  are  fo  fuperior  to  thofe  made  at  Otaheite,  that  they 
are  not  a bad  article  to  carry  thither,  by  way  of  trade.  Of 
thefe  mats,  they  have  feven  or  eight  different  forts,  for  the 
purpofes  of  wearing  or  fleeping  upon ; and  many  arc  merely 
ornamental.  1 he  lad  are  chiefly  made  from  the  tough, 
membraneous  part  of  the  flock  of  the  plantain  tree ; thofe 
that  they  wear,  from  the  pamianus,  cultivated  for  that  pur- 
pole,  and  never  fullered  to  Ihoot  into  a trunk ; and  the 
coarfer  fort,  which  they  fleep  upon,  from  a plant  called 
evarra.  There  are  many  other  articles  of  lefs  note,  that 
employ  the  fpare  time  of  their  females ; as  combs,  of  which 
they  make  vaff  numbers ; and  little  balkets  made  of  the 
fame  fubflance  as  the  mats,  and  others  of  the  fibrous  cocoa- 
nut  hulk,  either  plain,  or  interwoven  with  fmall  beads  ; 
but  all,  finilhed  with  fuch  neatnels  and  tade  in  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  various  parts,  that  a flranger  cannot  help  ad- 
miring their  alfiduity  and  dexterity. 

s The 


Digitized  by  Google 


( 


393  AVOYAGETO 

■777-  The  province  allotted  to  the  men  is,  as  might  be  expected, 

« , — j far  more  laborious  and  extenftve  than  that  of  the  women. 

Agriculture,  architecture,  boat-building,  fiihing,  and  other 
things  that  relate  to  navigation,  are  the  objcCts  of  their 
care*.  Cultivated  loots  and  fruits  being  their  principal 
fupport,  this  requires  their  conflant  attention  to  agriculture, 
which  they  purfue  very  diligently,  and  feem  to  have 
brought  almoft  to  as  great  perfection  as  circum (lances  will 
permit.  The  large  extent  of  the  plantain  fields  has  been 
taken  notice  of  already;  and  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  the 
yams;  thefe  two  together,  being,  at  lead,  as  ten  to  one, 
with  refpeift  to  all  the  other  articles.  In  planting  both  thefe, 
they  dig  fmall  holes  for  their  reception,  and,  afterward,  root 
up  the  furrounding  grafs,  which,  in  this  hot  country,  is 
quickly  deprived  of  its  vegetating  power,  and,  foon  rotting, 
becomes  a good  manure.  The  inftruments  they  ufe  for 
this  purpofe,  which  they  call  bsoo,  arc  nothing  more  than 
pickets  or  flakes  of  different  lengths,  according  to  the  depth 
they  have  to  dig.  Thefe  arc  flattened  and  fliarpened  to  an 
ddge  at  one  end ; and  the  largefl  have  a fliort  piece  fixed 
tranfvcrfely,  for  prefling  it  into  the  ground  with  the  foot. 
With  thefe,  though  they  are  not  more  than  from  two  to 
four  inches  broad,  they  dig  and  plant  ground  of  many 
acres  in  extent.  In  planting  the  plantains  and  yams,  they 
obferve  fo  much  cxadlncfs,  that,  whichever  way  you  look, 
the  rows  prefent  thcmfelves  regular  and  complete. 

* How  remarkably  docs  Captain  Cook's  account  of  the  employments  of  the  women 
and  men  here,  agree  with  Father  Cantona's,  of  the  Caroline  Iilanders? — **  La 
“ principle  occupation  des  hommr*,  eft  dc  conftruirc  dci  bar«;u.s,  dc  pcchrr,  & Jc 
**  cuhivtr  h tme.  L’afFairc  dcs  femmes  eft  dc  f.iire  la  cuttinc,  & dc  mettre  in 
•“  aruvre  un  iTpccc  dc  plante  tiuvage,  & un  arbre,— pour  cn  fairc  dc  !.»  toilc.” 

LtttrtS  Edifantet  & Curhu/a,  Torn.  xv.  p.  313. 
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The  cocoa-nut  and  bread-fruit  trees  are  fcattcrcd  about,  '7?- 

July. 

without  any  order,  and  feem  to  give  them  no  trouble,  after  >» — * 
they  have  attained  a certain  height.  The  fame  may  be  fa  id 
of  another  large  tree,  which  produces  great  numbers  of  a 
large,  roundifh,  compreffcd  nut,  called  eeefee  ; and  of  a 
fmaller  tree,  that  bears  a rounded  oval  nut,  two  inches  long, 
with  two  or  three  triangular  kernels,  tough  and  .infipid, 
called  mabba,  mod  frequently  planted  near  their  houfes. 

The  kappe  is,  commonly,  regularly  planted,  and  in  pretty 
large  fpotsj  but  the  ma-wbaba  is  interfperfed  amonglt  other 
things,  as  the  jetjee  and  yams  are ; the  lad  of  which,  I have 
frequently  feen,  in  the  interfpaccs  of  the  plantain  trees,  at 
their  common  didance.  Sugar-cane  is  commonly  in  fmall 
fpots,  crowded  elofely  together ; and  the  mulberry,  of 
which  the  cloth  is  made,  though  without  order,  has  fufli- 
cient  room  allowed  for  it,  and  is  kept  very  clean.  The 
only  other  plant,  that  they  cultivate  for  their  manufac- 
tures, is  the  pandams ; which  is  generally  planted  in  a row, 
clofe  together,  at  the  fidcs  of  tire  other  fields;  and  they 
confidcr  it  as  a thing  fo  didimfl  in  this  date,  that  they  have 
a different  name  for  it ; which  fhews,  that  they  are  very 
fenfible  of  the  great  changes  brought  about  by  cultivation. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  thefe  people,  who,  in  many  things, 
fhew  much  tade  and  ingenuity,  fliould  fhew  little  of  either 
in  building  their  houfes  ; though  the  defett  is  rather  in  the 
defign,  than  in  the  execution.  Thofe  of  the  lower  people 
are  poor  huts,  fcarcely  fufficient  to  defend  them  from  the 
weather,  and  very  fmall.  Thofe  of  the  better  fort,  arc 
larger  and  more  comfortable  ; but  not  what  one  might  cx- 
petff.  The  dimenfions  of  one  of  a middling  fize,  are  about 
thirty  feet  long,  twenty  broad,  and  twelve  high.  Their 
houfc  is,  properly  lpeaking,  a thatched  roof  or  fhctl,  fup- 
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ported  by  pods  and  rafters,  difpofed  in  a very  judicious 
manner.  The  floor  is  raifed  with  earth  fmoothed,  and  co- 
vered with  ftrong,  thick  matting,  and  kept  very  clean.  The 
mod  of  them  arc  clofed  on  the  weather  fide  (and  fome 
more  than  two-thirds  round),  with  flrong  mats,  or  with 
branches  of  the  cocoa-nut  tree,  plaited  or  woven  into  each 
other.  Thefe  they  fix  up  edgewife,  reaching  from  the 
caves  to  the  ground  ; and  thus  they  anfwer  the  purpofe  of 
a wall.  A thick,  flrong  mat,  about  two  and  one  half  or  three 
feet  broad,  bent  into  the  form  of  a femicirclc,  and  fet  upon 
its  edge,  with  the  ends  touching  the  fide  of  the  houfe,  in 
fhape  refembling  the  fender  of  a fire  hearth,  inclofes  a fpace 
for  the  mafler  and  miflrefs  of  the  family  to  deep  in.  The 
lady,  indeed,  fpends  mod  of  her  time,  during  the  day,  within 
it.  The  red  of  the  family  fleep  upon  the  floor,  wherever  they 
plcale  to  lie  down ; the  unmarried  men  and  women  apart 
from  each  other.  Or,  if  the  family  be  large,  there  are  fmall 
huts  adjoining,  to  which  the  fervants  retire  in  the  night; 
fo  that  privacy  is  as  much  obferved  here,  as  one  could  ex- 
pect. They  have  mats  made  on  purpofe  for  deeping  on  •, 
and  the  clothes  that  they  wear  in  the  day,  ferve  for  their 
covering  in  the  night.  Their  whole  furniture  confifls  of  a 
bowl  or  two,  in  which  they  make  kava ; a few  gourds; 
cocoa-nut  fhells  ; fome  fmall  wooden  flools,  which  ferve 
them  for  pillows  ; and,  perhaps,  a large  floo!  for  the  Chief, 
or  Mailer,  of  the  family  to  fit  upon. 

The  only  probable  rcafon  I can  aflign  for  their  neglefl  of 
ornamental  architecture,  in  the  condrutflion  of  their  houfes, 
is  their  being  fond  of  living  much  in  the  open' air.  Indeed, 
they  feem  to  confider  their  houfes,  within  which  they  feldom 
cat,  as  of  little  ufc  but  to  fleep  in,  and  to  retire  to  in  bad 
weather.  And  the  lower  fort  of  people,  who  fpend  a great 
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part  of  their  time  in  clofe  attendance  upon  the  Chiefs, 
can  have  little  ufe  for  tlicir  own  houfes,  but  in  the  lafl 


cafe. 


They  make  amends  for  the  defeats  of  their  houfes,  by 
their  great  attention  to,  and  dexterity  in,  naval  architecture, 
if  I may  be  allowed  to  give  it  that  name.  But  I refer  to  the 
narrative  of  my  laft  voyage,  for  an  account  of  their  canoes, 
and  their  manner  of  building  and  navigating  them.* 

The  only  tools  which  they  ufe,  to  conftruft  thefe  boats,  arc 
hatchets,  or  rather  thick  adzes,  of  a fmooth  black  Hone  that 
abounds  at  Toofoa ; augres,  made  of  fhark’s  teeth,  fixed  on 
fmall  handles  ; and  rafps,  of  a rough  flein  of  a fifh,  fattened 
on  flat  pieces  of  wood,  thinner  on  one  fide,  which  alfo  have 
handles.  The  labour  and  time  employed  in  finilhing  their 
canoes,  which  are  the  mod  perfect  of  their  mechanical 
productions,  will  account  for  their  being  very  careful  of 
them.  For  they  are  built  and  pteferved  under  flreds ; or 
they  cover  the  decked  part  of  them  with  cocoa-leaves,,  when 
they  are  hauled  on  fhore,  to  prevent  their  being  hurt  by 
the  fun. 

The  fame  tools  are  all  they  have  for  other  works ; if  wc 
except  different  (hells, .which  they  ufe  as  knives.  But  there 
are  few  of  their  productions  that  require  thefe,  unlcfs  it  he 
fome  of  their  weapons ; the  other  articles  being  chiefly  their 
filhing  materials,  and  cordage. 

The  cordage  is  made  from  the  fibres  of  the  cocoa-nut 
hufk,  which,  though  not  more  than  nine  or  ten  inches  long, 
they  plait,  qbout  the  fizc  of  a quill,  or  Id's,  to  any  length 


• Cook's  Voyage,  Vol.  i.  p.  215,  216.  The  reader,  by  cornparing  that  account, 
with  what  Canrova  fays  of  the  lea -l -oats  of  the  Caroline  1 (lands,  will  find,  in  th.s 
mftancc,  alio,  the  gteateft  fimihrity.  See  Litres  Edijiaiitct  If  CurJntfis,  p.  286. 
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>777-  that  they  pleafe,  and  roll  it  up  in  balls ; from  which  the 

t — j larger  ropes  are  made,  by  twilling  feveral  of  thefe  together. 

The  lines,  that  they  fiili  with,  are  as  flrong  and  even  as  the 
bed  cord  we  make,  refembling  it  almofl  in  every  rcfpedt. 
Their  other  filhing  implements,  arc  large  and  fmall  hooks. 
The  lad  are  compofed  entirely  of  pcarl-lhell ; but  the  firft 
are  only  covered  with  it  on  the  back ; and  the  points  of 
both,  commonly,  of  tortoife-fliell ; thofe  of  the  lfnall  be- 
ing plain,  and  the  others  barbed.  With  the  large  ones,  they 
catch  bonnetos  and  albicores,  by  putting  them  to  a bamboo 
rod,  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  long,  with  a line  of  the  fame 
length,  which  reds  in  a notch  of  a piece  of  wood,  fixed  in 
the  flern  of  the  canoe  for  that  purpofe,  and  is  dragged  on 
the  furface  of  the  fea,  as  Ihe  rowes  along,  without  any 
other  bait  than  a tuft  of  flaxy  fluff  near  the  point.  They 
have  alfo  great  numbers  of  pretty  fmall  feines,  fome  of 
which  are  of  a very  delicate  texture.  Thefe  they  ufe  to 
catch  fifh  with,  in  the  holes  on  the  reefs,  when  the  tide 
ebbs. 

The  other  manual  employments,  confifl  chiefly  in  making 
mufical  reeds,  flutes,  warlike  weapons,  and  dools,  or  rather 
pillows,  to  fleep  on.  The  reeds  have  eight,  nine,  or  ten 
pieces  placed  parallel  to  each  other,  but  not  in  any  regular 
progreflion ; having  the  longed,  fometimes,  in  the  middle, 
and  feveral  of  the  fame  length ; fo  that  I have  feen  none 
with  more  than  fix  notes  ; and  they  feem  incapable  of  play- 
ing any  nntfic  on  them,  that  is  diflinguifhable  by  our  ears*. 
The  flutes  arc  a joint  of  bamboo,  clofc  at  both  ends,  with  a 
hole  near  each,  and  four  others  ; two  of  which',  and  one  of 
the  firfl  only,  arc  ufed  in  playing.  They  apply  the  thumb 

• Set  a drawing  of  one  of  thefe  muftca!  recJ%  in  Captain  Cook’s  Voyage,  Vol.  i. 
p.  221.  Mate  XXI. 
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of  the  left  hand,  to  clofe  the  left  noftril,  and  blow  into  the  yjr- 

hole  at  one  end,  with  the  other.  The  middle  finger  of  the  ' «~ 

left  hand  is  applied  to  the  firft  hole  on  the  left,  and  the  fore- 
finger of  the  right,  to  the  loweft  hole  on  that  fide.  In  this 
manner,  though  the  notes  are  only  three,  they  produce  a 
pleafing,  yet  Ample,  mufie,  which  they  vary  much  more 
than  one  would  think  pofliblc,  with  fo  imperfetft  an  inftru- 
menr.  Their  being  accuftomed  to  a mufic  which  confifts  of 
fo  few  notes,  is,  perhaps,  the  reafon  why  they  do  not  feetn 
to  relifh  any  of  ours,  which  is  fo  complex.  But  they  can 
tafte  what  is  more  deficient  than  their  own ; for,  we  ob- 
ferved,  that  they  ufed  to  be  well  pleafed  with  hearing  the 
chant  of  our  two  young  New  Zealanders,  which  confided 
rather  in  mere  ftrength,  than  in  melody  of  exprefllon. 

The  weapons,  which  they  make,  are  clubs  of  different 
forts  (in  the  ornamenting  of  which  they  fpend  much  time), 
fpears,  and  darts.  They  have  alio  bows  and  arrows ; but  thefe 
feemed  to  be  defigned  only  for  amufement,  fuch  as  (hoot- 
ing at  birds,  and  not  for  military  purpofes.  The  ftools  are 
about  two  feet  long,  but  only  four  or  five  inches  high,  and 
near  four  broad,  bending  downward  in  the  middle,  with 
four  (Irong  legs,  and  circular  feet ; the  whole  made  of  one 
piece  of  black  or  brown  wood,  neatly  polilhed,  and  fomc- 
times  inlaid  with  bits  of  ivory.  They  alfo  inlay  the  handles 
of  fly  flaps  with  ivory,  after  being  neatly  carved  ; and  they 
(liape  bones  into  fmall  figures  of  men,  birds,  and  other 
things,  which  mult  be  very  difficult,  as  their  carving  inftru- 
ment  is  only  a fhark’s  tooth. 

Yams,  plantains,  and  cocoa  nuts,  compofc  the  greatefl 
part  of  their  vegetable  diet.  Of  their  animal  food,  the  chief 
articles  arc  hogs,  fowls,  fifli,  and  all  forts  of  (hcll-fifh;  but 
the  lower  people  eat  rats.  The  two  firft  vegetable  articles, 
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with  bread-fruit,  arc,  what  may  be  called,  the  bafis  of 
their  food,  at  different  times  of  the  year,  with  fifh  and 
fhcll-lilh  j for  hogs,  fowls,  and  turtle,  feem  only  to  be 
occafional  dainties,  referved  for  their  Chiefs.  The  in- 
tervals between  the  feafons  of  thefe  vegetable  produc- 
tions mull  be,  fometimes,  confiderable,  as  they  prepare  a 
fort  of  artificial  bread  from  plantains,  which  they  put  under 
ground  before  ripe,  and  fuffer  them  to  remain,  till  they 
ferment,  when  they  are  taken  out,  and  made  up  into  fmall 
balls  ; but  fo  four  and  indifferent,  that  they  often  faid  our 
bread  was  preferable,  though  fomewhat  mu  fly. 

Their  food  is,  generally,  drefled  by  baking,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  at  Otahelte ; and  they  have  the  art  of  making, 
from  different  kinds  of  fruit,  fevcral  dilhes,  which  mod  of 
us  edeemed  very  good.  I never  law  them  make  life  of  any 
kind  of  fauce;  nor  drink  any  thing  at  their  meals  but 
water,  or  the  juice  of  the  cocoa-nut ; for  the  iava  is  only 
their  morning  draught.  I cannot  fay,  that  they  are  cleanly 
either  in  their  cookery,  or  manner  of  eating.  The  gene- 
rality of  them  will  lay  their  viftuals  upon  the  firft  leaf 
they  meet  with,  however  dirty  it  may  be  ; but  when  food  is 
ferved  up  to  the  Chiefs,  it  is,  commonly,  laid  upon  green 
plantain  leaves.  When  the  king  made  a meal,  he  was,  for 
the  moll  part,  attended  upon  by  three  or  four  perfons.  One 
cut  large  pieces  of  the  joint,  or  of  the  fifh;  another  divided  it 
into  mouthfuls ; and  others  dood  by  with  cocoa-nuts,  and 
whatever  clfe  he  might  want.  I never  faw  a large  com- 
pany fit  down  to  what  we  fhould  call  a fociable  meal,  by 
eating  from  the  fame  dilh.  The  food,  be  what  it  will,  is  al- 
ways divided  into  portions,  each  to  ferve  a certain  number ; 
thefe  portions  arc  again  fubdivided  j fo  that  one  feldom  fees 
above  two  or- three  perfons  eating  together.  The  women 
t are 
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are  not  exclude^  from  eating  with  the  men ; but  there  are 
certain  ranks  or  orders  amongft  them,  that  can  neither  cat  > 
nor  drink  together.  This  diftin&ion  begins  with  the  king  5 
but  where  it  ends,  I cannot  fay.  , 

They  feem  to  have  no  fet  time  for  meab ; though  it 
Ihould  be  obferved,  that,  during  our  flay  amongft  them,, 
their  domeftic  ceconomy  was,  much  difturbed  by  their  con- 
flant  attention  to  us.  As  far  as  we  could  remark,  thofe  of 
the  fuperior  rank,  only  drink  kava  in  the  forenoon,  and  the 
others  car,  perhaps,  a bit  of  yam ; but  we  commonly  faw  all 
of  them  eat  fomething  in  the  afternoon.  It  is  probable  that 
the  practice  of  making  a meal  in  the  night  is  pretty  common, 
and  their  reft  being  thus  interrupted,  they  frequently  deep 
in  the  day.  They  go  to  bed  as  foon  as  it  is  dark,  and  rife 
with  the  dawn  in  the  morning  *. 

They  are  very  fond  of  allocating  together;  fo  that  it  is 
common  to  find  fevcral  houfes  empty,  and  the  owners  of 
them  convened  in  fome  other  one,  or,  rather,  upon  a con- 
venient fpot  in  the  neighbourhood,  where  they  recreate 
themfelvcs  by  converfmg,  and  other  amufements.  Their 
private  diverfions  are  chiefly  finging,  dancing,  and  mufic 
performed  by  the  women.  When  two  or  three  women  fling- 
in  concert,  and  fnap  their  fingers,  it  is  called  oobai-,  but 
when  there  is  a greater  number,  they  divide  into  feveral 
parties,  each  of  which  lings  on  a different  key,  which  makes 
a very  agreeable  mufic,  and  is  called  been  a,  or  baiva.  In  the 
fame  manner,  they  vary  the  mufic  of  their  flutes,  by  play- 
ing on  thdfc  of  a different  fize ; but  their  dancing  is  much 
the  fame  as  when  they  perform  publiekly.  The  dancing 

• Cantova  fays  of  hisiflanders,  “ I!s  prennent  leur  repos  ilcs  qj^c  le  fot-  Jl  eft  couchc*. 

& ill  l'c  lcvcuC  avtc  i’auit'ie.''  Lstlni  Edifiantts  & CuritujUy  Tom.  xv.  p.  314. 
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of  the  men  (if  it  is  to  be  called  dancing),  although  it  docs 
not  confiil  much  in  moving  the  feet,  as  we  do,  has  a thou- 
fand  different  motions  with  the  hands,  to  which  we  are 
entire  Grangers  s and  they  are  performed  with  an  eafe  and 
grace  which  are  not  to  be  deferibed,  nor  even  conceived, 
but  by  thole  who  have  feen  them.  But  I need  add  nothing 
to  what  has  been  already  faid  on  this  fubjedt,  in  the  account 
of  the  incidcuts  that  happened  during  our  flay  at  the 
iflands  *. 

Whether  their  marriages  be  made  lading  by  any  kind  of 
folemn' contract,  we  could  not  determine  with  precifion ; but 

♦ If,  to  the  copious  descriptions  that  occur  in  the  preceding  pages,  of  the  parti- 
cular entertainments  exhibited  in  Hapaec  and  Tongataboo,  we  add  the  general  view 
of  the  ufual  amufements  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefc  iflands,  contained  in  this  para- 
graph, and  compare  it  with  the  quotation  from  the  Jduit’s  Letters,  in  a former  note 
(p.  255.)*  wc  Ihail  he  Aill  more  forcibly  Article  with  the  reafonablcncfs  of  tracing 
fetch  Angularly  rcfcmhlmg  cuAoms  to  one  common  fourcc.  The  argument,  in 
conflrmation  of  this,  dr^wn  from  identity  of  language,  has  been  already  illuArated,  by 
obferving  the  remarkable  coincidence  of  the  name,  by  which  the  Chiefs  at  the  Caroline 
Iflands,  and  thole  at  Hamno,  one  of  the  Friendly  ones,  arc  diflinguilhcd.  But  the 
argument  does  not  rcA  on  a Angle  inAance,  though  that  happens  to  be  a very  Ariking 
one.  Another  of  the  very  few  fpccimens  of  the  dialed  of  the  North  Pacific  Wanders, 
preferred  by  father  Canto v a,  furnilhes  an  additional  proof.  Immediately  after  the 
paflligc  above  referred  to,  he  proceeds  thus : 44  Cc  divertiflement  s’appclle,  cn  leur 
“ langue,  tanker  ifalfil\  qui  veut  dire,  la  plainte  dcs  femmes.”  Lettrrs  Efiifiantes  & Cv- 
ri tufts  % '1*001.  xv.  p.  315.  Now  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  wc  learn  from  Mr.  An- 
ti ci  ion's  collection  of  words,  which  will  appear  in  this  chapter,  that  la  fluinte  dts 
ft  mutts,  or,  in  Engtifh,  the  mournful  fzng  of  the  women,  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Caroline  Iflands  cxpreCs  in  their  language  longer  ifaiJU , would,  by  thole  of  Tongata- 
boo, be  exprefled  tangee  vt faint. 

If  any  one  Atould  Aill  doubt,  in  fpite  of  this  evidence,  it  may  be  recommended  to 
his  confederation,  that  long  reparation,  and  other  caufes,  have  introduced  greater  va- 
riations in  the  mode  of  pronouncing  thefe  two  words,  at  places  confcfecdly  inhabited 
by  the  fame  race,  than  fubliA  in  the  fpecimen  juA  given.  It  appears,  from  Mr.  An- 
derfon’s  vocabulary,  printed  in  Captain  Cook’s  fccond  voyage,  that  what  is  pronounced 
target  at  the  Friendly  Iflands,  is  taee  at  Ouheite;  and  the  vefaine  of  the  former,  is 
the  wakeint  of  the  latter. 

it 
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it  is  certain,  that  the  bulk  of  the  people  fatisfled  thcmfclvcs 
with  one  wife.  The  Chiefs,  however,  have,  commonly,  ' — -v — * 
fcvcral  women  * 1 though  1'omc  of  us  were  of  opinion, 
that  there  was  only  one  that  was  looked  upon  as  the  miftrefs 
of  the  family. 

As  female  chaftity,  at  firft  fight,  feemed  to  be  held  in  no 
great  eftimation,  we  expetted  to  have  found  frequent 
breaches  of  their  conjugal  fidelity  ; but  we  did  them  great 
iiijuftice.  I do  not  know  that  a Angle  indance  happened 
during  our  whole  Itay  f.  Neither  are  thofc  of  the  better 
fort,  that  are  unmarried,  more  free  of  their  favours.  It  is 
true,  there  was  no  want  of  thofe  of  a different  character ; 
and,  perhaps,  fuch  arc  more  frequently  met  with  here,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  people,  than  in  many  other 
countries.  But  it  appeared  to  me,  that  the  mod,  if  not  all 
of  them,  were  of  the  lowed  clafs  ; and  fuch  of  them  as  per- 
mitted familiarities  to  our  people,  were  proditutes  by  pro- 
feflion. 

Nothing  can  be  a greater  proof  of  the  humanity  of  thefe 
people,  than  the  concern  they  {hew  for  the  dead  j..  To  ufe 
a common  expreflion,  their  mourning  is  not  in  words  but 
deeds.  For,  befides  the  toege  mentioned  before,  and  burnt 
circles  and  fears,  they  beat  the  teeth  with  dones,  drike  a 
Ihark’s  tooth  into  the  head  until  the  blood  flows  in  dreams, 
and  thruft  fpcars  into  the  inner  part  of  the  thigh,  into  their 

* Cuntova  fay*  of  his  Caroline  ifianders,  “ La  plurnlite  ties  femmes  eft  non 
**  fculemcrit  permife  a toils  ccs  infulaircs,  ellc  eft  encore  unc  marque  d'honneur  & 

“ Jc  ilirtinclion.  Lc  Tamol t dc  rifle  d’Huogoleu  cn  a ncuf.” 

LtUrtt  Ediftanta  13  Cur'uufa,  Tom.  xv.  p.  310. 

f At  the  Caroline  Iflands,  “ Its  out  horreur  de  I’adulccre,  com  me  dfune  grand 
“ pechc.”  Hid*  Tom.  xv.  p.  310. 

X How  the  inhabitants  of  the  Caroline  1 Hands  exprefs  their  grief  on  fuch  occa- 
fions,  may  be  feen,  Ibid.  Tom.  xv.  p.  308. 

Vol.  I.  3 F fides 
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•j77r*  fidcs  below  the  arm-pits,  and  through  the  cheeks  into  the 
v — v- — > mouth.  All  thefe  . operations  convey  an  idea  of  fuch  rigorous 
dilcipline,  as  mud  require  either  an  uncommon  degree 
of  alFeiftion,  or  the  graded  fuperdition,  to  exaift.  1 will  not 
fay,  that  the  lad  has  no  lhare  in  it ; for,  fometimes,  it  is  fo 
univerfal,  that  many  could  not  have  any  knowledge  of  the 
perfon  for  whom  the  concern  is  exprclled.  Thus  we  faw 
the  people  of  Tongataboo  mourning  the  death  of  a Chief  at 
Vavaoo;  and  other  fimilar  indances  occurred  during  our 
(lay.  It  fhould  be  obferved,  however,  that  the  more  pain- 
ful operations  are  only  pratStifed  on  account  of  the  death  of 
thofe  moft  nearly  connected  with  the  mourners.  When  a 
perfon  dies,  he  is  buried,  after  being  wrapped  up  in  mats 
and  cloth,  much  after  our  manner.  The  Chiefs  feem  to 
have  the  Jiatookas  appropriated  to  them  as  their  burial- 
places  ; but  the  common  people  arc  interred  in  no  parti- 
cular fpot  *.  What  part  of  the  mourning  ceremony  follows, 
immediately  after,  is  uncertain ; but,  that  there  is  fomc- 
thing  belides  the  general  one,  which  is  continued  for  a con- 
fidcrablc  length  of  time,  we  could  infer,  from  being  inform- 
ed, that  the  funeral  of  Marccwagce’s  wife*  as  mentioned 
before,  was  to  be  attended  with  ceremonies  that  were  to 
lad  five  days  ; and  in  which  alL  the  principal  people  were  to 
commemorate  her. 

Their  long  and  general  mourning,  proves  that  they  con- 
fider  death  as  a very  great  evil.  And  this  is  confirmed  by  a 


* Ca'ntova’s  account  of  the  practice  of  the  Caroline  Iflands  is  as  follows  : “ Lorf- 
u qu’il  meurt  quelquc  perfonne  d’un  rang  diftinguc,  ou  qui  leur  dk  chcre  par  d'autre* 
“ endroits  fes  obfcqucs  fe  font  avec  pompe.  II  y cn  a qui  renferment  le  corps  du 
M defunct  dans  un  petit  edifice  de  pierre,  qu'ils  gardent  au-dedans  de  leur  maifons, 
**  D’autres  les  enterrent  loin  de  leurs  habitations.” 

lattra  Edifianlti  & Curieufes , Tom.  xv.  p.  308,  309. 

very 
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very  odd  cuftom  which  they  pra&ife  to  avert  it.  When  I y’7- 
fu  ft  vifued  thefe  [(lands,  during  my  laft  voyage,  I obferved  < — ^ — > 
that  many  of  the  inhabitants  had  one  or  both  of  their  little 
fingers  cut  off ; and  we  could  not  then  receive  any  fatisfac- 
tory  account  of  the  reafon  of  this  mutilation  *.  But  we 
now  learned,  that  this  operation  is  performed  when  they 
labour  under  fome  grievous  difeafe,  and  think  themfclves 
in  danger  of  dying.  They  fuppofe,  that  the  Deity  will  ac- 
cept of  the  little  finger,  as  a fort  of  facrifi<;c  efficacious 
enough  to  procure  the  recovery'  of  their  health.  They  cut 
it  ofl'  with  one  of  their  Hone  hatchets.  There  was  fcarcely 
one  in  ten  of  them  whom  we  did  not  find  thus  mutilated,  in 
one  or  both  hands ; which  has  a difagreeable  efledl,  efpc- 
cially  as  they  fometimes  cut  fo  clofe,  that  they  encroach 
upon  the  bone  of  the  hand  which  joins  to  the  amputated 
finger  +. 

From  the  rigid  feverity  with  which  fome  of  thefe  mourn- 
ing and  religious  ceremonies  are  executed,  one  would  cx- 
petft  to  find,  that  they'  meant  thereby  to  fecure  to  themfelves 
felicity  beyond  the  grave ; but  their  principal  objeft  relates 
to  things  merely  temporal.  For  they  feem  to  have  little 
conception  of  future  punifliment  for  faults  committed  in 
this  life.  They  believe,  however,  that  they  are  juftly  pu- 
liilhed  upon  earth ; and,  confequently,  ufe  every  method  to 
render  their  divinities  propitious.  The  Supreme  Author  of 
moll  things  they  call  Kallafootonga ; who,  they  fay,  is  a fe- 
male, refiding  in  the  Iky',  and  direifting  the  thunder,  wind, 
rain ; and,  in  general,  all  the  changes  of  weather.  They 

* See  Cook’s  Voyage,  Vo),  i.  p.  222. 

f It  may  be  proper  to  mention  here,  on  the  authority  of  Captain  King,  that  it  is 
• common  for  the  inferior  people  to  cut  off  a joint  of  their  little  finger,  on  account  of 
(be  fickncfs  of  the  Chiefs  to  whom  they  belong, 

a F 2 believe, 
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1777*  believe,  that  when  (he  is  angry  with  them,  the  productions 
..  [ - — - of  the  earth  arc  blalled  ; that  many  things  arc  deftroyed  by 

lightning;  and  that  they  thctnfelves  are  afflicted  with  ftek- 
nefs  and  death,  as  well  as  their  hogs  and  other  animals. 
When  this  anger  abates,  they  fuppofe , that  every  thing  is 
reftored  to  its  natural  order  ; and  it  flrould  feetn,  that  they 
have  a great  reliance  on  the  cfticacy  of  their  endeavours 
to  appeafe  their  offended  divinity.  They  alfo  admit  a 
plurality  of  deities,  though  all  inferior  to  Kalhfwtwga. 
Amonglt  them,  they  mention  Toofooa-booloo/co,  God  of  the 
clouds  and  fog!  Talieteboo,  and  fome  others,  refuling  in  the 
heavens.  The  firft  in  rank  and  power,  who  has  the  go- 
vernment of  the  fea,  and  its  productions,  is  called  Futta/nike, 
or,  as  it  was  fometimes  pronounced,  Foottjooa ; who,  they 
fay,  is  a male,  and  has  for  his  wife  Fjkava  hajeca : and  here, 
as  in  heaven,  there  arc  fevcral  inferior  potentates,  fueh  as 
Vabaa  Jonoou,  Tarieava,  Matlaba,  Evaroo,  and  others.  The 
fame  religious  fvftem,  however,  does  not  extend  all  over  the 
clufler  of  the  Friendly  Ifles;  for  the  fupreme  God  of  Hopaee, 
for  inflancc,  is  called  Alo  Alo ; and  other  ifles  have  two  or 
three,  of  different  names.  But  their  notions  of  the  power,  and 
other  attributes  of  thefc  beings,  arc  fovery  abfurd,  that  they 
fuppofe  they  have  no  farther  concern  with  them  after  death. 

They  have,  however,  very  proper  fentiments  about  the 
immateriality  and  the  immortality  of  the  foul.  They  call  it 
life,  the  living  principle,  or,  what  is  more  agreeable  to  their 
notions  of  it,  an  Ctooa that  is,  a divinity,  or  inviflblc  be- 
ing. They  fay,  that,  immediately  upon  death,  the  fouls  of 
their  Chiefs  feparate  from  their  bodies,  and  go  to  a place 
called  Boolootoo;  the  Chief,  or  god,  of  which,  is  Coolc ho.  This 
Gooleho  feems  to  be  a pcrfonification  of  death  i for  they  ufed 
to  fay  to  us,  “ You,  and  the  men  of  I'eejce  (by  this  junc- 
8 “ tion. 
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" tion,  meaning  to  pay  a compliment,  ex  pro  Hive  of  their 
“ confeflion  of  our  luperiority  over  thcmfelvcs),  are  alfo  — - 
“ fubjctfl  to  the  power  and  dominion  of  Gotcha."  IJis 
country,  the  general  receptacle  of  the  dead,  according  to 
their  mythology,  was  never  l'cen  by  any  perfon  ; and  yet, 
it  feems,  they  know  that  it  lies  to  the  Wcftward  of  Fcejee ; 
and  that  they  who  are  once  tranfported  thither,  live  for 
ever;  or,  to  ufe  their  own  cxprcflion,  arc  not  fubjecl  to 
death  again  ; but  fcafl  upon  all  the  favourite  products  of 
their  own  country,  with  which  this  everlafling  abode  is 
fuppofed  to  abound.  As  to  the  fouls  of  the  lower  fort  of 
people,  tl'.ey  undergo  a lore  of  transmigration  ; or,  as  they 
fay,  are  eat  up  by  a bird  called  loata,  which  walks  upon 
their  graves  for  that  purpofe. 

I think  I may  venture  to  affert,  that  they  do  not  worfhip 
any  thing  that  is  the  work  of  their  own  hands,  or  any  vi- 
fible  part  of  the  creation.  They  do  not  make  offerings  of 
hogs,  dogs,  and  fruit,  as  at  Otaheitc,  unlefs  it  be  emblem- 
atically j for  their  morals  were  perfectly  free  from  every 
thing  of  the  kind.  But  that  they  offer  real  human  facrifices, 
is,  with  me,  beyond  a doubt.  Their  morals,  or  Jiatookas  (for 
they  are  called  by  both  names,  but  moflly  by  the  latter), 
are,  as  at  Otaheite,  and  many  other  parts  of  the  world,  bu- 
rying-grounds,  and  places  of  worfhip ; though  foine  of 
them  feemed  to  be  only  appropriated  to  the  firft  purpofe ; 
but  thefc  were  fmalb  and,  in  every  other  rcfpccl,  inferior 
to  the  others. 

• of  the  nature  of  their  government,  we  know  no  more  than 
the  general  outline.  A fubordination  is  cftablilhcd  among 
them,  that  rcfembles  the  feudal  fyftem  of  our  progenitors 
in  Europe.  But  of  its  fubdivilions,  of  the  conllituent  parts, 

and 
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and  in  what  manner  they  arc  connected,  fo  as  to  form  a body 
politic,  I confefs  myfelf  totally  ignorant.  Some  of  them  told 
us,  that  the  power  of  the  king  is  unlimited,  and  that  the  life 
and  property  of  the  fubjeift  is  at  his  difpofal.  But  the  few 
circumdanccs  that  fcil  under  our  obfervation,  rather  contra- 
diiftcd  than  confirmed  the  idea  of  a dcfpotic  government. 
Marccwagee,  old  Tookoo,  and  I'ecnou,  acted  each  like  petty 
fovereigns,  and  frequently  thwarted  the  meafures  of  the 
king;  of  which  he  often  complained.  Neither  was  his 
court  more  fplendid  than  thofc  of  the  two  firft,  who  arc  the 
mod  powerful  Chiefs  in  the  illands ; and,  next  to  them, 
Fecnou,  Marccwagce’s  fon,  Teemed  to  (land  higheft  in 
authority.  But,  however  independent  on  the  defpotic 
power  of  the  king  the  great  men  may  be,  we  faw  inftances 
enough  to  prove,  that  the  lower  order  of  people  have  no 
property,  nor  fatety  for  their  perfons,  but  at  the  will  of  the 
Chiefs  to  whom  they  rcfpciftivcly  belong. 

Tongataboo  is  divided  into  many  diflricfls ; of  above  thirty 
of  which  wc  learned  the  names.  Each  of  thefe  has  its  par- 
ticular Chief,  who  decides  differences,  and  diftributes  juf- 
tice  within  Iris  own  diflrict.  But  wc  could  not  form  any 
fatisfaiftory  judgment  about  the  extent  of  their  power  in  ge- 
neral, or  their  mode  of  proportioning  punifhments  to 
crimes.  Moll  of  thefe  Chiefs  have  poffcllions  in  other 
iflands,  from  whence  they  draw  fupplies.  At  leaft,  we  know 
this  is  fo  with  refped  to  the  king,  who,  at  certain  cftablilh- 
cd  times,  receives  the  produifl  of  his  dillant  domains  at  Ton- 
gataboo ; which  is  not  only  the  principal  place  of  his  refi- 
dence,  but,  feemingly,  of  all  the  people  of  confequcnce 
amongft  thefe  ifles.  Its  inhabitants,  in  common  converfation, 
call  it  the  Land  of  Chiefs;  while  the  fubordinatc  ifles  are 
dillinguilhed  by  the  appellation  of  Lands  of  Servants. 
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Tlicfe  Chiefs  are,  by  the  people,  ftylcd  not  only  Lords  of  yw- 
the  Earth,  but  of  the  Sun  and  Sky  ; and  the  king’s  family  v. 
afluine  the  name  of  Futtafaihe,  from  the  God  fo  called,  who 
is  probably  their  tutelary  patron,  and  perhaps  their  common 
anccftor.  The  fovereign’s  peculiar  earthly  title  is,  how- 
ever, fimply  Tozee  Toitja. 

There  is  a decorum  obferved  in  the  prcfcncc  of  their  prin- 
cipal men,  and  particularly  of  their  king,  that  is  truly  ad- 
mirable. Whenever  he  fits  down,  whether  it  be  in  an  houfc, 
or  without,  all  the  attendants  feat  themfelves,  at  the  fame 
time,  in  a fcmicircle  before  him}  leaving  always  a convenient 
fpacc  between  him  and  them,  into  which  no  one  attempts 
to  come,  unlefs  he  has  fomc  particular  bufinefs.  Neither  ' 
is  any  one  allowed  to  pafs,  or  fit,  behind  him,  nor  even  near 
him,  without  his  order  or  permifiion ; fo  that  our  having 
been  indulged  with  this  privilege,  was  a fignificant  proof 
of  the  great  refpeet  that  was  paid  us.  When  any'  one  wants 
to  fpeak  with  the  king,  he  advances  and  fits  down  before 
him}  delivers  what  he  has  to  fay  in  a few  words}  and, 
having  received  his  anfwcr,  retires  again  to  the  circle.  But  rf 
the  king  fpeaks  to  any  one,  that  perfon  anfwers  from  his  feat, 
unlefs  he  is  to  receive  fome  order}  in  which  cafe  he  gets  up  • 
from  his  place,  and  fits  down  before  the  Chief  with  his  legs  • 
acrofs  ; which  is  a poliurc  to  which  they  are  fo  much  accuf- 
tomed,  that  any  other  mode  of  fitting  is  difagrceable  to 
them*.  To  fpeak  to  the  king  {landing,  would  be  accounted 
here  as  a firiking  mark  of  rmlcnefs,  as  it  would  be,  with  iis, 
for  one  to  fit  down  and  put  on  his  hat,  when  be  addrcRes  - 
himfelf  to  his  fuperior,  and  that  fuperior  on  his  feet,  and 
uncovered. 

* This  is  peculiar  to  the  men ; the  women  always  fitting  with  both  legs  thrown  ; 

% little  on  one  fide.  We.  owe  thisrcm.uk  to  Captain  Kir-;. 
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'/uiy*  ^ ^0CS  not’  *n^CCt'>  appcar,  that  any  of  the  moil  civil- 
' — — > ized  nations,  have  ever  exceeded  this  people,  in  the  great 
order  obferved,  on  all  occafions  ; in  ready  compliance  with 
the  commands  of  their  Chiefs ; and  in  the  harmony  that 
lnbfiils  throughout  all  ranks,  and  unites  them,  as  if  they 
were  all  one  man,  informed  with,  and  directed  by,  the  fame 
principle.  Such  a behaviour  is  remarkably  obvious,  when- 
ever it  is  requilite  that  their  Chiefs  fliould  harangue  any 
body  of  them  collected  together,  which  is  frequently  done. 
The  mod  profound  filcncc  and  attention  is  obferved  during 
the  harangue,  even  to  a much  greater  degree  than  is  prac- 
ticed amongft  us,  on  the  mod  intereding  and  ferious  deli- 
berations of  our  mod  rcfpcdfable  aflemblies.  And,  what- 
ever might  have  been  the  fubjedt  of  the  fpcech  delivered, 
we  never  faw  an  indance,  when  any  individual  prefent, 
Chewed  figns  of  his  being  difpleafed,  or  that  indicated  the 
lead  inclination  to  difpute  the  declared  will  of  a perfon  who 
had  a right  to  command.  Nay,  fuch  is  the  force  of  thefc 
verbal  laws,  as  I may  call  them,  that  I have  feen  one  of 
their  Chiefs  exprefs  his  being  aRonifhed,  at  a perfon’s  hav- 
ing aided  contrary  to  fuch  orders;  though  it  appeared,  that 
the  poor  man  could  not  podibly  have  been  informed,  in 
time,  to  have  obferved  them  *. 

Though  fomc  of  the  more  potent  Chiefs  may  vie  with  the 
king  in  point  of  actual  pofl'dTions,  they  /all  very  fhort  in 
rank,  and  in  certain  marks  of  refpcid,  which  the  colleiftivc 
body  have  agreed  to  pay  the  monarch.  It  is  a particular 
privilege  annexed  to  his  fovereignty,  not  to  be  pundtured, 

* Cantova  gives  us  the  fame  account  of  the  profound  fubmiHion  of  the  Caroline 
J Handers,  to  the  orders  of  the  Tomsk.  “ II*  resolvent  fe*  ordres  avee  lc  plus  pro- 
**♦  fond  refpcct.  Ses  paroles  font  autant  d’oracles,  qu'on  revere.” 

Lettrts  EdifianUt  if  Curi(ufei9  Tom.  xv.  p.  312. 
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nor  circumcifed,  as  all  his  fubjefts  are.  Whenever  he  yj[J* 
walks  out,  every  one  whom  he  meets  mull  fit  down  till  he  < — -v— -J 
has  paflTed.  No  one  is  allowed  to  be  over  his  head ; on  the 
contrary,  all  mull  come  under  his  feet;  for  there  cannot 
be  a greater  outward  mark  of  fubmiflion,  than  that  which 
is  paid  to  the  fovereign,  and  other  great  people  of  thefe 
iflands,  by  their  inferiors.  The  method  is  this;  the  perfon 
who  is  to  pay  obeifance,  fquats  down  before  the  Chief, 
and  bows  the  head' to  the  foie  of  his  foot;  which,  when  he 
fits,  is  fo  placed,  that  it  can  be  eafily  come  at ; and,  having 
tapped,  or  touched  it  with  the  under  and  upper  fide  of  the 
fingers  of  both  hands,  he  rifes  up,  and  retires.  It  fliould 
feem,  that  the  king  cannot  refufc  any  one  who  choofes  to 
pay  him  this  homage,  which  is  called  moe  moea ; for  the 
common  people  would  frequently  take  it  into  their  heads  to 
do  it  when  he  was  walking  ; and  he  was  always  obliged  to 
flop,  and  hold  up  one  of  his  feet  behind  him,  till  they  had 
performed  the  ceremony.  This,  to  a heavy  unwieldy  man, 
like  Poulaho,  mud  be  attended  with  fome  trouble  and  pain; 
and  I have,  fometimes,  feen  him  make  a run,  though  very 
unable,  to  get  out  of  the  way,  or  to  reach  a place  where  he 
might  conveniently  fit  down.  The  hands,  after  this  appli- 
cation of  them  to  the  Chief’s  feet,  arc,  in  fome  cafes,  ren- 
dered ufelefs  for  a time ; for,  until  they  be  walhed,  they 
mull  not  touch  any  kind  of  food.  This  interdiction,  in  a 
country  where  water  is  fo  fcarce,  would  feem  to  be  attend- 
ed with  fome  inconvenience ; but  they  are  never  at  a lofs 
for  a fuccedaneum;  and  a piece  of  any  juicy  plant,  which 
they  can  eafily  procure  immediately,  being  rubbed  upon 
them,  this  fervc3  for  the  purpol'e  of  purification,  as  well  as 
walking  them  with  water.  When  the  hands  are  in  this  flare, 
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J77  7-  they  call  it  taboo  rtma.  7\,boo,  in  general,  ligniftes  forbidden; 
i«— -v- — ' and  rema  is  their  word  for  hand. 

When  the  taboo  is  incurred,  by  paying  obcifance  to  a great 
perfonage,  it  is  thus  eafily  walked  off.  But,  in  fome  other 
cafes,  it  muft  necclTarily  continue  for  a certain  time.  We 
have  frequently  feen  women,  who  have  been  taboo  rema,  -fed 
by  others.  At  the  expiration  of  the  time,  the  interdi&ed 
perfon  walhes  herfelf  in  one  of  their  baths,  which  are  dirty 
holes,  for  the  mod  part,  of  brackifli  water.  She  then  waits 
upon  the  king,  and,  after  making  her  obeifance  in  the  ufual 
way,  lays  hold  of  his  foot,  and  applies  it  to  her  bread, 
lhouldcrs,  and  other  parts  of  her  body.  lie  then  embraces 
heron  each  fhoulder ; after  which  Ihe  retires,  purified  from 
her  uncleannefs.  I do  not  know,  that  it  is  always  ncceflary 
to  come  to  the  king  for  this  purpofej  though  Omai  allured 
me  it  was.  If  this  be  fo,  it  may  be  one  reafon  why  he  is, 
for  the  mod  part,  travelling  from  ifiand  to  idand.  I faw 
this  ceremony  performed,  by  him,  two  or  three  times  ; and 
once  by  Feenou,  to  one  of  his  own  women;  but  as  Omai 
was  not  then  with  me,  I could  not  alk  the  occafion. 

Taboo,  as  1 have  before  obferved,  is  a word  of  an  extenfive 
fignification.  Human  facriftces  arc  called  tangata  taboo ; and 
when  any  thing  is  forbidden  to  be  ear,  or  made  ufe  of,  they 
fay,  that  it  is  taboo.  T hey  tell  us,  that,  if  the  king  fltould 
happen  to  go  into  a houfe  belonging  to  a fubjetfl,  that  houfe 
would  be  taboo,  and  could  never  more  be  inhabited  by  the 
owner;  fo  that,  wherever  he  travels,  there  arc  particular 
houfes  for  his  reception.  Old  Toobou,  at  this  time,  pre- 
fided  over  the  taboo ; that  is,  if  Omai  comprehended  the 
matter  rightly,  he  and  his  deputies  infpetfted  all  the  pro- 
duce of  the  ifland;  taking  care  that  every  man  Ihould  cul- 
a tivate 
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tivatc  and  plant  his  quota  j and  ordering  what  ffiould  be  j*j7* 
eat,  and  what  not.  By  this  wife  regulation,  they  effectually  »— — • 
guard  againft  a famine ; a fufficient  quantity  of  ground  is 
employed  in  raffing  proviGons  j and  every  article,  thus  raifcd, 
is  fecured  from  unneceffary  wafte. 

By  another  prudent  regulation,  in  their  Government, 
they  have  an  officer  over  the  police ; or  fomething  like  it. 

This  department,  when  wc  were  amongft  them,  was  admi- 
niftcred  by  Feenou  ; whofe  buGncfs,  we  were  told,  it  was,  to 
puniffi  all  offenders,  whether  againft  the  Hate,  or  againft  in- 
dividuals. He  was  alfo  Gcncralilfimo,  and  commanded  the 
warriors,  when  called  out  upon  fervice ; but,  by  all  ac- 
counts, this  is  very  fcldom.  The  king,  frequently,  took 
fome  pains  to  inform  us  of  Fecnou's  office;  and,  among  other 
things,  told  us,  that  if  he  himfelf  ffiould  become  a bad  man, 

Feenou  would  kill  him.  What  I underftood,  by  this  expref- 
Gon  of  being  a -bad  man,  was,  that,  if  he  did  not  govern 
according  to  law,  or  cuftom,  Feenou  would  be  ordered,  by 
the  other  great  men,  or  by  the  people  at  large,  to  put  him 
to  death.  There  ffiould  feem  to  be  no  doubt,  that  a Sove- 
reign, thus  liable  to  be  controuled,  and  puniffied  for  an  abufe 
of  power,  cannot  be  called  a defpotic  monarch. 

When  we  conGder  the  number  of  Blands  that  compofe 
this  little  ftate,  and  the  diftance  at  which  fome  of  them  lie 
from  the  feat  of  Government,  attempts  to  throw  off  the 
yoke,  and  to  acquire  independency,  it  ffiould  feem,  might 
be  apprehended.  But  they  tell  us,  that  this  never  happens. 

One  reafon  why  they  arc  not  thus  difturbed,  by  domeftic 
quarrels,  may  be  this : That  all  the  powerful  Chiefs,  as  we  , 
have  already  mentioned,  relidc  at  Tongataboo.  They  alfo 
fecure  the  dependence  of  the  other  iflands,  by  the  celerity 
of  their  operations  ; for  if,  at  any  time,  a troublefome  and 
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<7?7-  popular  man  fliould  flare  up,  in  any  of  them,  Feenou,  or 
— v— _»  whoever  holds  his  office,  is  immediately  difpatched  thither 
to  kill  him.  By  this  means,  they  crufh  a rebellion  in  its 
very  infancy. 

The  orders,  or  clafies,  amongft  their  Chiefs,  nr  thofc  who 
call  themfelves  fueh,  feemed  to  be  almoft  as  numerous  as 
amongft  us;  but  there  are  few,  in  comparifon,  that  are 
lords  of  large  diftri&s  of  territory;  the  reft  holding  their 
lands  under  thofc  principal  barons,  as  they  may  be  called. 
I was,  indeed,  told,  that  when  a man  of  property  dies, 
every  thing  he  leaves  behind  him  falls  to  the  king ; but  that 
it  is  ufual  to  give  it  to  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  deceafed,  with 
an  obligation  to  make  a provifion,  out  of  it,  for  the  reft  of 
the  children.  It  is  not  the  cuftom  here,  as  at  Otahcitc,  for 
the  fon,  the  moment  he  is  born,  to  take  from  the  father  the 
homage  and  title ; but  he  fucceeds  to  them,  at  his  deceafe  ; 
fo  that  their  form  of  government  is  not  only  monarchical, 
but  hereditary. 

The  order  of  fucceflion  to  the  crown,  has  not  been  of  late 
interrupted  ; for  we  know,  from  a particular  circumftancc, 
that  the  Futtafaihes  (Poulaho  being  only  an  addition,  to  dif- 
tinguifhthc  king  from  the  reft  of  his‘ family)  have  reigned; 
in  a dire<!l  line,  for,  at  lead,  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
years.  Upon  inquiring,  whether  any  account  had  been 
preferved  amongft  them,  of  the  arrival  of  Tafman’s  fhips, 
wc  found,  that  this  hiftory  had  been  handed  down  to  them, 
from  their  anceftors,  with  an  accuracy  which  marks,  that 
oral  tradition  may  fometimes  be  depended  upon.  For  they 
deferibed  the  two  fhips,  as  refembling  ours ; mentioning 
the  place  where  they  had  anchored ; their  having  ftaid  but 
a few  days;  and  their  moving  from  that  ftation  to  Anna- 
mooka.  And,  by  way  of  informing  us  how  long  ago  this 
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had  happened,  they  told  us  the  name  of  the  Futtafailie  'm- 
who  was  then  king,  and  of  thofe  who  had  fuccecded,  down  > — 
to  Poulaho,  who  is  the  fifth  fincc  that  period  ; the  firft  being 
an  old  man,  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  Ihips. 

From  what  has  been  faid  of  the  prefent  king,  it  would  be 
natural  to  fuppofe,  that  he  had  the  higheft  rank  of  any  per- 
fon  in  the  iflands.  But,  to  our  great  furprize,  we  found  it 
is  not  fo  t for  Latoolibooloo,  the  perfon  who  was  pointed  out 
to  me  as  king,  when  I firft  vifited  Tongataboo,  and  three 
women,  arc,  in  fomc  refpetts,  fuperior  to  Poulaho  himfeif. 

On  our  inquiring,  who  thefe  extraordinary  perfonages  were, 
whom  they  diftinguifh  by  the  name  and  title  of  Tamm  ah  a*  ? 
we  were  told,  that  the  late  king,  Poulaho’s  father,  had  a 
lifter  of  equal  rank,  and  elder  than  hirafclf ; that  fhe,  by  a 
man  who  came  from  the  ifland  of  Fcejee,  had  a fon  and 
two  daughters;  and  that  thefe  three  perfons,  as  well  as 
their  mother,  rank  above  Futtafaihc  the  king.  We  endea- 
voured, in  vain,  to  trace  the  reafon  of  this  Angular  pre- 
eminence of  the  Tammahas  ; for  we  could  learn  nothing  be* 
fides  this  account  of  their  pedigree.  The  ■mother,  and  one 
of  the  daughters,  called  Tooeela-kaipa,  live  at  Vavaoo- 
Latoolibooloo,  the  fon,  and  the  other  daughter,  whofe  name 
is  Moungoula-kaipa,  refide  at  Tongataboo.  The  latter,  is 
the  woman  who  is  mentioned  to  have  dined  with  me  on  the 
sift  of  June.  This  gave  occafion  to  our  difeovering  her  fuv 
periority  over  the  king,  who  would  not  eat  in  her  prefcncc; 
though  llie  made  no  fcruplc  to  do  fo  before  him,  and  re- 
ceived from  him  the  cuftomary  obeifance,  by  touching  her 
foot. . We. never  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  him  pay  this  , 

* The  reader  need  not  be  reminded  that  Thmsixij  which  fignifie*  a Chief,  in  the 
dialect  of  Hamao,  and  Tammmh*,  become  the  fame  word,  by  the  change  of  a fmgle 
Jcxtcr,  the  articulation  of  which  is  not  very  ftroijgly  marked. 
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mark  of  refpeft  to  Latoolibooloo ; but  we  have  obferved 
him  leave  off  eating,  and  have  his  victuals  pm  afide,  when 
the  latter  came  into  the  fame  houfe.  Latoolibooloo  aflumed 
the  privilege  of  taking  any  thing  from  the  people,  even  if 
it  belonged  to  the  king;  and  yet,  in  the  ceremony  called 
Nitiche,  he  afiillcd  only  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  other 
principal  men.  He  was  looked  upon,  by  his  countrymen, 
as  a madman  ; and  many  of  his  actions  feemed  to  confirm 
this  judgment.  At  Eooa,  they  fhewed  me  a good  deal 
of  land,  faid  to  belong  to  him  ; and  I faw  there  a fon  of  his, 
a child,  whom  they  diftinguilhed  by  the  fame  title  as  his 
father.  The  fon  of  the  greateft  Prince  in  Europe  could 
not  be  more  humoured  and  carefled  than  this  little  Tam- 
maha  was. 


The  language  of  the  Friendly  Iflands,  ha6  the  greateft 
affinity  imaginable  to  that  of  New  Zealand,  of  Wateeoo,  and 
Mangeca;  and,  confequcntly,  to  that  of  Ocaheite,  and  the 
Society  Iflands.  There  are  alfb  many  of  their  words  the 
fame  with  thofe  ufed  by  the  natives  of  Cocos  Ifland,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  vocabulary  collected  there  by  Le  Maire  and 
Schouten*.  The  mode  of  pronunciation  differs,  indeed, 
confidcrably,  in  many  inflance3,  from  that  both  of. New 
Zealand,  and  Otahcitc;  but,  Hill,  a great  number  of  words 


• Sec  this  vocabulary,  at  the  end  of  Vol.  ii.  of  Dalrymplc’s  Collection  of  Voyages. 
And  yet,  though  Tafman's  people  ufed  the  words  of  this  vocabulary,  in  fpcaking  to 
the  natives  of  Tongataboo  (his  Amftcrdam),  we  are  told,  in  the  accounts  of  his 
voyage,  that  they  did  not  undcriland  one  another.  A circumflancc  worth  obferving, 
as  it  (hews  how  cautious  wc  fhouLl  be,  upon  the  fcanty  evidence  afforded  by  fuch 
tranfient  vifits  as  Tafman’s,  and,  indeed,  as  thofe  of  mod  of  the  fubfequent  naviga- 
tors of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  to  found  any  argument  about  the  affinity,  or  want  of  af» 
finity,  of  the  languages  of  the  different  iflands.  No  one,  now,  will  venture  to  fay, 
that  a Cocos  man,  and  one  of  Tongataboo,  could  not  underftand  each  other.  Some 
of  the  words  of  Horn  Ifland,  another  of  Schouten’s  difeoveries,  alfo  belong  to  the 
dialed  of  Tongataboo.  See  DalrjmfU , as  above. 
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are  cither  exactly  the  fame,  or  fo  little  changed,  that  their 
common  original  may  be  fatisfa<5torily  traced.  The  lan-  « < 

guage,  as  fpoken  at  the  Friendly  Iflands,  is  fufficiently  co- 
pious, for  all  the  ideas  of  the  people ; and  we  had  many 
proofs  of  its  being  eafily  adapted  to  all  mufical  purpofes, 
both  in  fong  and  in  recitative ; belides  being  harmonious 
enough  in  common  converfation.  Its  component  parts,  as 
far  as  our  fcanty  acquaintance  with  it  enabled  us  to  judge, 
arc  not  numerous ; and,  in  fomc  of  its  rules,  it  agrees 
with  other  known  languages.  As,  for  inliance,  we  could 
eafily  difeern  the  feveral  degrees  of  comparifon,  as  ufed 
in  the  Latin;  but  none  of  the  inflections  of  nouns  and 
verbs. 

We  were  able  to  collect  feveral  hundreds  of  the  words ; : 
and,  amongft  thefc,  arc  terms  that  exprefs  numbers  as  far  as 
a hundred  thoufand ; beyond  which  they  never  would 
reckon.  It  is  probable,  indeed,  that  they  arc  not  able  to  go 
farther ; for,  after  having  got  thus  far,  we  obferved,  that 
they  commonly  ufed  a word  which  exprefies  an  indefinite 
number.  A fhort  fpecimen,  fele<fted  from  the  larger  voca- 
bulary, is  here  inferted,  with  the  correfponding  words,  of 
the  fame  fignification,  as  tiled  at  Otaheite,  on  the  oppofite 
column  ; which,  while  it  will  give,  as  we  may  fay,  ocular 
demonftration  of  their  being  diale&s  of  the  fame  language, 
will,  at  the  fame  time,  point  out  the  particular  letters,  by 
the  infertion,  omiflion,  or  alteration  of  which,  the  varia- 
tions of  the  two  dialc&s,  from  each  other,  have  been 
elicited. 

It  mull  be  obferved,  however,  that  our  vocabularies,  of 
this  fort,  mull  neccllarily  be  liable  to  great  miftakes.  The 
ideas  of  thofe,  from  whom  we  were  to  learn  the  words, 
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were  fo  different  from  ours,  that  it  was  difficult  to  fix  them 
to  the  object  of  inquiry.  Or,  if  this  could  be  obtained,  to 
learn  an  unknown  tongue,  from  an  inflru&or  who  did  not 
know  a Angle  word  of  any  language  that  his  fcholar  was 
converfant  with,  could  not  promife  to  produce  much.  But 
even,  when  thefe  difficulties  were  furmounted,  there  ftill  re- 
mained a fruitful  fource  of  miflake.  I mean,  inaccuracy  in 
catching,  exactly,  the  true  found  of  a word,  to  which  our 
ears  had  never  hoen  armflomed,  from  perfons  whofe  mode 
of  pronunciation  was,  in  general,  16  indiftinft,  that  it  feldom 
happened  that  any  two  of  us,  in  writing  down  the  fame 
word,  from  the  fame  mouth,  made  ufe  of  the  fame  vowels, 
in  reprefenting  it.  Nay,  we  even,  very  commonly,  differed 
about  confonants,  the  founds  of  which  are  lead  liable  to  am- 
biguity. Befides  all  this,  we  found,  by  experience,  that  we 
had  been  led  into  ftrange  corruptions  of  fome  of  the  mod 
common  words,  either  from  the  natives  endeavouring  to 
imitate  us,  or  from  our  having  mifundcrllood  them.  Thus, 
chccto  was  univerfally  ufed  by  us,  to  exprefs  a thief,  though 
totally  different  from  the  real  word,  in  the  language  of 
Tongataboo.  The  miflake  arofe  from  a prior  one,  into 
■which  wc  had  run,  when  at  New  Zealand.  For  though  the 
word  that  fignifies  thief  there,  be  abfolutcly  the  fame  that 
belongs  to  the  dialeift  of  the  Friendly  illands  (being  kaeehaa 
at  both  places),  yet,  by  fome  blunder,  we  had  ufed  the  word 
teete,  firft  at  New  Zealand,  and,  afterward,  at  Tongataboo, 
on  our  arrival  there.  The  natives,  endeavouring  to  imitate 
us,  as  nearly  as  they  could,  and  fo  fabricating  the  word 
chccto,  this,  by  a complication  of  miflakes,  was  adopted  by 
us  as  their  own.  All  pollible  care  has  been  taken  to  make 
the  following  table  as  corrcdl  as  poflible  : 
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The  fun. 

Elaa, 

Eraa. 

Fire, 

Eafoi, 

Eahoi. 

Thunder, 

Fatoore, 

Pateere. 

Rain, 

Ooha, 

Eooa. 

The  wind. 

Matangee, 

Mataee. 

Warm, 

Mafanna, 

Mahanna. 

The  clouds. 

Ao, 

Eao. 

Land, 

Fonooa, 

Fenooa. 

Water, 

Avy, 

Evy. 

Steep, 

Mohe, 

Moe. 

A man. 

Tangata, 

Taata. 

A <1 woman , 

Vcfaine, 

Wahcine. 

A young  girl. 

Taheine, 

Toonea. 

A fervaut,  or  perfon  of 

! Tooa, 

Toutou,  or  teou. 

mean  rank. 

The  dawn,  or  day-break, 

Aho, 

Aou. 

The  hair. 

Fooroo, 

Eroroo. 

The  tongue. 

Elelo, 

Ercro. 

The  ear. 

Tarccnga, 

Tarcca. 

The  beard. 

Koomoo, 

Ooma. 

The  fea. 

Tahec, 

Tacc. 

A boat,  or  canoe. 

Wakka, 

Evaa. 

Black, 

Oole, 

Ere. 

Red, 

Goola, 

Oora,  oora. 

A lance,  or  /pear. 

Tao, 

Tao. 

A parent. 

Motooa, 

Madooa. 

What  is  that  ? 

Kohaeea  ? 

Yahacca? 

To  hold  fafl. 

Amou, 

Mou. 

To  wipe,  or  clean  any } 

1 Horo, 

Horoee. 

thing,  3 

► 
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Olahf.it. 

To  rife  up. 

Etoo,. 

A too. 

To  cry,  or  Jlicd  tears. 

Tangee, 

Tace. 

To  eat,  or  chew. 

Eky, 

Ey. 

Tes, 

Ai, 

Ai. 

No, 

Kaee, 

Ac  c. 

Yo:t, 

Koe, 

Oe. 

/, 

Ou, 

Wou. 

Tea, 

Ongofooroo, 

' Ahooroo. 

Having  now  concluded  my  remarks  on  thefc  iilands  and 
people,  I fhall  take  my  final  leave  of  them,  after  giving 
fomc  account  of  the  aftronomical  and  nautical  obfervations 
that  were  made  during  our  flay. 

And,  firfl,  I mull  take  notice,  that  the  difference  of  lon- 
gitude, between  Annamooka  and  Tongataboo,  is  fomewhat 
lefs  than  was  marked  in  the  chart  and  narrative  of  my  lafl 
voyage.  This  error  might  eafily  arife,  as  the  longitude 
of  each  was  then  found  without  any  connection  with  the 
other.  Bur,  now,  the  diflance  between  them  is  determined 
to  a degree  of  precifion,  that  excludes  all  poflibility  of 
miftake  ; which  the  following  table  will  illufiratc  : 

The  latitude  of  the  obfervatory  at 
Tongataboo,  by  the  mean  of  fe- 
veral  obfervations,  - - - 21°  8'  19"  South. 

The  longitude,  by  the  mean  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-one  lets  of  lu- 
nar obfervations,  amounting  to 
above  a thoufand  obferved  dif- 
tances,  between  the  moon,  fun, 
and  liars,  - - - - 1845518  Eaft. 
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The  difference  of  longitude,  made 
by  the  time-keeper,  between  the 
above  obfervatory,  and  that  at 
Annamooka,  - - - o’  16'  o" 

lienee,  the  longitude  of  Annarno- 
ka  is  - - - - i8y  ii  18  Eafl. 

By  the  time- I Greenwich  rate,  - 186  12  27 

keeper  it  is,  t New  Zealand  rate,  184  37  o 
Its  latitude  - - 20  15  o 

N.  B.  The  obfervatory  at  Tongataboo  was  near  the 
middle  of  the  North  fide  of  the  ifland  ; and  that  at  Anna- 
mooka, on  its  Weft  fide;  but  the  chart  will  elucidate  this. 

The  time-keeper  was  too  flow  for  mean  time  at  Green- 
wich, on  the  firft  of  July  at  noon,  by  is11  34"  33’, 2;  and 
her  daily  rate,  at  that  time,  was  lofing,  on  mean  time, 
i”,783  per  day.  This  rate  will  now  be  ufed  for  finding  the 
longitude  by  the  time-keeper;  and  184“  55'  18",  or  12“  i</“ 
4t’,2,  will  be  taken  as  the  true  longitude  of  Tongataboo, 
Eaft  from  Greenwich. 

By  the  mean  of  feveral  obfervations,  the  South  end  of  the 
needle  was  found  to  dip 
^ c Lefooga,  one  of  the  Hapaec  iflands,  36°  ss' 
^Tongataboo,  - 39  14. 

The  variation  of  the  compafs  was  found  to  be 

f Annamooka,  on  board,  - - - S^o'  34."  Eaft- 

Anchor  ofT  Kotoo,  between  ) o 

l - 8 12  294 

Annamooka  and  Ilapacc,  J 

Anchor  off  Lefooga,  - - 10  11  40 

Tongataboo,  on  board,  - - 9 44  54 

Ditto,  on  fhore,  - - - 10  12  58 
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I can  affign  no  reafon  why  the  variation  is  fo  much  lefs 
at,  and  near,  Annamooka,  than  at  cither  of  the  other  two 
places.  I can  only  fay,  that  there  is  no  fault  in  the  ob- 
fervations  ; and  that  the  variation  ought  to  be  more  at  An- 
namooka than  the  above,  as  it  has  been  found  to  be  fo  to  the 
Northward,  Southward,  Eaftward,  and  Weftward  of  it.  But 
difagreemcnts  in  the  variation,  greater  than  this,  even  in 
the  fame  needle,  have  been  often  obferved.  And  I fhould 
not  have  taken  notice  of  this  inftance,  but  from  a belief 
that  the  caufc,  whatever  it  is,  exifts  in  the  place,  and  not 
in  the  needles;  for  Mr.  Bayly  found  the  fame,  or  rather 
more  difference. 


The  tides  are  more  conliderable  at  thefe  iflands,  than  at 
any  other  of  my  difeoveries  in  this  ocean,  that  lie  within 
the  tropics.  At  Annamooka  it  is  high  water,  on  the 
full  and  change  days,  nearly  at  fix  o’clock ; and  the  tide 
rifes  and  falls  there,  upon  a perpendicular,  about  fix  feet. 
In  the  harbour  of  Tongataboo,  it  is  high  water,  on  the 
full  and  change  days,  at  fifty  minutes  pall  fix.  The  tide 
rifes  and  falls,  on  thofe  days,  four  feet  nine  inches ; and 
three  feet  fix  inches  at  the  Quadratures.  In  the  channels  be- 
tween the  ifiands,  which  lie  in  this  harbour,  it  flows  near 
tide  and  half  tide  ; that  is,  the  flood  continues  to  run  up 
near  three  hours,  after  it  is  high  water  by  the  fhore;  and 
the  ebb  continues  to  run  down,  after  it  is  flood  by  the 
fhore.  It  is  only  in  thefe  channels,  and  in  a few  other 
places  near  the  fhores,  that  the  motion  of  the  water  or 
tide  is  perceivable  ; fo  that  I can  only  guefs  at  the  quarter 
from  which  the  flood  comes.  In  the  road  of  Annamooka,  it 
fets  Weft  South  Weft,  and  the  ebb  the  contrary;  but  it  falls 
into  the  harbour  of  Tongataboo  from  the  North  Weft, 
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palles  through  the  two  narrow  channels,  on  each  fide  of  W- 

Hoolaiva,  where  it  runs  with  confidcrable  rapidity,  and  1 . — 

then  fpends  itfelf  in  the  lagoon.  The  ebb  returns  the 
fame  way,  and  runs  with  rather  greater  force.  The  North 
Weft  tide  is  met,  at  the  entrance  of  the  lagoon,  by  one 
from  the  Eaft ; but  this,  as  I have  before  obferved,  was 
found  to  be  very  inconfiderablc. 


END  OF  THE  FIRST  VOLUME. 
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